1996 S. Kirk Rd. Suite 320
Geneva, IL 60134

Forest Preserve District, Land Acquisition Committee

Meeting Minutes
President Bill Lenert, Chair Anita Lewis, Vice-Chair Mike Linder, Sonia Garcia,
Michelle Gumz, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez
Thursday, April 24, 2025 8:30 AM 3rd Floor Board Room
. Call To Order
The Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee meeting was held Thursday, April 24,
2025 at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road Suite 320 Geneva, IL 60134.
Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.
Remote Attendance Approval
Commissioner Sanchez
PRESENT President Bill Lenert
Chair Anita Lewis
Vice Chair Michael Linder
Commissioner Bill Roth
Commissioner Jarett Sanchez (Remote)
ABSENT Commissioner Sonia Garcia
Commissioner Michelle Gumz
Also Present: Commissioners Allan (Remote), Gripe, Juby (Remote), Kious (Remote), Williams
(Remote); Exec. Dir. Haberthur; HR Dir. Clough; Sgt. Hayes; Dir. of Finance Petschke; NRM
Dir. Chess; Chief of Planning & Land Protection Rooks-Lopez; Dir. of Comm. Engagement
Metanchuk & staff Kovach; Dir. of Ops. Jensen; Attorney Hodge and Exec. Assist. Figliozzi
Il Approval of Minutes from March 27, 2025

RESULT: APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT
MOVER: Mike Linder
AYE: Bill Lenert, Mike Linder, Anita Lewis, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez
ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz
M. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes)
None.

V. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential
Litigation and Personnel
The Committee moved into Executive Closed Session at 8:33AM to discuss land acquisition.

RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE

MOVER: Bill Roth

SECONDER: Mike Linder

AYE: Bill Lenert, Mike Linder, Anita Lewis, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez
ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz

The Committee returned to Open Session at 9:11AM on a motion by Roth second by Linder.
Roll call vote was taken, unanimous vote.
V. New or Unfinished Business
TMP-25-505 Resolution Approving a Storm Water Easement Agreement at
Hannaford Woods Forest Preserve with Crown Development
Exec. Dir. Haberthur presented the storm water easement agreement. Hannaford
Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve is comprised of 400 acres that surround
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Waubonsee Community College in Sugar Grove. The majority of the northern boundary
of the preserve is defined by Merrill Road. Crown Community Development (Crown) is
beginning construction on Phase 1 of its 760-acre mixed-use development known as
“The Grove”, this summer. Phase 1 of the project is primarily residential units on the
north side of Merrill Road and bounded by lllinois 47 to the west. The land on which this
project is to be built drains to the south via culvert onto Hannaford Woods. The current
land use is agricultural. Crown’s development project will decrease the amount of
permeable surface across their project area and thereby increase the amount of
stormwater to be managed north of Merrill Rd.

In early 2025 the Village of Sugar Grove and Crown Development contacted the District
to request a stormwater easement. lllinois drainage law requires the District, as a
downstream neighbor, to natural volumes of water from upstream neighbors (to permit
drainage), but has provisions to ensure water velocity does not increase on downstream
neighbors, which could result in soil erosion. Staff met with Crown and their engineers in
March to evaluate changes in stormwater volume and velocities and how they might
affect Hannaford Woods. Staff specified changes in the stormwater discharge point that
will ensure the stormwater that discharges under Merrill Road and onto Forest Preserve
property will be properly managed. These requirements primarily consist of a new level
spreader, which is a device that converts the high energy level in high-velocity flow into
sheet flow, thereby dispersing the energy in the discharged water, so that it may infiltrate
into the soil. The proposed easement is necessary to provide stormwater discharge for
Crown’s Phase 1 development and to allow access for discharge point improvements
and perpetual maintenance, post construction. Crown Community Development also
does business as Sugar Grove LLC.

DISCUSSION: None.

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee
MOVER: Bill Roth

SECONDER: Mike Linder

AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth,

and Jarett Sanchez

ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz

TMP-25-504 Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of Lands by Gift in the
Village of Sugar Grove
Dir. of Planning and Land Protection Rooks-Lopez presented the acceptance of lands
agreement. Lennar Homes is in the process of receiving final approval from the Village
of Sugar Grove for a 322-unit residential development (174 single-family home; 148
townhome) at the intersection of Galena Rd and lllinois Route 56. Known as Brighton
Ridge, this development is adjacent to the District’'s 235-acre Bliss Woods Forest
Preserve.
In early 2025, the District was contacted by Lennar Homes at the behest of Sugar Grove
Park District. Lennar is seeking to dedicate approximately 42 acres of land to the District,
as the incorporation of open space into the development will enhance the desirability of
living at Brighton Ridge.
Staff evaluation of the natural area value of the donation parcel show it to be comprised
primarily of non-native species and in need of restoration; however, this parcel will link
the District’'s Aurora West (715 acres) and Bliss Woods Forest Preserves. Protection of
this parcel will assist with maintenance of the Virgil Gilman Trail as well as provide a
transportation corridor and habitat for our native wildlife.
Staff and legal counsel have worked with Lennar to ensure that the proposed property
boundaries will not create any undue encroachment burden, and clarified that the Fox
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VI.

VII.

VIIL.

Metro Water Reclamation District maintenance path onsite remains the maintenance
responsibility of that District.

Additionally, Lennar Homes will be donating $20,000 to the District to begin the
ecological restoration on the donated parcel.

DISCUSSION: Commissioner Linder asked about the vegetation that the District would
need to clear. Exec. Dir. Haberthur responded that the restoration would have to be a
brush management, either staff or contracted, to replant with prairie and the correct
vegetation. He noted that the $20,000 will start the process. Chair Lewis noted that this
was well negotiated. Commissioner Roth asked if the $20,000 would cover the
restoration. Exec. Dir. Haberthur responded that to completely restore the total acreage
would cost an estimated $160,000, however the $20,000 is a good start and will give
inhouse staff a starting point.

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee
MOVER: Bill Roth
SECONDER: Mike Linder
AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Michael Linder, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez
ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz
Communications
None.
Chairman's Comments
None.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:18AM
RESULT: APPROVED BY VOICE VOTE
MOVER: Bill Roth
SECONDER: Mike Linder
AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez
ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz

Chair Anita Lewis
Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee
Forest Preserve District of Kane County

Respectfully Submitted,

Gabriella Figliozzi
Recording Secretary



