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 1996 S. Kirk Rd. Suite 320 
  Geneva, IL  60134 

 Forest Preserve District, Land Acquisition Committee 
 Meeting Minutes 

President Bill Lenert, Chair Anita Lewis, Vice-Chair Mike Linder, Jennifer Abbatacola,  
Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 

Thursday, April 30, 2026 8:30 AM 3rd Floor Board Room  
I. Call To Order 

The Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee meeting was held Thursday, April 30, 
2026 at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road Suite 320 Geneva, IL 60134. 
Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.  

 Remote Attendance Approval 
 Commissioner Garcia 

PRESENT President Bill Lenert 
 Chairman Anita Lewis 
 Vice Chair Michael Linder 
 Commissioner Sonia Garcia 
 Commissioner Bill Roth 
 Commissioner Jarett Sanchez 

ABSENT:  Commissioner Michelle Gumz 
Also Present: Commissioners: Allan, Molina, Penesis, Kim Young; Exec. Dir. Haberthur; CFAO 
Petschke; HR Dir. Clough; NRM Dir. Chess; Chief of Planning & Land Protection Rooks-Lopez; 
Police Sgt. Hayes; Dir. of Comm. Engagement Metanchuk & staff Kovach; Dir. of Ops. Jensen; 
Attorney Monforti; Admin staff Figliozzi & Rafferty and members of the public. 

II. Approval of Minutes February 26, 2026  
The title of the minutes was amended to reflect the month of February, not March 2026.  

RESULT: APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT  
 MOVER: Michael Linder 

AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 
Jarett Sanchez 

ABSENT:  Michelle Gumz 
III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 

None. 
IV. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  
 Litigation and Personnel  

The Committee moved into Executive Closed Session at 8:34AM to discuss land acquisition. 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth  
 SECONDER: Michael Linder 
 AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 

Jarett Sanchez 
ABSENT:  Michelle Gumz 

The Committee returned to Open Session at 9:09AM on a motion by Roth second by Linder 
Roll call vote was taken, unanimous vote.  
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V. New or Unfinished Business 
 TMP-26-560 Resolution Authorizing The Sale Of District Owned Parcels 

Along Riverside Drive In The Fox River Heights Subdivision, 
Kane County 

Dir. of Land Protection Rooks-Lopez presented the sale of District owned parcels in the 
Fox River Heights subdivision. The parcels are located on the east side of the Fox River, 
across from Jon Duerr Forest Preserve, in the Fox River Heights subdivision. They were 
purchased by the District in the 1980’s and 1990’s with the intent of extending the Fox 
River trail. Since that time, the Fox River trail has developed along the western shore of 
the Fox River and the District no longer has a potential use for these parcels. The 
parcels recommended for auction have little habitat quality and limited public access. 
The parcels also contain numerous encroachments that pre-date the District’s 
ownership. An appraisal was performed and the parcels were valued at $500.00 per lot. 
The lots will be sold through the District’s Public Surplus online auction website with 
notices mailed to nearby property owners. Local Government agencies will be contacted 
first, prior to sale by auction, and offered a first right- of-refusal to maintain the land for 
public use. Proceeds from the auction are expected to be approximately $2,500.00 and 
will be directed to the Land Acquisition Fund.  
DISCUSSION: There was discussion regarding the current docks that have been 
constructed illegally on the parcels, these are encroachments and a liability to the 
District. Commissioner Penesis asked about the responsibility to the District including 
the IDNR that is the authority over the Fox River. Exec. Dir. Haberthur stated that the 
District would work with the IDNR regarding the encroachments.   

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 

SECONDER:   Jarett Sanchez 
 AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 

Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Michelle Gumz 

TMP-26-562 Resolution Authorizing the Sale of a District Owned Parcel on 
Jericho Road at Big Rock Forest Preserve 

  Dir. of Land Protection Rooks-Lopez presented the sale of District owned parcels on 
Jericho road. The Breon residence is located along Jericho Road, south of the Big Rock 
Campground. The District purchased the parcel and home in 2022 as part of the Breon 
acquisition. At the time of purchase, the District planned to remove the home and 
surrounding outbuildings. During the demolition permit process, it was discovered that the 
core of the home was one of the original Big Rock Welsh Settlement homes likely 
constructed around 1834. A demolition permit was approved for the outbuildings, but not 
the home. Estimates to stabilize and remediate environmental conditions within the home 
are approximately $80,000.00 Local preservation groups have expressed an interest to 
acquire the property and restore the home. If the Commission approves this parcel to be 
auctioned, notice would be given to potential bidders concerning the historic nature of the 
property and restoration requirements. An appraisal was performed and the property with 
home and restrictions is valued at $65,000.00.  

 
  The appraisal did not include an inside inspection of the home and does not reflect 

negative environmental conditions in its valuation. Due to the high costs associated with 
restoring the home, it is staff’s recommendation the property be auctioned on the public 
surplus online auction website without a reserve. If approved, staff will contact local 
government agencies to offer right-of-first-refusal to maintain the land for public use. If no 
agencies are interested, local property owners and local historic preservation groups will 
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be notified prior to a public auction being held.  
  DISCUSSION: There was discussion regarding the sale of the house, noting that 

whoever purchases the property understands that it would have to be restored. The 
house was built in the 1840s. (Commissioner Bates arrived in person at 9:22AM). 

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Jarett Sanchez 

SECONDER:   Michael Linder 
 AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 

Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Michelle Gumz 
 TMP-26-561 Resolution Authorizing the Sale of District Owned Parcels    
  Between Tower Hill Road and the Chicago & Northwestern  
  Railway in Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve 

Dir. of Land Protection Rooks-Lopez presented the sale of District owned parcels in 
Freeman Kame- Meagher Forest Preserve. The District owns a narrow strip of land 
between Tower Hill Road and the Chicago & Northwestern Railway on the east side of 
Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve. The two parcels are approximately fifty (50) 
feet wide are currently of limited habitat value and provide limited public access or 
potential use for the District. An appraisal was performed, and the parcels were valued 
at a $500.00 per lot. Lots will be sold through the District’s Public Surplus online auction 
website with notices mailed to nearby property owners. Local Government agencies will 
be contacted first, prior to sale by auction, and offered a first right- of-refusal to maintain 
the land for public use. Proceeds from the auction are expected to be approximately 
$1,000.00 and will be directed to the Land Acquisition Fund. The Committee may 
approve the sale of the two District parcels of land within Freeman Kame-Meagher 
Forest Preserve as presented if desired.  
DISCUSSION: Chair Lewis noted that the majority of these parcels are considered 
nuisance properties that tie up unnecessary resources, additionally these funds could be 
utilized to acquire other natural areas.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 

SECONDER:   Michael Linder 
 AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 

Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Michelle Gumz 

TMP-26-575 Resolution Approving an Intergovernmental Agreement 
Between the Village of Campton Hills and the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County Concerning Annexation and 
Regulatory Development of Certain Property 

Dir. of Land Protection Rooks-Lopez presented the IGA with Campton Hills.  
DISCUSSION: Exec. Dir. Haberthur stated that the acquisition is moving along, this 
agreement would provide clarification on the annexation of the property.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 

SECONDER:   Jarett Sanchez  
 AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 

Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Michelle Gumz 
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VI. Communications 
 None.  
VII. Chairman's Comments 
 None.  
VIII. Adjournment 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:31AM.  
 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Michael Linder 

SECONDER:   Bill Roth 
 AYE: Sonia Garcia, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, 

Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Michelle Gumz 
 

Anita Lewis, Chair   
Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 
 


