
1996 S. Kirk Rd Ste 320
Geneva, IL 60134Kane County

Forest Preserve, Finance and 
Administration Committee

Agenda
Chairman Dale Berman, President Christopher Kious, Treasurer Bill Lenert, Executive 

Director Benjamin Haberthur
Deborah Allan, Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Jarett Sanchez, Vern Tepe, Rick Williams

3rd Floor Board Room2:00 PMTuesday, July 25, 2023

I. Call To Order

II. Approval of Minutes from June 27, 2023

III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes)

IV. Bids and Proposals

TMP-23-977 Resolution Authorizing a Bid for the Purchase of a Forestry Mower 
for the Natural Resource Management Department

V. New or Unfinished Business

TMP-23-1030 Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a ComEd Green 
Region Program Grant For Revitalizing Oak Savanna at Big Rock Forest 
Preserve

TMP-23-1010 Resolution Approving a Request to Submit an IDNR Open Space 
Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) Grant Application for the 
Development of Rutland Forest Preserve

VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential 
Litigation and Personnel

VII. Communications

VIII. Chairman's Comments

IX. Adjournment
Adjournment until: Tuesday August 22, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. in person at the Forest 
Preserve District Administration Offices 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 320 Geneva, 
Illinois  and via zoom https://zoom.us/j/6302325980?
pwd=aURTSGJoRlVJNDRCcHJXd3dvaVVrUT09 Meeting ID: 630 232 5980 
Password: 24680 The Request to Speak Form on our website must still be 
completed for guests to speak at the meeting.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

FP RESOLUTION NO. TMP-23-977

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF A FORESTRY 
MOWER FOR THE NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the District currently owns two FECON Bull Hog mowers, with the older one 
purchased in 2004; and

WHEREAS, staff spend numerous hours each year cutting and removing invasive species, 
primarily through the use of this equipment; and

WHEREAS, this use takes a large toll on the lifespan of the equipment and the 2004 model 
has sustained enough damage that it needs to be replaced; and

WHEREAS, bids were sought for a replacement FECON BH74SS, with the lowest qualified bid 
coming from Roeder Implement, Inc. of Dubuque, Iowa in the amount of $39,900.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County, Kane County, Illinois, that the purchase of a FECON BH74SS from Roeder 
Implement, Inc. of Dubuque, Iowa for a total of $39,900 be, and hereby is, accepted and approved.

APPROVED AND PASSED on this 8th day of August 2023.

___________________________                           ____________________________

Christopher Kious                                                       Myrna Molina

President, Kane Forest Preserve                              Secretary, Kane Forest Preserve

Kane County, Illinois                                                   Kane County, Illinois
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
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DATE:   July 25, 2023 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee 

FROM:  Patrick Chess, Director of Natural Resources 

Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 

VIA:  Dave Petschke, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of a Bid to Purchase a Forestry Mower Skid Steer Attachment for the 

Natural Resource Management Department  
 

PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of a 

bid to purchase a new FECON Bull Hog forestry mower, to replace the 19-year-old version in the Natural 

Resource Management Department fleet. 

BACKGROUND: 

The District currently owns two FECON Bull Hog mowers with the older one purchased in 2004 for $26,500.  

These machines allow a single operator to clear invasive brush and small trees much more efficiently than a 

crew of sawyers.  As such, the forestry mowers are responsible for the vast majority of staff clearing efforts 

over the past fifteen years.  Historically, each piece of equipment runs for about 200 hours a year.  During this 

time, dozens of acres are cleared of invasive brush.  This job is incredibly hard on the attachment, as well as 

the skid steer, with the attachment bashing against rocks, stumps, logs, and trees regularly.  All of that abuse 

takes a toll on the lifespan of the equipment. 

 

Recent inspections of the 2004 Bull Hog have revealed several critical maintenance issues that threaten the 

utility of this equipment.  Both brackets on the underside where the skid steer locks on are cracked and 

peeling away from the rest of the machine. Failure in one of those would be catastrophic as well as incredibly 

dangerous for the operator and any staff or public that may be nearby.  Both skid plates on the bottom are 

also worn through, indicating that the equipment has reached the end of its useful life.  

Bids were sought from 8 vendors for a FECON Bull Hog forestry mower model BH74SS. The lowest qualified 

bid was received from Roeder Implement, Inc. of Dubuque, Iowa for $39,900.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Funds totaling $38,000 were budgeted in the 2023/2024 fiscal year for a replacement FECON Bull Hog 

attachment. Sufficient funds totaling $69,600 are available in the Account #01-31-31-7020, for this expense 

totaling $39,900.  
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Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee  
July 25, 2023 
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RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends the Committee approve the bid from Roeder Implement, Inc. of Dubuque, IA for $39,900 

for a brand new FECON Bull Hog BH74SS. 

ATTACHMENTS: Bid Abstract 

FECON Bull Hog BH74SS Product Detail 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE ROTORS

FGT

BULL HOG®

BULL HOG®

Viking Sword®

High Abrasion

Viking Axe®

Double Carbide

Stone Tool

Cubit Knife

Cubit Carbide

DCR FMX 

BUILT FECON TOUGH

Versatile smooth drum rotor system with tooling options 
for various application. Lacing pattern maximizes energy 

transfer into the material while optimizing tool wear.

Double sided and easily fl ipped 
for a brand new cutting edge. This 
tool is faster at cutting, resulting in 
a fi ner fi nished product. A tapered 
tool body allows chip material to 

fl ow e�  ciently.

Carbide wear plates are added 
to the body of the Standard 

Double Carbide tool, extending 
useful life in highly abrasive 

conditions by slowing wear to 
the body.

The perfect balance of 
performance, wear life, 

and durability, the Double 
Carbide is the standard 
tool o� ered in FGT rotors 
to work in a wide range of 

applications.

Ideal for areas where rock 
cannot be avoided, the 

FGT Stone Tool provides 
superior durability and 

wear life in more severe 
conditions.

Double sided and easily fl ipped 
for a brand new cutting edge. The 
Viking Axe has a thick knife edge 
optimized for cutting stringy and 

fi brous vegetation.

Double sided and easily fl ipped for a brand 
new cutting edge. This tool is faster at cutting, 
resulting in a fi ner fi nished product. A tapered 

tool body allows chip material to fl ow e�  ciently.

Split ring rotor with knife tools designed to e�  cently 
mulch while maintaining higher rotor RPMs.

fecon.com
800 528 3113

sales@fecon.com
+1 513 696 4430

Whether you are buying, renting, 
or servicing your mulching 
equipment, FECON has solutions 
that focus on your success.
Operator driven design with a global 
network that is woven into every 
product.

• Operators cab must be protected with both properly maintained 1/2” Polycarbonate Glass (or equal) and Falling Object Protection.
• Certain guarding and features may have been removed for illustrative purposes, always run with proper guarding. 
• Weights may vary based on options.
• Specifi cations subject to change without notice. 
• Photographs may have been altered for marketing purposes.
• Always insure that your carrier manufacturers safety features (including Falling Object Protection, and Roll-Over Protection) meet your job safety requirements.
• SAFETY IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OPERATOR.
• Pictures may contain optional accessories

Depth Control Rotor limits tool bite which creates 
consistant chip sizing and less HP draw from 

carrrier.  Ideal for stringy/fi brous material or when a 
fi ner fi nished product is required.

Double sided and easily fl ipped for 
a brand new cutting edge. This tool 

is faster at cutting, resulting in a fi ner 
fi nished product. A tapered tool body 
allows chip material to fl ow e�  ciently.

Versatile tool for shredding 
material and improved durability. 
Ideal for applications that require 

ground engagement.

Viking Sword®

standard

standard standard

BULL HOG®

FORESTRY
MULCHERSMULCHERS

FORESTRY
MULCHERS

FORESTRYFORESTRY
MULCHERS

FORESTRY
MULCHERSMULCHERSMULCHERS

FECON.COM 800 528 3113
6



FMX36

FMX50

BH47EXC

BH62EXC 

BH40EXC

BH80EXC

BH200EXC

THE BULL HOG
ADVANTAGE

®

DURABILITY

FECON MULCHING EQUIPMENT 
CLEARING THE WAY

BULL HOG® SKID STEER / CTL

BULL HOG® EXCAVATOR

HINGED MOTOR COVERS BODY CONSTRUCTION

BODY CONSTRUCTION MOUNTS

ROTOR EXPOSURE

BOLT-ON SKID SHOES

TRAP DOORPUSH BAR

PUSH BAR OPTIONS

BOLT-ON SKID SHOES

BULL HOG® HYDRAULIC

PERFORMANCE

VERSATILITY

Industry leading severe-duty body construction. 

Engineered and built to withstand all types of
mulching conditions. 

Heavy steel materials and quality welding process

provide strength and longevity.

Variable 2 speed motor option automatically adjusts 

to maximize rotor speed & torque to changing 

material loads.

Field tested and proven to be the most productive

heads available.

Available from 50 - 600HP, Bull Hog® mulchers are

designed for any machine and application.

Available for Compact Track Loaders, Skid Steers,

5-45 ton Excavators, PTO Tractors and more!

With four rotor systems and a variety of tool

options Bull Hogs® can be configured for regional or

specific jobsite conditions.

®

• Easy service
• Access without tools

36”

50” 

37” 

50”

36” 

56”

59”

44” 

58”

50” 

63” 

51”

71” 

77”

850 lbs

1050 lbs 

2400 lbs

2650-2750 lbs

3150-3250 lbs
3950-4300 lbs
5375-5500 lbs

12 - 40 gpm

12 - 40 gpm

27 - 50 gpm

27 - 75 gpm

30 - 75 gpm
38 - 150 gpm
40 - 150 gpm

5 - 10 T

5 - 10 T

12 - 20 T

12 - 20 T

15 - 45 T
20 - 45 T
20 - 45 T

18

22

18

24

18
30
30

RK8620
BH120H
BH230H
BH300H

86” 
86” 
100” 
89” 

101” 
101” 
117” 
109” 

4800-4950 lbs
4800-4950 lbs
6750-6850 lbs
7710-7950 lbs

50 - 150 gpm
50 - 150 gpm
50 - 150 gpm
80-210 gpm

36
36
42
42

• Severe duty
• Standard duty
• Durable long-lasting
   performance

• 15 - 45 ton excavators
   BH40EXC, BH80EXC &
   BH200EXC
• 3/4” steel body
   construction
• SEVERE duty bearings
• Variable displacement

• Quick attach or pin-on
• Easily change mounts for di� erent
   excavators with the bolt-on interface

• Cut through standing trees
• Mulch slash piles
• Grind to the surface

• AR400 steel
• Can be adjusted for
   desired ground
   engagement

• Helps contain debris
• Achieve fi ner sizing• Rugged fi xed 

   position
• Optional hydraulic
   tilting

• Pin-on
• Serrated ears direct material
   to better feed the mulcher

• AR400 steel
• Less plowing of material for
   more uniform fi nal results

Hydraulic Bull
Hogs

Overall Width

Overall Width

Working
Width

FGT
Tools

Approx
Weight

Approx
 Flow Range

EXC SIZE
(Metric Ton)Model

Working
Width

Weight Flow Range

BH62SS
BH74SS
BH85SS
BH74SD
BH85SD

50” 
61” 
72” 
61” 
72” 

65”
76” 
87”

           76”  
87”

2450 lbs
2790 lbs
3140 lbs

2750-2800 lbs
2970-3050 lbs

30 - 45 gpm
30 - 45 gpm
30 - 45 gpm
27 - 75 gpm
27 - 75 gpm

20
24 
28 
24
28

CTL Bull Hogs Overall Width
Working

Width Weight Flow Range DCR
Tools

DCR
Tools

For lighter material loads, higher RPM means

more bites per second and finer material sizing.

With heavier material the Bull Hog® delivers

more rotor torque keeping the rotor turning

when other heads may stall.
-

-

14

20

14
22
28

DCR
Tools

24
30 
36 
30
36

FGT
Tools

48
48
48
48

FGT
Tools
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

FP RESOLUTION NO. TMP-23-1030

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A COMED GREEN 
REGION PROGRAM GRANT FOR REVITALIZING OAK SAVANNA AT BIG 

ROCK FOREST PRESERVE

WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve District of Kane County, Kane County, Illinois desires to 
restore native habitats within various preserves throughout the County in compliance with the District’s 
mission to preserve and protect such lands; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Edison Company, through their Green Region Program Grant, 
has graciously approved the District for a $10,000 grant to match District funds of $12,000 for a total 
project cost of $22,000; and

WHEREAS, the grant project is entitled “Revitalizing Oak Savanna at Big Rock F.P.” which 
involves the removal of invasive brush from across 17 acres of degraded oak savanna, as well as 
enriching the savanna with a pollinator-friendly native wildflower seed mix; and

WHEREAS, the grant funds will specifically be used to supplement the purchase of native 
wildflower seeds following the removal of invasive weed species from the site; and

WHEREAS, funding for this project, totaling $22,000 shall be budgeted in the FY 2024/2025 
budget; and

WHEREAS, the grant funds of $10,000 have been received by the District in advance of the 
project start; and

WHEREAS, the District has received and understands the current ComEd Green Region 
Program Guidelines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Forest 
Preserve District of Kane County, Kane County, Illinois, that the President be and hereby is authorized 
to accept grant funds from the ComEd Green Region Program Grant and authorizes the expenditure 
of the matching funds for the project in compliance with the District’s mission to preserve and protect 
such lands.

APPROVED AND PASSED on this 8th day of August 2023.

___________________________                           ____________________________

Christopher Kious                                                       Myrna Molina

President, Kane Forest Preserve                              Secretary, Kane Forest Preserve

Kane County, Illinois                                                   Kane County, Illinois

Page 1 Printed on 7/21/23 Kane County
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
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DATE:   July 25, 2023 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee 

FROM:  Patrick Chess, Director of Natural Resources 

Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of Acceptance of a 2023 ComEd Green Region Program Grant  
 

 
PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider acceptance of a $10,000 
ComEd Green Region Program Grant for the Revitalizing Oak Savanna at Big Rock F.P. project. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
For over ten years, the ComEd Green Region Grant program has awarded grants of up to $10,000 for conservation 
projects based in Northern Illinois. This grant is administered by Openlands and is open to units of local government to 
apply. Special focus in the 2023 grant program was given to projects that both recognize the importance to conserving 
pollinators, as well as increasing climate resiliency. 
 
In March of 2023, Forest Preserve District of Kane County staff submitted an application to the ComEd Green Region 
Grant program for the Revitalizing Oak Savanna at Big Rock F.P. project. This project involves the removal of woody and 
herbaceous invasive species from a 17 acre degraded oak savanna and follows up that process with an enrichment seed 
mix focused on increasing pollinator friendly wildflowers. To complete this project, the District proposed using the 
$10,000 in grant funds and $9,000 in matching District funds to purchase the seed mix. An additional $3,000 in matching 
funds would be used to aid in the invasive species removal for a total project cost of $22,000. 
 
The District was notified in July of 2023 that the Revitalizing Oak Savanna at Big Rock F.P. project had been approved and 
would be receiving the full $10,000 grant requested. This approval came complete with a check for the full grant amount 
up front. As a part of the grant acceptance procedure, a Board resolution accepting the grant funds is required. 
 
At this time, staff is recommending the acceptance of the $10,000 ComEd Green Region Program Grant for the 
Revitalizing Oak Savanna at Big Rock F.P. project.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
The District will receive $10,000 from the ComEd Green Region Grant Program to complete the project. The District will 
also be responsible for providing $12,000 in matching funds. All funds will be budgeted in the FY 2024/2025 Budget to 
be spent before the grant deadline of March 21, 2025. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends acceptance of the $10,000 ComEd Green Region Program Grant for the Revitalizing Oak Savanna at 
Big Rock F.P. project. 
 
ATTACHMENT:  Project Area Map 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

FP RESOLUTION NO. TMP-23-1010

RESOLUTION APPROVING A REQUEST TO SUBMIT AN IDNR OPEN 
SPACE LAND ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT (OSLAD) GRANT 

APPLICATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF RUTLAND FOREST 
PRESERVE

WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve District of Kane County, Kane County, Illinois desires 
to seek the aid of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources through funding from the Open 
Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant to assist in funding for the Rutland 
Forest Preserve Development Project; and

WHEREAS, the improvements include new and improved roadway and parking areas, 
agriculture-to-prairie natural area conversions, improved shelters and fishing access; and

WHEREAS, the OSLAD grant will provide up to 50% ($400,000 cap) reimbursement 
for those funds spent on projects, the IDNR has graciously consented to support the District in 
past efforts to provide recreational development and improvements for the Citizens of Kane 
County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Forest 
Preserve District of Kane County, Kane County, Illinois, that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized and approved to seek grants from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) for the assistance in the improvements and developments in the project listed above 
by applying for an Open Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant for the 
Development of Rutland Forest Preserve.

APPROVED AND PASSED on this 8th day of August 2023.

___________________________                           ____________________________

Christopher Kious                                                       Myrna Molina

President, Kane Forest Preserve                              Secretary, Kane Forest Preserve

Kane County, Illinois                                                   Kane County, Illinois

Page 1 Printed on 7/21/23 Kane County
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: July 25, 2023 

TO: Forest Preserve Finance and Administration Committee 

FROM: Zach Tegge, Landscape Architect 

Ben Haberthur, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of a Request to Submit an IDNR Open Space 

Land Acquisition & Development (OSLAD) Grant Application for the 

Development of Rutland Forest Preserve 
 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider 
applying for an Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Open Space Land Acquisition 
Development (OSLAD) Grant for the Development of the Rutland Forest Preserve. 

BACKGROUND: 
Rutland Forest Preserve is a 294-acre preserve in Hampshire.  In 2020, the District was 
awarded a Land Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant of $750,000 to assist with the 
purchase of 172 acres including the Rutland Bog.  As a condition of the grant, the District 
needs to begin implementation of the site plan and incorporate the farm areas into the overall 
site plan for Rutland Forest Preserve. The project includes new and improved roadway and 
parking areas, agriculture-to-prairie natural area conversions, improved shelters and fishing 
access. 
Staff is requesting permission to apply for the IDNR OSLAD Grant to assist with funding the 
project. The grant will reimburse the District 50% of the construction costs up to a $400,000 
match. Staff is recommending a maximum project t amount of $800,000 at this time to 
maximize the grant.  

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
If approve funds totaling $800,000 will need to be allocated in the 2024/25 fiscal year.  There 
is no expense required to submit the grant application. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Committee approve the request to apply for an IDNR OSLAD grant for 
the development of Rutland Forest Preserve. 

 

 ATTACHMENTS: Rutland Forest Preserve 2019 OSLAD PLAN 
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