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1996 S. Kirk Rd Ste 320 
Geneva, IL 60134 

Forest Preserve, Finance and Administration Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Dale Berman, President Christopher Kious, Treasurer Bill Lenert, 
Deborah Allan, Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Jarett Sanchez, Vern Tepe, Rick Williams 

Tuesday, June 25, 2024 2:00 PM 3rd Floor Board Room 

I. Call To Order
The Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee meeting was held
Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Chair Berman called the meeting to order at 2:00PM at the
Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 320, Geneva, IL 60134.

PRESENT President Chris Kious 
Chairman Dale Berman  
Commissioner Deborah Allan (Remote) 
Commissioner Michelle Gumz (Remote) 
Commissioner Leslie Juby 
Commissioner Bill Lenert 
Commissioner Vern Tepe  

ABSENT: Commissioner Jarett Sanchez 
Commissioner Rick Williams 

Also Present: Commissioners: Kenyon, Roth; Exec. Dir. Haberthur, CFO Petschke & staff Carrano, 
Marano & intern Thompson; Dir. of NRM Chess; Chief of Planning & Land Mgmt. Rooks-Lopez; HR Dir. 
Clough; Comm. Affairs Dir. Metanchuk; Ops. Dir. Jensen; Police Chief Burger; Admin staff Figliozzi, 
Rafferty and Attorney Hodge. 

II. Approval of Minutes from May 28, 2024
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
AYE: 

ABSENT: 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
Chris Kious 
Deborah Allan, Dale Berman, Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Bill 
Lenert, Chris Kious, Vern Tepe 
Jarett Sanchez, Rick Williams, 

III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes)
None.

IV. Bids and Proposals
None.

V. New or Unfinished Business
TMP-24-2427 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Six (6) Zero Turn 
Mowers for the Operations Department 
Ops. Dir. Jensen presented the purchase of 6 mowers for the Operations Department.  
Based on the District’s replacement schedule, two (2) zero turn mowers for South 
Operations were approved in the 2024-25 budget. Mowers M424, a 2014 Toro Z-Master 
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and M425, a 2015 Toro Z-Master, have both exceeded the threshold of their 1,600 hours 
of expected service life.  M424 was placed out of service in August of 2023 due to the 
cost of needed hydraulic drive motor repairs exceeding the value of the operational 
mower. Four (4) additional zero-turn mowers have been approved as part of the FY 24-
25 budget to replace M429 (435 hours) and M430 (313 hours) for South Operations and 
M320 (703 hours) and M321 (296 hours) for North Operations.   
These mowers are 2018 Toro Z-Masters Professional 5000 propane models, a model 
that is no longer available. M429 has been out of service for over 1 year pending 
availability of a new propane engine. All 4 propane mowers have shown similar 
deficiencies and inconsistencies in operation and reliability. Unreliable engine 
performance in cool or hot temperature conditions and frequent fuel regulator issues 
have resulted in low hours of use and extended periods of time with our in-house 
mechanic, as well as with external repair vendors. All 6 mowers will be replaced with a 
Toro Z-Master 6000 series 60” cut with a 31- horsepower engine, consistent with our 
most recent purchases. This combo has proven to be reliable and durable for the 
mowing needs of the District. 
Staff is requesting the utilization of the Sourcewell Joint Purchasing Program. Ralph 
Helm Inc. of Elgin, Illinois is a local, authorized Sourcewell dealer and provides a 27% 
reduction to the MSRP for the mowers. Any accessories are not covered with the 
reduction, which have been added to maximize mowing efficiencies and maintenance 
safety. As the attached quotation reflects, this provides the District with a savings of 
$33,840.18 below MSRP.  
DISCUSSION: None.  
  

 
 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Vern Tepe 
 SECONDER: Leslie Juby 

 Dale Berman, Deborah Allan, Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Chris 
Kious, Bill Lenert, Vern Tepe  

ABSENT: Jarett Sanchez, Rick Williams 
 
VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  
 Litigation and Personnel 

The Committee moved into Executive Closed Session at 2:05PM to discuss license 
agreements. Chair Berman stated for the record, Commissioner Allan and Commissioner Gumz 
were recognized and approved as remote voting members.  
 

 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Vern Tepe 
 SECONDER: Bill Lenert 

 Dale Berman, Deborah Allan, Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Chris 
Kious, Bill Lenert, Vern Tepe  

ABSENT: Jarett Sanchez, Rick Williams 
  
The Committee returned to Open Session at 2:53PM M on a motion by Tepe, second by Lenert. Roll 
Call vote was taken, unanimous vote. 
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VII. Communications 
 Dir. of Community Affairs Metanchuk presented a new marketing promotion regarding the speed 
limit on trails. The logo is called Max15, this promotion is designed to bring awareness of speeding on 
the trails that include bicycles and e-bikes. Dir. Metanchuk shared photos of the various camps and 
summer programs. She promoted the volunteer Seed Team program, the next seed collection will be 
held tomorrow, June 26, at the Dick Young Forest Preserve. More information can be located on the 
District’s website.   
 
Commissioner Kenyon asked about the project at Red Gate Bridge.  
Ops. Dir. Jensen responded that the District has a contract currently, staff is assessing the long-term 
plan as the contractor is assessing the status of the wood and what is causing the rapid deterioration.   
Chief of Planning and Land Mgmt. Rooks-Lopez stated that staff continues to replace boards, however 
re-decking the entire bridge would be costly and staff is working with the contractor to determine 
whether it is the wood rotting, or if it’s a structural issue that needs to be fixed.   
Commissioner Roth requested a site visit, Exec. Dir. Haberthur responded that he would hold a site 
inspection the following day. Dir. Rooks-Lopez noted that staff has added signage to let the public know 
that the District recognizes the issue and are currently working on mitigating as much as possible.   
VIII. Chairman's Comments 
 None.  
 
IX. Adjournment 
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:02pm.  
 RESULT: ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE 
 MOVER: Vern Tepe 
 SECONDER: Bill Lenert  

 Dale Berman, Deborah Allan, Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Chris 
Kious, Bill Lenert, Vern Tepe  

ABSENT: Jarett Sanchez, Rick Williams 
 

Chairman Dale Berman  
Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 
 


