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Finance Report
2020 Updates to the Comprehensive Master Plan

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances -
Governmental Funds for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

General
Revenues
Taxes S 6,823,075
Licenses, Permits and Fees S 364,688
Intergovernmental S 4,898
Charges for Services S 1,895,090
Fines and Forfeitures S 11,231
Interest S 280,014
Miscellaneous S 191,651
Total Revenues S 9,570,647
Expenditures
Current
General Government S 7,699,772
Land Acquisition and Development S -
Capital Outlay S 716,652
Debt Service
Principal Retirement S -
Interest and Fiscal Charges S -
Total Expenditures S 8,416,424
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures S 1,154,223
Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Transfer In S -
Transfer Out S (742,395)

S (742,395)

Net Change in Fund Balances S 411,828
Fund Balances - Beginning S 7,432,183
Fund Balances - Ending S 7,844,011
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Finance Report
2020 Updates to the Comprehensive Master Plan

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Fund Net Position - Proprietary Funds
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Business-Type
Activities

Cultural and
Events Center

Operating Revenues

Charges for Services 165,000
Operating Expenses
Operations 10,967
Depreciation and Amortization 745,791
Total Operating Expenses 756,758
Operating (Loss) (591,758)
Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses)
Interest Income 120,465
Interest Expense (128,387)
(7,922)
Income (Loss) Before Contributions (599,680)
Capital Contribution 82,570
Change in Net Position (517,110)
Net Position - Beginning 10,673,164
Net Position - Ending 10,156,054
Net Investment in Capital Assets 6,568,041
Unrestricted 3,588,013
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FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Nonmajor Governmental

Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Special Revenue Funds

lllinois
Municipal Insurance Social
Retirement Liability Security
Revenues
Taxes S 12,730 10,072 11,799
Interest 2,169 3,210 1,526
Miscellaneous - 1,500 -
Total Revenues 14,899 14,782 13,325
Expenditures
General Government 393,683 263,188 349,681
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures (378,784) (248,406) (336,356)
Other Financing Sources
Transfer In 288,879 152,305 301,211
Net Change in Fund Balances (89,905) (96,101) (35,145)
Fund Balances - Beginning 286,732 227,693 209,975
Fund Balances - Ending 196,827 131,592 174,830
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10

Construction & Development Fund

Available Cash Analysis

Current Cash Balance as of 10/31/19 S 18,614,601
Existing Outstanding Projects S (15,681,504)
Aurora Bridge Obligation S (1,650,000)
Available Funds S 1,283,097
Potential Future Revenues - Grants

IDNR Reimbursement (Fabyan Causeway) S 237,921
Raymond St. Tunnel (IDOT) S 539,313
Pingree Grove (NAWCA Grant) S 75,000
Fabyan Bridge (Grand Victoria) S 81,003
Kane County (Settler's Hill) S 4,000,000
Great Western Trail (TAP Grant) S 180,034
Oakhurst Redevelopment (OSLAD Grant) S 400,000
LeRoy Oakes Interpretive Sign (RTP Grant) S 200,000
Future Grant Revenue S 5,713,271
Recurring Revenues

Property Taxes S 112,000
Rentals Agriculture S 500,000
Investment Income S 85,000
Total S 697,000



Current Grant Projects
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New Capital Projects
2020 Updates to the Comprehensive Master Plan

1. Big Rock Forest Preserve (Big Rock)
Bald Eagle & Wild Turkey Habitat
2. Settler’s Hill Golf Course (Geneva)
Clubhouse, Pavilion & Parking Lot
3. LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve/Creek Bend Nature Center (St. Charles)
Interactive Prairie Exhibit (Illinois Public Museum Capital Grant)
4. Village of Sugar Grove
Blackberry Creek Bridge
5. Burnidge Forest Preserve (Elgin)
Tyler Creek Riparian Corridor Restoration
6. Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve (West Dundee)
Pothole Marsh & Woods Restoration
7. Hampshire Forest Preserve (Hampshire)
Fiddlehead Woodland Rescue
8. Glenwood Forest Preserve (Batavia)
Renovation
0. Raceway Woods Forest Preserve (Carpentersville)
New Entrance Road, Parking Lot & Trail Connection (Possible Grant)
10. LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve (St. Charles)

Barn Restorations (Further Evaluation)

I1. Tyler Creek Forest Preserve (Elgin)
Renovation (Possible Grant)

12. Mill Creek Greenway Forest Preserve (Geneva)
New Public Access & Trail Connections (Grant)

13. Fox River Shores Forest Preserve (Carpentersville)
Fox River Fen Restoration

14. Voyageur Landing Forest Preserve (Elgin)
Renovation (2017 Referendum Commitment, Further Evaluation, Possible Grant)

15. Elburn Forest Preserve (Elburn)
Grand Trillium Woodland Project

16. Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve (Elburn)
Parking & Boat/Canoe/Kayak Launch Improvements (Further Evaluation, Possible Grant)

17. Elburn Forest Preserve (Elburn)
Roadway Widening & Parking Improvements (Illinois Route 38 Entrance)

12



Big Rock Forest Preserve (Big Rock)
Bald Eagle & Wild Turkey Habitat

Two of the most inspiring conservation success stories are the return of bald eagles and wild turkey to
their native North American ranges. Kane County is part of these success stories, specifically at
Big Rock Forest Preserve.

Due to widespread use of the insecticide, DDT, bald eagles disappeared from Kane County sometime in
the mid-20th century. However, five years ago, eagles once again recovered enough of their range to be
seen hunting and nesting at and around Big Rock Forest Preserve. Eagles have been observed every year
since 2014.

Habitat loss and uncontrolled hunting of wild turkey had driven it to the point of near-extinction in
the early 1900s. Beginning in 1959, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) began trap-
and-relocation efforts to reestablish self-sustaining populations, across the state. The most-established
population in Kane County now exists at Big Rock Forest Preserve. This birds appear to have reclaimed
the woods naturally, through expansion from reintroduced turkeys.

The proposed woodland and restoration project at Big Rock Forest Preserve would benefit the whole
ecosystem present at the site, but also ensure that the conditions that have attracted the bald eagles and wild
turkeys back to Big Rock are not only maintained, but improved. The scope of the project will focus on
removal of woody vegetation, selective thinning of overstory to leave best-nesting trees for eagles, Reed
canary grass removal from wetland areas and reintroduction of a diverse native seed mix to provide year-
round foraging for wild turkeys.

Keeping breeding eagles and turkeys in our preserves will ensure that future generations of preserve users
will look with awe at soaring eagles, and possibly attempt to stifle a laugh, as they catch a glimpse of a troop
of turkeys bopping through the woods.

: 109.5 acres

2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN — 2020 UPDATE
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Settler’s Hill Golf Course (Geneva)
Clubhouse, Pavilion & Parking Lot

Settler’s Hill Golf Course is embarking on its first major renovation since its construction and opening
more than 30 years ago. To continue with these major improvements, it is critical to provide a clubhouse,
pavilion and parking lot at a new location. This will provide a golf course experience with returning
nines, which in turn will improve golf efficiencies and play. In addition, the new clubhouse and

pavilion will provide improved opportunities for golf outings and other golf-related events. Also, these
improvements will be adjacent to the proposed driving range, providing quicker and secure access for
potential golfers.
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LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve/
Creek Bend Nature Center (St. Charles)

New Interactive Prairie Exhibit
(llinois Public Museum Capital Grant)

The District would like to apply for an Illinois Public Museum Capital Grant for a new prairie-themed
exhibit for Creek Bend Nature Center. Public museums can apply for financial assistance to develop
new and updated exhibits, expand facilities, renovate and restore buildings and make infrastructure
improvements. Museum grants applications are due March 1, 2019. There is no match required for this
exhibit because annual visitorship to Creek Bend is below 300,000. The grant would reimburse the full
cost. We roughly estimate the cost at $500,000.

Tallgrass prairie is a diverse ecosystem native to
Kane County that is composed of forbs and grasses,
80 percent of whose biomass is underground, and
managed by large grazing herbivores and fire.
Visitors to the exhibit would:

* Understand what defines a tallgrass prairie.

» Be able to identify some of the different species
of plants and animals that live in tallgrass prairie
communities, both above ground and underground.

* Appreciate that 80 percent of prairie plant biomass
is underground.

* Recognize that tallgrass prairie has become a rare
ecosystem, with only one-tenth of one percent of
Illinois’ original prairie remaining.

* Understand that prairie restoration and recreation
efforts have an impact and that everyone can help
these efforts, whether by planting native prairie
plants in their own backyard or helping us restore
prairies in the Forest Preserve District.

Majority of visitors to Creek Bend Nature Center are
young families with children under 10. The parents

and other adult patrons do spend some time reading the
interpretative panels on all of our exhibits. However, the
children and families most gravitate to the interactive,
hands-on and free play areas.

Concepts could incorporate ideas from some of the
included photos.

2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN — 2020 UPDATE
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Village of Sugar Grove Request
Blackberry Creek Bridge

The Village of Sugar Grove has requested the District’s partnership to install a pedestrian bridge over
Blackberry Creek. The bridge would connect the Virgil Gilman Trail, within the Bliss Woods Forest
Preserve, to the area south, eliminating the need for cyclists/pedestrians to use the shoulder on

Bliss Road for their connections.

The project would be a partnership along with the Village, Township and Sugar Grove Park District,
resulting in an even four-way split. Additionally, the Village intends to apply for an Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) grant. If awarded, the grant
would cover 80 percent of the costs for Phase II engineering and construction.

The District participated in Phase I engineering by contributing $26,688, and making a commitment to
participate in the project through construction.

Phase II engineering is estimated to be approximately $150,000. The engineer’s preliminary estimate for
the construction is $850,000, for a future estimated project cost of $1,000,000.

The Village is in the process of applying fora CMAQ/Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
grant, which is an 80/20 program. The 20 percent cost will be approximately $200,000 or $50,000 per
participating agency.
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Burnidge Forest Preserve (Elgin)
Tyler Creek Riparian Corridor Restoration

Left to their own devices, all creeks and rivers will meander. This meandering, along with high and low
water levels, create the floodplain in which a creek flows. Combined with vegetation that occurs on the
intermittently inundated floodplain, ecologists refer to this special area as a riparian corridor. The creek
and corridor interact with each other in a way that is mutually beneficial to the biodiversity of life in that
area.

Kane County’s Tyler Creek is not able to meander, as it should. At the new addition at Burnidge Forest
Preserve, the creek is bounded by railroads on two sides, Randall Road on another, and developments to
the south. The creek now exists under an altered hydrology. While this doesn’t preclude the creek from
having a thriving riparian corridor, it does mean that one will not naturally persist.

The Forest Preserve District needs to intercede in order to control the invasive vegetation that has grown
up in this artificial system. This project seeks to remove exotic trees and brush across the entire 83.6 acres
of the Tyler Creek addition to Burnidge.

This project will leave the oaks and other native flora in place, and establish the new ecological
benchmark to which this system will be maintained in perpetuity.

Bumidge F.P. : 83.6 acres
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Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve (West Dundee)
Pothole Marsh & Woods Restoration

While all of the 156 acres at Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve are under some stage of ecological
restoration, the approximate 56 acres that make up the woods on the southwest portion of the site have
a leg up on the rest of the preserve. Emily Schweitzer and her family valued the beautiful trees and
scattered wetlands in this area, for their intrinsic value.

Because of that protection, wood ducks still fly over the Kane County’s only remaining population of
Dwarf bur reed. Multiple species of oaks persist amongst the Shagbark hickories.

Of course, in the face of invasive species and fire suppression, the woods still need an intervention to
maintain what was preserved. This project would remove invasive woody brush from the woods, knock
back the weedy Reed canary grass and Phragmites from the wetlands, and then reseed both of these
habitats with diverse, native seed mixes.

Schweitzer Woods F.P. — — : e — = _ 56.2 acres

&
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Hampshire Forest Preserve (Hampshire)
Fiddlehead Woodland Rescue

The woods at Hampshire Forest Preserve feel common, at first, but repeated findings over the years prove
the woods, initially protected in 1957, still hold many secrets of what once was, and can be again.

Uncommon Bellworts have persisted in these woods, amongst multiple species of small, native ferns
which unfurl their distinctive fiddleheads, each spring. Visitors to the preserve are encouraged to take a
second glance at any Red-tailed hawk they see soaring overhead, as only at Hampshire Forest Preserve
are you likely to actually lay eyes on an endangered Swainson’s hawk. The hawks maintain a nesting
population in the Burlington-Hampshire area that is completely separate from the rest of the species over
the Great Plains states. The Field Museum theorized that one of the reasons this distinct population may
persist is the concurrence with another prairie-obligate species that likely persists in or near Hampshire
Forest Preserve, the Franklin's ground squirrel.

To date, since records have been kept, no one has knowingly observed a Franklin’s ground squirrel in
the area. Intelligent people can disagree on whether it is still possible or not for the squirrels to have
persisted. Are there more secrets being kept in the woods and prairies of Hampshire Forest Preserve?

This project seeks to address the known management needs of Hampshire Woods, while also leaving
room for wondrous natural events. Invasive brush and trees will be removed from the large blocks of oak/
hickory woods. Non-native trees that have overwhelmed prairie areas will be removed. All sites will be
controlled for woody re-sprouts and reseeded, as appropriate. An increase in restored prairie at the site
would be a direct benefit to the Franklin’s ground squirrel, if they are indeed persisting; and what is good
for the squirrel, is good for the hawk.

Hampshire F.P. 65.1 acres

o
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Glenwood Forest Preserve (Batavia)
Renovation

Glenwood Forest Preserve is an older preserve that is in need of site renovations. The entrance road,
Fox River Trial crossing and parking lot configuration will be resurfaced and reconfigured to make them
safer. Bathroom facilities will also be replaced.
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Raceway Woods Forest Preserve (Carpentersville)

New Entrance Road, Parking Lot & Trail Connection
(Possible Grant)

Raceway Woods Forest Preserve is a well-known and multi-use Forest Preserve. With the recent
investment in an adjoining 86-acre addition, the District could provide an additional and safe access to
[llinois Route 31.

A new entrance road, parking lot and trail connection are proposed at this location. As part of the
agreement with the Chicago Area Mountain Bikers (CAMBR), the group will provide $5,000 toward
parking lot improvements.

MASTER PLAN — 2020 UPDATE 21



LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve (St. Charles)

Barn Restorations (Further Evaluation)

The dairy barn and horse barn at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve date back to the early 1800s, and are
part of the original farm at this site. The proposed rehabilitation of the barns would allow for additional
interpretation of the site. The barns could be used for programming, in cooperation with the Durant
House Museum, Pioneer Sholes School and Creek Bend Nature Center.
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Tyler Creek Forest Preserve (Elgin)

Renovation (Possible Grant)

The current shelter is steel, and more than 30 years old. The area in which the shelter was placed does
not adequately provide enough parking for reservations, and does not meet ADA requirements.

32+2HC

-\ o Open play
. field h o

Upper Parking Lot Proposed Renovations FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT

OF KANE COUNTY

TYLER CREEK FOREST PRESERVE . Date: 6.19.14
401 Davis Road, Elgin, IL 60123 1996 South Kirk Road, Geneva, IL By: MS
(630) 232-5980 Scale: 1"=40'
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Mill Creek Greenway Forest Preserve (Geneva)
New Public Access & Trail Connections

The Mill Creek Greenway Forest Preserve is the western expansion of the Prairie Green open space
complex. It is also the home of the District’s Natural Resource Management department. Open Space
Land Acquisition & Development (OSLAD) grant funds were secured to purchase this property, and the
District is required to provide public access to the site.

The goal of this project is to make available a small parking lot and mowed-trail system, to provide for
public access. This project would be submitted for an OSLAD development grant.
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Fox River Shores Forest Preserve (Carpentersville)
Fox River Fen Restoration

Fens are a special type of wetland that occur in proximity to larger bodies of water. In the case of the
Fox River Fen at our Fox River Shores Forest Preserve, the fen parallels the Fox River and is fed by
groundwater that saturates the area, adjacent to the river. Fens are primarily comprised of grasses and
sedges that are different from prairie species in that these graminoids can tolerate calcareous soils and
moist conditions, for most of their existence. Fox River Fen is full of uncommon grasses including
blue-joint grass, fringed brome and the aromatic vanilla grass. Fens are often treasure troves of
biodiversity and havens for endangered species. Fox River Fen hosts multiple rare species including the
Rusty-patched bumble bee, along with many plants.

Unfortunately the hydric conditions that have let so many beneficial native grasses thrive at the fen have
also proved attractive to invasive Reed canary grass, and to a lesser extent, Common reed. The proposed
restoration project would remove/replace these non-native grasses with site-appropriate species, as well
as remove the invasive, woody Buckthorn and Oriental bittersweet that have been invading the area.

Fox RWGI’SHI‘EE F.P. _ _ ) _ _ _ ) 70.2 acres
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Voyageur Landing Forest Preserve (Elgin)

Renovation (Further Evaluation/Possible Grant)
2017 Referendum Commitment

This project is one that we committed to as part of the 2017 Land Acquisition & Preserve Improvement
Referendum.

The boat launch would be improved at this long and linear preserve along the Fox River. Lagoon
dredging is needed to improve water quality, fishing and recreational opportunities. Trail amenities, such
as a new picnic shelter, would also be added toward the front of this Elgin preserve, to complement the
new Fox River pedestrian crossing, under the 1-90 bridge.

Airport o
|-9] !
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Elburn Forest Preserve (Elburn)
Grand Trillium Woodland Project

Elburn Forest Preserve was one of the first natural areas protected by the Forest Preserve District.
Purchased in 1928, and long known as Preserve #4, the woods at Elburn Forest Preserve were of a
quality to immediately warrant protection. Light use of the land combined with early protection have
left all three of the major woodland structural tiers intact. The overstory exhibits great tree diversity with
beautiful examples of old hardwoods. The midlayer, typically absent from many of our woods, abounds
with native Viburnums, Hazelnuts, juvenile Oak trees, and even a rare native Honeysuckle. However,

the understory vegetation is something really special at Elburn Forest Preserve. Along with true Kane-
genetic populations of ephemeral spring plants like Wild geraniums, Jacob’s ladder and Jack-in-the-
pulpit, the woods also protects the largest colony of large-flowered trilliums (Trillium grandiflorum) in
Kane County. Structural woodland diversity also brings about avifaunal diversity, and the migratory birds
present at Elburn certainly prove the case.

While the woods at Elburn Forest Preserve still have many of the important components necessary for
the proper functioning of an ecosystem, it is currently suffering encroachment from non-native woody
vegetation. The scope of this project will entail the selection of a knowledgeable tree-and-brush clearing
company to conduct the initial removal of decades of encroaching trees. Follow-up will be conducted
to be certain that the brush and its progeny have all been removed. Finally, the area will be reseeded, as
necessary, after the native seedbank has been allowed to naturally express itself.

Elbum F.P. _ 90.2
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Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve (Elburn)

Parking and Boat/Canoe/Kayak Launch Improvements
(Further Evaluation, Possible Grant)

The proposed improvements would allow for anglers to utilize the lake at Grunwald Farms Forest
Preserve, which has become increasingly popular.
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Elburn Forest Preserve (Elburn)

Roadway Widening and Parking Lot Improvements
(IL Route 38 Entrance)

Currently, the main road to the preserve from Illinois Route 38 is one way, and needs to be widened to
better accommodate two-way traffic. (The one-way through road was taken out of service years ago,
due to severe erosion issues.) This improvement will allow for better access to and parking within the

preserve.
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