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Thanks to the foresight and generosity of Kane County voters in April 2017, a Land Acquisition & Capital
Improvement Referendum was approved. The Forest Preserve District of Kane County has now fully invested or
committed the bond proceeds from that initiative, and we're proud to present this Executive Summary of the
2024 Progress Report. To view the full 2024 Progress Report, visit www.kaneforest.com.
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New Forest Intact Bog Protected
Preserves Created (Kane County’s Last)

Voter-Approved 2017 Referendum Funds

24

Preserves
Expanded

23,517

Total Acres
in the System

$50,000,000

Intergovernmental and Grant Funds Received

$5,990,146

Interest Earned

$1,302,437

TOTAL LAND ACQUISITION FUNDS

$57,292,583

Funds Invested as of May 31, 2024
Land Investments Made:

$38,079,822

Land Investments Committed

$3,445,775

Preserve Improvements Accomplished:

$11,370,765

Preserve Improvements Committed:
TOTAL INVESTED FUNDS

$4,396,221
$57,292,583




Land Acquisition Highlights *

Big Rock Forest Preserve, Big Rock

Three land investments made-up the 245-acre+
additions to Big Rock Forest Preserve. Red, White
and Bur Oaks are the real star of the first parcel,
along with a portion of Big Rock Creek, a riparian
corridor of the highest quality in Kane County. The
second parcel is the epitome of Forest Preserve
District land protection. This idyllic location

is full of centuries-old, mature Oaks and some
of the mightiest Shagbark Hickories in all of
Kane County. The property includes habitat for
numerous birds including Pileated Woodpeckers,
Red-Headed Woodpeckers, and the largest breeding
population of wild turkeys in Kane County. The third
parcel provides a southern buffer, and extends the
protected wildlife corridor to Kendall County.

Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve,
Hampshire

Four separate land investments were made here.
Additions include part of a wetland and stream
mitigation bank, along with restored prairie. The
varied ecosystems have led to incredible
birding, with shorebird diversity, Black Terns,
Trumpeter Swans, endangered Whooping
Cranes, Sandhill Cranes and more all spotted.

Photo courtesy Kevin Hatcher

Rutland Forest Preserve, Hampshire

If you're looking for a single highlight of our

recent acquisitions, this is it! This has been called
the most-important investment of the entire

2017 referendum. The Rutland Bog is a real
ecological gem. There are Incredibly rare plant
communities here. This is the only location
some of these rare species are found in Kane
County, and they are rare throughout lllinois.
While there are other oak woodlands in Kane
County, there
are no other
bogs. The
uniqueness
of this parcel
cannot be
overstated.
The District
has been
working on
this acquisition for decades. Attempts to protect the
bog date back 100 years; and permanent protection
was realized in 2020 through this referendum.

Photo by Plant Technician Monika Kastle

Sleepy Hollow Ravine, West Dundee

A small but important buffer to the lllinois Nature
Preserve, this addition will likely be added to the
Nature Preserve in the future.

A decades-long
dedicated effort
by local volunteer
conservationists
has kept this area
pristine. Ravine
ecosystems are
rare, and there are
rare plant species
records for this

property.

Capital Project Updates *

At Dick Young Forest Preserve in Batavia, a
water-control structure was added to keep
hemi-marsh conditions and improve wildlife habitat.

Pingree Grove Forest Preserve benefited from
wetland scrapes to provide patches of open water
for wildlife.

Wildlife habitat was improved at Helm Woods
Forest Preserve in Barrington by removing invasive
Buckthorn and Honeysuckle.

At Freeman Kame-Meager Forest Preserve in
Gilberts, 62 acres of prairie were restored, providing
quality turtle habitat.

Oakhurst Forest Preserve in Aurora underwent a
remodel with new shelter, parking and boat dock.

* To view all land investments, capital project highlights and other details in the full 2024 Progress Report, visit www.kaneforest.com



