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 1996 S. Kirk Rd Ste 320 
  Geneva, IL 60134 

 Forest Preserve, Finance and Administration Committee 
 Meeting Minutes 

President Bill Lenert, Chair Rick Williams, Vice-Chair Jon Gripe, Gary Daugherty, Mo Iqbal, 
Leslie Juby, Bill Roth 

Tuesday, August 26, 2025 2:00 PM 3rd Floor Board Room 
I. Call To Order 

The Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee meeting was held Tuesday, 
August 26, 2025. Chair Williams called the meeting to order at 2:00PM at the Administration 
Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 320, Geneva, IL 60134.  

 Remote Attendance Approval 
Commissioner Daugherty, Gripe 
PRESENT President Bill Lenert 
 Chairman Rick Williams 

 Vice-Chair Jon Gripe (Remote) 
 Commissioner Gary Daugherty (Remote) 

 Commissioner Mo Iqbal  
 Commissioner Leslie Juby  
 Commissioner Bill Roth  

 ABSENT:         None.  
Also Present: Exec. Dir. Haberthur; NRM Dir. Chess; Dir. Comm. Engagement Metanchuk & 
staff Swanson; HR Dir. Clough; Ops. Dir. Jensen & staff Sparks; Dir. of Finance Petschke; 
Chief of Police Burger; Attorney Price of Ancel and Glink; HR Dir. Clough; Admin. staff Figliozzi, 
Rafferty.  

II. Approval of Minutes from July 29, 2025 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
 MOVER Mo Iqbal  

AYE: Bill Lenert, Gary Daugherty, Jon Gripe, Mo Iqbal, Leslie Juby,  
Bill Roth, Rick Williams 

III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 
None. 

IV. Bids and Proposals 
 TMP-25-1021 Resolution Approving the Purchase of One 96” Toro 7500 Z   
 Master for the Operations Department 

Dir. of Operations Jensen presented the purchase of a mower for the Operations 
Department. Funding was approved in the fiscal year 2025/26 budget for the 
replacement of mower #306, a 2008 Toro 4000D Groundsmaster with 2,561 hours. The 
Toro 4000D mowers were originally purchased in 2008-2009 as wide area finish mowers 
for North and South Operations. These machines are part of Toro’s commercial line, 
specifically designed for golf course use. These specialized models have functioned well 
enough for staff to operate them until the end of their usable life, but a model change is 
recommended to better meet the District’s needs at a reduced price point. The District 
purchased a Toro 7500 Z Master with a 96” cutting deck last year. This relatively new 
model from Toro is in use in the South Operations division and has proven durable, 
efficient, lighter, and easier to secure when trailering.  
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The cost of a Toro 7500 Z Master is almost half that of a 4000D. The 96” Toro 7500 Z 
Master is available through the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Agreement, with 
Ralph Helm Inc. of Elgin, Illinois, being an authorized dealer. The Sourcewell contract 
offers a 27% reduction off of MSRP, for a savings of $12,299.58. 
DISCUSSION: None.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER Bill Roth 
 SECONDER: Leslie Juby  

AYE: Bill Lenert, Gary Daugherty, Jon Gripe, Mo Iqbal, Leslie Juby,  
Bill Roth, Rick Williams 

 TMP-25-1019 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Two 2025 Ford F-150 
Police Responder Pickup Trucks for the Public Safety 
Department, One 2025 Ford F-450 Crew Cab Truck, and One 
2025 Ford F-550 Extended Cab Dump Truck for the Natural 
Resources Department 

District Fleet Manager Sparks presented the purchase of the four trucks for the two 
departments. All four vehicles being presented are part of the District’s replacement 
schedule. For Public Safety, the two Ford F-150 Police Responder 4x4 pickup trucks will 
replace squads #224 and #225. Squad #224 is a 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe with 119,000 
miles, and #225 is a 2016 Chevrolet Tahoe with 149,000 miles. These vehicles provide 
daily patrols and security presence on District property, as well as provide emergency 
response to calls for service. The cost of one 2025 Ford F-150 Police Responder 4x4 
pickup is $48,940. Additionally, $15,248 is being requested to outfit the trucks with 
needed emergency lighting, sirens, and protective controls, for a single unit cost of 
$64,188, and a total cost for two vehicles of $128,376, as presented. A 2025 Ford F-450 
Crew Cab 4x4 will be replacing truck #66, a 2008 Ford F-450 with 64,000 miles assigned 
to Natural Resource Management (NRM). This truck is used to transport medium to 
heavy equipment, as well as staff and materials to properties throughout the County. It is 
being equipped with an aluminum flatbed and a 30,000-pound gooseneck ball, capable 
of safely using the District’s current trailer inventory, as well as providing versatility to 
meet future demands. The cost of this vehicle is $77,500.  
 
A 2025 Ford F-550 Extended Cab, 4x4 dump truck will be replacing truck #67, a 2012 
Ford F-550 dump truck with 57,000 miles, also assigned to NRM. This vehicle serves as 
the only dump truck assigned to NRM and is responsible for transportation of heavy 
equipment, bulk material hauling needs, and is fitted with a temporary water tank to 
support prescribed burns. Total cost of the F-550 chassis and dump box is $99,209. 
The two Ford F-150 Police Responder pickups, Ford F-450, and Ford F-550 are 
available through the State of Illinois Procurement Contract with Morrow Brothers Ford, 
Greenfield, Illinois, as the qualified, lowest bidder for each. Funds totaling $160,000 
were approved in the fiscal year 2025/26 budget and are sufficiently available to cover 
the purchase and upfit the two police pickups totaling $128,376. Funding under the 
Natural Resources Automotive Equipment account was also approved for $180,000, and 
is sufficiently available to cover the total purchase cost of $176,709 for the Ford F-450 
Crew Cab 4x4 and the Ford F-550 Extended Cab 4x4 dump for Natural Resource 
Management. 
DISCUSSION: None.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER Leslie Juby 
 SECONDER: Mo Iqbal 
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AYE: Bill Lenert, Gary Daugherty, Jon Gripe, Mo Iqbal, Leslie Juby,  
Bill Roth, Rick Williams 

V. New or Unfinished Business 
 TMP-25-1023 Resolution Authorizing A One-Year Fuel Contract 

Dir. of Finance Petschke presented the fuel contract. The purpose of this memorandum 
is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of a one-year fuel 
contract, starting December 1, 2025 and ending November 30, 2026 with J.T. Barrier 
LLC of Lemont, Illinois, to provide the District with unleaded gasoline and B5 biodiesel 
fuels. Executing this agreement for the one-year period will allow the District to remain 
on the County’s next bid for fuel delivery. 
 
The District partnered with Kane County in July 2025 to be included on the joint fuel bid 
that included the City of Aurora, Kane County Division of Transportation (KDOT) and 
various other County departments. The bid was structured so that the base cost of the 
fuel is determined from the Oil Price Information Service (OPIS) low rack pricing on the 
date of the delivery, and the quoted per-gallon mark-up contained within the bid. Due to 
the District having smaller above ground tanks (500 – 1,500 gallons), the mark-up 
quoted by the vendors was higher as compared to the County, which takes full semi-
loads per delivery. J.T. Barrier LLC had the lowest mark-up fee rate for this contract on 
unleaded gasoline at $0.115 and B5 biodiesel at $0.125 per gallon, which is a reduction 
compared to the current rate of delivery of $0.13 per gallon for both gasoline and B5 
biodiesel. Within the various departmental accounts, a total of $221,529 is budgeted in 
the current fiscal year for fuel. The reduction in markup for delivery will ensure that the 
District stays within the anticipated budget for the 2026  
fiscal year. 
DISCUSSION: None.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER Leslie Juby 
 SECONDER: Mo Iqbal 

AYE: Bill Lenert, Gary Daugherty, Jon Gripe, Mo Iqbal, Leslie Juby,  
Bill Roth, Rick Williams 

 TMP-25-1025 Resolution Approving the Forest Preserve District’s Holiday 
Schedule for 2026 

HR Dir. Clough presented the Holiday schedule for the 2026 calendar year. In 2025, the 
Board of Commissioners approved a holiday schedule which aligned with the Supreme 
Court of Illinois’ State Court Holiday Calendar and which was consistent with the 
scheduled closures for Kane County offices. This schedule met the recommendations of 
the District’s compensation and classification study’s benefits analysis for 
competitiveness in recruitment and retention. To maintain this consistency, and to 
continue to provide competitive paid time off benefits, staff is proposing the approval of 
the same schedule of holidays for 2026, with the exception of one (1) holiday, the Day 
After Christmas, which has been removed for a total of fifteen (15) paid holidays. 
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Iqbal questioned why the District was offering the Spring 
Holiday. He felt it was an unnecessary addition. Dir. of HR Clough explained that the 
District mirror’s Kane County and the Chief Judge’s holiday schedule as standard 
practice. She noted the difference of the 2025 calendar year that had included the day 
after Christmas, which was not included in the 2026 calendar.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER Bill Roth 
 SECONDER: Leslie Juby  
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AYE: Bill Lenert, Gary Daugherty, Jon Gripe, Mo Iqbal, Leslie Juby,  
Bill Roth, Rick Williams 

VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  
 Litigation and Personnel 

None.  
VII. Communications 

Dir. of Community Engagement Metanchuk promoted the Great Orb Hunt event back by popular 
demand. The event starts September 4th and runs through Sept 30th, 2025. There will be an 
added location this year, more information is available on the District’s website. The 2025 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be held on September 10th, 2025 at the Red Oak Center. 
Lastly, the Kane Forest Foundation will be hosting the annual Golf Outing on September 11, 
2025.  

VIII. Chairman's Comments 
 None.  
IX. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 2:17PM.  
 RESULT: APPROVED BY VOICE VOTE 
 MOVER Leslie Juby 
 SECONDER: Bill Roth  

AYE: Bill Lenert, Gary Daugherty, Jon Gripe, Mo Iqbal, Leslie Juby,  
Bill Roth, Rick Williams 

 Rick Williams, Chairman 
Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 
 


