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Forest Preserve, Finance and Administration Committee

Meeting Minutes

President Bill Lenert, Chair Rick Williams, Vice-Chair Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby,

Bill Roth

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 2:00 PM 3rd Floor Board Room

Call To Order
The Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee meeting was held Tuesday,
June 23, 2026. Chair Williams called the meeting to order at 2:00PM at the Administration
Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 320, Geneva, IL 60134.
Remote Attendance Approval
Commissioners Gripe, Iqbal.
PRESENT: President Bill Lenert

Chairman Rick Williams

Vice-Chair Jon Gripe

Commissioner Mo Igbal

Commissioner Leslie Juby

Commissioner Bill Roth
ABSENT: None.
Also Present: Commissioners Bates (Remote), Gumz, Linder, Kim Young; Exec. Dir.
Haberthur; CFAO Petschke & staff Bosma, Carrano, Gruber; NRM Dir. Chess; Dir. Comm.
Engagement Metanchuk; Dir. of Planning & Land Protection Rooks-Lopez; HR Dir. Clough;
Ops. Dir. Jensen & staff Sparks; Chief of Police Burger; Attorney Price; Admin staff Figliozzi,
Rafferty and members of the public.
Approval of Minutes of April 27, 2026

RESULT: APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT
MOVER: Bill Roth
AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth
ABSENT: None.
Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes)
None.
Bids and Proposals
None.

New or Unfinished Business
TMP-26-801Resolution Approving the Surplus Vehicle, Equipment and
Furniture Disposal

Finance Mgr. Carrano presented the resolution for surplus auction and disposal. The District
utilizes Public Surplus, an online auction house, to dispose of surplus vehicles, equipment,
land, and other supplies to recover the remaining financial value of each item. This platform is
designed specifically for public agencies, assuring compliance with state and local regulations
and policies. Public Surplus offers the District widespread visibility at no cost and without limits
to the number of items that may be auctioned in a year. The District has been using Public
Surplus since 2013. The exhibit includes a list of vehicles, equipment, and furniture that staff
requests approval to declare as surplus, for disposal through an online auction.
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Juby asked staff for available pictures of items listed to auction.
Fin. Mgr. Carrano responded that photos would be provided as requested.
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RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE

TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee

MOVER: Bill Roth

SECONDER: Leslie Juby

AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth

TMP-26-792 Resolution Approving the Purchase of One (1) ASV RT-135
Forestry Compact Track Loader for the Natural Resource
Management Department
Dir. of NRM Chess presented the purchase of one-track loader. Based on the District’s
replacement schedule, one ASV PT-100 compact track loader was approved for replacement
in the 2026/27 budget. The Natural Resource Management department currently owns and
operates two track loaders, with the PT-100 model representing the older of the two at 16 years
old. The Natural Resource Management department utilizes these track loaders to help clear
invasive brush, drill holes to plant trees, and pick up and haul logs. The use of both track
loaders is vital to many ecological restoration projects, allowing both the north and south
natural resource management crews to clear brush simultaneously. The PT-100 was originally
purchased in 2010 and has reached the end of its 15-year life expectancy. As such,
maintenance has recently become a constant issue. Track loaders have complex hydraulic
systems which operate everything from the drive system to the loader arms, as well as the
forestry mower. The severe work environment of forestry mowing takes a particularly heavy toll
on numerous components of this system, with very expensive maintenance costs when leaks
arise. The District solicited bids for a replacement model of a 2026 ASV RT-135 Forestry
compact track loader. Two bids were received with the qualified, lowest bid being received from
Chicago Machinery Inc. of Lynwood, lllinois, in the amount of $143,500.
DISCUSSON: Commissioner Williams asked about trade in or auction options. CFAO
Petschke responded that the District has added equipment in the surplus auction in the past.
NRM Dir. Chess included that a trade in could be offered with a future purchase.

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE

TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee

MOVER: Leslie Juby

SECONDER: Jon Gripe

AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth

TMP-26-793 Resolution Approving the Purchase of One (1) John Deere
6M 115 Cab Tractor for the Natural Resource Management
Department
Dir. of NRM Chess presented the purchase of one cab-tractor. Based on the District’s
replacement schedule, one (1) John Deere 6420M Utility Tractor was approved for
replacement in the 2026-2027 budget. The Natural Resource Management department
currently owns and operates two large tractors, with the 6420M model representing the older
tractor at over 22 years old. This tractor has been heavily utilized every year since 2004.
Primary work occurs during the summer months to mechanically control sweet clover and
Canada thistle populations throughout the county. However, it has also proven its worth
throughout the year in the construction and maintenance of burn breaks, seeding new prairies,
tree planting, and herbicide application to make it one of the District's most versatile and
valuable pieces of equipment. The replacement of this tractor with a newer model will allow
the District to continue to conduct year-round management while avoiding some of the
increasing maintenance costs experienced with the current tractor. Electrical problems and
transmission issues have skyrocketed recently presenting both increased costs and safety
hazards as the tractor sees extensive road travel. We are requesting the utilization of the
Sourcewell Joint Purchasing Program for the purchase of the replacement tractor.
AHW LLC of Hampshire, IL is an authorized Sourcewell dealer and John Deere has a
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Sourcewell contract providing a 24% reduction off of MSRP for the tractor. Funds totaling
$140,000.00 were budgeted in the 2026/2027 fiscal year for the replacement tractor. Sufficient
funds totaling $140,000.00 are available for this expense totaling $138,640.72.

DISCUSSION: Commissioner Gripe asked if the new tractor was compatible with current
attachments. Dir. Chess responded that the attachments are not electrical, they are
mechanical and should not have any issues with compatibility.

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE

TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee

MOVER: Leslie Juby

SECONDER: Bill Roth

AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth

TMP-26-805Resolution Approving the Purchase of Four (4) Zero Turn
Mowers for the Operations Department

Dir. of Ops. Jensen presented the purchase of four mowers. Based on the District’s
replacement schedule, four zero turn mowers were approved for the upcoming fiscal year.
Two mowers were approved for South Operations; Mowers M425 and M426, both 2015 Toro
Z-Master mowers with 2,120 hours and 2,447 hours respectively. Additionally, two zero turn
mowers for North Operations were approved for replacement; mowers M318 and M319, both
2017 Toro Z-Master mowers with 1,967 hours and 2,111 hours. All four mowers will be
replaced with a Toro Z-Master 6000 series 60” cut with a 31- horsepower engine, which is
consistent with our most recent purchases. This model’s specifications have proven to be
reliable and durable for the mowing needs of the District. Staff is recommending the utilization
of the Sourcewell Joint Purchasing Program. Ralph Helm Inc. of Elgin, lllinois is a local,
authorized Sourcewell dealer and provides a 27% reduction to the MSRP for the mowers. The
attached quotation reflects a total savings of $23,519.16 below MSRP by utilizing the co-op
pricing.
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Gripe asked about the life span of the mowers. Dir. Jensen
responded that at 2,000 hours used, it was higher than preferred. He noted that at 1,800
hours, the District could see a better return on the replacement.

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE

TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee

MOVER: Leslie Juby

SECONDER: Bill Roth

AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth

TMP-26-806 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Three (3) Ford
F-25Pickup Trucks for the Operations Department and Two
(2) Ford F-150 Police Responder Pickup Trucks for the
Public Safety Department
Fleet Manager Sparks presented the purchase of five trucks. All 5 vehicles being presented
are part of the District’s replacement schedule and have been evaluated and prioritized for
replacement by the District’s Fleet Division. The Public Safety Department’s two replacement
Ford F-150 Police Responder 4x4 pickup trucks will replace squads #229, a 2018 Chevrolet
Silverado with 126,000 miles and #230, a 2019 Ford F-150 with 143,000 miles. These
vehicles provide daily patrols and security presence on District property, as well as provide
emergency response to calls for service. The cost of one 2026 Ford F-150 Police Responder
4x4 pickup is $48,940. Additionally, $14,335 is being requested to oultfit the truck with needed
emergency lighting, siren, and protective controls, for a single unit cost of $63,275 and a total
combined cost inclusive of upfitting for two vehicles is $126,550. Three 2026 Ford F-250
Extended Cab 4x4 pickup trucks equipped with snowplows will be replacing trucks #433,
#434, and #330. All three trucks being replaced are 2016 Ford F-250 Extended Cab 4x4
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VL.

VII.

VIIL.

pickups in excess of 108,000 miles, 93,000 miles, and 84,000 miles respectively. The unit cost
per truck is $71,332 which includes a Western 8’ Pro PLUS Plow on each for a total cost of
$213,996. Sufficient funding is available in the approved FY27 budget for Public Safety, North
Operations and South Operations. Approved funding, general ledger accounts, and total costs
by Division are as follows: Funds totaling $130,000 are available to cover the purchase and
upfitting of two Ford F-150 Police Responder pickups totaling $126,550. Funds totaling
$76,500 are available to cover the purchase of one F-250 Extended Cab 4x4 pickup truck with
snowplow for a total cost of $71,332. Funds totaling $153,000 to cover the purchase of two
Ford F-250 Extended Cab 4x4 pickup trucks with snowplows for a total cost of $142,664. All
five vehicles are available through the State of lllinois Procurement Contract with Morrow
Brothers Ford, Greenfield, IL as the lowest qualified bidder for each.

DISCUSSION: Commissioner Allan asked about the equipment that is installed on the
vehicles and if it transferable. Mgr. Sparks explained that the equipment installed is vehicle
specific, however the equipment can be added to the surplus auction with the vehicles for a
return.

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE

TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee

MOVER: Leslie Juby

SECONDER: Jon Gripe

AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth

Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential
Litigation and Personnel — None.

Communications

Dir. of Community engagement Metanchuk provided an update on the latest District programs.
A series of kayaking programs are available as well as summer youth camps. The District’s
wildlife staff discovered a nest of Least Bittern chicks, the social media post of the discovery
was highly engaged.

Chairman's Comments

Chair Williams noted that the District was awarded the certificate of achievement from GFOA
(Government Finance Office Association) for excellence in financial reporting for the 6th year in
a row.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 2:22PM.
RESULT: APPROVED BY VOICE VOTE
MOVER: Bill Roth
SECONDER: Leslie Juby
AYE: Bill Lenert, Rick Williams, Jon Gripe, Mo Igbal, Leslie Juby, Bill Roth

Rick Williams, Chairman
Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee
Forest Preserve District of Kane County

Respectfully Submitted,

Gabriella Figliozzi
Recording Secretary



