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 1996 S. Kirk Rd. Suite 320 
  Geneva, IL  60134 

 Forest Preserve District, Land  
 Acquisition Committee Meeting Minutes 
 President Bill Lenert, Chair Anita Lewis, Vice-Chair Mike Linder, Sonia Garcia,  
 Michelle Gumz, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 8:30 AM 3rd Floor Board Room 
I. Call To Order 

The Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee meeting was held Thursday, February 
26, 2026 at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road Suite 320 Geneva, IL 
60134. Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.  

 Remote Attendance Approval 
The District experienced technical audio issues. Commissioner Gumz was accepted to remote 
into the meeting.  

 PRESENT President Bill Lenert 
 Chairman Anita Lewis 
 Vice Chair Michael Linder 
 Commissioner Sonia Garcia 
 Commissioner Bill Roth 
 Commissioner Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT:  Commissioner Michelle Gumz 

Also Present: Commissioners: Allan (Remote), Iqbal, Juby (Remote), Kious, Penesis; Exec. 
Dir. Haberthur; CFAO Petschke; HR Dir. Clough; NRM Dir. Chess; Chief of Planning & Land 
Protection Rooks-Lopez; Chief of Police Burger; Dir. of Comm. Engagement Metanchuk & staff 
Kovach; Dir. of Ops. Jensen; Attorney Sterk; Admin staff Figliozzi & Rafferty and members of 
the public. 

II. Approval of Minutes from January 22, 2026 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
 MOVER: Michael Linder 
 AYE: Anita Lewis, Sonia Garcia, Michael Linder, Bill Roth 

ABSENT:  Bill Lenert, Michelle Gumz, Jarett Sanchez   
III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 
 None.   
IV. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  
 Litigation and Personnel 

The Committee moved into Executive Closed Session at 8:33AM to discuss land acquisition. 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth  
 SECONDER: Michael Linder 
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Sonia Garcia, Michael Linder, Bill Roth 

ABSENT:  Michelle Gumz, Jarett Sanchez 
The Committee returned to Open Session at 9:33AM on a motion by Roth second by Linder 
Roll call vote was taken, unanimous vote.  
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V. New or Unfinished Business 
TMP-26-265 Resolution Authorizing an Intergovernmental Agreement 

Between the Village of Carpentersville and the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County for the Realignment and Crossing of 
the Multi-Use Path Along Washington Street 

Dir. of Land Protection Rooks-Lopez presented the IGA. The Village of Carpentersville 
has been working to transform a blighted eight-acre parcel along the Fox River into a 
vibrant public space known as Riverfront Park. The new park will offer public access to 
the river, a beer garden with string lighting, concessions, awning structures with seating, 
a lounge area, fire pits, an area for outdoor games, a butterfly garden, a kayak landing, a 
food truck parking area, a restroom facility, a small play area for children, and a river 
outlook. The new park will be located along Washington Street, south of the Main Street 
bridge and adjacent to the Fox River Trail crossing at Washington Street. The current trail 
crosses Washington at a roughly 30-degree angle, and presents access issues with the 
proposed parks main entrance. The Village is requesting permanent and temporary 
easements to allow for the Fox River trail at Washington Street to be realigned to cross 
perpendicular to Washington and to allow the Village to install and maintain the new 
crossing area. The Village has agreed to cover all costs associated with the realignment 
and will permanently maintain the concrete sidewalk portions of the plan as well as all 
landscape improvements between Washington Street and the bridge while the District will 
retain maintenance of the asphalt portion of the Fox River Trail. 
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Kious discussed the need for the realignment and noted 
that this will make the trail safer. He was in favor of the project.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 

SECONDER:   Michael Linder 
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Sonia Garcia, Bill Roth,  

 ABSENT: Michelle Gumz, Jarett Sanchez 
VI. Communications 
 None.  
VII. Chairman's Comments 

None. 
VIII. Adjournment 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:39AM 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth  

SECONDER:   Michael Linder, 
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Sonia Garcia, Bill Roth 

ABSENT:  Michelle Gumz, Jarett Sanchez 
 

Anita Lewis, Chair   
Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 


