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 1996 S. Kirk Rd. Suite 320 
  Geneva, IL  60134 

 Forest Preserve District, Land Acquisition Committee 
 Meeting Minutes 
 President Bill Lenert, Chair Anita Lewis, Vice-Chair Mike Linder, Sonia Garcia,  
 Michelle Gumz, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 
Thursday, July 31, 2025 8:30 AM 3rd Floor Board Room 
I. Call To Order 

The Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee meeting was held Thursday, July 31, 
2025 at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road Suite 320 Geneva, IL 60134. 
Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.  

 Remote Attendance Approval 
 Commissioner Sanchez  
 PRESENT President Bill Lenert 
 Chair Anita Lewis 
 Vice Chair Michael Linder 
 Commissioner Bill Roth 
 Commissioner Jarett Sanchez (Remote) 
 ABSENT Commissioner Sonia Garcia 
  Commissioner Michelle Gumz 

Also Present: Commissioners Gripe, Juby (Remote); Exec. Dir. Haberthur; HR Dir. Clough; 
Sgt. Hayes; Dir. of Finance Petschke; NRM Dir. Chess; Chief of Planning & Land Protection 
Rooks-Lopez; Dir. of Comm. Engagement Metanchuk & staff Kovach; Dir. of Ops. Jensen; 
Attorney Price; Admin staff Figliozzi & Rafferty and members of the public.  

II. Approval of Minutes from June 26, 2025 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 
 SECONDER: Bill Lenert 
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Mike Linder, Anita Lewis, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz 
 
III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 
 None.    
IV. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, License Agreements, Potential  
 Litigation and Personnel 

The Committee moved into Executive Closed Session at 8:34 AM to discuss land acquisition. 
 RESULT: APPROVED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth  
 SECONDER: Bill Lenert 
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Mike Linder, Anita Lewis, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT: Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz 

The Committee returned to Open Session at 9:13 AM on a motion by Roth, second by Lewis. 
Roll call vote was taken, unanimous vote.  
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V. New or Unfinished Business 
None.  

VI. Communications 
 None.   
VII. Chairman's Comments 

Chair Lewis commented that the District provides opportunities to local farmers by leasing land 
that is scheduled for future restoration. She felt that this is a benefit to local farmers and the 
County as a whole. Exec. Dir. Haberthur noted that the mission of the District is to restore land 
and that leasing the land to farmers can be seen as a criticism, however the District has 
continued to add land each year to the restoration efforts. Commissioner Lewis responded that 
there is still an agricultural need for the County and should be seen as a benefit. Commissioner 
Linder commented that the District acquires land with the intention for restoration. Exec. Dir. 
Haberthur responded that, yes that the District continues to apply for grant funding for the 
restoration efforts as it is costly.  
 

Commissioner Roth asked how many acres in total the District had in agriculture. Exec. Dir. 
Haberthur stated that the District is one of the largest counties for public farming with an 
estimated 6,000 acres in agriculture. The tenant farm lease is the District’s main source of 
revenue.  
 
Commissioner Gripe asked about herbicides, specifically round-up. Exec. Dir. Haberthur 
responded that the District has policies and practices that are permitted. There are a number of 
banned herbicides and the District has certain restrictions for different areas.  
 
Derke Price, the District’s newly appointed attorney was asked to answer questions regarding 
round-up related legal concerns. Attorney Price noted some cases that included proper and 
improper use of PPE during applications of and exposure to round -up. Dir. Haberthur 
responded to concerns regarding drift, noting this has been a topic of concern. 
 
Commissioner Allan asked Dir. Haberthur how the District transitions agriculture fields into 
prairie during restoration. Dir. Haberthur explained how the District moves from soy bean to 
prairie. Growth period for seed is estimated about three years from spreading to root growth. 
Main opponent is the non-migratory geese that eat the seeds.    

VIII. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 9:34AM 

 RESULT: APPROVED BY VOICE VOTE 
 MOVER: Bill Roth 
 SECONDER: Bill Lenert  
 AYE: Bill Lenert, Anita Lewis, Mike Linder, Bill Roth, Jarett Sanchez 
 ABSENT:  Sonia Garcia, Michelle Gumz 
  
  

Anita Lewis, Chair   
Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gabriella Figliozzi 
Gabriella Figliozzi 
Recording Secretary 


