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 1996 S. Kirk Rd Ste 320 
  Geneva, IL 60134 

 Forest Preserve, Finance and Administration Committee 
 Meeting Minutes 

Chairman Dale Berman, President Christopher Kious, Treasurer Bill Lenert, Deborah Allan, 
Michelle Gumz, Leslie Juby, Jarett Sanchez, Vern Tepe, Rick Williams 

 
Thursday, November 16, 2023 3:00 PM 3rd Floor Board Room 
 
I. Call to Order 

The Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee meeting was held  
Thursday, November 16 2023. Chair Berman called the meeting the order at 3:00 PM at the 
Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 320, Geneva, IL 60134. The meeting 
was held as discussion with presentation only due to lack of in person attendance quorum. All 
items on the agenda for approval were deferred to the Executive Committee meeting per 
President Kious.  
 
PRESENT President Chris Kious 

  Chairman Dale Berman  
 Commissioner Leslie Juby 
 Commissioner Vern Tepe 

REMOTE:  Commissioner Bill Lenert 
 Commissioner Michelle Gumz 
 Commissioner Deborah Allan 
ABSENT:  Commissioner Rick Williams 

 Commissioner Jarett Sanchez  
 

Also Present: Exec. Dir. Haberthur, CFO Petschke & staff Carrano, Marrano; Dir. of NRM 
Chess; Chief of Planning & Land Mgmt. Rooks-Lopez; Dir. of Ops. Pentecost; Comm. Affairs 
Dir. Metanchuk, Sgt. Hayes; Exec. Assist. Figliozzi & staff Rafferty and Attorney Hodge.  

 
II. Approval of Minutes of October 24, 2023 

No vote taken due to lack of quorum. Minutes will be presented at the next Finance and 
Administration Committee for approval.    

III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 
 None.     
IV. Bids and Proposals 
 TMP-23-1528 Resolution Approving the Purchase of One (1) John Deere 5100EP 

Tractor for the South Operations Division 
Dir. of Ops. Pentecost discussed the purchase of a tractor for the South Operations department.  
Based on the District’s replacement schedule, one New Holland 545D tractor for South 
Operations was approved in the 2023-24 budget. The tractor is a 2003, has high hours and is 
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on track to be replaced at the 20-year life expectancy. Once replaced the District will sell the old 
tractor at auction to recover resale value.  
The District is requesting the utilization of the Sourcewell Joint Purchasing Program versus 
independent competitive bidding. Sourcewell is a national purchasing cooperative program that 
completes the competitive bid process on behalf of governmental bodies. Therefore, the District 
is authorized to utilize the co-op for specific materials, vehicles and equipment. The contract 
from Sourcewell does have AHW LLC as the authorized local dealer and provides a 19% 
reduction to the MSRP for the tractor and additional desired options. Funds totaling $85,000 
were budgeted for the purchase of this tractor in the 2023-24 fiscal year. Sufficient funds of 
$93,505.88 are available to cover the $72,219.56 to purchase the tractor. 
DISCUSSION: None.   

 
V. New or Unfinished Business 

TMP-23-1511 An Ordinance Approving an Amendment to FP-O-22-05-0582  
Ordinance for the Annual Budget Appropriation Fiscal Year 2022-2023  
CFO Petschke presented a budget amendment to fiscal year 2022-2023.  
The District approved an Ordinance authorizing the Annual Budget Appropriation for the fiscal 
year 2022-2023 on May 10, 2022. Since that time, the District has been in communication with 
the IMRF to confirm the exact amount of the employer portion of the ERI offered to select 
employees from January 2022 - January 2023. IMRF representatives recently confirmed that 
the final employer amount due is $2,071,022.11. If this amount is not paid by January 1, 2024, it 
would start to accrue interest at a rate of 7.25% of the negative ERI reserve balance. In addition 
to the interest accrual, the employer annual contribution rate from IMRF would also be 
increased for calendar year 2024 by 2.61% in order to reduce the negative IMRF reserve. This 
additional annual contribution percentage will be revised as soon as the negative ERI reserve 
balance is paid.    
 
An amendment of the Annual Budget Appropriation Ordinance is necessary because the 
employer portion of the ERI and due date was not disclosed by IMRF until late October 2023. 
This information was not known when the Annual Budget Appropriation was approved for fiscal 
year 2022-2023. In order to remain compliant with State Statute and Governmental Audit 
Standards Board (GASB) standards it is necessary to amend the budget for the General Fund 
to authorize a transfer of funds to the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund. In addition, it is 
necessary to increase the employer expense account for the ERI payment.   
Finance staff worked with the District’s Corporate Counsel and the District’s Audit Firm to review 
the Amendment to the Annual Budget Appropriation Ordinance for Fiscal Year 22-23. The 
amendment as presented will ensure compliance with State Statute, compliance with GASB 
standards and compliance with the District’s Fund Balance policy. It will also allow the District to 
remain eligible for the Government Finance Officers Association’s Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting. The amendment to the Annual Budget Appropriation 
Ordinance will authorize a transfer of funds from the General Fund to the Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund in the amount of $2,071,022.11. An increase to the budget for general ledger 
account in the IL Municipal Retirement Fund from $335,234.00 to $2,406,256.11. (An increase 
of $2,071,022.11)  
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Juby asked what the budgeted amount was originally. CFO 
Petschke responded that the District did not have an exact figure and could not appropriately 
budget due to the unknown of individuals that would choose to accept the ERI.  
   

TMP-23-1309 Presentation and Approval of the Closed Session Minutes 
Minutes will be presented at the Executive Committee meeting.     



 
 
 

3 
 

VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  
 Litigation and Personnel 
 None.  
 
VII. Communications 

Comm. Affairs Dir. Metanchuk presented the Winter Tree Line brochure. Upcoming programs 
were shared; these are available on the website as well. The Interpretive signs for the RTP 
Project will be installed at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve.  
 
Whooping cranes were seen at Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve. These cranes are critically 
endangered; ABC Chicago news, WTTW and local press covered this sighting. Pictures can be 
seen on the District’s social media page.  

VIII. Chairman's Comments 
 None.    
IX. Adjournment 

Discussions ended at 3:23PM. 
 
 
 
 

 Dale Berman, Chairman 
Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 
 


