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 1996 S. Kirk Rd. Suite 320 
  Geneva, IL  60134 

 Forest Preserve District, Land Acquisition Committee 
 Meeting Minutes 
 President Bill Lenert, Chair Anita Lewis, Vice-Chair Mike Linder, Sonia Garcia,  
 Michelle Gumz, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 
Thursday, August 28, 2025 8:30 AM 3rd Floor Board Room 
I. Call To Order 

The Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee meeting was held Thursday, August 
28, 2025 at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road Suite 320 Geneva, IL 
60134. Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.  

 Remote Attendance Approval 
 Commissioner Gumz 
 PRESENT President Bill Lenert 
 Chair Anita Lewis 
 Vice Chair Michael Linder 
 Commissioner Sonia Garcia (Arrived in person at 8:48AM) 
  Commissioner Michelle Gumz (Remote) 
 Commissioner Bill Roth 
 ABSENT Commissioner Jarett Sanchez 

Also Present: Commissioners: Allan (Remote), Gripe (Remote), Juby (Remote), Penesis 
(Remote); Exec. Dir. Haberthur; HR Dir. Clough; Sgt. Hayes; Dir. of Finance Petschke; NRM 
Dir. Chess; Chief of Planning & Land Protection Rooks-Lopez; Dir. of Comm. Engagement 
Metanchuk & staff Kovach; Dir. of Ops. Jensen; Attorney Price; Admin staff Figliozzi & Rafferty 
and members of the public.   

II. Approval of Minutes from July 31, 2025 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
 MOVER: Mike Linder  
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, Michelle Gumz, Bill Roth 
 ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Jarett Sanchez   
III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 

St. Charles, IL resident Steve Leffler, spoke in regards to a historical building known as the 
Amasa White House in Kane County. He remarked on the condition of the building and felt that 
the Forest Preserve District should acquire the building and restore it as a historical site. Chair 
Lewis asked Mr. Leffler what his relationship/interest was with this historical structure. Mr. 
Leffler responded that he recently became a member of the Fox Valley Preservation Partners 
and was interested in restoring this building.  

 
The member of the public requested a change in the agenda order to allow the closed session portion 
to be called after the resolutions on the agenda. Chair Lewis accepted the request and addressed 
Agenda item V. New or Unfinished Business prior to the closed session.  
  
IV. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  

Litigation and Personnel (Commissioner Garcia arrived in person at 8:48 AM) 
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The Committee moved into Executive Closed Session at 8:48AM to discuss land acquisition. 

 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth  
 SECONDER: Sonia Garcia 

AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz 
Bill Roth 

 ABSENT: Jarett Sanchez 
 

The Committee returned to Open Session at 9:20 AM on a motion by Roth, second by Lenert. 
Roll call vote was taken, unanimous vote.  

  
V. New or Unfinished Business 

TMP-25-728 Resolution Authorizing a Utility Easement with METRONET for 
the Installation and Maintenance of Fiber Optic Service at the 
Great Western Trail in Campton Township 

Dir. of Planning and Land Protection Rooks- Lopez presented the easement request. 
The District maintains over 200 miles of linear trail across the county, including the Great 
Western Trail. This east-west regional trail nearly bisects the county. The 18-mile path 
begins at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve in St. Charles and extends to eastern 
Sycamore in DeKalb County at its western terminus. In April 2025, the District was 
contacted by representatives of Metronet with a request to install a fiber optic service 
line through a section of the Great Western Trail to provide services to the Campton Hills 
subdivision on Hidden Oaks Road. The proposed easement permits Metronet to 
construct and maintain a 1 1/2” conduit underground by directional bore, so as to not 
disturb the land, trail or public use through the entire easement. Metronet will pay a one-
time fee of $5,000 for the easement rights. 
DISCUSSION: None.  

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 
 SECONDER: Bill Lenert 

AYE: Michelle Gumz, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, Bill Roth 
ABSENT:       Sonia Garcia, Jarett Sanchez  

 TMP-25-886 Resolution Authorizing the District to Apply for IDNR OSLAD   
  Grant Funds For Acquisition Funding Assistance of a Property 

in Dundee Township, Adjacent to Schweitzer Woods Forest 
Preserve 

Dir. of Planning and Land Protection Rooks- Lopez presented the request to apply for an 
OSLAD grant. In March 2025 the District entered into a lease agreement with the 
Conservation Foundation for the use and maintenance of approximately 122.092 acres 
of land in West Dundee adjacent to Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve, locally known 
as the “Galvin” parcels. In May 2025, the District submitted an application for acquisition 
funding assistance through the IDNR, Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) for 
up to $750,000.00. The IDNR ‘highly recommends’ acquisition applicants apply for both 
LWCF and OSLAD programs although only one program will be awarded. If awarded, 
the grant would reimburse up to 50% ($1,125,000.00 cap) for the purchase of the 
property. 

DISCUSSION: Commissioner Gumz expressed her concerns with grant funding noting 
that monies are not guaranteed. Exec. Dir. Haberthur responded that he understood the 
concerns and that funding sources have been reviewed. Chair Lewis commented that 
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Representative Matt Hansen has expressed his support for the District and would be a 
positive voice if a letter of support were needed. Commissioner Allan noted that the 
OSLAD funding had been created initially from property taxes and designed to help fund 
these types of projects. 

 RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
 MOVER: Michelle Gumz 
 SECONDER: Mike Linder 

AYE: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, 
Bill Roth 

ABSENT:       Jarett Sanchez 
VI. Communications 
 None.  
VII. Chairman's Comments 
 None.  
VIII. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:21AM 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY VOICE VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Lenert 
 SECONDER: Sonia Garcia 

AYE: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz, Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, 
Bill Roth 

ABSENT:       Jarett Sanchez 
  
  

Anita Lewis, Chair   
Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 
 


