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INTRODUCTION
Reconnecting Residents with Nature
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County has committed to providing a Comprehensive Master Plan that
outlines the direction of the District for the next five years and beyond. To create this plan, we reached out to
residents, elected officials and staff to share their impressions of the preserves — both strengths and areas that
need improvement. The vision, objectives and action plans put forth in this Comprehensive Master Plan were all
shaped by this process.
The Forest Preserve District is an integral part of Kane County. Since 1925, the District has been acquiring and
preserving land to enhance the quality of life for its residents, and to protect our tremendous natural resources.
Analysis of the preserve system, input from the public open houses, public surveys, and board and staff meetings
have highlighted how the preserves are a unique, defining element within Kane County communities.
Many external influences and distinctive characteristics have a significant impact on how this plan is shaped;
jurisdiction, demographics and land-use composition are some of the many elements. This study is a planning
and programming process, whereby needs are identified and appropriate strategies are developed to meet needs.
Through feedback in various forms, Kane County residents regularly mention how fortunate they are to have an
incredible system of forest preserves that they feel is essential to their quality of life. We at the Forest Preserve
District of Kane County are grateful for that support and acknowledge the District’s founders and many
generations of volunteers, commissioners and staff, who have all played a part in making the preserve system
what it is today. We understand the role the District plays in creating a healthy, livable community — and feel
we must strive to do even more.
Look around and you’ll see modern life is dominated by multi-tasking and technology. Generations have slowly
gravitated toward electronic devices — television, computers, tablets and cell phones — and away from spending
time outside. Reintroducing people to the outdoors and reconnecting them with nature needs to be a role of the
District. Our vision for this Comprehensive Master Plan is to continue to provide wonderful opportunities for
all age groups to enjoy the outdoors in the Kane County forest preserves, with a focus on getting youth — fully
embracing the technology age — back outside. Put simply, our vision is Reconnecting Residents with Nature.
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CHAPTER 1 — A HIGH-PERFORMING SYSTEM
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County’s natural areas, trails, greenways, facilities and amenities all
add-up to a better quality of life for Kane County residents. This Comprehensive Master Plan is intended as a
tool to guide decision-making at the District — to protect and maintain the assets we have now, to provide direction
to sustain these assets long into the future, and to prioritize requirements to manage the growth the District has
experienced over the past 15 years — all in the service of our vision of Reconnecting Residents with Nature.

Four Key Principles
Throughout this plan, we’ll propose actions that adhere to one or more of four key principles:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Acquire, protect and preserve natural areas
Strengthen community connections
Manage growth
Plan for sustainability

Completing the actions identified will take time. Staff will need to refocus efforts on determining precisely the
level of maintenance and investment that is required to properly maintain the District’s existing lands and
amenities, while continuing to identify trends and meet the needs of residents and the natural environment.
Protection of our existing investments is critical. The plan must prevent assets from falling into disrepair, thereby
costing the District and taxpayers unnecessary dollars to bring improvements back to an acceptable and safe
condition.
Before we can look forward, first, let’s look at the District’s history.

Origins of the District
Kane County is located approximately 40 miles west of Chicago’s “loop” business district, and encompasses an
area of approximately 600 square miles. Neighboring counties include McHenry County to the north, Cook
and DuPage Counties to the east, Kendall County to the south and DeKalb County to the west. The natural
character of Kane County is painted by thousands of acres of wetlands, woodlands and prairies throughout the
landscape. The Fox River is the main natural feature here, with towns, cities and forest preserves located along
its edges, from north to south. Kane County has a unique blend of farming, rural and large urban areas.
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County was created by an act of the state legislature in 1925, and by public
referendum. The District is an independent agency responsible for governing, maintaining and developing the
8
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forest preserve system in Kane County. The District is governed by a 24-member board. Commissioners are
elected to the Kane County Board and, as part of the position, serve as a commissioner on the Forest Preserve
Commission. Each commissioner represents a geographic district, and members are appointed to various
committees that handle different aspects of District operations. These committees include: Executive, Land
Acquisition & Enterprise, Planning & Utilization, and Finance & Administration. The Forest Preserve president
chooses which commissioners will serve on each of the committees.

Mission
It is the mission of the Forest Preserve District of Kane County to acquire, hold and maintain lands within
Kane County that contribute to the preservation of natural and historic resources, habitats, flora and fauna, and
to restore, restock, protect and preserve such lands for the education, recreation and pleasure of all its citizens.

Goal
Our goal is to preserve and restore the nature of Kane County.

The District, Today
We’ve come a long way since 1925. The Forest Preserve District currently owns and operates 98 forest preserves
consisting of 20,650 acres of forest, prairie and wetland, plus more than 215 miles of trails, and other amenities.
Since its inception, the District’s extensive land acquisition program was designed to:
•
•
•
•

Preserve existing natural areas
Restore areas to natural conditions
Create continuous bands of open space along major waterways and flood-prone areas
Provide open-space buffers and greenways between communities

The District recognizes its important responsibility to preserve and protect the natural heritage of the County.
Further, the Forest Preserve Commission created an ordinance that designates unique areas in the District as
nature preserve areas. These designated natural areas are places where the native plant community survived the
effects of farming and development use, and which represent the original nature of Kane County.
Throughout the District, there are recreational opportunities for picnicking, boating, fishing, snowmobiling,
cross-country skiing, golfing, horseback riding, camping and bicycling. Trails include the 40-mile Fox River
Trail (stretching north to south and reaching beyond the limits of the county), 14 miles of the Great Western
Trail (which originates at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve and runs to the west), the 11-mile Virgil Gilman Trail
in the southern part of the County, plus Elgin and Batavia spurs of the Illinois Prairie Path. In addition to
preserves and multi-regional trails, the District provides a mix of amenities including interior preserve trails,
a nature center, two public campgrounds, two youth-group campgrounds, three golf courses, a minor league
baseball stadium, a soccer facility, a two-sheet ice arena, two special-event rental facilities, wildlife rescue center,
snowboard park, and a historic museum and windmill.
The forest preserves in Kane County mean something different to everyone, from the casual user who enjoys simply
being outside, to the certified naturalist who identifies species and immerses him or herself in the natural world, to
the commuter who relies on bike trails to get to work. Residents not only enjoy but depend on the preserve system.
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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However, managing more than 20,000 acres under tightening budget constraints means a strategic approach to
finding efficiencies is required. The plan has to be flexible but resilient. Based on the District’s mission, this plan
establishes principles, followed by objectives and action items for implementation — all working toward achieving a
high-performing, efficient system that we can sustain under any circumstances.
The District’s land acquisition initiatives began in 1999 with the passing of our first referendum. The District
grew to 12, 561 acres between 1999 and 2004. In 2005, the District passed its second referendum, and grew to
16,700 acres. In 2007, we passed our third referendum, and grew to 18,752 acres.

Land Holdings Comparison
1999 Land Holdings

2015 Land Holdings

Forest Preserve District of Kane County

Total Acres: 20,650
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Growth: Successes and Challenges
The District’s last Comprehensive Master Plan was completed in 2007. During that time, the District was growing
at a rapid rate and much has been accomplished. Since 2007, we’ve:
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•
•

Grown the District to more than 20,650 acres in 2015
Received continued support from the public for our land acquisition and capital improvement program,
with approval of referenda in 2007 and 2011
Opened 11 new forest preserves
Opened 15 new preserve access locations/entrances to existing preserves
Remodeled and opened two special-event rental facilities — the Barbara Belding Lodge and
Creek Bend Nature Center
Relocated our museum exhibits from Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve to LeRoy Oakes Forest
Preserve, and doubled our museum exhibit space
Opened two youth-only campgrounds: one at Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls (which has been further
improved and expanded, doubling capacity) and the other at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
Doubled capacity at Paul Wolff Campground in Burnidge Forest Preserve
Created and opened Big Rock Campground, part of Big Rock Forest Preserve
Remodeled and relocated District administrative headquarters
Planted more than 40,000 trees
Converted 1,000 acres of cropland to tallgrass prairie

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

And that’s just a brief list of accomplishments and amenity improvements. Now, with remaining land acquisition
funds from the 2011 referendum already committed, the District moves from a period of expansion to one where
the focus has shifted to maintaining infrastructure.
Over the years, the District has been challenged to manage growth and maintain a high level of service, without
similarly increasing revenues. We’ll continue to look for efficiencies and reduce costs where possible, while
continuing to provide the level of service our residents expect. We will consider community needs first,
and then analyze and implement the best methods to deliver each service. Opening new preserves as soon
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Through the efforts of CMAP partners like Chicago Wilderness and the Openlands Project,
scape changed in the 1990’s. Between 1990 and 2001,
our region as a whole has reached a much higher awareness of the need to protect natural
es (7.4 percent of the region) had been converted from an
assets, including 75 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline (over half of which is in public
al or vacant) to a different land use. The good news is that
ownership) and 290 square miles of forest preserves, nature preserves, and other forms
new land. Only about one-half of that amount constitutes
as possible and adding new facilities or amenity improvements — as we’ve done in the past — may not be the
of protected conservation open space.
d to an urbanized land use; the remainder is now preserved as
best course of action, going forward. Building new partnerships and using only existing facilities may be the best
to aggressive acquisition efforts by many of the counties in
alternative. Our plan is to look at the system as a whole, and build additional partnerships — both public
on of the former Joliet Arsenal into the 19,000-acre Midewin

and private — to maximize cost savings. A quick snapshot of how the District has grown in acreage and open
preserves over the years, compared to
our growth in staff, is displayed in the
Figure
14.
Growth Chart graphic.
Land-Use
Proportions by Sub-Region
Population growth is another factor.
The Forest Preserve District continues
to work with state and local agencies
to project area growth and develop
plans to manage projected growth.
Urban growth in the Chicagoland
area continually imposes strain on
agencies trying to plan for it. The
District frequently reviews and
compares other existing land uses to
forecast future growth and develop
management plans. In the path of
development, protection of natural
resources typically takes a back seat.
It is the District’s purpose to keep
natural resources protection at the
forefront. The District has a good
working relationship with other
local and regional agencies that help
protect and preserve open space
and natural areas. The Land-Use Proportions by Sub-Region graphic depicts how urban and built-up land use
severely limits open space.
Our approach to developing a plan for an economically sustainable, high-performing system is to adhere to the
four principles identified earlier, set objectives, and incorporate actions that achieve the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote stewardship of the land
Track operating costs
Create equitable access to nature
Strengthen partnerships
Find efficiencies
Replace aging infrastructure or adaptively reuse facilities
Target new trends

These actions will take time, effort, resources and support from the Commission. With the downturn in the
economy and pressure to hold the tax levy flat over the past three years, and into the future, Forest Preserve District
departments are being asked to do more with less. The growing demand for natural areas and access to newly
acquired open space, coupled with limited funding, has forced the District to develop new ways to meet the needs
of our residents. The District’s staff has become more efficient by enlisting the help of a growing volunteer base, and
partnering with various local park districts and other agencies to assist in delivering services to the community and
maintaining sites. We will continue to search for efficiencies to deliver the services we and our residents expect.
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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CHAPTER 2 — TRENDS
Open-space needs and trends are dynamic. Forest preserve uses continue to evolve, as both demographics and
the popularity of outdoor activities shift. Users of the preserves regularly look for new recreational opportunities.
New technologies, cultures and activities create the need for continued adjustments and flexibility to keep pace
with these changing needs. This chapter outlines key trends that we see influencing the outcome of how forest
preserves are designed and used.

Impacts on Preserve Design & Use
Less Pressure from Developers
In preparation for the District’s first Master Plan, in 2007, the District conducted a County-wide study which
focused on how residents use and perceive the District and its preserves. One of the main concerns reported was
the high rate at which housing developments were using-up available, open land. That led to a large concern for
protecting the open space in Kane County. Residents reinforced those concerns by approving a referendum in
2007 and again in 2011 to acquire land for public open space. Since then, economic conditions have varied. The
need for protecting open space is still a concern, however, competition with developers has diminished. With
housing development at a fraction of what it once was, our concern shifts away from acquiring and protecting
new land to preserving, improving and maintaining existing land and infrastructure.

Environmental Awareness
Every year, environmental awareness seems to increase. New remedies to protect the environment are developed
daily. From extreme summer heat and winter freezes, to more frequent “100-year storm” events and extended
periods of drought, a changing climate has redefined how we view and plan for the use of the forest preserves.
Interest in environmental sustainability and energy efficiency has put a greater emphasis on water conservation,
wastewater treatment, the protection of natural areas, and bike trail connections. Society is becoming more
environmentally aware, and as such, is seeking areas that offer alternative transportation options, greener
developments and walkable communities where they can take pride in making a difference by living a more
sustainable lifestyle. The desire for sustainable living is evident in our survey results. More than half — 60
percent of our survey respondents — said they utilized the bike/nature trail systems during the previous year,
compared to 53 percent in our prior survey. Birding and simply enjoying nature are up comparably, as well. We’ll
continue to provide trails and improve access to nature, over providing other forms of recreation.
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Interest in Natural, Outdoor Experiences & Sustainability
Increased sensitivity to ecological issues and the benefits of a healthy ecosystem have boosted desire for natural,
outdoor experiences. Citizen groups and volunteer groups have expressed interest in invasive species removal,
stream restoration and protection, and the desire for more educational or interpretive nature programs. This
creates a need for more-passive open space and venues for these activities to take place. Sustainable development
has risen out of increased interest in preserving nature. Developing new preserves using “green” technology
and renewable building materials, reducing energy costs, and minimizing the impact on the landscape and our
natural resources has and will continue to be a primary focus of the District and its residents. Protecting natural
resources and providing educational opportunities to our visitors gives the District a chance to create a
positive experience and follow-through on our vision.

Partnerships
We’ll discuss in many areas of this plan how partnerships and volunteers are vital. By continuing to make agency
partnerships a priority, both sides reach their goals and provide needed amenities to constituents. Through leases,
license agreements and intergovernmental agreements, the District provides needed amenities throughout the
community. Active recreational resources like ball fields, playgrounds, bike trails and open-field play areas can
be provided through these partnerships. These amenities might not have occurred without the foresight of the
agencies and the cooperation to get it done. Partnerships reinvest in communities that, when built, did not have
open space and park resources. Now, high-density urbanized areas have places for everyone to enjoy the outdoors.
Creating these partnerships and bringing agencies and the public together for a common goal is sometimes the
only way to accomplish these goals. The District will continue to make partnerships a priority. An additional
benefit of marrying active recreation with passive natural areas is that we have another opportunity to educate
visitors about open space communities and garner support for volunteering.

Healthy Communities
The media regularly reports increasing levels of obesity — not only in adults, but also in children. Sedentary
lifestyles generally have more health risks. The transition to a motor vehicle-based or sprawling community has
allowed residents to lead lives that are more sedentary. Families regularly drive to locations for sports and other
activities. Kids today are less likely to explore the outdoors. They are growing up without understanding the value
of nature. Promoting walkable, active communities and providing open space close to home makes it easier for
people to incorporate outdoor activity into their daily lives. The increased interest or trend toward locally-grown
and organic food creates an opportunity for communities to expand local markets or gardens. The District will
continue to foster partnerships with local agencies to promote healthy lifestyles.

Lifestyles and Special Interests
The District has a diverse population. Lifestyles vary across Kane County, from the urban settings of Aurora
and Elgin to the rural settings of Kaneville, Burlington and other farming communities. Regardless of lifestyle,
the residents of Kane County have many special interests. From the high number of residents who own dogs, to
horse owners, to avid bicyclists — the Forest Preserve District strives to meet the lifestyle needs of our residents
by providing off-leash areas for dog owners; equestrian trails, parking areas and camp sites for horse owners;
bicycle trails for recreational riders and commuters; and multi-purpose trails for walking and hiking. The District
also has intergovernmental agreements with several agencies to provide many other open space and recreational
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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amenities. With recreation a key part of our mission, we will focus on maintaining these areas. While
encouraging more partnerships, the District will bring greater control over actively used areas, to keep them
usable longer, so that they don’t become worn out or over-used.

Demographics
Review of the County’s population changes, both in the past and projected, is important in determining
the future needs of the District’s residents. The data in the 2010 Census indicates that the median age of
our residents is increasing. Expanding populations, along with an increase in racial and ethnic diversity, are
apparent within Kane County. The percent of minorities increased by more than 10 percent in the last 10 years.
The number of children ages 18 and under has decreased slightly, as our retiring population has increased by
approximately 3 percent. The population continues to grow, but not at the rate we saw in the 2000s. Therefore,
planning for the future in Kane County will assume a stable population, continued diversity and planning for
all segments of the Illinois population. Outdoor recreation planning will encompass planning for people with
disabilities, ethnic minorities, economically disadvantaged and the older population, who are seeking a change
in lifestyle to reflect their increase in available leisure time. Improving preserve access for all is a key priority of
this Comprehensive Master Plan, and part of our action plan.

Economic Trends
The U.S. economy is climbing out of a recession, directly affecting the family way of life. The forest preserves
have become important amenities that provide stay-at-home recreation opportunities, even “staycations.”
Research has shown that while people have cut-back on other expenses, they still use the forest preserves for
leisure activities. Our last survey showed the number of preserve visits increased, and it continues to climb as
we provide more amenities for our residents. Preparing plans as well as implementing acquisitions and capital
projects have allowed the District to continue to provide new amenities despite the economic downturn.
Nevertheless, as we come to the end of our referendum resources and prepare plans for continued improvements,
reduced revenue will play a large role in how the District prioritizes projects, the number and type of projects,
going forward.

Public Input
The District continually invites input from Kane County residents, whether it is through public meetings,
surveys or social media channels such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. The need to communicate with
residents is vital. Prior to development of this Comprehensive Master Plan, the District held six community
meetings, where we invited the public to local, regional venues to discuss what residents wanted from the Forest
Preserve system. We asked for reviews of our draft concept plans for the District’s preserve sites. Congruent with
the past public interest surveys, the most-discussed topic at the public meetings was trails and connectivity. In
every meeting, comments revolved around the need for additional trails and the need for additional maintenance
of the trails. Participants also favored continued acquisitions, but only when adding to existing preserves. Other
interests included the need for additional amenities like fishing, picnicking and canoeing. Participants even
indicated locations for needed services, which tells us that they take an active interest in the District and its
preserves. Overall, comments were positive, validating the high rating for the overall satisfaction of the Forest
Preserve District.
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Continuing to achieve a healthy, sustainable future will take time, cooperation, change and additional resources.
This Comprehensive Master Plan helps set the stage for that positive future through actions and strategies that
will continue the high level of maintenance, increase services to connect the community, and embrace the value
of our partners and volunteers. The District will continue to reach out to users, making sure they learn more
about the District, educate themselves about the natural world, and learn to live “greener” lifestyles.
The District conducted Public Interest Surveys in 2006 and 2011. While these surveys were five years apart,
the data was positively consistent. As stated in the Executive Summary of the 2011 Survey, satisfaction with
the appearance, maintenance and cleanliness of Forest Preserve facilities remained extremely high. In rating
the importance of future initiatives, maintaining existing services was rated the highest, followed by providing
additional recreational and educational opportunities. Rated lowest was providing new facilities. However,
72 percent of respondents were very or somewhat concerned with protecting existing open space and only 10
percent were either not too or not at all concerned, suggesting land acquisition remains an important goal of the
Forest Preserve District.
The District continues to reach-out through different media channels to gather information. We’re planning
another survey in 2016 to further measure public perceptions and satisfaction. We’ll compare 2016 data to
determine any fluctuations and changes that may need to be made, as a result. We will work to strengthen
public relations and build community connections. This is a key objective and part of our action plan.

Preparing for Sustainability
The District is a stable presence in the County, and its preserves are well-located. Forest preserves, by their static
nature, have become icons by which people relate to geographically. We are encouraged by the growing number
of visitors each year, but also understand that increased use creates sustainability and maintenance issues. The
preserves are, in a strategic sense, located to provide and meet changing trends well into the future. Many
improvements took place since the last Master Plan, including creation of large tracts of open space reaching well
over 1,000 acres in size, along with greenway and trail connections that provide wildlife and pedestrian corridors.
As recent acquisitions continue to be improved upon, costs will increase. To ensure a positive future for the
District and meet the goals of this Comprehensive Master Plan, there must be adequate and sustainable funding.
The increased rate at which we have acquired land and made improvements over the last 15 years has put
pressure on the District to do more with less, become more efficient, and prioritize actions in an effort to
maintain the preserves while meeting residents’ expectations. An evaluation of the preserves has shown that
existing infrastructure is currently being maintained and is in good condition. While initial maintenance costs
of new infrastructure added over the last 5-7 years have been relatively low, everything is aging. Careful review
and planning will be needed to determine priorities and costs. Setting preferred maintenance intervals,
continuing to find efficiencies and identifying additional resources will ensure that the preserves are being
maintained at the prescribed standard to provide for the protection of District infrastructure. These are key
objectives as part of this Comprehensive Master Plan.

Connecting Preserves
The District provides a variety of experiences in the preserves that adhere to and promote the District’s mission.
After reviewing data from all the input and evaluations of the preserves, the overall health of the District is good.
The District has 98 sites, of which 78 are open to the public. The preserves range in size from a few acres to more
than 1,200 acres.
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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The District has been fortunate to have the support
of its residents when it comes to acquiring and
preserving open space. The voters have approved
four referenda in the last 15 years, and with that, the
District has acquired and protected an additional
13,000 acres of land to bring the District’s current
land holdings to more than 20,000 acres. The open
space coverage through the corridors, as seen in the
2040 Land Use Plan, is good. We have primarily
focused land acquisition efforts in the central third
of the County, the “critical growth corridor,” where
the primary development has taken place over the
last 10 years. Continued work on preserving natural
areas, expanding existing preserves and connecting
preserves through greenway and creek corridors is
needed to continue improving the system.

Kane County 2040 Land Use Plan

Trail Popularity
Above all, trails are the most-popular amenity in the
District. In addition to many interior preserve trails, the
District manages portions of four regional trail systems:
the Fox River Trail, Illinois Prairie Path, Great Western
Trail and Virgil Gilman Trail. Work is also underway
to develop a Mid-County Trail, from central northern
to central southern Kane County. Our trail system has
Agricultural Corridor
Critical Growth Corridor
Urban Corridor
been developed over decades and continues to improve,
but still shows a greater need for connectivity. Some of
the challenges to creating trail connectivity are barriers
like private lands, busy roads, railroads and creeks. Better access and way-finding systems should continue to be
a priority, as will continued work on how to traverse these areas and better-connect trails.

Preserve Condition
The quality of our users’ experiences is based on several factors, and the condition of the preserves is one of those.
Preserve condition specifically includes:
•
•
•
•

Condition of structures, trails and parking lots
How well-maintained the site appears
Whether or not it is regularly mowed
If the weeds are under control

These conditions all affect how individual users perceive the preserves and the Forest Preserve District as a
whole. Knowing there is a growing concern for the continued maintenance of our facilities, the District will
continue to prioritize or balance the need for maintaining existing facilities with building new ones. The
quality of a visitor’s experience hinges on how well the preserves are maintained, highlighting the need for
adequate and sustainable funding to continue to provide the level of maintenance necessary.
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CHAPTER 3 — EXISTING CONDITIONS
The District’s forest preserves, facilities and natural areas have taken many years to acquire and develop, and are
a large part of Kane County’s culture. The rapid development growth that the County experienced over previous
years has led to strong support for the District. By voicing this support via four referenda, protections were put
in place to maintain the character and quality of life here. Forest preserves contribute to the overall livability
and quality of life valued by Kane County’s residents, workers and visitors. This chapter summarizes and
provides an inventory of the existing forest preserves, facilities and resources available to Kane County residents.
Additionally, this overview was developed to gain a better understanding of open space and its function, as the
District continues to define the characteristics of our forest preserve system and the physical attributes that
define Kane County.

Purposes of Open Space
In its broadest sense, the term “open space” includes land for conservation, protection, preservation, recreation
and education. Open space should never be considered synonymous with vacant or unused land because open
space does not lay idle. While vacant or unused land has the potential to be open space, it is not designated
as such until a decision has been made to purchase or regulate these lands, and only if these lands are able to
perform open-space functions as designated by the Forest Preserve Act.
Open space serves an important role in land classification and in planning how land is to be used. Open space
is classified according to its purpose or use. For this study, we will classify open space into these four primary
purposes:

Preservation/Protection
Conservation of open space guards and maintains natural processes and protects unique or fragile areas.
Preservation elements are identified and defined by their physiography, geologic, vegetative, hydrological or
biologic characteristics. The designation of areas as conservation open space does not depend upon demand — as
in the case for the provision of most recreation open space or for defining urban development — but rather for
the uniqueness of natural resources. Open space for preservation encompasses objectives such as protection of:
•
•
•
•
•

Water bodies and water courses
Groundwater recharge areas
Erodible slopes
Forests
Flood water control
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•
•
•
•

Woodlands
Soils having severe limitations for development
Unique or endangered vegetation and wildlife habitat
Areas of unique historic and architectural merit

Protection, however, does not mean total prohibition of use. Such land may be used for a variety of recreation
activities such as hiking, bird-watching, nature study and education, as long as that usage will neither cause
deterioration nor interfere with the capacity to perform the protective function.

Recreation / Education
Although the District’s main focus is on passive recreation, open-space land used for active recreation covers a
multitude of facility types and activities, ranging from neighborhood parks to larger, regional forest preserves
and state parks. Recreation open space may be used for either passive or active recreational activities. Recreation
open space may be either publicly owned or privately owned. The type of recreation associated with the District
will be further classified as purpose and objectives are defined.

Define Community
The use of open space areas to define the pattern of urban development is the function that has been least
recognized. This is not a primary responsibility of the District and will not be given extensive consideration as
such; however, as all open space functions can and do overlap one another, the lands designated for conservation,
preservation and recreation may also be determined by city and regional planning agencies to have value as the
following functions:
•
•
•

Open space can promote the formation of distinct cohesive neighborhoods.
Open space can define the boundaries of neighborhoods, thus giving a sense of community identity.
Open space can provide relief from extensive urbanization by preserving elements of the natural environment.

Restoration
The restoration of open space restores reinvigorates natural processes. These processes protect the environment
and restore unique and fragile areas once associated with the geography of Kane County. Restoration is planned
based on the following uses:
•

Active Areas: These areas have the lowest ecological value. The majority of recreational development
will be planned here. Areas may be restored to improve the environmental quality.

•

Passive Areas: These areas have medium environmental quality. They include passive recreational
activities, trails and nature-study areas. Restoration will involve more intense operations, like control of
non-native species and use of prescribed burns. Common amenities include bike trails, foot trails and
equestrian trails.

•

Accessible/Educational Preservation Areas: These areas have the highest environmental quality.
Facility improvements are limited to foot trails. Areas have a high potential for preservation and will be
managed with prescribed burns and removal of non-native species to improve the natural environment.
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Amenities include trail corridors, greenways, water-protection areas, foot trails, interpretive signage and
outdoor educational opportunities.
•

Preservation Areas/District Nature Preserves: These areas are the highest-valued environmental sites
that are to be preserved. Facility improvements will be limited to footpaths and temporary fire breaks.
Management will consist of prescribed burns, removal of non-native species, and reintroduction of
plants through seeding. All of these are implemented to improve the ecological, structure, function and
biological diversity of the preserves. Uses will consist of research, education and nature appreciation.
Interpretive and regulatory signage will be allowed.

•

State Nature Preserves: These are Illinois’ highest-valued and irreplaceable natural areas. These sites and
the surrounding land necessary for their protection will be maintained as nearly as possible in their natural
condition. The use of these sites will be limited to activities that are consistent with its continued preservation,
without impairment or disturbance to the site. Management will be consistent with the District’s Natural
Resources annual management plan, submitted as part of the Illinois Nature Preserve application process.
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is fortunate to have Illinois Nature Preserve areas within the
following preserves:
-

Almon Underwood Prairie Forest Preserve
Bliss Woods Forest Preserve
Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve
Dick Young Forest Preserve
Fox River Forested Fen Forest Preserve
Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve
Helm Woods Forest Preserve
Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
Meissner Corron Forest Preserve
Sleepy Hollow Ravine

Forest Preserve Classifications
Because land designated as open space is viewed as a distinct land use in itself, and serves a variety of vital land-use
functions, it is typically designated as one category in land-use mapping. For the purpose of this Comprehensive
Master Plan, the following classifications will be used to further define Kane County forest preserves:
•

Urban Preserve: Areas of natural or ornamental quality for outdoor recreation, such as walking, viewing,
sitting, picnicking, fishing, trail uses and play areas. The focus of this classification is on preserving
unique landscapes and open space.

•

Regional Preserve: Areas of natural quality for nature-oriented outdoor recreation, such as to view and
study nature, wildlife habitat, conservation, picnicking, hiking, fishing, camping, trail uses and active
areas. Generally, 90 percent of the land is reserved for conservation and natural resource management,
with less than 10 percent used for recreation development.

•

Preservation Areas: Lands set aside for the protection and management of significant natural resources,
remnant landscapes, open space, visual aesthetics and buffering.
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•

Greenways: These areas effectively tie preserve system components together to form a continuous openspace environment that will protect, preserve and emphasize harmony with the natural environment.

•

Pathways: These are multi-purpose trails located within greenways and preserves that emphasize the
enjoyment of open space by hikers, bikers, horseback riders, etc., as well as safe travel for pedestrians to
and from preserves and community destinations. This classification focus is as much on transportation as
it is on recreation.

•

Special Use: These areas for specialized or single-purpose recreational activities, such as golf courses, nature
centers, conservatories, arboreta, display gardens, arenas, outdoor theaters, downhill ski areas, or areas that
preserve, maintain and interpret building sites and objects of archeological or historical significance.

District Facilities
The District currently has four rental facilities and 40 picnic shelters that are available for rental. Typically,
buildings and similar facilities are the most costly elements of the preserve system to operate. They require
cleaning, utilities, security, general maintenance, capital repairs and staff to deliver the programs or administer
the rentals. The priority of the facility operation should be on quality not quantity. It is important that the users
receive a quality experience when renting a facility. Facilities should be scheduled for routine maintenance.
Yearly funding should be secured to maintain the facility in good condition. Upgrades should be scheduled
to keep-up with changing trends, regulations and improvements that will lower operating costs.
The following are facilities available for rental by the public:

Creek Bend Nature Center at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
Creek Bend
Nature Center is
our newest facility.
This 10,000
square-foot
building houses
our nature center
exhibits, naturalist
staff offices,
and includes space that is available
for special events, such as weddings,
showers and other celebrations. Often
times, renters will erect a tent behind
the Nature Center, in conjunction
with their rental. This facility has been
popular since its opening in 2013.
The District will continue to heavily
promote this facility to increase rentals.
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Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster
Creek Forest Preserve
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve, the site of
the former YWCA camp Tu-Endie-Wei, is a
heavily wooded,
27 acre-site located in St. Charles. The
preserve is home to a portion of the
headwaters of Brewster Creek and its
Greenway. The property was acquired in 2008. The site and the main lodge underwent an extensive renovation
in 2009. The District removed the majority of the cabins and renovated the main lodge to make it available
for public programs and rentals. The lodge has multiple meeting rooms. The District will continue to plan
upgrades to the site to accommodate the needs of the users.

Tomo Lodge at Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls is one of our busiest youth camps and is home to the Tomo Lodge. The site
provides visitors with vistas of rolling
hills of oak-hickory woodlands,
wetlands and open meadows. Located
in the north-central part of the County,
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls is part
of the Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest
Preserve complex. Purchased from the
Boy Scouts of America in 2007, the
camp was originally opened to host
youth group camping with the long-term goals of opening the lodge up to other users. In 2012, the youth camp
was expanded from six sites to 13, and two parking lots were constructed to separate the youth camping from the
lodge, allowing the lodge to be rented separately from the youth camp. Planned accessibility improvements to
the facility include threshold leveling, restroom renovations and barrier removal/corrections.

Cabin at Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve
The Johnson’s Mound Cabin, built in 1940, is our oldest rental facility, set at
the foot of the kame, the gravely hill rising over 50 feet above the surrounding
landscape at Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve. The kame is known County-wide
as a prominent feature located in the central part of Kane County. The cabin
is predominately rented by scouts for overnight camps. It is a one-room cabin
with a kitchen and bathroom to accommodate users. The District is planning
upgrades based on the accessibility audit completed in 2012 and the buildings
evaluation completed in 2015.

2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN

23

Picnic Shelters
The District has 56 shelters available for the public to rent. The shelters are
located in various preserves across the County, and vary in size to accommodate
different needs. All of the District’s shelters are in good condition. The structures
have also been audited for accessibility, and a plan has been approved to complete
necessary upgrades. The District will complete a condition assessment on each
shelter, develop a capital-asset maintenance program and implement the
maintenance program to ensure the shelters are kept in good repair throughout their useful life.

Specialty Recreation Facilities
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County has a number of special facilities that are operated by management
companies through long-term agreements, including:
•

Fifth Third Bank Ballpark, formerly Philip B. Elfstrom Stadium, home of the Kane County Cougars,
currently an Arizona Diamondbacks affiliate
Settler’s Hill Golf Course
Hughes Creek Golf Club
Deer Valley Golf Course
Strikers Soccer Facility
Fox Valley Ice Arena, a two-sheet ice rink and also home to the District’s administrative headquarters
Raging Buffalo Snowboard Park

•
•
•
•
•
•

Campgrounds
The District manages several public and youth-group campgrounds throughout Kane County. We have two
public campgrounds:
•

Big Rock Campground: Opened in 2013, Big Rock Campground was a project in the making since
the closing of Bliss Woods Campground in 2004. It took several years to search for and settle upon
an appropriate site for a new campground that would provide adequate space and acreage without
disrupting existing plans for habitat restoration or intrude on neighbors. In 2008, the District purchased
property adjacent to Big Rock Forest Preserve specifically for the campground. After receiving several
grants for the acquisition and development, construction began in 2012. Big Rock Campground
includes 96 improved camp sites with 50-amp electrical service, water access, parking pad and fire ring.
Improved camp sites are available to either vehicles or tent campers. Each improved site is capable of
handling a 50-foot motorhome. There are also four equestrian sites, nine primitive sites for tent-only
camping, and eight ADA-accessible sites that are available upon request. Primitive sites do not have
electric service and are available, weather permitting. The campground has various amenities, including
miles of trails and lakes for fishing. Big Rock Campground is adjacent to Deer Valley Golf Course.

•

Paul Wolff Campground: Located within Burnidge Forest Preserve is Paul Wolff Campground. A
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Grant, awarded in 2008, provided the District with additional
funding for an expansion of the campground and trail system. Paul Wolff Campground now contains
88 improved camp sites each with 50-amp electrical service, water access, parking pad and fire ring. Five
ADA-accessible camp sites are available upon request. There are also five equestrian sites which allow
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for larger vehicles and trailer parking. There are 10 primitive, wooded sites for tent camping only, away
from the main camping area.
The youth campground concept was established in our previous Master Plan, in an effort to make camping for
youth groups more efficient within the forest preserves. Making sure there was adequate space and amenities for
youth programs, the District developed a plan to provide a series of locations throughout the County where the
Operations & Maintenance department could maintain and keep basic amenities available for the groups to use,
such as restrooms, firewood and water. Currently, we have three youth camping areas established:
•

Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls: This campground was opened in 2008 after its purchase from the Boy
Scouts of America. The initial opening included six campsites that would accommodate 25 campers per
site, and a group activity area. In 2012, following increased popularity of the site, the District expanded
the number of camp sites to 12 and increased parking areas to accommodate the added use.

•

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve: For years, LeRoy Oakes has been a popular place for youth groups to
camp and hold events. However, in order to have events or schedule camps, users had to reserve the
shelters, which in turn made them unusable by the public. In an effort to accommodate more users and
a variety of activities, the District formally designated an area for youth camping and provided four sites
specifically for youth camping. This allowed general use of the preserve by the public, shelters for picnics
and other events, and a separate youth camping area.

•

Johnson’s Mound Cabin: This one-room cabin is the District’s oldest rental facility. Predominately
rented by scouts for overnight camps, the cabin contains a kitchen and bathroom. Scouts and youth
groups regularly reserve the cabin and camp overnight in and around the facility at Johnson’s Mound
Forest Preserve.

Trail Network
The Forest Preserve District and its partners have developed an extensive trail network throughout Kane County,
which includes over 200 miles of trails, both regional and internal. The Forest Preserve District continues to
work on the forefront regarding bike trails and alternative routes of transportation. The trails receive a wide
variety of use, from commuters to recreational users. Trails remain our most popular amenity, according to the
Public Interest Survey.
Total Forest Preserve District of Kane County Trail Mileage
•
•
•
•
•

Total Forest Preserve Interior and Forest Preserve Regional Trails: 188.41 miles
Total Forest Preserve Interior Trails: 139.49 miles
Total Forest Preserve Regional Trails: 48.92 miles
Total Non-Forest Preserve Regional Trails: 160.57 miles
Total All Regional Trails in Kane County: 209.49 miles

Regional Trails
•

Fox River Trail total: 40 miles
Within forest preserves: 19.25
Non-forest preserves: 20.75
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•

Great Western Trail total: 13.96 miles
Within forest preserves: 13.96 miles
Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

•

Virgil Gilman Trail total: 11.20 miles
Within forest preserves: 2.30 miles
Non-forest preserves: 8.90 miles

•

Kirk-Fabyan Regional Trail total: 4.32 miles
Within forest preserves: 0 miles
Non-forest preserves: 4.32 miles

•

Mid County Trail total: 3.88 miles
Within forest preserves: 3.88 miles (within Dick Young, Lake Run and Fitchie Creek Forest
Preserves)
Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

•

Randall Road Trail total: 3.74 miles
Within forest preserves: 1.17 miles
Non-forest preserves: 2.57 miles

•

Riverbend Trail total: 3.06 miles
Within forest preserves: 2.04 miles
Non-forest preserves: 1.02 miles

•

Elgin Twp. Trail total: 1.39 miles
Within forest preserves: 0.14 miles
Non-forest preserves: 1.25 miles

•

Illinois Prairie Path — Elgin Branch total: 3.08 miles
Within forest preserves: 3.08 miles
Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

•

Illinois Prairie Path — Batavia Spur total: 3.10 miles
Within forest preserves: 3.10 miles
Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

•

Illinois Prairie Path — Aurora Branch total: 2.65 miles
Within forest preserves: 0 miles
Non-forest preserves: 2.65 miles

•

Illinois Prairie Path — Geneva Spur total: 2.61 miles
Within forest preserves: 0 miles
Non-forest preserves: 2.61 miles
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Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve
Named in honor of
past Forest Preserve
District President Arlene
Shoemaker, this preserve
provides a forested respite
in the midst of urban
Aurora. The Aurora
Branch of the Illinois
Prairie Path runs along
the north border of the
preserve, serving as a link
between Kane and DuPage
counties.
The forest preserve is one
of the few bastions of the
woodland community
known as flatwoods. In this
specialized woodland, clay
soil creates an impermeable
layer that holds rainwater
in wet seasons yet is dry
the remainder of the year.
Tree species such as swamp
white oak and shagbark
hickory thrive in these
conditions. Herbaceous
plants that can tolerate
both very wet and very dry
conditions grow here also.
This area is a haven for
birds and other wildlife.
Between 1998 and 2000, 95 acres were purchased from five owners with the largest purchases (supplemented by
acquisition grants) coming from the Happes and Popp families. In 2004,
22 additional acres were added from the nearby Cambridge Homes subdivision holdings.
A screenings trail was added to connect patrons from the south parking lot through the woods to the prairie
path. Future expansion will include improved parking, a picnic area and an additional trail network.
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Aurora West Forest Preserve
Aurora West was part of the historical
“Sugar Grove” in the early years of Kane
County. Much of the land was plowed
for row crop agriculture in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, but some timber
was left standing. The majority of the
area remained in agriculture until the
District purchased the initial 117 acres
of the forest preserve in 1977. Another
64 acres were obtained from the Hudson,
Murphy and Judd families by 2000. With
the assistance of an acquisition grant, a
huge addition of 351 acres was added from
the Thorton Estate also in 2000. The final
addition of land came in 2005 with the
205 acre Packer family acquisition.
The Kane County Department of
Environmental Management has worked
extensively on a stormwater retention
project at Aurora West. In conjunction
with the county’s project, the District’s
restoration efforts have involved
restoring hydrology, recreating wetlands,
reintroducing prairie plants, and removing
invasive vegetation. As an ecological
mosaic of prairie, marsh, and woodland
communities, this preserve supports a host
of native animals.
There is an active volunteer stewardship
program here, offering many opportunities
for citizens to get involved in habitat
restoration.
A multi-purpose trail constructed with grant funding as an extension of the Mid-County Regional Trail,
traverses the preserve and connects to the Virgil Gilman Regional bike trail originating in Aurora. There is a
model airplane field to the north of the parking lot. The preserve is also designated as an off-leash dog area, but
a portion of the preserve is off-limits for dogs. This restricted use area is set aside for wildlife habitat protection.
The Natural Resources Department facility and nursery are located at Aurora West on Hankes Road.
Proposed improvements include additional parking, picnic areas, interpretive trails and habitat improvements.
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Barnes Forest Preserve
Blackberry Creek winds through
woods and wetlands in Barnes Forest
Preserve, providing vital habitat for
a host of wildlife species including
songbirds in migration, resident
waterfowl and raptors, white-tail
deer, and reptiles such as the garter
snake. The preserve protects a key
portion of the Blackberry Creek
Watershed, where the natural
wetlands afford flood control and
water quality protection.
The preserve began with 32 acres
originally purchased from the Barnes
Family in 1994. In 2001, 104 acres
were purchased from the City of
Aurora, and 133 acres were purchased
on the south side of Prairie Street
from Lindens Venture LLC.
There are walking trails on the
northern portion of the preserve,
which is bordered by the Virgil
Gilman Trail. From the parking lot
off Barnes Road, visitors can walk
along an overlook trail and enjoy
wildlife viewing. The Fox Valley Park
District maintains the trailhead for
the Virgil Gilman Trail on Prairie
Street and foot trails off Barnes
Street. A shelter and parking are
future improvements planned.
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Big Rock Forest Preserve
Mature woodlands, high quality marshes, tallgrass prairie,
clear-running creeks and a 65-foot deep lake are just
some of the highlights of Big Rock Forest Preserve.
Visitors will find lots to enjoy in any season of the year,
from summertime fishing, to hiking in the autumn
woods, cross-country skiing in winter, and birdwatching
during spring migration.
Siegler Lake is a premier feature of the preserve.
Formerly a limestone quarry, the lake was formed when
high floodwaters breached the banks of Big Rock and
Welch Creeks in 1996, sending torrents of water into the
quarry. The result of this flood event was a 32-acre lake,
complete with fish and invertebrates that were swept in
with the floodwaters. Subsequent fish habitat projects
have been undertaken, and the lake supports a diversity
of fish and aquatic wildlife. Fishing is for catch-andrelease only.
Big Rock Creek, rated one of the best quality streams in
Illinois, is home to freshwater mussels, indicators of high
quality habitat.
High sandy bluffs overlook patches of woodlands and
prairies in the preserve, and a specialized wetland called
a fen is fed by underground seeps on the southeastern
portion of the preserve.
Visitors can walk from either of the two parking lots
to the woodlands, the marsh, the fen and the prairie.
There is a loop trail around Seigler Lake, with beautiful
views over the water. A 1.25 mile, screenings trail,
established in 2013, leads north from the lake to the new
campground. Horses are allowed on designated equestrian trails.
The new Big Rock Campground, opened in the summer of 2013, was partially funded by an IDNR OSLAD
and RTP grant. The campground features 96 RV campsites, 9 primitive tent sites, 4 equestrian campsites, 2
shelters, flush and pit toilets and a new fishing pond.
The preserve originated in 1992 with 294 acres purchased from the Ervin Estate. 133 acres were added in 1998
from the former Meyer Material Co. gravel quarry. In 2003, 30 acres were added from the Kingery Family and
the Burris Trust. 2006 saw an increase of 118 acres with a purchase from the Marvel Davis Trust. 19 acres were
added in 2008 from the Thompson Trust. The final 246 acres were purchased in 2010 from the Anthony Family
with partial funding through an IDNR OSLAD acquisition grant.
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Big Rock Township Property
This woodland gem of 35
acres was purchased from the
Antos family in 2014 with
funding assistance provided
through an Open Space Lands
Acquisition & Development
(OSLAD) grant. The District’s
future plans are to open up
this property to the public and
provide interpretation for this
rare habitat.
This property was identified
as a priority natural area in
1999 as part of the Chicago
Wilderness - Fox River
Watershed Biodiversity
Inventory and continues to
be a focus in the 2013 Kane
County Infrastructure Plan.
The property has a large stand
of native hardwoods, diverse
understory with rare native
plants, a pond and a fen.
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Binnie Forest Preserve
The District purchased 119 acres in 1969
from the Pearson Family to preserve the
wetlands in what is now Binnie Forest
Preserve. Additional acquisitions (by
2002) from the Jones Family and Harris
Bank have expanded the preserve. A
Dundee Township open space addition
next to the forest preserve has augmented
the natural features of the area.
The wetland pockets here form the
headwaters of the Kishwaukee River
which flows from the northern border of
Binnie Forest Preserve. Visitors enjoy bird
watching and wildlife observation from a
network of mowed trails. A large picnic
shelter and play field is popular with large
groups. Proposed further improvements
include repair and upgrades to the road
and trail system, including interpretive
and wayfinding signage.
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Blackberry Maples Forest Preserve
Blackberry Maples offers
hiking, bird watching, and
wildlife observation in a
variety of habitats. From the
preserve’s entrance there is
a vista of a gently sloping
prairie that transitions to a
mature maple forest. There
are pockets of high quality
fens and sedge meadows in
the clearings. Great Blue
Herons have established a
rookery here, with nests high
in the treetops. On the forest
floor, wildflowers abound in
the spring and summer. The
open prairie is in full bloom
from July through September.
This outstanding natural
area is part of the Blackberry
Creek watershed. This
ecological complex as a
whole encompasses Johnson’s
Mound Forest Preserve,
Hannaford and Bliss Woods.
Together these preserves
provide critical habitat for a
diversity of wildlife.
This 153 acre preserve is
comprised of two acquisitions. 87 acres were purchased from the Gould/Feece Family in 1991, and 66 acres
were purchased from the Campbell Family in 2004. The preserve has been improved with a parking area, shelter,
restroom, well, kiosk and mowed walking path. Future plans include trail improvements and interpretive signage.

34

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRIC T OF K ANE COUNT Y

Blackberry Township Property
Gently rolling meadows
with tree-nursery rows on
108 acres comprise this 2014
acquisition from the Muetze
Nursery. This property will
yield many choice trees to be
planted in the other District
forest preserves, as well as
providing a greenway link
between Johnson’s Mound
and Dick Young Forest
Preserves.
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Bliss Woods Forest Preserve
At Bliss Woods visitors can
see a unique and increasingly
rare geologic feature, the last
remnant of the Kaneville
Esker. This is a winding ridge
of gravel and rocks created
by a river of water flowing
underneath a melting glacier
some 13,000 years ago. Most
of the esker is gone after years
of gravel mining.
On the steep slopes of the
esker there are two distinct
forest habitats. The south
slope, with relatively more
exposure to sun and wind, is
characterized by oak-hickory
woodlands with an array
of early spring wildflowers.
The more shaded slope on
the north side of the esker is
covered by sugar maple and
basswood trees.
The Virgil-Gilman Bike Trail runs east and west through the preserve and connects with Hannaford Woods and
Waubonsee Community College to the northwest. Blackberry Creek meanders through the southern part of the
forest preserve, and its associated riparian habitat supports many forms of wildlife. Crowning the diversity of this
region is a large eighteen acre wetland basin on the north side of KeDeKa Road, (a Kane County rustic road).
The outstanding ecological and geological features have led to Illinois State Nature Preserve status in portions
of the forest preserve. An active group of volunteers works to restore and maintain the health of this special
ecological gem.
An RV campground was constructed along Bliss Road many years ago but was removed due to serious drainage
problems. In its place, a small, trail-head parking lot allows for the protection and revival of the oak savanna.
Previous improvements include a picnic shelter, open play area, and improved parking.
The original purchase of the property began in 1984 with 137 acres from the Boy Scouts of America and
56 acres from the McVay Family on the east side of Bliss Road. Two years later 3 acres were added from the
adjoining Aurora Sportsmen’s Club. In 1999, 10 acres were purchased from Shodeen Corp. and the subdivision
to the northeast. In 2001, 25 acres were purchased to the north of KeDeKa Road from the Bauerle Trust.
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Bolcum Road Wetlands
This beautiful wetland is a key
part of protecting the Ferson
Creek watershed. The original 43
acre land holding was donated
by a developer as part of an
adjacent subdivision. In 2010,
Kane County contributed the
remaining 82 acres of this wetland
complex. Marsh vegetation
anchors the soil and serves as a
protective buffer, filtering out
impurities in storm water run-off.
The marsh also provides habitat
for scores of species of wildlife.
Habitat enhancement through
the restoration of wetlands and
streambank ecology is planned for
this preserve.
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Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve
Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve is 242 acres located just west of Elgin is named for the creek that winds its
way through the rolling terrain before heading to the Fox River. The preserve is part of a large tapestry of prairie,
woodland and streams with a lovely walking trail that winds you through the prairie and woods. Throughout the
preserve the trail immerses you in many habitats including an inviting creek side by the meandering stream, and
a grove of majestic old oak trees still standing sentinel on the prairie.
The preserve is located along greenway corridors that connect Meissner-Corron Forest Preserve to the south and
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve to the North. As a whole, these three preserves provide vital habitat for native
species of animals and plants.
In 2006, the first 183 acres of the preserve was purchased from the Muirhead Family, who has strong family ties
in the area. The District quickly made an expansion with the purchase of an additional 58 acres from the Arians
Family. In 2013, 150 acres were purchased from Betty Muirhead with assistance from an Open Space Land
Acquisition & Development (OSLAD) grant. Acquisition and development assistance from the IDNR made
this gem of a preserve a reality for the residents of Kane County. The preserve sees more and more visitors each
year, it’s a wonderful place for bird watching, jogging, walking or picnicking at the shelter.
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Braeburn Marsh Forest Preserve
In 1998, the City of
Batavia gave 54 acres at
the southeast corner of
Randall Road and Fabyan
Parkway to the District
as part of a wetland
mitigation and water
detention project. Today
the marsh serves the dual
purpose of flood control
and wildlife habitat.
The marsh teems with
migrating birds, ducks and
geese. The District expects
to continue working with
the city to enhance the
wetland and grassland
communities within the
marsh.
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Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
This property is the former Camp
Tu-Endie-Wei, purchased from the
YWCA in 2007. The heavily wooded
site sits along Brewster Creek which
is at its northeast border. The YWCA
had recently partnered with the Kane
County Division of Environmental
Management to carry out and
monitor a dam removal project.
This project provided a unique
opportunity to address a safety
issue, improve the natural ecology,
enhance educational programs
and successfully develop a model
for other dam removal and stream
channel restoration projects across
Illinois. This site is also an important
part of the Brewster Creek greenway
and connection to the Stearns Road
Corridor.
The District has conducted numerous upgrades to the property since its purchase, including a complete remodel
of the lodge making it available for education, meeting and rental opportunities, and a large parking area. Future
redevelopment plans call for a new picnic shelter and improved trails and habitat restoration.
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Brunner Family Forest Preserve
Acquired in 2008, this 723-acre
property had been a 20-year goal
for the District. The Brunner
Family Forest Preserve is the
largest waterfront piece in the
District’s holdings and the
largest property ever acquired
from a single landowner. The
property includes riverfront,
wetlands, fens and woodlands
that will be protected as a result
of the purchase.
The area has been deemed
some of the highest quality,
unprotected habitat in the
county. Bald eagles have been
observed along the riverfront of
the property, in addition to rare
mussels in the Fox River and
regionally rare plant and shrub
species.
Located between Route 31
and the Fox River, Brunner is
bordered by Buffalo Park Forest
Preserve in Algonquin to the
north, Fox River Shores Forest
Preserve in Carpentersville on
the south and east sides of the
Fox River, and Raceway Woods
Forest Preserve to the southwest.
The acquisition creates a 3.5-mile
stretch of waterfront along the Fox River, and combined, the properties make for over 1,200 acres of contiguous
open space.
The District has so far improved the property with a new entrance road and creek crossing, and a new 15 space
parking lot.
In May 2013, the Forest Preserve District was awarded a $400,000 OSLAD grant for the initial development of
this property. Project amenities will include 3.35 miles of regional, multi-purpose trail, mowed trails, a fishing
station, interpretive overlook, picnic shelter and restroom. Trails will connect Buffalo Park to Lincolnwood Park
and the Carpentersville Dam. A trail head at the north end of the property will be established with a parking
lot and shelter. Natural area enhancements will include 60 acres of prairie restoration, 10 acres of wetland/fen
restoration and 600 feet of shoreline enhancements
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Buffalo Park Forest Preserve
Buffalo Park was purchased in 1985 from the Manidok
Family after decades of use as a private camp/recreation area
along the Fox River.
After numerous devastating flood events, the District
removed the RV campground infrastructure and created
picnic areas, a loop trail and access to fishing in its’ place. The
preserve contains several parking areas, restrooms and picnic
areas on the ¾ mile long stretch of the Fox River. The old
access road that hugs the ravine has been paved. A former
ski hill on the site is now Raging Buffalo snowboarding
facility. Further streambank and woodland restoration is
planned for Buffalo Park.
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Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve
Grasses and wildflowers carpet
the gently rolling landscape of
Burlington Prairie. A portion
of the preserve is virgin prairie,
where the ground has never
been broken by a plow. State
endangered plants maintain a
foothold here, along with the
insects that pollinate them. A
twenty acre area north of the
railroad was designated as an
Illinois State Nature Preserve.
In addition to the original
prairie, there are large areas of
recreated prairie. Trails wind
through the prairie, and visitors
can observe wildlife year-long.
Located on the border of
Kane and DeKalb Counties,
Burlington Prairie is our
westernmost preserve. It’s one of
the few spots in Kane County
where one can stand in the
prairie and listen to the quiet
wind sweeping over the land.
In 2006, the District received an
RTP Grant for the development
of the eastern portion of the
preserve. This funding made
possible the construction of an
improved entry road, parking
lot, large shelter, restroom, solar well and drinking fountain, and three miles of interpretive and equestrian trails.
Prairie restoration was also part of the grant project.
Land purchases between 1990-1991 established the preserve with 124 acres from Wolfenberger and 134 acres
from the Halbeck Trust. 2 acres were added in 1996 from Burlington Properties. The year 2000 saw further
increases of 193 acres from the Locallo Family; 75 acres from Sunderlage-Getzelman and 31 acres from Romke.
248 further acres were purchased in 2005 from the County Trust Bank (Lenschow) with the assistance of grant
funding. 144 acres were added from Wyndham Deerpoint Homes in 2008.
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Burnidge Forest Preserve/Paul Wolff Campground
Beautiful vistas and rolling
terrain are the outstanding
features of Burnidge Forest
Preserve. There are several
different plant communities
and soil types here. Oak
woodlands cover the hills on
the southwest portion of the
preserve and mingle with the
marsh at lower elevations.
A restored prairie stretches
to the north, and a small
creek meanders toward Tyler
Creek. Visitors can walk trails
throughout the preserve and
observe a diversity of wildlife
in these natural communities.
Within Burnidge Forest
Preserve is Paul Wolff
Campground. A Recreational
Trails Program (RTP) grant,
awarded in 2008, afforded
the District with additional funding for the development of the expanded campground and trail system. The
campground contains 89 improved camp sites for vehicles or tents with 50-amp electrical service, water access,
parking pad and fire ring. There are also 10 primitive, wooded sites for tent camping only, and 5 equestrian sites
away from the main camping area. Camp sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis. The camp season
runs from May 1 to October 31, each year.
The preserve also boasts two fishing ponds, a small climbing wall, two picnic shelters, restrooms and almost
nine miles of multipurpose trails. Future development includes wetland restoration and drainage work, plus
campground maintenance.
The preserve is a combination of acquisitions from the following nine different owners: 168 acres in 1969
from Burnidge and Williams; 12 acres in 1971 from Frost; 2 acres in 1974 from the Union National Bank &
Trust; 152 acres in 1975 from Ludwig; 160 acres in 1978 from Mason; 20 acres in 2001 from the Boy Scouts
of America; and 83 acres in 2002 from Bugna. In 2013, the District acquired 82 acres from the City of Elgin
containing the creek, located to the south and east of the railroad intersection. Also in 2013, 8 acres were added
from the Travis family.
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Campton Forest Preserve
The landscape dips and rises at
Campton Forest Preserve, with
wooded hilltops with lovely
views, and a mix of marsh and
prairie in the low areas. The
preserve is undergoing constant
land additions, having begun
in 1972 with 44 acres from the
Barber family. Ninety-four acres
from the Goldmeyer family in
1976 and 188 acres from the
Bergland family were added in
1979. Additional acreage was
added from 1994 to 2010 from
the neighboring subdivisions of
Oak Glen, LaFox Woods and
Fox Creek.
One of the District’s earliest
prairie recreation projects began
on cropland here in 1986.
Bringing health back to the
land has benefited many kinds
of wildlife, from amphibians to
birds and mammals. Volunteers
continue to support the District’s
habitat restoration at Campton
Forest Preserve. Because of the
devastation of the Emerald Ash
Borer, much effort has been put
into restoring the woodland here
also.
The trails here are multi-use, natural surface, mowed grass paths shared with runners, bicyclists, dog walkers,
birdwatchers and horse riders. Equestrian use is permitted here and there is a trailer parking area. There is a
picnic shelter, ample parking and restrooms (which will undergo future renovation). Campton Forest Preserve is
home to our Trades Dept. workshops, mechanic and sign shop.
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Cardinal Creek Forest Preserve
Cardinal Creek Forest Preserve
is one of the newer preserves
in western Kane County.
The name was chosen by
school children in a contest
organized by the District and
local schools. The original 154
acres were purchased from the
Volkening Family in 2006.
An additional purchase
from the Faber Family of
12 acres was added in 2008.
An intermittent tributary of
Burlington Creek meanders
through the northeastern
portion of the preserve. The
rich soils once supported an
oak savanna in this area. The
District plans to restore the
area to oak savanna, wetland
and prairie. The preserve will
be improved with a shelter,
restroom, parking, multipurpose trails and interpretive
signage.
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Culver Forest Preserve
This preserve rests in the watershed
of Blackberry Creek and serves
as an important floodplain catch
basin. Its wooded and riparian
habitat provides an important
wildlife corridor and greenway
between neighboring Aurora West
Forest Preserve to the northwest,
and Barnes Forest Preserve to the
southeast.
The property was acquired with a
92 acre purchase from the Culver
Family in 1994. 24 acres were
added from the Shoger Family in
2001.
The woods here feature mature
oaks and hickories with scattered
underbrush. There are grassland
openings within the woodland,
with a restored prairie in the
northern portion of the preserve.
Future improvements include
prairie restoration, improved trails
and interpretive signage, improved
restroom facility, picnic shelter/area
with expanded parking.
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Deer Valley Golf Course
Deer Valley Golf
Course is located
on Jericho Road in
Big Rock Township,
five miles west of IL
Route 47. This ninehole course is 1358
yards with a par 29.
Reservations are
not taken at Deer
Valley. The rustic
log cabin clubhouse
offers a pro-shop
and restrooms, and
there are two ponds
and two streams
providing a source
of water for the tees
and greens. Big Rock
Creek winds through
this rolling course
adjacent to Big Rock
Forest Preserve.
Two purchases
in 2000 from the
Flodstrom Family
and Meyer Materials
make up this golf
course. The golf
course is operated by
GolfVisions, a private
golf management
company.

48

Big Rock Forest Preserve

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRIC T OF K ANE COUNT Y

Dick Young Forest Preserve
The Dick Young Forest Preserve comprises
some of the county’s finest wetlands,
woodlands, and prairie. Together, these create
an ecological complex that supports a great
diversity of animals and plants, including
several threatened, rare and endangered
species.
The geologic features of the site provide a
window to the origins of the northern Illinois
landscape. On the east side of the preserve is
Nelson Lake Marsh, which lies in a depression
created by the weight of glacial ice more than
10,000 years ago. A smaller prairie pothole,
similarly formed, is evident near the north
entrance to the preserve. Moraines to the
north and west of the marsh were created by
the deposition of rocks, boulders and gravel
from retreating glaciers. Over time, several soil
types formed in this vast and varied landscape.
Soil and weather together influenced the
development of wetland, woodland and prairie communities. A rich diversity of fauna evolved within these plant
communities.
A century of agriculture and peat mining in the marsh diminished the habitat value of the area. Nelson Lake and
its surrounding land were in danger of further decline when a small but dedicated group of individuals organized
to preserve and restore the lake. This group, including the late naturalist Dick Young, spread the word among
conservationists and the general public. With the support of this group, District teamed up with the Nature
Conservancy in 1980 to purchase the core 178 acres of wetland and marsh. Restoration was soon underway, and
volunteers organized trash pickup, conducted site monitoring, and removed invasive plants. To further protect
the integrity of the natural area, the 154 acres within the Nelson Lake Marsh complex was dedicated as an
Illinois State Nature Preserve. Habitat restoration is an ongoing process.
The District has added substantial acreage to the core of the preserve with funds made possible by several
referendums and grants. This has provided unprecedented opportunities to restore the biological diversity of this
area. Land management and restoration projects have brought back vegetation absent for a century, nesting birds
that have not bred here for decades, endangered species of reptiles and much more.
Further major land acquisitions include the following: 23 acres in 1982 and 287 acres in 1997 from Chapman;
12 acres in 1983 from Land Preservation Inc.; 83 acres in 1991 from Farm Section Clan; 21 acres in 1999 from
Riggs; 316 acres in 2002 from Hoffman; 15 acres in 2003 from Anderson; 134 acres in 2012 from the Hoffman
Corp.; 153 and acres in 2012 from Simon and Sohn.
An OSLAD grant provided funding for improvements to the preserve including improved parking, two shelters,
two restrooms, interpretive nodes and a way-finding system. It also allowed for construction of bike, equestrian
and walking trails throughout the preserve. Bicycling and equestrian use are limited to the western portion of the
preserve. Whether walking, cycling, or riding horseback, visitors may see wildlife as diverse as pelicans and mink.
Flora from pondweed to oak trees will please plant enthusiasts.
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Eagles Forest Preserve
This preserve is a quiet,
green island within the city
limits of Elgin. The property
was named after one of the
previous owners the Fraternal
Order of Eagles of Elgin.
The land was purchased
between 2002-2004 from
the Eagles and the Burnidge
family. In 2012, three acres
were purchased from the
Malcolm family.
It is situated on the west fork
of Tyler Creek. Large, stately
oaks grow in a savanna setting
west of the creek, with denser
woods to the south. Old
field succession is underway
in the northern portion of
the property. With its varied
habitat, the preserve is a haven
to many species of birds.
The District has entered into
an agreement with the City
of Elgin that will allow them
to improve and maintain the
northeastern portion of the
preserve. Their plans include
enhancing the existing natural
habitats, while adding new parking and shelters, and interpretive trails, bridges, and trail connections to the
adjoining neighborhoods.
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Edgewater Greenway
This 96-acre property is northeast of Otter Creek
Forest Preserve. The property runs along parts
of Otter Creek and Stoney Creek, and contains
wetlands and trails.
Acquired in 2014, this property was a donation
from the City of Elgin as part of their Far West
Greenway Plan. The property is maintained by
the nearby Edgewater subdivision homeowners
association.
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Elburn Forest Preserve
Established in
1928, Elburn Forest
Preserve is one of the
oldest preserves in the
District. It is unique
in its placement
in four townships:
Blackberry, Virgil,
Campton and
Kaneville. The western,
wooded parcel of 87
acres was purchased
from the Fargo Family
in 1928. In 2001, 77
acres were acquired
to the east from the
Dia-Lin Trust, and
in 2002, a one-acre
piece was added from
the Schusler Family.
To accommodate the
grant improvements
on the eastern side
closest to town, 3 acres
was purchased in 2010 from the Swift family.
The topography at Elburn Forest Preserve rises along a moraine, or gravel ridge, left by the last glaciers. This
area marks the divide between the Fox and Kishwaukee watersheds (drainage basins). A high quality savanna/
woodland stretches along the moraine. White, black, and bur oaks mingle with hickory and walnut trees in this
beautiful woodland. To the west of the woods is a sedge meadow, with many wetland plants adapted to hydric
soils. The farm fields are being converted and tallgrass prairie is being restored on the east side of the preserve.
The picturesque stone shelter dates to the Great Depression of the 1930s. It was constructed with salvaged
stone from the old St. Gall church in Elburn. 1n 1976, Boy Scout Troop 19 from Maple Park, documented an
early trading post on the trail to Oregon Illinois near the eastern boundary of the preserve, evidenced by an old
abandoned cement watering tank on the property. The house at Elburn Forest Preserve is utilized by the Fox
Valley Wildlife Center for wildlife rehabilitation.
The older, western portion of the preserve was improved with several parking lots, a restroom, kiosk and highly
used picnic areas. The District received a RTP grant in 2007 that helped fund the addition of a second shelter
and restroom, parking, kiosk, interpretive signage and screenings trails linking the east and west sides of the
preserve.
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Elgin Shores Forest Preserve
Elgin Shores adjoins
a complex of state
properties, and is
bordered on the east
by the Fox River. The
property was purchased
from the State of Illinois
in 1981 with the help of
grant funding.
The 20-acre site is
maintained by the City
of Elgin primarily for
little league baseball
fields. The park has also
been improved with the
addition of expanded
parking, a playground,
a shelter, a boat launch/
fishing pier and shoreline
habitat restorations.
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Elgin Township Trail
The 1.6 mile long Elgin Township Trail connects Tyler Creek Forest Preserve to Voyager’s Landing Forest
Preserve. It parallels Interstate 90 and actually links up to the Fox River Trail via a bike/pedestrian bridge under
the interstate Fox River bridge.
The District owns 1 acre of the trail alignment property (purchased from the Chicago and North Western
Transportation Co. in 1980), but maintains the entire length (mostly on Nicor Gas Co. property or street rightof-way).
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Elgin Township Wetland
This small 10 acre parcel
was sold to the District by
the Union National Bank
and Trust Co. of Elgin
in 1983. The preserve is
a wetland habitat along a
tributary of Tyler Creek.
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Fabyan Forest Preserve
Fabyan Forest Preserve was once part
of the large country estate of Colonel
George and Nelle Fabyan. The Fabyans
came to the Fox River Valley in the early
1900’s and bought a farmhouse and ten
acres south of Geneva on the west bank
of the Fox. Over the following 20 years
they acquired more than 300 acres and
developed the property into an elaborate
estate they called “Riverbank.”
Riverbank became a showplace in the
state with its model farm, extensive
greenhouses, windmill, ornamental
gardens, arbors, grotto, pools and ponds. In
1907, the Fabyans contracted Frank Lloyd
Wright to redesign the farmhouse into a
larger and more, modernized home they
called “The Villa.” While the Fabyans lived
on the estate they employed more than 60
people in positions as maids, gardeners,
chauffeurs, scientists, and farmers. They
employed a sculptor to create numerous
stone and concrete fountains, statues, and
furniture, as well as cages for the various
wild animals they brought to Riverbank.
Many of these structures remain in the
preserve today.
The Villa, listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1984, is now a
museum dedicated to the history of
Riverbank and the story of the Fabyans. The Japanese Garden, created in 1910, is beautifully landscaped and
maintained as a peaceful respite. Also part of Fabyan Forest Preserve is the Fabyan Windmill, an authentic,
working Dutch windmill. The windmill was completely restored in 2003-2004 and is also listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. Tours are available for all three amenities.
After the Fabyans’ deaths in the late 1930s, the District purchased 121 acres of their estate in 1939, and created
the preserve. Between that time and 1982, 81 acres were added from the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad,
and in 1993 a small parcel of right-of-way was acquired from Kane County.
The preserve straddles both sides of the Fox River and is one of the most widely used preserves in the county.
There are large wooded areas for picnicking, (including four shelters and numerous restrooms and parking lots),
two shorelines for fishing, and woodlands for hiking. This property is an integral part of the Fox River Regional
Trail System.
Future improvements include enhancing the west bank of the river and replacing/relocating the bridge from the
west side of the river to the island.
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Ferson Creek Forest Preserve
Ferson Creek Forest Preserve was
acquired as part of a cooperative,
open land purchase with the St.
Charles Park District, and the
southern half sits adjacent to the
Primrose Park recreation area.
The 32 acres were acquired in 1994
from the Diehl Family Trust. The
balance of 113 acres was conveyed
from the park district in 1995.
The preserve is a part of a greenbelt
and wildlife corridor that extends
along Ferson and Otter Creeks. The
floodplain and wetland habitats are
critical for flora, fauna and flood
control. Stream restoration and
stabilization work has been done
here in a joint project with the St.
Charles Park District. This project
includes “wetland banking” whereby
developers are restoring the land to
satisfy the Army Corps of Engineers,
and Fish and Wildlife mitigation
requirements for wetland destroyed
in other locations.
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Fitchie Creek Forest Preserve
Fitchie Creek Forest
Preserve contains several
plant communities that
support exceptionally
high biological diversity.
The woodland at the
southwest corner of the
preserve rises above the
meandering creek, which
is fed by a high-quality
wetland. The rich array
of habitats makes the
preserve a special haven
for wildlife.
In November 2000,
the entire student body
of neighboring Prairie
View Elementary School
helped to sow prairie
seeds on 25 acres of the
property adjoining the
school. Today, the prairie
is flourishing and the
students are involved in ongoing habitat restoration and stewardship.
Through an OSLAD grant, the district was able to construct two parking lots and entry drives; two shelters;
a restroom; a fishing pier; 3.5 miles of mowed, multi-purpose and asphalt trail (Mid County Regional Trail)
including two bridges, and wayfinding and interpretive signage. Prairie, woodland and wetland restoration is also
in progress. Oak seedlings have been planted in two locations by our volunteers.
The 466 acre preserve was compiled from purchases from three families. In 1996, 236 acres was bought from the
Turgrimson Family. 97 acres was added in 2000 from the Udina Dairy Farm. A further 133 acres was purchased
from the Gurke Family in 2011.
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Fox River Bluff & Fox River Bluff West Forest Preserves
During the 1980’s the Forest Preserve Commission placed emphasis upon acquiring the remaining river edge
property. The preserve initial purchase of 2 acres of railway right-of way was in 1984. The wooded portion of the
preserve on the east side of the river is known as Norton Woods. This 31-acre property was a donation in 1987
to the District in memory of Carol Ann Buck. The one condition placed upon the gift was that no structures
are ever to be built on the property. Between 1988 and 1991, 36 acres were added from the Severson Farm with
the aid of an OSLAD grant. Nine acres were acquired from the City of St. Charles in 2002, along what would
become the eastern edge of the Red Gate Bridge in 2012.
The site is graced with an unusual land form at the mouth of Norton Creek, where the Newark Valley rock
formation is exposed to the surface. The creek twists and turns in ox-bow formation as it winds through
floodplain forest to the river.
Fox River Bluff is located on Weber Avenue just west of Route 25, along the east shoreline of the Fox River. A
beautiful section of the Fox River Trail crosses the property on the old trolley line, and is now linked to the
west side of the river by the bridge. Future plans for the property include improved parking and entry drive, and
creation of a picnic area.
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Fox River Forested Fen Forest Preserve
The District’s acquisition
of these 27 acres in 2013
was from the former
Fox River Country Day
School land, also once
called the Chicago Junior
School. This preserve
was acquired through
an intergovernmental
agreement with the Illinois
State Toll Highway
Authority and the City
of Elgin. It borders the
Max McGraw Wildlife
Foundation preserve, the
Fox River Trail, and a new
City of Elgin park.
The forested fen here
is one-half of the only
remaining such plant
community in the State
of Illinois. The other half
is within the City of Elgin’s Trout Park. Dominated by white cedar, also known as arborvitae, in the lower
terraces, and oaks in the eastern uplands, the preserve contains seeps and swales with flowing water that remains
unfrozen, even in the deep of winter.
The property has been granted Illinois Nature Preserve status. The characteristic seeps and fens could not persist
without a constant, clean source of groundwater welling upward through glacial gravel and bedrock seams. So
unique is the site that the nearest comparable habitats are found in the boreal forests of Minnesota and Canada.
The plant communities here have been disturbed since settlement times, yet they present a glimpse of the
ancient Illinois landscape, shortly after glacial retreat. The District plans to focus on habitat restoration at this
property.
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Fox River Shores Forest Preserve
The one mile long stretch of Fox River waterfront is a major
attraction of this site, for both anglers and birdwatchers.
Natural history interests include the hillsides away from the
river that are lined with springs and seeps, which together
create a unique habitat for wildlife and plants.
The Fox River Regional Trail runs the length of the property.
It was created in 1984 following the abandonment of the
C&NW railroad valley spur. The trail is extremely popular for
bicyclists, hikers, runners, and many others who enjoy wildlife
watching and peaceful scenery.
The preserve has been assembled from 110 individual
parcels from numerous owners between the years of 1978
and 2004. Originally, the large portion (of 90 acres) of the
preserve on the east side of the Fox River was purchased in
1981 from the McNeill Family. Most of the Fox River Trail
corridor was purchased from the Chicago and Northwestern
Transportation Co.
Currently, the preserve contains a boat launch, picnic area
with a shelter, restrooms, water and a large parking area
on the east side of the river. On the west side of the river,
the Carpentersville dam area has been developed with
a parking area, restrooms and a river overlook shelter.
Dundee Township Park District maintains a small park and
playground west of the dam area. The proposed improvements
include habitat restoration; opening up more of the river
bank; and trail, road and parking improvements.
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Fox River Trail
The Fox River Trail is one of the most scenic trails in Kane County, spanning
over 35 miles from Oswego to Algonquin, Illinois. The trail skirts the Fox
River, leading through beautiful woodlands and natural areas. The north end
of the Fox River Trail connects with the McHenry County Prairie Trail which
continues to the Wisconsin border. To the south, the Fox River Trail links
with the Illinois Prairie Path in Aurora.
Portions of the trail are built on the former Chicago, Aurora and Elgin rail
line. The Fox River Trolley Museum is located just off the trail in South Elgin,
where you can learn the history of the electric rail in Illinois and take a Trolley
ride to Jon J. Duerr forest preserve. The trail runs thru numerous District
preserves which offer areas for rest stops, picnicking, fishing, and trail head
parking.
Historic attractions such as the old dutch windmill, the Japanese Garden and
the Villa Museum are situated along the trail at Fabyan forest preserve, as are
others in municipal parks and open spaces.
People of all ages and interests enjoy the multi-purpose Fox River Trail. Birdwatchers flock to the trail, particularly in the spring and fall to view throngs
of migratory song birds following the river during their annual migrations.
Bicycling, running, walking and cross-country skiing are also popular activities
on the Fox River Trail. Some stretches of the trail are relatively flat, while
there are some challenging hills in other spots of the river valley. Surfaces vary
from asphalt to crushed limestone.
Many of the parcels that make up the trail were acquired in the mid 1980’s
from the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation Co.; the Illinois
Department of Conservation and various landowners along the Fox River.
The District has focused on coordinating numerous connections to regional
and local trails, most recently partnering with the City of Aurora and the Fox
Valley Park District to complete the trail “gap” in downtown Aurora.
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Freeman Kame – Meagher Forest Preserve
The Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve
includes some of Kane County’s most picturesque
topography. The hills and valleys are the result of
glacial activity over 13,000 years ago. Known as
kames, these hills consist of loose gravel and rocks
dumped by glacial meltwater in through a gap in
the ice. The valleys were carved from the weight and
movement of the great ice sheets.
The glacial action created a varied landscape that
led to diverse habitats. The flora and fauna here
are spectacular. Dick Young, the late naturalist and
environmental champion of Kane County, wrote
of Freeman Kame glowingly. The quiet splendor
and richness of this place transcends description,”
he said. “It is a humbling experience to witness this
interesting native pageant.”
A portion of the preserve is an Illinois State
Nature Preserve. As such, it has restricted use for
the protection of the geology, flora and fauna.
Outside the nature preserve boundaries are
mowed trails, including a horseback riding area.
Future developments include road and parking
improvements, expanded trail and interpretive
system, shelters and restrooms. Extensive habitat
restoration is ongoing.
These 1,335 acres comprise the District’s largest
landholding collected from eight large land purchases
from – Freeman (1985) 43 acres; Meagher (1992)
152 acres; Sanfilippo (2000) 234 acres; Toneli (2000)
15 acres; Nyman (2002) 163 acres; GD Land Corp.
(2003) 344 acres; Vovola (2011) 52 acres; and Oury (2014) 76 acres.
Camp Tomo Chi Chi Knolls
Nestled within the Forest Preserve, south of Freeman Road, is Camp Tomo Chi Chi Knolls, a 258-acre area
devoted to youth group camping and recreation. The camp was purchased in its entirety from the Des Planes
Boy Scout Council in The camp is set on rolling hills of oak-hickory woodlands, quality wetlands and open
meadow areas.
Thirteen tent camping sites will accommodate up to 25 campers each for a total of 325 youth campers. In
addition, Camp Tomo Chi Chi Knolls features a large, rustic lodge equipped with bathrooms, kitchen and a
wood burning fireplace. The camp also has large parking areas, mowed activity areas, wooded trail loops and a
shelter.
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Glenwood Park Forest Preserve
Glenwood Park is a peaceful wooded preserve on the east bank of
Fox River in Batavia. There are fine specimens of chinquapin oak
along with large red oak, basswood, and other hardwood forest
species. A small creek runs through the preserve with exposed
outcroppings of the Niageran Dolomite bedrock. The Illinois
Prairie Path – Batavia Spur enters the preserve on the east and
connects with the east riverside Fox River Trail.
Glenwood Park is downstream from the former South Batavia
Dam, which was removed in 2005. A series of rapids and riffles in
this portion of the river provide good fishing opportunities. There
are also several wooded floodplain islands, which are part of the
preserve.
The property was purchased from several owners, with the first 28
acres coming from the Shipper Family in 1976 bought with partial
OSLAD grant funding. Other smaller purchases followed between
1982 to 1998 from Roth, Johnson, Harris Bank, Batavia Park
District and Shafernich. The preserve amenities include a shelter,
restroom, water pump, parking and a kiosk. Future streambank and
woodland restoration is planned for this land.
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Great Western Trail
The Great Western Trail is built on the former right-of-way of the Chicago Great Western Railway. The
property for this trail was obtained mainly in the late 1970’s from the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation
Co. This linear trail has a gently, sloping grade, and runs through wetlands, prairie, and farmland between St.
Charles and Sycamore.
Runners enjoy the Great Western Trail, as well as bicyclists. The trail is wonderful for walking, bird watching,
observing wildlife, equestrian riders and can be used west of Wasco by snowmobilers.
The trail surface varies from asphalt to crushed limestone, and is maintained and improved by the District.
Future plans for the expansion of trail will include extending the trail (on the old ROW) east into St. Charles
from the trailhead currently at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve.
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Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve
Grunwald Farms Forest
Preserve contains one of
the last undisturbed eskers
in Kane County. The site is
located along Blackberry
Creek, and contains a
spring fed pond, a 50acre high quality wetland
complex, 40 acres of
Oak-Hickory woodlands,
and a 10 acre fen. The fen
is fed with a continual
source of cold, mineral-rich
water from the ground.
The species-rich plant
communities support a
diverse community of
wildlife. In the upland
areas, century-old oak trees
mix with mature hickory,
ash and elm trees in the
woodland.
The preserve also features
a 14-acre, recreational
lake that was created from
a former gravel mining
operation. There is boat access to the lake which is stocked with fish, parking lots and flush restrooms. There is
a multi-purpose trail around the lake, as well as mowed trails that wind through the woods. The property is also
home to the District’s South Operations Maintenance Facility. Prairie, fen, woodland and wetland restoration
are currently underway.
Plans for Grunwald Farms include the development of a network of trails and bridges with interpretive signage,
an outlook above the lake, a fishing pier and a picnic shelter. A youth tent camping area is also in the plans
featuring camping pods with fire rings, a shelter, parking and restrooms.
The majority of the property was purchased in 2006 from the Grunwald Family with the aid of IDNR funding.
The site to the west which contains the lake was purchased that same year from Kaneland Sand and Gravel Co.
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Gunnar Anderson Forest Preserve
This stretch of riverfront property
features open play fields, a shelter,
a restroom and parking. A buffer of
vegetation along the river provides
habitat for riparian wildlife. A paved
trail connects the preserve and
government complex to the Geneva
Park District’s Island Park and the
Fox River Trail.
The preserve is named for Gunnar
Anderson, the first employee of the
District, who was hired in 1927 and
remained with the District until
his passing in 1993. The District
purchased the preserve in 1972 from
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
at the same time that Kane County
purchased the land to the west for
the government center. The District
plans to remove the turf play fields
and restore them to a natural riparian
habitat and construct a river overlook.
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Hampshire Forest Preserve
Hampshire Forest Preserve has been a favorite spot for
picnicking, hiking, bird watching, horseback riding and
cross-country skiing. The preserve is situated on the crest
of a glacial moraine. An oak-hickory woodland grows
on the well-drained morainal soil, with tallgrass prairie
meeting the woodland on the gentle slopes to the east.
There are small pockets of wetlands within the preserve
as well. The variety of habitats supports many forms of
wildlife, from mammals to birds, reptiles, amphibians and
more.
Currently the preserve has been developed with
the following improvements, 6 miles of trails with
a wayfinding system, equestrian trailer parking, and
two large picnic areas with parking, shelter, water and
restrooms. Trail work and habitat restoration will be
ongoing.
Hampshire Forest Preserve was assembled with purchases
from two families. The original purchase from the Holtz
family in 1957 was made up of 118 acres, with another 31
acres added from the family in 2002. In 1989, 118 acres
were added from the Tyson family.
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Hampshire South Forest Preserve
Hampshire South Forest Preserve is
comprised of ridges and valleys created
by the last glaciers some 13,000 years ago.
This varied terrain includes upland fields
and low wet areas. The site contains a
confluence of Burlington Creek and one
of its tributaries, and a small fishing pond.
In 2006, 180 acres were purchased from
the Scarpelli family and 20 acres from the
Getzelman Trust.
Land management plans include prairie
restoration in the drier uplands and
recreation of sedge meadow wetlands
in the low areas. Interpretive trails are
planned for this preserve, along with
parking, a shelter, restroom, a bridge and a
wetland observation area.
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Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve
Fine examples of prairie, woodlands, wetlands,
and riparian habitat are all represented in this
beautiful preserve. The restored prairie extends
along Merrill Road where the land slopes
toward Blackberry Creek. The woodlands
contain magnificent oak and hickory trees, and
other major hardwood species. The wetlands to
the southwest encompass the floodplain of the
creek. Visitors can enjoy all of these natural
communities by walking or bicycling along
the trail that winds through the preserve and
connects with the Virgil Gilman Trail.
Hannaford Woods is connected to Bliss
Woods Forest Preserve to the southeast, and
Waubonsee Community College to the west.
The proximity of these open and natural areas
is a boon to native wildlife needing access to
varied food sources and breeding sites. Habitat
restoration is in full swing at this preserve. A
picnic shelter and expanded parking is in the
plans for this site.
The preserve was created primarily from land
acquisitions from two families. In 1992, with
aid from an LWCF acquisition grant, 111 acres
was purchased from the Hannaford Family and added to 27 existing acres coming partially from the Adams and
Lagerloef Families. The remaining 229 acres were acquired in 2000 from the Nickels Family. In 2012, a land
swap was conducted between the District and Waubonsee Community College, giving 33 acres of open sports
fields to the college in exchange for 67 acres of wetlands and natural areas.
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Helm Woods Forest Preserve
Helm Woods is a prime example of an
ecological community called flatwoods.
Here, the unique soils drain very slowly. In
the springtime, melted snow and spring
rains create pools of standing water, vital
habitat for salamanders, invertebrate
animals and other wildlife. By midsummer, the ground is quite dry, creating
an opposite extreme.
Swamp white oak trees are well adapted
to these conditions. Several venerable old
specimens of this species thrive at Helm
Woods. The herbaceous vegetation is also
of exceptional quality.
Two hundred acres, bordering several
parcels owned by Dundee Township and
Dundee Township Park Distict, were
purchased in 1980 with the aid of grant
funding from Chicago Title and Trust Co.
An additional 5 acres was added in 2002
from the Miller Family.
For its wildlife and botanical treasures,
the wooded portion of Helm Woods
is an Illinois State Nature Preserve.
The District has undertaken extensive
habitat restoration work at Helm Woods,
preserving the ecological quality of this
beautiful woodland. Future plans for the
preserve include improved parking, nature
trails and interpretive signage.
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Hoscheit Woods Forest Preserve
Purchased in 2011 from the
Oliver Hoffman Corp., this
beautiful property on the
eastern edge of Kane County
includes open farm fields,
pasture, and wet areas. The edge
habitat along the old farm roads
is home to a variety of wildlife,
and birds are abundant in the
former pasture area. The terrain
gently dips and rises, creating
wet pockets and drier knolls.
Restoration management of
wetlands, savanna and prairie is
planned to enhance the habitat
for a variety of wildlife species.
Volunteers from the Wayne
Area Conservancy Foundation
have been removing old fence
lines and invasive species.
The District also plans to open
the preserve for walkers and equestrian use, by providing a trailer parking area, multi-use trails, shelter and
restrooms.
The 163 acres that make-up this forest preserve were purchased by the District as part of the 2011 land
acquisition and preserve improvement referendum. The preserve is the District’s first in Wayne.
The property was first officially named “Little Woods Forest Preserve” in 2012. Research has indicated this
preserve was once within a prominent natural feature known as the “Little Woods.” The place names “Big
Woods” and “Little Woods” likely originated from settlers in the 1830s, and were told to James Thompson
and John Thompson, the first U.S. Government land surveyors dispatched to this region. The original 1839-40
Government Land Office survey maps generated from the Thompson’s field surveys for the County clearly show
two large and distinct woodlands east of the Fox River. It is easy to see why each section of “Timber,” as labeled
on the maps comprising Big Woods and Little Woods, were so named.
It is interesting to note that a region and a settlement named Little Woods did exist in the northern portion of
St. Charles Township, east into DuPage County, and it was recognized by name from at least 1842 until July 7,
1853, when the name was changed to Wayne.
In April 2015, the Forest Preserve Commission named this property as Hoscheit Woods Forest Preserve, in
honor of John J. Hoscheit, who had recently completed serving 15 years as president of the Forest Preserve
District. Commissioner Hoscheit was instrumental in the District tripling its land holdings, under his
leadership.
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Hughes Creek Golf Club
Hughes Creek Golf Club is an 18-hole golf course of
6,506 yards with a par 72. The layout contains gently
rolling hills, wetlands, native prairie plants and beautiful
song birds with a panoramic view of the course from the
clubhouse. Blackberry Creek winds through the south
and east of the course and fills the two ponds on site.
Hughes Creek Golf Club clubhouse offers daily lunch
specials, Friday Night Fish Fry and Saturday Night
Dinner. The Dining Room, Patio and Veranda are also
available for rentals also.
The existing 156 acre course was acquired from an Old
Second National Bank Trust in 2002. An additional
developer donation through the US Bank of 16 acres of
stream and wetland occurred in 2006. The golf course
is operated by Meyers Family Golf, a private golf
management company.
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Illinois Prairie Path
The Illinois Prairie Path connects Kane and DuPage Counties by a network of over 60 miles of multipurpose trails. The majority of the trail is in DuPage County, built on former railroad rights-of-way. These
properties were assembled from holdings of the Illinois Department of
Conservation, Kane County and others in the late 1970s through the
1990s. A 14-mile extension of the trail runs through Aurora, passes to
the north of Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve, and connects with the
Fox River Trail. To the north, the Elgin Branch connects with the Fox
River Trail. There are two connecting links in east-central Kane County:
the 6-mile long Batavia Spur and the 5-mile Geneva Spur. Both of these
trails also link up to the Fox River Trail on the east side of the river.
The Illinois Prairie Path leads through beautiful open natural areas.
Surfaces vary from asphalt to crushed limestone. Various municipalities
own and maintain sections of the trail, and provide trail upgrades, trail
amenities and signage.
For more information, visit www.ipp.org.

Batavia Spur

Elgin Branch
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Jack E. Cook Park and Forest Preserve
Named for the late Jack Cook, president
of the forest preserve district from 1994
– 2002, this preserve is currently in
agricultural production. 91 acres of the
total 219 acres of the park was purchased
from the City of Elgin in 2007 in a
cooperative effort to provide open space
and recreational areas on the far west side
of Elgin. The City of Elgin Parks and
Recreation Department will develop a
large part of the park with active sports
fields, playground, shelter, restrooms
and parking. The western portion of
the preserve will be restored to wetland
and prairie, and Pingree Creek will be
remeandered. A recreational lake with
a scenic overlook, and also bicycle and
walking trails will be added.
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Jelkes Creek Forest Preserve
Jelkes Creek Forest Preserve is a wooded refuge for
plants and animals in the Jelkes Creek greenway system,
which begins to the northwest of Schweitzer Woods
forest preserve and ends at the Fox River. This preserve
is an important part of the larger ecological complex
of Dundee Township. The creek meanders through the
western portion of the preserve thru bottomland woods
and upland prairies. The 37-acre preserve was purchased
from the Michalski and Christopherson Families as
part of the 2007 Referendum. Wetland and streambank
improvements are planned for, as well as trails, a
parking lot and a picnic area.
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Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve
Purchased in 1927, Johnson’s
Mound Forest Preserve was one
of the first forest preserves of
the Forest Preserve District of
Kane County. Local residents
appreciated the wooded hill and
surrounding natural area, and
the preserve was widely used for
large picnics.
Johnson’s Mound is a heavily
wooded classic example of a
stratified gravel hill known as
a “kame,” which was deposited
by glacial ice and water some
10,000 years ago. This kame
is a prominent feature on the
mid-county landscape, rising
50 feet above the surrounding
tributaries of Blackberry Creek
and the glacial outwash plain.
The preserve was home to the
Shabbona Tree, a giant elm
estimated to be more than 150
years old. In 1972, the tree had
to be cut down as a victim of
Dutch Elm disease.
A high quality woodland
developed at Johnson’s Mound,
with spectacular wild flowers
in the springtime and brilliant foliage in the fall. The wooded area of the kame is protected as an Illinois State
Nature Preserve. The property features an open sled hill; a mowed recreational area; a small cabin, used by scouts
and other groups; and two picnic shelters and restrooms. Footpaths lead up and down the slopes, and a mowed
trail circles the reconstructed prairie. Proposed improvements include providing additional picnic areas, trails and
interpretive signage.
The District has undertaken an extensive prairie restoration project on much of the open land of the preserve,
and woodland recreation is a high priority.
Johnson’s Mound has had a long acquisition history. The original preserve consisted of 96 acres of the kame
purchased in 1927 for $18,296.25 from the Shepard Family. 87 acres were added in 1977 from LaSalle National
Bank. Recent additions include: 187 acres from the Illinois Association of Seventh Day Adventists in 2002; 204
acres from the Polivka Family in 2004; and 169 acres from the Compton family in 2005.
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Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve
Situated at the bend in the Fox River, the Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve is a prime spot for fishing, birdwatching,
and hiking. There are close to 200 acres of riparian habitat in this preserve, including seven islands in the river.
While much of the preserve is characterized as floodplain forest, there are some unique remnants of prairie on
exposed rock ledges and outcroppings. An old gravel pit has revealed interesting botanical surprises, such as
prickly pear cactus and cut-leaf grape ferns.
The Fox River Trail crosses the river on the bridge connecting this preserve and Tekakwitha Woods Forest
Preserve. The River Bend Trail also traverses the preserve. On the River Bend Trail, an 8-foot high, natural
waterfall cascades into a creek, exposing bedrock dating to the Silurian Period, over 400 million years ago.
The Fox River Trolley Museum, located south of County Park in South Elgin, operates an historic trolley line,
with a station stop in the preserve.
In the preserve’s 40 year history, there have been many improvements. There is a canoe launch, two shelters,
two restrooms, an interpretive kiosk and several parking lots at the river’s edge. Future improvements include
wetland, streambank and woodland restoration and reconfigured parking areas.
There have been many parcels collected together to comprise the preserve. In 1973, the District purchased 60
acres from the Yundt/Dvorak Family and 33 acres from the Vasa Park Assoc. 11 acres were added in 1979 from
the Collins Family, and 32 acres in 1980 from the Sims, Carlson Families. Between 1983 and 2001 the islands
within the Fox River were acquired from six different owners. In 1981, 42 acres were acquired from the Keating
family.
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Kenyon Farm Forest Preserve
Kenyon Farm
Forest Preserve
contains rolling
wooded hillsides
and a 25-acre
pond ringed with
wetland vegetation.
An archeological
survey here
revealed that most
of the east side
of South Elgin,
including Kenyon
Farm Forest
Preserve, was a
Native American
settlement for
some 1,000 years.
The District
has partnered
in the past with
the Clinton
Elementary School
(to the west) for
environmental
education, and
with its’ close
proximity to South
Elgin High and
Middle Schools
(to the north) it
offers expanded
educational
opportunities. The land for this preserve was all purchased from the Kenyon Brothers in 1996. The future plans
for the preserve is continued prairie and wetland restoration, improved parking and trails.
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Lake Run Forest Preserve
The Lake Run is a man-made channel
created between 1911 and 1913, in
an effort to protect the Lake Run
Corridor. Drain tiles were installed in the
surrounding fields making previously wet
land tillable for crops.
In an effort to restore this important
ecological system, the District acquired
this portion of Lake Run and its
watershed, restoring a vital wetland
corridor connection to Blackberry Creek.
A multi-use trail system traverses the
preserve, planned as a portion of a regional
trail from Dick Young to Aurora West
forest preserves and the Virgil Gilman
bike trail. This was partially funded by a
bike trail grant also aiding in funding the
trailhead parking, and the interpretive and
wayfinding signage systems. Prairie habitat
restoration has been ongoing and further
habitat protection and enhancement has
been planned.
The preserve property was assembled from
seven previous owners. The following
acquisitions were made in 2003: 88 acres
from Alexander; 23 acres from Klammer;
73 acres from Konen/Sullivan; and 32
acres from Krage. In 2004: 12 acres were
added from Thill, Sweeney, Williams
LLC. In 2006: 25 acres were added from
Krage; and 54 acres from Packer Research
Corp., Inc. In 2007: 21 acres were added
from the Reckinger family; and in 2011,
19 additional acres were added by the
Reckinger family.
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LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
The land now known
as LeRoy Oakes Forest
Preserve was a mosaic
of woodland, creek, and
prairie in the early 19th
century. The first white
family to farm this land
was the Bryant Durant
family, who settled
here in the mid-1840s.
A succession of other
families farmed the land
until the District’s original
purchase of 128 acres in
1968 from the Sheldon
family. In 1977, 127 acres
were added from the
Chicago Northwestern
Transportation Co. Ten
acres were added in 1992
from the Bangs family.
In 2001, 26 acres were
added from a LaSalle
Bank Trust, 2 acres were
added in 2002 from Oak
Crest Properties, 1 acre
was added in 2003 from
O’Hara, and 5 acres in
2004 came from Wiseman
Hughes Enterprises.
In 2007 the District
acquired 82 acres from
the Felician Sisters of
the US and 1 acre from
Mr. Mendel, to the west of the original preserve. The estate home on the property was renovated and expanded
to become the Creek Bend Nature Center in 2012. The nature center features hands-on exhibits and displays,
nature programs for families and individuals of all ages. The additional land enabled the District to move its’
main entrance to the west and add additional parking.
The area south of Dean Street is gravelly and dry, and the slope and poor soils made it undesirable for crops. A
small section, called the Murray Prairie, remains in its virgin prairie state – an astonishing relic of the once vast
grasslands. The Murray Prairie is of such high quality that it is considered a benchmark by which other prairies
are measured and is protected as an Illinois State Nature Preserve.
East of the Murray Prairie is a recreated prairie with an outstanding diversity of grasses and forbs. The prairie
here is known as Horlock Hill Prairie, so named for the late Bob Horlock, an educator and naturalist in St.
Charles. Horlock spent 20 years with hundreds of his high school students planting and studying prairie plants
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in this old farm field. The result is a
beautiful prairie, with wildflowers
and grasses of every hue and texture.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve also
contains oak woodlands, floodplain
vegetation along Ferson Creek,
and wetland seeps. The diversity of
habitat attracts a variety of wildlife,
including smallmouth bass in
the creek, owls in the woods, and
amphibians in the wetlands.

LeRoy Oakes East Forest Preserve
Between 1991-2005 the District acquired 56 acres east of
Randall Road from a LaSalle Bank Trust, Kane County, Star
and Renken families, to create LeRoy Oakes East. A paved
regional trail and bridge across Ferson Creek provide an
important trail link here.

History and cultural interpretation is
provided by the Preservation Partners
of the Fox Valley at the DurantPeterson House and the Pioneer
Sholes School. The preserve is
home to one of the District’s youth,
tent-camping areas with a fire bowl
meeting area. A sanctioned cross
country route is used by local runners
and high schools for meets.
The Great Western Trail begins at
LeRoy Oakes on the south side of
Dean Street. This trail connects to
the regional trail that winds through
LeRoy Oakes before heading north
along Randall Road.
Within its’ long history, the preserve has hosted many visitors from the nearby Tri-Cities for picnics, reunions or
a day in the country. The preserve features two large shelters, three restrooms, numerous parking areas, and over
seven miles of trails. Future restoration of the natural habitats and areas for interpretation are planned.
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Les Arends Forest Preserve
This riverfront forest preserve skirts the
west bank of the Fox River in Batavia.
The preserve includes several small
islands of floodplain forest. Across the
river from the preserve are the Fox Valley
Park District’s natural area, Red Oak
Nature Center, and Glenwood Forest
Preserve. Together, these preserves create
a contiguous stretch of riparian habitat
for wildlife. The area is home to many
species of wildlife, and provides an
important stop-over for migrating birds.
The Fox River Trail runs through the
preserve. This shaded stretch of trail
is popular among bicyclists, runner,
birdwatchers, and anglers.
The preserve has been improved with 2
shelters, 2 restrooms, several parking lots
and an extensive collection of interpretive
signage. The future plans include
shoreline and erosion control; and a new
playground.
Les Arends forest preserve was acquired
in several parcels totaling 56 acres in
1972, with three small parcels added in
1993.
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Lone Grove Forest Preserve
Lone Grove has long been
a wooded island in a sea
of prairie. The 116 acres
were wholly purchased
from the Beck Family in
1966. Situated on the east
side of Big Rock Creek, the
woodland was often spared
the flames of the prairie fires
that moved westward with
the prevailing wind. Large,
thick-barked bur oaks and
other prairie edge sentinels
grow here, as well as a mix
of wildflowers and grasses.
Associated with the creek
is a wetland with an array
of plants and animals. One
meandering trail skirts the
perimeter of the preserve
and another path winds
through the woods. Future
improvements to the preserve are focused on wetland and woodland habitat enhancements.
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McLean Fen Forest Preserve
McLean Fen is a small but
important wetland where
hillside seeps and perched fen
plant communities persist in a
forgotten corner of farmland,
now visible from the Stearns
Road Bridge. Gentians,
goldenrods, and a host of other
prairie flowers add to the palette
of colors here in summer.
This 3-acre wetland was almost
completely lost in December
1988 when a freight train
derailed, dumping 24 carloads
of soybeans. When the rail cars
were dragged away from the
wreckage, they were put on the
fen, causing considerable damage to the fragile site. The wreckage was later removed and wetland mitigation
ensued. Although protected now, the fen is wholly dependent upon groundwater seepage and upwelling, and the
life source of this wetland is threatened by urban demands for more groundwater.
Currently, there is no public access to McLean Fen.
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Meissner Prairie-Corron Forest Preserve
The Meissner PrairieCorron Forest Preserve
is one of the most
botanically significant
sites in the District. The
site was recognized for
its outstanding wetland
qualities in the 1970s
Illinois Natural Areas
Inventory. More than 50
species of native plants
grow here.
The preserve contains
a wetland complex
comprising fen, wet prairie
and sedge meadow plant
communities. A diverse
complement of flora thrives
at this preserve. A host
of wildlife species live in
tandem with the plants in
these wetland communities.
Stony Creek passes
thru a wet area north of
McDonald Road.
Across Corron Road, Campton Township owns and manages the historic Corron Farm which has a large prairie
restoration area. Together, the forest preserve and farm create an almost 860-acre complex providing habitat for a
great diversity of plants and animals.
The previous farmstead site on Silver Glen Road has been chosen as the location for the new Natural Resources
Department Facility. Currently the preserve has a small gravel parking lot. Future enhancements include a trail
system with interpretive signage; and the extensive wetland and prairie efforts will continue. An area of fen and
wet prairie is slated for application for designation as an Illinois State Nature Preserve.
The preserve’s 620 acres were purchased in 3 phases. In 2002, the purchases were as follows: 113 acres from the
Corron Family, 103 acres from the Russell Family and 8 acres from the Devotional Associates. In 2007, 54 acres
were obtained and in 2011, an additional 342 acres all being obtained from the Residential Land Fund I, L.P.
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Mill Creek Forest Preserve
Mill Creek Forest Preserve is a collection of various
properties within the Mill Creek watershed. A purchase
of 68 acres was made from the Peck Family in 2001.
An additional 62 acres of stream/wetland were donated
in 1994 by Mill Creek Land Trusts. The Mill Creek
Subdivision SSA donated a further 71 acres of wetland
with established trails surrounding the development in
2007. In 2007, 205 acres were acquired from the Jungels
Family, (which provides a link to Dick Young Forest
Preserve to the southwest).
The Mill Creek Greenway was assembled with
acquisitions from H2 Development LLC - 73 acres
in 2008; Hamano Properties - 25 acres in 2012; and
Reliable Materials/Asphalt Corp. - 76 acres in 2012.
The creek meanders north of Fabyan Parkway. The
wetland adjoining Mill Creek is partly wooded, with
several gravel banks, rolling kames and moraines. The
wetland comprises sedge meadows and relic fens. Two
branches of the creek flow through the area south of
Fabyan, where a prairie habitat has been introduced.
The preserve has been improved with a parking lot;
mowed and multi-purpose trails, and bridge; and
interpretive signage. Further trail connections are planned
as well as enhancing prairie and wetland habitats.
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Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
This area of the county
has had a long and rich
agricultural history. In
addition to row crops,
farmers raised cattle and
other livestock. Dairy
farming was a booming
business in the late
1800s. A prominent
family in the agriculture
community was the
Muirhead family, who
farmed here from the
1860 to 2003. The
District purchased 559
acres from the Muirheads
in 2003 with the aid of
LWCF grant funding.
Subsequent parcels added
in 2004, (of 155 acres
from the Robert Thurow
Trust and 43 acres from
the Rousch Trust); and
in 2008, (40 acres from
the Suburban Bank and
Trust), have expanded
the preserve to 797 acres.
The District’s Dept. of
Natural Resources has
undertaken a large-scale
prairie management plan
for the preserve, with
remarkable results. They
have also partnered with
the County Dept. of
Environmental Resources
to undertake a large-scale
stormwater / wetland restoration. The landscape is once again blanketed in grasses and wildflowers. A multipurpose trail makes a loop around the preserve, immersing visitors in the vastness of the prairie ecosystem. An
OSLAD grant in 2008 allowed the District to add parking areas, (including those for horse trailers), a shelter,
restroom, kiosk and interpretive signage all located off of Barr Road.
The District’s North Operations Maintenance Facility is located in the preserve, south of Rohrsen Road. The
District has plans for future improvements in the southern half of the preserve including a trail link to Bowes
Creek Woods Forest Preserve.

88

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRIC T OF K ANE COUNT Y

New Haven Park
This neighborhood park lies in the
heart of Aurora’s west side residential
area. The land acquisition in 2008
was from the McNish Corp. (to the
east), and was a joint venture with the
Fox Valley Park District. The District
purchased 5 acres and the FVPD
purchased the remaining 13 acres. The
park has been improved with parking,
a shelter, a restroom, a playground,
sports fields, and a multi-purpose
trail encircling ponds planted with
naturalized plantings.
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Oakhurst Forest Preserve
Oakhurst Forest Preserve
is one of the District’s
premier examples
of environmental
restoration. Located in
east Aurora, the area was
once a silt-laden wetland
filled with invasive
plants. In the District
embarked on a project
to transform this choked
wetland into a functional,
high quality marsh. The
marsh was re-created
to receive storm water
run-off from Aurora’s
city streets and to cleanse
this water as it moves
through the wetland
system. The restoration
process has had positive
results, both for the city
and for wildlife that
thrive in the restored
wetland.
Lake Patterson, named
after retired Kane County Commissioner Donald Patterson, is a 55-acre man-made lake surrounded by marsh
vegetation and wetland wildlife. Two woodlands on the eastern portion of the preserve contain mature hardwood
trees and a full complement of spring and fall wildflowers.
The preserve offers wonderful hiking opportunities through the woodlands with 9 miles of trail, including
a multi-purpose trail skirting the lake and a 1-mile portion of a paved regional bike trail on the south edge.
Fishing is a popular activity in the lake throughout the summer months, and a sled hill is widely used in the
winter.
The preserve has been improved with 2 large picnic areas each with a large parking lot, shelter, restroom and
mowed picnic grounds. A boat launch provides access to the lake and a wayfinding system aids trail users. The
Fox Valley Park District sponsors a community garden off of Fifth Avenue. Trail and paving improvements are
planned for the future, as well as further habitat restoration.
The preserve is comprised of 390 acres from over 30 years of numerous land purchases. The largest acquisitions
were: 110 acres from Lara in 1969; 65 acres from Reichenbacher in 1973; 78 acres from Howaniec in 1977; 54
acres from the City of Aurora between 1989-1999.
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Otter Creek Forest Preserve
With its wet soils along Otter
Creek, this preserve features
tallgrass prairie and wetland
vegetation. Rattlesnake
master, compass plant, and
gray-headed coneflower are
just a few of the flowering
plants that make up the
prairie. Oak woodland grows
on the better-drained soils
to the west. The preserve is
transected by the Canadian
National Railroad. There are
two underpasses that allow
hikers to walk between the
two portions of the preserve.
There are walking trails
through the prairie, woodland and wetland on the south side of the tracks. The preserve has been improved with
a picnic area and paved parking lot off of Hopps Road. Ongoing wetland and prairie restoration will continue.
The initial land purchases from the Keller, Blume (74 acres purchased with OSLAD grant funding assistance),
Sherman, Collins and Swanson families (from 1995-2001) made up 141 acres of the core of the preserve
straddling the railroad tracks. 91 acres of drainageway along Otter Creek in the Reserve subdivision were added
in 2009 from the Pulte Home Corp.
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Philip B. Elfstrom Events Center
The Philip B. Elfstrom Events Center is named
after the former Forest Preserve District president
and person most responsible for bringing minor
league baseball to Kane County in 1991. The
Events Center complex, located along Kirk Road
in Geneva, includes the Fifth Third Bank Ballpark,
the Fox Valley Strikers Soccer Club facility, and the
Fox Valley Ice Arena, where Forest Preserve District
administrative headquarters is located.
The Fifth Third Bank Ballpark is home to the Kane
County Cougars, a Class A, minor league baseball
team. The stadium hosts over a half-million visitors
each year for the 70 Cougar home games, the IHSA
State AA baseball tournament finals, and other
college and high school baseball games. Three
decks and a tent area provide venues for corporate
picnics, family reunions, concerts, receptions and
other outdoor activities. Since 1998, this location
has been host to the Relay For Life of Kane County,
a fundraiser presented by the American Cancer
Society.
In 2009, the District and the Cougars undertook a
major ballpark renovation which updated existing
facilities, and added an upper deck for suites and
entertainment rooms. The renovation also added an
office complex for the team.
The Strikers facility, formerly used for tennis, was
acquired by the District in 1992.
In 2008, the District purchased the Fox Valley Ice
Arena and remodeled the third floor to house the
administrative offices, as well as provide space for
updated Public Safety department offices.
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Pingree Grove Forest Preserve
This preserve was
created in 2000,
with a single
purchase of 396
acres made from
the Lannert
Trust, with the
aid of OSLAD
grant funding.
In 2014, 42 acres
were added from
the Village of
Pingree Grove.
Pingree Grove
Forest Preserve
is part of a
large wetland
complex in the
northern tier of
Kane County.
This preserve
has magnificent
wetlands,
including
rich fens and
pockets of
sedge meadows.
Wetland plants such as marsh marigold and blue flag iris grow here. Sandhill Cranes, Green Herons and Yellowheaded Blackbirds are among the special birds sighted in the wetlands.
Pingree Gove’s woodland is dominated by stately bur and white oak trees. Grasses and wildflowers blanket the
understory of the woods. White-tailed deer, Red-tailed Hawks, and coyotes are just a few of the many wildlife
species living here.
With its multiple habitats, Pingree Grove Forest Preserve is an excellent spot for birdwatching, especially during
spring and fall migration. Interpretive signs along the trails inform visitors of the ecology and natural history of
the area. An RTP grant in 2006 provided partial funding for the shelter, 2 parking areas, boardwalk overlooks,
restroom and habitat improvements.
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Poplar Creek Forest Preserve
Poplar Creek Forest
Preserve is a future,
important greenway link
between the Fox River
Trail and Bluff City
Fen (an Illinois State
Nature Preserve) in
Elgin. Multiple agencies
were involved in creating
this wildlife corridor
(between 2001 and
2004). Although only 35
acres in size, the preserve
contains significant species
of savanna and prairie
plants. The creek itself
supports wildlife from
small invertebrates to large
animals like Great Blue
Herons. A large part of the
proposed work for this site
will be clean-up, habitat
restoration, and stream
remeandering and erosion
control.
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Prairie Green
This 40-acre parcel of land, purchased in 2002 from the Lindquist Atherton Family, adjoins both St. Charles
Park District and City of Geneva property along Peck Road. It is part of the larger Prairie Green initiative to
restore native prairie, enhance surface water quality and provide stormwater management in the Mill Creek
watershed. The District has partnered with the City of Geneva and has added parking,a trail head, community
gardens and a well.
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Raceway Woods Forest Preserve
Raceway Woods is a unique preserve
that blends cultural history with
habitat restoration and ecology.
The site of the former Meadowdale
International Raceway, this preserve
has attracted the attention of car
enthusiasts, history buffs, bird lovers
and botanists.
The central core of the property has
a fine savanna and mesic woodland
with steep banks where pocket seeps
trickle down into a clear rippling
brook. Meadowdale Raceway was
known far and wide during its heyday
in the 1960s. The raceway had 3.27
mile long track with a 4,000 foot
straightaway. Meadowdale was
closed in the summer of 1968.
Twenty six years later (in 1994), the
Forest Preserve District, Dundee
Township, and the Dundee Township
Park District formed a partnership
to purchase sections of the raceway.
The District purchased the first 40
acres from the Bessinger Family Trust
with the help of grant funds. Later in
2003, the final 64 acres was purchased
from the same family. The agencies
have worked together to restore both
natural and cultural features of the
site, and to enhance recreational
opportunities there.
Extensive improvements have been
made to the preserve, including
resurfacing the old race track
alignment with an asphalt trail, and
relocating a bridge from the Stearns
Road Corridor to space the ravine.
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Raymond Street Forest Preserve
The ecological features of this preserve
include pockets of floodplain forest
along Poplar Creek, including large
cottonwood, ash, and silver maple
trees. East of Raymond Street there is
a cattail marsh that provides habitat
for wetland wildlife.
There is a parking lot at the trail head
of the intersection of the Fox River
Regional Bike Trail with the Elgin
Branch of the Illinois Prairie Path.
Future improvements include repairs
to the bike bridge under the railroad
bridge; upgraded parking; trail and
interpretive signage; and wetland and
woodland habitat restoration.
The original property was obtained
from the Dept. of Conservation of the
State of Illinois in 1987. The 13 acre
parcel on the east side of the street was
acquired from Bluff City Materials,
Inc. in 2003. In 2013, three acres
were added from the Fox River Water
Reclamation District.
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Regole Forest Preserve
This 20 acre preserve is a cooperative
effort with the St. Charles Park
District, and makes up part of the
Eastside Sports Complex. This
property was purchased in 2002 from
Dalton Raymond. The District owned
portion contains an off leash dog
park, a pond with accessible fishing
pier rimmed with wetland and prairie
plants, paved walking trails, a shelter,
parking and a playground.

98

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRIC T OF K ANE COUNT Y

Rutland Forest Preserve
The focus of Rutland Forest Preserve is a
wooded hill and small wetland north of Big
Timber Road. South of the road is still in
agricultural production. The original purchase
made in 1964 was 57 acres from the Allanson,
Richey and Vecchio Families. The 237 acres
south of the road was added in 2001 from the
Ward Clark Family.
A study of the site conducted in 1989 revealed
that the northern part of the preserve had been
a 5-acre, 15-foot deep peat bog. This bog was
drained and dug out almost completely by
hand, without the use of modern machinery.
The peat was high quality, and at one time it
was in demand by wholesale, cut-flower growers
throughout the Chicago area.
Two shelters, two restrooms, drinking fountains
and numerous parking lots make the site
accessible for picnickers and nature lovers.
Future development includes converting the
remaining farm land into prairie, restoring
wetlands, enhancing the existing woodlands
and constructing further trails and interpretive
signage.
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Sauer Family – Prairie Kame Forest Preserve
Sauer Family-Prairie
Kame Forest Preserve, 159
acre preserve, is named
after the Sauer Family,
longtime residents of
Sugar Grove. The first 74
acres of the preserve was
purchased by the District
in 1994 from the Hulls
estate, and later expanded
in 2004 by acquiring 85
acres from the Cutsinger
family.
The notable feature of this
preserve is the kame, a
hill made of mixed gravel
deposited by the last
glaciers some 12,000 years
ago; it is a salient feature
of the extensive glacial
outwash plains in this
part of the county. The preserve is in a botanically rich area. The rocky kame is well-drained, and the plants that
grow there are tolerant of drier conditions. The expanse of prairie that slopes away from the kame retains more
moisture and supports a different assemblage of prairie plants. These prairie plant communities are called dry
prairie and mesic prairie, respectively.
The renowned ecologist H.C. Cowles botanized this area in 1905 and noted its significance. Today, management
plans are based on the goal of preserving the diverse flora and fauna that Cowles saw over and hundred years ago.
The preserve is currently improved with a small looped drive, parking lot and a water hydrant. In the future, the
District is planning on continuing its prairie restoration, with the addition of some interpretive areas and mown
trails that will allow the residents to discover the magic of the kame and dry prairie.
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Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve
This beautiful preserve
is a gift from the late
Emily Schweitzer, who
bequeathed the land
to the District in 1990
with the stipulation
that the property be
managed for passive
open space.
The ecological features
of the preserve are
striking. The hills that
rise and fall gently
on wooded slopes are
remnants of the last
glaciations, more than
10,000 years ago. Wet
pockets in the lowlying areas support
wetland communities of
plants and animals. The
higher, better-drained
land is better suited for
oak-hickory woodlands.
The District’s natural
areas restoration
work has included
removal of invasive
shrubs and trees, and
planting native species
and restoring prairie
areas with the help of
volunteers.
Friends of the Fox River, a volunteer group dedicated to improving the health of the Fox River Watershed, has
its headquarters in the Schweitzer house. Dundee Township Park District uses the barn for its’ maintenance
operations.
In 2011, the District made the following improvements, a new access drive, parking, picnic shelter, restroom,
kiosk and a large mowed trail loop. The off-leash dog area was also upgraded with turf replacement, a water
pump and a new entrance gate.
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Settler’s Hill Golf Course
Built on the site of a former landfill,
Settler’s Hill may be the ultimate recycling
success story. In fact, the course's distinctive
elevation changes and rolling hills are the
happy result of this legacy. However, the
property's documented past traces back even
further. Today's clubhouse, overlooking the
practice green, is a renovated dairy barn
dating to the turn-of-the-century when
Kane County's "poor farm" was operating
here. Several structures near the clubhouse,
the old meat house, power house and corn
crib, are also relics of the County Farm
and Home. The present-day maintenance
building was the farm's maintenance facility.
Settler’s Hill is on the site of the previous
county landfill, now closed, where the clay
soils and restricted hydrology were deemed
suitable for the containment of leachate
and protection of the surrounding aquifers.
Construction of the first nine holes was
completed for play in 1988 and the second
nine holes were completed in July of 1991.
The 18-hole course is 6,449 yards with a
par 72. The course has a modern, recently
installed irrigation system. The parking
lot was expanded in 2011, when the main
entrance was relocated to the stoplight
at the old landfill drive entrance. Studies
have been made to add a driving range to
the course in the future. The golf course is
operated by GolfVisions, a private golf management company.
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Sleepy Hollow Ravine
This small but significant property was perhaps best described by the late botanist Dick Young when he wrote,
“Few woodlands reflect the primitive order found in this ravine. The north face of the ravine slope epitomizes
fine, mesic forest grading into a rich creek bottom which originates from a peaty, wooded seep.” The area is a
refuge for several rare species of plants.
The two separated parcels are connected by a privately owned landholding that is designated as an Illinois State
Nature Preserve.
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Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve
This 110-acre site at
the big bend of the Fox
River is rich in natural
and cultural history. An
oak tree at Tekakwitha
dates to 1864 and links
us to its ancestors’ past
on the edge of the
prairie. On the lee
side of the Fox River,
the area now known as
Tekakwitha Woods was
protected from the heat
of the prairie fires, and
it was likely forested
for thousands of years.
Today, the natural
features of the preserve
include an oak-maple
forest on the uplands,
floodplain forest along
the river, and a small
restored prairie in
former farm fields.
The District purchased
the original property in
1990 from the Sisters
of Mercy who owned a
retreat house there. The
sisters requested that
the site be named in
honor of 17th century Mohawk Indian Kateri Tekakwitha. Tekakwitha Woods Nature Center opened in 1994 in
the former dance pavilion on the property, which launched the District’s environmental education program. The
education staff used the old McGuire House on site for offices and classrooms. The District relocated the nature
center and staff offices to LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve in 2012.
Tekakwitha Woods joins the Jon Duerr Forest Preserve via the Fox River North Bike Trail. The trail is built on
the former Aurora-Elgin trolley line and includes bridge across the river. The future plans for the original portion
of the property include an improved restroom facility and a new picnic shelter.
In 2007, the District purchased 42 acres from the former Illinois State Youth Center property across Illinois
Street. In a cooperative program with the District, the St. Charles Park District turned the former detention
facility into Riverbend Community Park. It features sports fields/courts, an off-leash dog park, a pond and
fishing pier, playground, shelter, restroom, three parking lots and walking trails.
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Tyler Creek Forest Preserve
Tyler Creek is one of the
oldest forest preserves in
Kane County. 48 acres were
acquired in 1928 from the
Lawrence Farm, long before
the pressure of urban sprawl.
Today, within the rapidly
expanding population of
Elgin, Tyler Creek is a haven
for wildlife and plants. It has
been known and loved by
many generations of Kane
County residents.
Tyler Creek Forest Preserve
features oak-hickory
woodlands, steep ravines,
and bottomland floodplain
forest. The gravel-bottomed
creek is the centerpiece of the
preserve. The wooded slopes
are carpeted with wildflowers
in spring, and migrating birds fill the canopy of the trees.
There is also a link to the Fox River Trail via the Elgin Twp. Trail (installed in 1991) from Tyler Creek. Existing
improvements include 2 shelters, 4 picnic areas, 3 restrooms, information kiosk, multiple trails and parking areas;
and proposed plans include parking and driveway paving improvements.
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Underwood Prairie Forest Preserve
Underwood Prairie is a
remnant of the heavily
mined Kaneville Esker.
The esker was created by
the receding glaciers more
than 10,000 years ago. It
is a long, winding ridge
made of rocks, gravel and
sand. These materials have
been in great demand for
construction, and little
of the Kaneville Esker
remains. The Underwood
remnant is an important
link to our geologic past.
Underwood Prairie is an
Illinois Nature Preserve,
so named for its high
quality, dry hill prairie.
There are more than 50
species of prairie wildflowers and native shrubs creating an exquisite display of color throughout the blooming
season. A foot trail runs north and south, following the esker’s ridge.
The row cropped fields surrounding these knolls are being restored with native seed, and the degraded wetlands
are also on their way to recovery. The Lakin Family sold the property to the District in 1994.
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Virgil Forest Preserve
This expansive preserve of
1124 acres was created in
2006 by eight different land
acquisitions surrounding the
village of Virgil. Following
is a list of the purchases:
Schelkopf 422 acres; Biddle
215 acres; Sauber Trust 195
acres; CSO Corp. Prop. 124
acres; Lees Road Farm LLC
62 acres; Sauber 42 acres;
Steinhouse 42 acres; Metoyer
22 acres. The Great Western
Trail crosses the southern tip
of the preserve.
Although the fields are
in cultivation at present,
management plans for the
area include large-scale
restoration of woodlands and
prairies. Using maps from
the 1830s, the District plans
to recreate the meandering
streams that were channelized during the height of agricultural development. The preserve will also contain
restrooms, shelters and picnic areas; parking, trail head signage, and multi-purpose and equestrian trails.
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Voyageur’s Landing Forest Preserve
Once a private fishing camp, this shoreline preserve is a prime
spot for anglers. The two boat launches are widely used in the
summer for boaters accessing the Fox River. The Elgin Township
Trail connects this preserve to Tyler Creek forest preserve and
to the Fox River Trail here, running under the I-90 bridge. The
land was purchased from the Bruneman Family in 1973. Recently
the District added a vault toilet here and plans to improve the
river access and make shoreline stabilizations, and consolidate the
parking areas.
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Westlake Property
This 63-acre property was purchased
from the Westlake family in 2014. An
intergovernmental agreement was entered
into during that same year for Blackberry
Township to use and maintain the property for
various field sports, as a continuation of their
baseball fields to the north.
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Willoughby Farms Forest Preserve
Formerly known as the
Randall Road Marsh, this
28-acre preserve features
wetlands and prairie
adjacent to open space
owned and managed by
the Dundee Township
Park District. Native plants
have been re-introduced to
the area since its purchase
in 2007 from the developer
Kimball Hill. The summer
prairie boasts wildflowers
such as gray-headed
coneflower, cup plant, and
wild bergamot. In the
wetland, unique birds such
as pied-billed grebes and yellow-headed blackbirds have been seen. Enhancements to the wetland habitat are
planned by the District.
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CHAPTER 4 — MAINTAINING THE SYSTEM
Predicting Needs and Planning for Growth
Managing a high-performing, efficient forest preserve system is more than just action plans and capital projects.
Continual land acquisition and capital improvement projects need to be met with the necessary resources to
manage and maintain the new infrastructure, lands and programs.
The Growth Chart below compares the increase in acreage and open preserves to the number of full-time as
well as part-time staff since 1999, the year of our first land acquisition and capital improvement referendum. It’s
evident that the District experienced rapid growth between 2004 and 2006, with a 50 percent increase in land
holdings (3,901 acres) and a 14 percent increase in open preserves (5 new preserves). From 2006 through 2014,
the District acquired just as much land (3,947 acres) but at a slower, steadier pace. At the same time, the desire
to open recently acquired properties to the public moved to the forefront, and a 47 percent spike in preserve
openings (17 new preserves) occurred between 2007 and 2012. Throughout these periods of growth, the District
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added minimal staff, however, we’ve successfully maintained the system (infrastructure and services) at a high
level. It is necessary to analyze each department to determine the current service level being provided and the
needed resources to continue operations at that current service level, and what resources would be needed to
manage additional lands, amenities, programs and /or services, if expansion is planned.

Determining Appropriate Levels of Service
Each department has a level of service that they support, and understand the resources needed to maintain that
level. However, recent growth has caused some departments to reevaluate the level of service. For years, staff has
been changing and modifying work programs to meet the demands of tripling preserve acreage without similarly
increasing resources. The expansion of District lands and amenities ultimately affects every department within
the organization. First impacted are the staff charged with maintaining, preserving and protecting the forest
preserves on a daily basis — Operations & Maintenance, Natural Resources, and the Public Safety. Secondarily,
the remaining departments — Administration, Community Affairs & Environmental Education, Finance,
Human Resources and Planning & Development are impacted. The District must have a plan in place, so that
as workloads increase, deparments can meet the additional demands placed upon them.
To do this, a current level-of-service standard must first be identified. Determining a current level-of-service
standard is difficult because there are innate problems in devising a system comprehensive enough to apply to all
situations in every preserve or administrative function.
Let’s begin with Operations & Maintenance and Natural Resources. The District has a variety of preserve types
and amenities. Some preserves are more actively used. The improvements within each preserve reflect the type
of use it receives. The kind of amenities and activity at each preserve should determine how labor-intensive the
preserve staffing must be. Because amenities between preserves differ, the amount of work required to maintain
service at each preserve varies. This variable is what the District needs to fine-tune, to provide reliable
information to determine operational costs.
Tracking the type of work and the number of hours spent in each preserve will take time and patience because of
the unique settings within each preserve. Some preserves have improvements that may require daily attention or
seasonal attention. Other preserves might have improvements that only require annual inspection or attention.
Until staff has tracked this data adequately to determine actual costs, analyzing a “typical” preserve will help
determine the staff hours required to maintain all of our preserves. The system is intended to determine the
average amount of work hours that go into the maintenance of each preserve.
The improvements in a preserve require effort to preserve and maintain their usability. Several variables go
into determining the level of maintenance required for each amenity within a preserve. As an example, we will
create a typical forest preserve and include the typical maintenance activities associated with the designated
improvements. This will be used as an example to determine resource needs. The tasks may not reflect all possible
functions, but will be relative and used to determine the average work load for a typical forest preserve. This will
not be the final determining document on costs to maintain the preserve system. Staff will continually track
and review costs to better-forecast budget requirements. Evaluating service levels and determining resource
needs is a key objective of this Comprehensive Master Plan.

Typical Forest Preserve Example
Our “typical” forest preserve is a 300-acre preserve with a combination of both natural and public-use areas.
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For this exercise, we will follow a goal of 90/10, that is, 90 percent preserved land with minimal or passive
recreational use (primarily managed by the Natural Resources deparment) and 10 percent developed or improved
areas for active recreational use (primarily managed by the Operations & Maintenance department). With
the active portion of the goal being 10 percent, then for a 300-acre preserve, we should account for 30 acres of
developed/public-use areas, and 270 acres of natural, passive-use areas.
Operations & Maintenance Department Workload
Our typical forest preserve contains the following amenities within the 30 acres of developed/active-use areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 Picnic shelters
2 Restrooms
Parking and associated driveways
Entrance gates
Benches
Picnic tables
Signage
Trails (1 mile per 100 acres): asphalt trail, limestone screening trail, and mowed foot trail

The daily workload for the Operations & Maintenance department would typically include:
•

Open and close preserve (includes travel time and vehicle)
Time required: ½ hour per day or 182 hours per year

•

Clean 2 restrooms
Time required: 1 hour per day or 365 hours per year

•

Empty 6 garbage cans
Time required: ½ hour per day or 182 hours per year

•

Clean 30 acres of litter
Time required: 1 hour per day or 365 hours per year

•

Clean picnic areas including shelter and picnic tables
Time required: 1 hour per day or 365 hours per year

•

Permit group check-in
Time required: 1/2 hour per day or 182 hours per year

•

Maintain 1 vehicle, including pre-start inspection, fueling and shutdown inspection/cleaning
Time required: 1/4 hours per day or 91 hours per year

•

Clean and groom trails
Time required: 2 hours per week or 104 hours per year

•

Grill cleaning and inspection
Time required: 1/2 hour per week or 26 hours per year

•

Turf mowing (10 acres)
Time required: 10 hours per week or 240 hours per year
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•

Sign inspection and repair
Time required: 1/2 hour per week or 26 hours per year

•

Carpentry repair work (buildings/structures)
Time required: 1 hour per week or 52 hours per year

•

Inspect grounds and structures for safety and repair
Time required: 1 hour per week or 52 hours per year

•

Maintain/repair mowing equipment
Time required: 1 1/2 hours per week or 36 hours per year

•

Conduct monthly safety inspection and repair
Time required: 1 hour per month or 12 hours per year

•

Make preserve repairs
Time required: 3 hours per month or 36 hours per year

•

Maintain roadways
Time required: 2 hours per month or 24 hours per year

•

Maintain/repair 2 tractors
Time required: 1 1/4 hours per month or 30 hours per year

•

Maintain two medium-duty trucks
Time required: 1 hour per month or 12 hours per year

•

Conduct prescribed burns of 200 acres of prairie
Time required: 80 hours every three years or 27 hours annually

•

Conduct prescribed burns of 70 acres of woodland
Time required: 80 hours every three years or 27 hours annually

•

Remove invasive species
Time required: 7 hours annually

•

Winter maintenance/snow removal (10 events)
Time required: 20 hours annually

Total hours required to maintain 30 acres of improved area in a 300 acre preserve: 2,463 hours
Taking the total number of staff hours that it takes to manage our typical preserve’s active areas — 2,463 hours
— and dividing it by the number of acres managed in that preserve — 30 — equals the number of Operations’
staff hours per acre, per year. (2,463 divided by 30 = 82.1) Therefore, for our typical preserve, the Operations staff
spends approximately 82 hours per acre, per year, to maintain an area that is active/improved. Note: This exercise
does not take into account unpredictable seasonal work, such as storm damage or damage to amenities by users
or graffiti. This can account for another significant portion of staff time.
Total staff hours for 30 acres of improved preserve = 82 staff hours/acre/year
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Managing Growth is a key principle of this Comprehensive Master Plan. One of our main objectives is to
evaluate service levels and determine resource needs to develop a plan for expansion or modified service
levels.
Natural Resources Department Workload
Using the same basic principles of a typical preserve and the standard that 90 percent of the land will be
preserved for the restoration of plant and wildlife habitat, the Natural Resources department would typically be
responsible for management and maintenance of these areas.
Our typical 300-acre preserve example contains 270 acres that are preserved for the restoration of plant and
wildlife habitat. The layout for this model preserve will be 70 acres of woodland and 200 acres of wetland or
prairie. Note: It is important to understand that it takes more than five years to convert an area previously used
for agriculture, back to something resembling a natural plant community. This process will take considerably
longer if historic wetlands were drained or if woodlands were removed. With that understanding, the following
is a base list of duties, and the time it takes to convert natural areas back to pre-settlement conditions.
Natural areas here would be preserved and managed to enhance local and regional biodiversity. Old field areas
and row-crop fields would be converted to more natural conditions, such as 70 acres of woods and 200 acres of
prairie. Figures provided here are based on completed and ongoing department projects.
Assumptions made with a 70-acre woodland:
•
It is a typical oak-hickory complex degraded by heavy honeysuckle and buckthorn growth
•
Operations staff provides support for land-management efforts, for example, 50 percent of the prescribed
burn crew
•
Tree thinning occurs in three phases with one phase each year
•
All brush removed in one phase
•
All seed needed was purchased, not hand-harvested
Assumptions made with 200-acre prairie planting:
•
Area has just been taken out of row-crop production
•
Site has flat to gently rolling topography
•
All work to be completed by Natural Resources staff
•
Necessary seed is a combination of machine-harvested and local hand-harvested
•
Field contains typical rich weed seed bank
•
Operations department staff provides support for land-management efforts, for example, 50 percent of
the prescribed burn crew
The Natural Resources workload is not calculated daily for this exercise, as land-management tasks are more
seasonal in nature as well as weather-dependent. The workload for the Natural Resources department would
typically include:
•

Conduct annual brush control by machine and chainsaw for woodland
Time required: 40 hours per year

•

Conduct follow-up stump resprout treatments
Time required: 25 hours per year
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•

Conduct prescribed burn of woodland
Time required: 80 hours per year

•

Cut fire breaks at 2 hours per mile
Time required: 6 hours per year

•

Re-seeding
Time required: 64 hours per year

•

Weed control/mowing of 100 acres
Time required: 100 hours per year

•

Bird monitoring
Time required: 40 hours per year

•

Conduct prescribed burn of prairie
Time required: 80 hours per year

•

Monitor spring flora in woodland
Time required: 6 hours per year

•

Monitoring vegetation in prairie
Time required: 24 hours per year

•

Weed control herbicide
Time required: 20 hours per year

•

Maintain 1 vehicle, including pre-start inspection, fueling and shutdown inspection/cleaning
Time required: 1/4 hours per day or 91 hours per year

Total hours to manage 270 acres in a natural area/preservation plan = 485 staff hours per year
When one divides those 485 hours by the 270 acres in our typical preserve example, we find the Natural
Resources department spends 1.8 staff hours per acre for basic land management. Total staff hours per acre = 1.8
Managing Growth is a key principle of this Comprehensive Master Plan. One of our main objectives is to
evaluate service levels and determine resource needs to develop a plan for expansion or modified service
levels.
Public Safety Department Workload
The safety of our preserves is of utmost importance. The level of service projected by the Public Safety department
is instrumental in adequately protecting the District’s preserves. The first concern for a property, after we acquire
it, is its safety. Whether or not it is open to the public, our Public Safety department is responsible for monitoring
each preserve. Our current ratio provides one officer for every 39 open preserves, per shift. The District currently
has 78 open preserves. Using that formula, the District staffs two officers per shift. In an eight-hour shift, this
would allow an officer to drive to and monitor preserves for 12.3 minutes each. As we acquire more land, make
improvements and open new preserves, the basic calculation remains the same. The above is a service-level goal of
the department but varies based on crime patterns, calls for service and administrative details.
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Remaining Departments’ Workload
Growth not only affects the Operations & Maintenance, Natural Resources and Public Safety departments, but
also affects the administrative departments that provide support for these departments, including Administration
(overall oversight of the District), Community Affairs & Environmental Education (marketing all District
amenities, grand openings and special events, providing nature programs across the County), Human Resources
(hiring staff for all departments, safety training and volunteer resources), Finance (overall fiscal management,
payroll and bid letting) and Planning & Development (creating trail connections, adding preserve amenities, and
making the preserves accessible for all). Regardless of the function — all department workloads are impacted by
a District that’s tripled in size. Each of these departments will continue to work at current staffing levels and
seek ways to increase efficiencies where possible. Again, each department may need to determine an appropriate
level of service, to ensure needs are being met.
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CHAPTER 5 — MANAGING GROWTH
This chapter examines how the District operates. We’ll evaluate each department and the daily processes they
complete to accomplish required, minimum, basic tasks. The chapter also discusses the process for determining a
recommended level of service provided by each department.
The day-to-day operation of the District is the responsibility of the administrative staff, under the direction and
supervision of the executive director. The executive director is responsible for the implementation of District
policy and overall management, as well as the Forest Preserve Commission. Under the direction of the executive
director are the following departments:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Affairs & Environmental Education
Finance
Human Resources
Natural Resources
Operations & Maintenance
Planning & Development
Public Safety

Community Affairs & Environmental Education Department
The Community Affairs & Environmental Education department provides educational outreach, nature
programming, special events and public information regarding the mission and activities of the Forest Preserve
District. The department is made up of two areas. The Community Affairs side includes all public relations,
marketing, community events, grand openings, as well as management of the District’s rental facilities — the
Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster Creek and Creek Bend Nature Center. The Environmental Education
side of the department operates Creek Bend Nature Center and provides nature programming at the Nature
Center, in the forest preserves, and elsewhere throughout the County via educational outreach. The goal of the
Community Affairs & Environmental Education department is to communicate with the residents of Kane
County, through various media, all that the District has to offer.

Mission Statement
The overall mission of the Community Affairs department is to build broad community support through
education, information and promotion. The mission of the Environmental Education division is to foster an
understanding of ecological concepts and natural systems; to promote recognition of how each of us interrelates
with those systems; and to develop an awareness of our personal responsibility to respect and care for the earth.
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Overall Goals and Objectives
Public Relations & Marketing
•
The department responds to public inquires and requests for information and assistance via e-mail,
phone and in person.
•
Community Affairs also promotes the District through a variety of vehicles, including The TreeLine
quarterly newsletter, available both online and in print via subscription; press releases; brochures; flyers
and other District communication vehicles.
•
Key projects planned for the coming year include a progress report on the most-recent land acquisition
and preserve improvement referendum; increased content for our social media channels including
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+ and You Tube; heavy promotion of our rental facilities and
District campgrounds; this Comprehensive Master Plan; and an overhaul of the District’s Web site. We
will continue our efforts to use sustainable, green printing methods wherever possible.
Grand Openings & Events
•
The District hosts a number of major events each year, including special nature programs, volunteer
events, grand openings and other celebrations.
•
2015 events included: our kickoff of spring, Maple Sugaring Days in March; the annual Earth Day
Tree Planting in April; the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life of Kane County, held at Fifth
Third Bank Ballpark in June; a Centennial Celebration of the Fabyan Windmill in July, a grand opening
celebration entitled “Picnic at the Preserve” at Brunner Family Forest Preserve in August; the annual
National Public Lands Day event in September; and our popular fall nature festival, Harvest of the
Acorn Moon, in October.
•
In addition to these regular events, our department handles promotion of all of the District’s nature
programs and other activities.
Rental Facilities
•
The District offers two unique rental facilities for special events: the Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster
Creek Forest Preserve and Creek Bend Nature Center within LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve. The
Barbara Belding Lodge and rental side of Creek Bend Nature Center are used for weddings, showers,
parties, and other events. Our regular goal is to increase rental revenues at each facility each year, thereby
generating additional non-tax revenue.
Environmental Education
•
Our goal is always to strive for excellence in the District’s nature programming by creating cutting-edge
programming that is built on best practices in environmental education, creativity and innovation
•
This year, we are working on a new program for youth groups called “Bunk with the Bison,” designed to
generate revenue and increase awareness about Creek Bend Nature Center.
•
Our school outreach program aims to reach all public school districts in Kane County, as well as private
schools.
•
We will continue to partner with local park districts to offer Learn from the Experts programs and to
attract more residents to environmental education via our Kane County Certified Naturalist program.
Each year, we offer more than 200 nature programs throughout Kane County.

Personnel
1 – Director of Community Affairs & Environmental Education — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Community Affairs Specialist — Administrative Headquarters
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1 – Nature Programs Manager — Creek Bend Nature Center
2 – Naturalists — Creek Bend Nature Center
1 – Assistant Naturalist — Creek Bend Nature Center
1 – Part-Time Assistant Naturalist — Creek Bend Nature Center
4 – Part-Time Facility Assistants — Administrative Headquarters, Barbara Belding Lodge, and/or Creek Bend
Nature Center
1 – Community Affairs Summer Intern — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Environmental Education Summer Intern — Creek Bend Nature Center
1 – Environmental Education Summer Seasonal — Creek Bend Nature Center

Facilities
Headquarters
Community Affairs uses three office areas and shared meeting room/work space at administrative headquarters.
Creek Bend Nature Center
All full- and part-time naturalists have office space on the upper level of Creek Bend Nature Center, as well as
shared meeting room/work space. The summer intern and summer seasonal share an office space on the upper
level. There is also an office on the upper level for the director of community affairs. The main level of Creek
Bend includes museum space for our exhibits, as well as rooms used for programming. These spaces are also
rented out for private events.
Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster Creek
The Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster Creek Forest Preserve is available for private events such as weddings,
receptions, birthday gatherings and other celebrations. The facility includes two adjoining meeting rooms and
a catering kitchen on the main level, with two additional meeting rooms on the lower level. The facility can
accommodate groups of up to 125 people.

Level of Service Snapshot
With the addition of a community affairs specialist and reclassifying the community affairs assistant position as
a part-time facilities assistant position, the staff level for the Community Affairs & Environmental Education
department is adequate.

Finance Department
Mission Statement
The Finance department provides accurate, economical and efficient financial payment, collection, accounting,
investment, procurement and reporting services on the transactions of the District in compliance with relevant
statutes, professional standards, and District policy, as determined by the Forest Preserve Commission, for the
benefit of the taxpayers and the District as a whole.

Overall Goals and Objectives
•

Provide the president and Commission with financial information on a timely and meaningful basis.
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•

Maintain the financial systems and records of the District, consistent with the highest professional
standards, in accordance with legal requirements and generally accepted governmental accounting
principles and District policies.

•

Develop and maintain effective and efficient financial planning and reporting systems, in order to
support the operating departments in achieving their goals.

•

Provide financial projections and coordinate, prepare and review the District’s Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report, Annual Budget, Capital Improvement Program, and various other financial reports.

•

Administer the investment portfolio of the District in a manner consistent with prudent financial
practices, and maintain a high level of safety through ongoing review.

•

Direct and coordinate the procurement of equipment, supplies and services at the lowest possible cost,
commensurate with quality needs.

•

Issue payments to employees and vendors, for goods and services delivered, in a timely and accurate
manner.

•

Efficiently provide the citizenry and tax-paying public with high-quality products and services within a
healthy work environment, encouraging cooperation, honesty, integrity and respect.

•

Provide training/educational opportunities to the Finance department staff.

•

Received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting (CAFR) from the
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for the past three years.

Personnel
1 – Director of Finance — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Accounting Manager — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Accounting Clerk II/Payroll Coordinator — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Accounting Clerk I/Accounts Payable Specialist — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Buyer — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Administrative Secretary — Administrative Headquarters
All financial-related disciplines are performed within the department, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounting
Payroll
Accounts Payable
Accounts Receivable
Investment
Budgeting
Procurement
Shelter/Special Event Reservations
Auditing

The accounting clerk II/payroll coordinator and the accounting clerk I/accounts payable specialist staff report
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directly to the accounting manager. The buyer, administrative secretary/receptionist and accounting manager
report directly to the director of finance.

Facilities
Each staff member has his/her own office except for the administrative secretary/receptionist, who has a desk
at the front entrance to the offices to greet visitors and answer the District’s main phone line. Currently, the
District utilizes New World Systems for its financial software and continues to improve services provided by
implementing additional functionality contained within the software system. Examples of this include softwareintegrated purchase orders and project accounting tracking.

Level of Service Snapshot
Due to improved efficiencies from internal controls and financial software, existing staffing levels within the
Finance department should be adequate to handle the needs of the District for the foreseeable future. Storage
space for document retention may become an issue, but the ability to retain documents electronically may ease
this.
The Finance department has consistently provided timely, accurate financial information to the Commission and
the public. Each member of the department will continue to strive to assist the user departments in achieving
their goals and provide information to the public to ensure their trust is maintained.

Human Resources Department
Mission Statement
The mission of the Human Resources department is to support the goals and challenges of the Forest Preserve
District of Kane County by providing services which promote a work environment that is characterized by fair
treatment of staff, open communication, personal accountability, trust and mutual respect, and seek and provide
solutions to workplace issues that support and optimize the operating principles of the organization.

Overall Goals and Objectives
Compensation and Benefits Administration
•
Support the District’s compensation philosophy by ensuring a competitive mixture of salary, benefits and
paid time off.
•
Review, update and maintain the District’s compensation program.
•
Administer the benefits program (medical, dental, vision, life, deferred compensation, Illinois Municipal
Retirement Fund, tuition reimbursement and supplemental insurance).
Employee Development and Training
•
Provide development and training programs that will enhance employees’ work performance; provide
opportunities for advancement and leadership skills; meet state, federal and local employment law and
OSHA/ADA requirements; and maintain employees’ job requirements.
•
Develop and implement a comprehensive management/supervisory training program.
•
Continue to improve District-wide human resources training.
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Employee Relations and Assistance
•
Develop, recommend and update personnel policies and procedures; interpret and provide support to
employees regarding personnel policies and procedures.
•
Provide support and guidance to employees regarding workplace concerns.
•
Encourage use of Employee Assistance Program and professional coaching when outside the scope or
expertise of the Human Resources department.
•
Coordinate annual Employee Recognition events and provide support for other employee activities
throughout the year.
•
Provide timely information regarding human resources, safety and wellness issues through regular
meetings and electronic communication.
•
Foster a positive culture that encourages active employee involvement that will help lead to increased
employee morale and job satisfaction, higher productivity and mutual respect.
Job Evaluation, Descriptions and Classification
•
Develop, review and update job descriptions.
•
Conduct job analysis and evaluations as needed.
•
Conduct an in-depth salary survey to ensure the District’s wages remain competitive.
Performance Management
•
Coordinate and facilitate the annual and introductory performance evaluation program.
•
Work with supervisors to improve the knowledge, skills and abilities of their employees.
•
Encourage goal setting and achievement.
•
Improve organizational performance via improving the performance of individual contributors.
Recruitment and Retention
•
Provide recruitment resources and assistance for departments to ensure vacancies are filled with qualified
individuals.
•
Develop incentives to retain valuable career-oriented employees.
Safety and Health
•
Monitor and maintain OSHA compliant policies and practices.
•
Prepare for and coordinate PDRMA’s loss control review (every four years).
•
Foster a “safety first” culture; continue to provide a safe and healthful work environment.
•
Coordinate regular Safety & Wellness Committee meetings.
•
Administer workers’ compensation program; develop and implement a comprehensive ergonomics and
stretching program to promote employee wellness.
•
Review and update as necessary the District’s Safety Handbook.
•
Review and update as necessary the District’s Emergency Action Plan.
•
Ensure employees have and are using appropriate personal protection equipment.
•
Continue to improve District-wide safety training.
Volunteer Coordination
•
Develop and implement recruitment plans, strategies and marketing materials for both targeted and
general recruitment.
•
Utilize social media and other technology (videos) to cast a wide net for recruitment.
•
Increase Internet presence and create paperless application and orientation processes.
•
Develop new volunteer positions and maintain volunteer position descriptions.
•
Conduct volunteer open houses, process applications, and screen volunteer applicants.
•
Select and place volunteers according to project and organizational needs and suitability and skills of the
volunteers.
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•

Orient volunteers and prepare them to perform their duties in accordance with the District’s Volunteer
Handbook; provide assignments, specific instructions and tools as necessary; coordinate ongoing
education and training on a wide range of topics and issue areas.
Consult with department heads to determine their volunteer needs, including District-wide special
events requiring volunteer support.
Develop retention, motivational and recognition programs for volunteers.
Offer continuing education in the form of certifications and leadership coursework.
Represent the District and its volunteer program at regional, state and national meetings.
Coordinate restoration workdays, seed harvests, education programs, corporate and school workdays and
special events with staff and volunteers.
Ensure volunteers have and are using appropriate personal protection equipment and have appropriate
tools to complete their tasks.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Personnel
1 – Human Resources Director — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Volunteer Coordinator — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Human Resources Specialist — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Part-Time Safety, Health & Training Coordinator — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Summer Seasonal — Administrative Headquarters
Another large component of the department is the Volunteer Services division. The volunteer coordinator
manages approximately 600 volunteers in addition to coordinating a number of special events and workdays
throughout the year. Volunteers provide nearly 13,000 hours of manpower for the District each year — an
estimated value of $300,000. The volunteer office desires to put more attention to training, expansion and
retention of its volunteer corps.

Facilities
The department currently operates at the District’s administrative headquarters in Geneva, with group training
taking place in the District board room and at the Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster Creek Forest Preserve.

Level of Service Snapshot
For a number of years, the department’s level of service veered toward reactive rather than proactive. However,
with the addition of a part-time safety, health and training coordinator and summer seasonal position, as well as
shifting non-human resources-related duties, (i.e., alarm services and ADA) to more appropriate departments in
the last year, the department is now in a position to offer a proactive level of service.
The department is organized into three funtional areas: (1) employee recruitment, compensation and relations,
(2) safety, health and training, and (3) volunteer management. Industry standards suggest that in order to provide
a high level of service, organizations should maintain a ratio of one full-time human resource professional per
100 employees, and one full-time safety professional per 65 employees.
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Natural Resources Department
Mission Statement
The mission of the department is to ensure the preservation of native flora and fauna diversity through the
protection, maintenance, restoration or reconstruction of native ecosystems.

Overall Goals and Objectives
Maintain biological diversity in all designated Illinois State Nature Preserves
•
Implement and evaluate prescribed burn regimen across all nature preserves.
•
Reduce and/or eliminate all non-native and invasive plants and animal species which immediately
threaten plant community integrity.
Evaluate ecological health of all District lands
•
Conduct multi-tiered herbaceous vegetation analysis across plant communities to document baseline
pre-restoration/enhancement conditions. Document species presence and abundance.
•
Collect data on woodland composition, quality, structure and age classes across all holdings.
•
Expand in-place butterfly, amphibian and avi-fauna monitoring programs which involve both volunteers
and staff.
•
Hire part-time wildlife biologist to assist with deer-management program and necessary field studies.
•
Initiate limited-scope, small-mammal census projects at high-quality sites and establish restoration units.
•
Further support volunteer-based aquatic/stream ecosystem monitoring and avi-fauna monitoring
programs.
•
Support and expand involvement in the regional rare plant-monitoring project, Plants of Concern.
•
Conduct field evaluations of dominant habitats at critical forest preserves, such as Johnson’s Mound,
Burnidge, Helm Woods and Freeman Kame, and determine plant community quality. Quality may be
based on the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory system.
Develop plans which identify site-specific, land-management needs
•
Establish management objectives for all primary habitat types on District lands.
•
Prepare Annual Management Schedule that outlines proposed restoration projects and objectives.
•
Refine existing ArcGIS data files and layers to reflect and incorporate present and projected plant
community quality.
•
Draft management unit maps for all lands purchased and not currently undergoing large-scale land
restoration.
Maintain and enhance the overall biodiversity, quality and character of 90 percent of District lands preserved
as natural habitat and open space
•
Continue to implement common land management techniques such as weed management, prescribed
burning, wildlife control, seeding and planting.
•
Conduct routine evaluations of land management methods and techniques to measure effectiveness.
Adjust tactics to improve results and achieve land-management goals (for example, adaptive
management).
•
Hire qualified contractors to assist with large-scale restoration and enhancements projects (e.g. tree
thinning, herbicide application, etc.)
•
Increase species diversity and restore community structure upon lands degraded by past land uses and/or
invasive species.
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•

Plan to annually remove 200-300 acres of land from the farm lease program. This land shall then be
planted to improve habitat value to wildlife.
Annually plant 5,000 - 10,000 oak seedlings across the appropriate habitats.
Focus management activities on lands where:
a.
Ecological health can be restored with minimal effort
b.
Lands support locally rare or listed threatened and endangered species.
Consult with Planning & Development staff in order to suggest greenways and links between preserves.
Provide expertise and advice to the president and executive director with regard to purchasing critical
lands supporting rare or endangered species or regionally rare plant communities, such as fens or seeps.
Reintroduce natural conditions and environmental forces/factors that favor proliferation of native
species. This would include disabling drain tile systems and/or routinely conducting prescribed burns.
Consult with executive director, planning staff and president to create macro-site size preserves.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Increase management and biodiversity planning on land adjacent to forest preserves
•
Work with developers prior to earth moving to establish buffer between public lands and urbanized
lands.
•
Work with homeowners and homeowners’ associations in established areas that abut preserves to
reinforce value of protected lands.
Create and manage for mosaic of plant communities
Reduce deterioration of aquatic ecosystem quality
Natural Resources staff is responsible for a wide variety of land-management tasks including:
•
•
•

Recreate tall grass prairie upon former cropland.
Manage all features of Illinois Nature Preserves within the District.
Control/eradicate exotic and noxious species in prairies, woodlands and wetlands using mechanical
(mowing), chemical (herbicide) and biological control methods.
Harvest seed for habitat enhancement projects.
Collect baseline bird, tree, wildflower and insect information prior to commencing restoration projects.
Monitor rare plant population.
Oversee contractors hired to thin trees/brush and apply herbicide.
Install live plants in wetland and prairie restorations.
Install approximately 5,000 oak seedlings annually for woodland recreation.
Plan, coordinate and conduct prescribed burns for habitat improvement.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personnel
1 – Director of Natural Resources — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Restoration Ecologist — Administrative Headquarters
1 – Senior Restoration Technician — Aurora West Forest Preserve
1 – Wildlife Biologist — Administrative Headquarters
3 – Restoration Technicians — Aurora West Forest Preserve
3 – Seasonal/Interns — Aurora West Forest Preserve
1 – Part-time Wildlife Technician — Aurora West Forest Preserve
The current number of full-time staff dedicated solely to land-management work was established when the
126

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRIC T OF K ANE COUNT Y

department was created in 2003. Prior to that, the natural resource function existed in the Field Services
department, within the former organizational structure, yet the workload of basic, land-management tasks
steadily increased as more preserves came on-line for restoration.
Equipment & Vehicles
The Department utilizes the following vehicles:
1 – F-350 truck
1 – F-250 long bed crew cab truck
1 – F-550 dump truck
1 – Ford Escape Hybrid
2 – F-150 pick-up trucks
1 – F-450 truck
For land-management work, the department maintains three John Deere tractors, two 15-foot wide heavy-duty
mowers, one ASV RC-100 skid steer with forestry mower, a Truax seed drill, two Polaris utility carts with spray
tanks, and a stock of small and specialized equipment necessary for brush/tree removal, herbicide application,
seed harvesting, cleaning and installation.
One more F-250 crew cab truck should be added to the fleet to ease full-time and summer crew transportation
to and from field-based jobs. Also, another tractor and mower and additional chainsaws should be purchased to
support invasive species control.

Facilities
Natural Resources field staff is based at a partially heated, 1930s-era, wooden barn located at the Aurora West
Forest Preserve. Many old farm outbuildings are used for seed and equipment storage. Currently, Natural
Resources staff utilizes a total of 13,000 square feet of building space spread across five separate buildings. Most
of this space is dedicated to truck, tractor and large mower storage. Seed storage and drying areas occupy 3,000
square feet of building space. Money is budgeted for a new facility. We will be relocating Natural Resources
department operations within the next 2 years. After staff transitions to a modern building, the main barn at
Aurora West will continue to be used for seed processing and storage.

Level of Service Snapshot
The condition and ecological health of District lands can only be improved with active management. Active
management of all natural areas in the District system has become increasingly difficult as more acres are added
to the system and more grant awards stipulate cessation of farming on District lands. Natural Resources staff
has had to recalibrate management cycles to provide for additional land-management needs, reducing overall
effectiveness. Taking 100 acres of farmland out of production requires dozens of staff hours to harvest and
prepare necessary seed, then dozens more hours over 3-5 years to get the prairie established and sustainable.
Regional woodland health was examined by local ecologists from Chicago Wilderness and given a “D” grade
based on quality, size and overall biological health of the woods. A majority of the 2,500+ acres of woodlands
in the District system are not functioning as ecosystems, but rather as tree museums. Few woods have healthy
oak saplings growing to replace stands of large and declining oaks. This is due to the lack of regular fire, the
prevalence of shade created by invasive brush, and heavy deer browse. Ten years ago, the Forest Preserve
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Commission began allocating $100,000 annually to hire contractors for Buckthorn and tree thinning. With each
District acquisition, more woodland acres are added to the system.
There’s a separate Natural Resources master plan that evaluates each site and includes scheduled plans and
priorities. A separate document called the Annual Management Schedule (AMS) is then developed from the larger
plan, which presents the land-management work for each year. In the plan, 50 preserves were examined in great
detail, and future land-management needs were documented and costs were estimated.

Operations & Maintenance Department
Mission Statement
The mission of the Operations & Maintenance department is to provide a welcome, safe and enjoyable outdoor
experience by maintaining and improving all preserves, properties and amenities, and responding to changing
public trends which enhance the lives of Kane County residents and visitors.

Overall Goals and Objectives
Structural
•
Maintain and improve existing infrastructure and sites through inspections and evaluations.
Fleet Management
•
Maintain the District’s fleet of vehicles and equipment through scheduled service, inspections,
preventative maintenance and employee training.
•
Develop a new vehicle and equipment work-order system to be utilized by all departments. This will
allow for greater efficiencies and cost tracking.
Resource Management
•
Protect, maintain and enhance the natural environment by the removal of non-native and invasive
species, prescribed burns, seed collection and native species planting.
Recreational Areas Management
•
Maintain and enhance all picnic and recreational areas and associated amenities for the safety of the
public and to ensure the quality of the resource.
•
Maintain the quality, integrity and safety of the linear and internal multipurpose trails through a
preventative maintenance and inspection program, and continue to improve and develop the District’s
trail system.
•
Develop, improve and enhance all current use areas as well as any new areas within the preserves.
Public Safety
•
Provide a safe environment for the public to recreate through proper management of the preserves.
•
Assist the Public Safety department by interpreting rules and District ordinances to the public and
providing manpower assistance as needed for law enforcement-related issues.
Intergovernmental Agencies and Support and Liaison Groups
•
Maintain good relations and rapport with local, state and federal agencies.
•
Serve as liaisons and maintain relationships with support groups.
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Employee Development
•
Provide employees with proper equipment, training and education to complete their tasks in a safe and
efficient manner.
General Maintenance
Task areas
•
Open and close preserves each day: In accordance with our ordinance, all Forest Preserves open at
sunrise and close at sunset, unless otherwise stated. Staff dedicates time to this function every day.
•
Clean shelters: Inspect shelters daily and clean on an as-needed basis. Shelters that are reserved will be
cleaned after reserved use is completed.
•
Clean and sanitize latrines and restrooms: Latrines and restrooms will receive no less than one cleaning
per day. In high-traffic areas or during special events, they may need to be serviced more frequently.
•
Empty garbage receptacles: Refuse pickup can occur every other day as long as the receptacles will hold
all trash generated between servicing without overflowing. Collect and dispose of solid waste and litter
from buildings and grounds.
•
Turf care: Cut grass every five working days. Reseed only when major bare spots appear. Use weedcontrol measures when 50 percent of small area is weed-infested or general turf quality is low in 15
percent or more of the surface area.
•
Snow removal: Remove snow on strategic roads and parking lots within two days after snow stops.
•
Pruning: No regular trimming is scheduled. Safety or damage from weather may dictate actual work
schedule.
•
Inspect all facilities including shelters, latrines and gates for hazards and proper function including
plumbing, electrical and sewer: Inspect boundaries for problems and encroachments. Inspect signage and
install or replace as needed.
•
Perform flood management, including checking spillways, ponds and water-control structures.
•
Maintain vehicles and equipment.
•
Inspect internal roadways for maintenance needs.
•
Assist with the budget planning.
•
Bush hog (rough mow) areas of invasive plant species.
•
Assist the Natural Resources department with non-native species removal and restoration projects.
•
Assist with prescribed burns including acting as burn bosses.
•
Apply herbicide.
•
Construct trails, roadways and parking lots.
•
Construct abutments and install bridges.
•
Inspect all trails.
•
Check-in organized group campers and those with shelter reservations.
•
Operate campgrounds, meet campers, collect fees, and sell firewood
•
Work with and manage contractors (tree trimmers, construction, etc.)
•
Work with equipment and material vendors.
•
Interpret (rather than enforce) District ordinances when the public is found in violation of them.
•
Test, repair and monitor drinking water wells.
•
Manage and monitor streams and drainage (removal of beaver dams or log jams).
•
Perform emergency storm management.
•
Inspect and clean-up newly acquired properties.
•
Manage and supply signage information.
•
Assist other divisions, departments and outside agencies as needed.
Capital Maintenance
•
Schedule repairs
•
Roof repair
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Preventative maintenance and repair of roadways and parking lots
HVAC units
Electrical
Plumbing
Carpet and flooring
Painting and staining
Trails and signage
Roads and bridges

Personnel
Director of Operations & Maintenance — Administrative Headquarters
North Operations Division
1 – Operations Supervisor — Muirhead Springs Operations & Maintenance Facility
4 – Senior Rangers — Muirhead Springs Operations & Maintenance Facility
6 – Rangers — Muirhead Springs Operations & Maintenance Facility
5 – Preserve Maintenance Workers — Muirhead Springs Operations & Maintenance Facility
South Operations Division
1 – Operations Supervisor — Grunwald Farms Operations & Maintenance Facility
4 – Senior Rangers — Grunwald Farms Operations & Maintenance Facility
6 – Rangers — Grunwald Farms Operations & Maintenance Facility
6 – Preserve Maintenance Workers — Grunwald Farms Operations & Maintenance Facility
Trades Division
1 – Supervisor of Trades and Projects — Campton Trades Facility
2 – Construction Tradesmen — Campton Trades Facility
1 – Sign Technician — Campton Trades Facility
1 – Mechanic — Campton Trades Facility
Equipment & Vehicles
•

1 sport utility vehicle; assigned to the Operations director

North Operations Division
•
4-door pickup – 1; assigned to the Operations supervisor
•
Pickups – 11; assigned to the senior rangers and rangers
•
1-ton dump trucks – 5; division pool vehicles
•
5 yard dump truck – 1; division specialty vehicle
South Operations Division
•
4-door pickup – 1; assigned to the Operations supervisor
•
Pickups – 13; assigned to the senior rangers and rangers
•
1-ton dump trucks – 5; division pool vehicles
•
5 yard dump truck – 1; division specialty vehicle
•
1 – Tandem axle dump truck; division specialty vehicle
Trades Division
•
1 – Pickup; assigned to the Trades supervisor
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•
•
•

2 – Utility body truck; assigned to the tradesman
1 – Van assigned to the tradesman
1 – Tandem axle dump truck; division specialty vehicle

Pickups are used daily for general preserve maintenance and operations, transporting staff to job sites, snow and
ice removal, and prescribed burns. One-ton dump trucks are used almost daily to haul materials and equipment,
to transport staff to job sites, and they’re used frequently for snow and ice removal. The 5- and 8-yard dump
trucks are also used to haul material and equipment.
In the Trades Division, the pickup, utility body truck and van are used daily. House tools are used by the
tradesmen in their maintenance and repair tasks.

Facilities
Based on the above information, the department has determined that it has enough staff and vehicles to
adequately operate and maintain the 78 existing open preserves with the current amenities and service levels. The
North Division shop is located at Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve, the South Division shop is at Grunwald
Farms Forest Preserve and the Trades Division shop is at Campton Forest Preserve. These maintenance facilities
are centrally located within their respective areas and designed to house the equipment and vehicles for each
division. The following is a breakdown of the division shops:
Trades Division

Campton Forest Preserve Structures
Existing Wood Shop:
Office/Sign/Mechanic Shop:
Cold Storage:
Total		

1,500 square feet
3,200
2,400
7,100 square feet

North Operations Division

Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve Structures
Existing Cold Storage:
Office Area:
Shop Area:
Total

7,500 square feet
2,800
4,200
14,500 square feet

South Operations Division

Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve Structures
Existing Cold Storage:
Office Area:
Shop Area:
Total

8,000 square feet
2,800
4,200
15,000 square feet

The department currently utilizes several building throughout the District. The following are buildings presently
in use by the department:
District Headquarters
Director of Operations

300 square feet

North Operations Division
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
Cold Storage Barn

4,200 square feet

Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve
Satellite Shop Wash Bay/Maintenance

1,200 square feet
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Brunner Family Forest Preserve
Satellite Storage and Maintenance Shop

1,275 square feet

TOTAL

6,675 square feet

South Operations Division
Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve
Cold Storage Building

8,000 square feet

Fabyan Forest Preserve
Horticulturist/Maintenance Facility

2,000 square feet

TOTAL

10,000 square feet

Level of Service Snapshot
The department is adequately staffed based on the current number of open preserves, land managed, and service
levels. If additional preserves are opened, lands managed increase, or service levels are modified, additional
resources would be needed.

Planning & Development Department
Mission Statement
The mission of the Planning & Development department is to plan, design and implement capital improvements
to forest preserves, as well as recommend the acquisition and acceptance of land for public open space, recreation,
scenic purposes, preservation and enhancement of the environment, according to the needs of the citizens of the
Forest Preserve District of Kane County.
The Planning and Development department’s function:
•
Coordinate the planning and development of all preserve lands and facilities in cooperation with all
other District departments.
•
Analyze the community’s open space needs and work with residents, staff and other agencies to develop
new preserves and open space.
•
Assist with the renovation and upgrading of existing preserves and facility through design, budget, bids
and construction.
•
Maintain plans, maps and other historical and statistical details relating to the District.
The Planning & Development department was formed as a part of the 2005 organization review to allow the
director of natural resources to focus more on preservation of natural resources. The department is responsible for
many varied tasks including but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Master planning
Site and facility design
ADA coordination and transition-plan implementation
In-house preparation of plans and specifications for construction bid work
Review of plans and specifications prepared by consultants
Project management
Grant preparation and administration
Land acquisition coordination
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review of outside agency plans affecting the District
Review of new developments to confirm their compliance with the District’s mission
Investigate complaints and encroachments
Develop GIS base to record the District’s assets
Provide technical assistance to other departments
Maintain site plans, construction documents and other pertinent documents
Represent the District on governmental task forces, civil committees and other public forums regarding
land planning and District issues

Overall Goals and Objectives
Seek highest quality of development and design for future growth
•
Update and refine all existing preserve plans
•
Monitor and maintain ADA-compliant policies and practices. Lead the District’s ADA Team through
compliance decisions to ensure accessibility is designed into all new developments.
•
Review existing access points to preserves, and update them to provide better access
•
Work closely with all departments to design and develop preserves and open space for the maximum
benefit.
•
Work closely with all departments to continue the development of the GIS system, to assist in the
development and maintenance of existing and future District lands.
Foster and encourage public participation
•
Develop guidelines for future public input on preserve design and development.
•
Develop and implement new, more logical and efficient planning process.
Protect and enhance the environment and unique character of Kane County
•
Develop storm water-management policies that will protect natural areas from unnecessary destruction
due to increased drainage, filling or construction.
•
Develop a greenways plan that will help manage storm-water requirements and protect the natural
environment.
•
Continue to work with staff and adjacent landowners on drainage improvements in preserves.
•
Develop a plan to document and correct encroachments
•
Create carrying capacity guidelines for preserve use and improvements
Provide plan for future growth of county in order to enhance the quality of life
•
Prepare long-range plans through the development and implementation of a District-wide
Comprehensive Master Plan.
•
Promote and implement the transportation plan including developing walking, hiking and biking trails.
•
Document all District land and master plans in electronic format for more-efficient and easier access to
District data.
Cooperate and actively work with local, regional, state and federal agencies to implement safe and effective
programs and policies to protect Natural Resources
•
Attend County Planning & Development meetings to ensure that the District concerns are being
addressed.
•
Develop land-acceptance standards that will assist the District in acquiring land.
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Provide and prepare department budget and expenditures that provide the most economical use of District
funds
•
Review project budgets and update when projects are funded.
•
Prepare long-term cost projections for proposed improvements

Personnel
1 — Director of Planning & Development — Administrative Headquarters
1 — Land Preservation Planner — Administrative Headquarters
1 — Part-time GIS Seasonal — Administrative Headquarters
Currently, the department director spends the majority of his time on land acquisition, drainage issues,
intergovernmental projects, and working with the County to reinforce the District’s role in accomplishing
the 2040 Land-Use Plan, as new developments are proposed. A major goal of the department is to implement
priorities of this Comprehensive Master Plan.

Facilities
The department operates at Administrative Headquarters on the third floor of the Fox Valley Ice Arena. The
space includes offices for the director and land preservation planner, as well as a planning room that is used for
intern work space, additional temporary work space for the administrative offices, and as storage for maps and
other information.

Level of Service Snapshot
The department sees no immediate need to recommend additional staff at this time. Most of the work associated
with this department is base information, for example, implementing the Comprehensive Master Plan, completing
existing conditions plans, setting up design standards and guidelines for the department. These are projects that
regularly need to be updated.
Taking into consideration the District’s growth over the last 5 years and the reduced capital funds, the Planning
& Development department doesn’t see a need to expand resources or for additional staff.

Public Safety Department
Mission Statement
The Public Safety department will provide a welcome and safe, family-oriented environment for Forest Preserve
District patrons, staff and employees by utilizing a community-oriented philosophy. Additionally, an ethical,
people-oriented work environment is fostered to allow our officers to enjoy their jobs, utilize their talents, respect
one another, and grow as professionals.
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Overall Goals and Objectives
Provide committed and professional service to the Forest Preserve District
•
Hire and retain professional law enforcement officers
•
Continue education and training of the department with community policing as a goal
•
Regularly review standard operating procedures and policies
Support the District’s mission
•
Use modern patrol strategies while providing law enforcement services to further protect and preserve
Kane County’s open space
•
Provide the public with opportunities to learn about the District’s efforts in law enforcement
•
Ensure that the public has safe places to recreate
•
Provide directed law enforcement efforts to protect historic resources maintained by the District for
future generations to enjoy
Prepare for the future growth of Kane County and the Forest Preserve District
•
Provide adequate law enforcement staff to fulfill the District’s mission
•
Work with other departments in the development and planning of future properties promoting Crime
Prevention through Environmental Design (CEPTED) and traffic-calming philosophies
•
Maintain adequate and functional equipment as a force multiplier to meet the needs of the public and
safety of our officers
•
Coordinate security clearance for various levels of full-time staff as well as respond to third party
requests for special security clearance to the third floor of the ice arena.
Be responsive to the citizens of Kane County
•
Adopt problem-oriented policing strategy
•
Actively participate in and promote citizen and community groups in response to an evolving
community-oriented policing strategy
•
Continually grow citizen trust relationships
•
Involve citizens in directed law enforcement efforts through volunteer snowmobile patrols, foot patrols,
horse patrols, and other appropriate strategies that allow citizens ownership over their local forest
preserve properties
Have active involvement in local and national park law enforcement organizations
•
Remain up-to-date in the profession of park law enforcement
•
Retain a large resource pool for information, education and working philosophies within the profession
•
Seek opportunities for cost-effective and job-appropriate law-enforcement training
•
Professionally develop the department through networking with other park law-enforcement
departments.
Forge and maintain professional working relationships with all local law enforcement agencies within Kane
County
•
Regularly exchange information to collectively provide the best possible services to all citizens
•
Maintain and develop inter-operable communication technology
•
Exchange resources for emergency responses and disaster preparation with Kane County Office of
Emergency Management, Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System (ILEAS), and National Incident
Management System (NIMS)
•
Maintain a professional image and respectability within Kane County law enforcement through
professional work ethics and examples
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Personnel
1 — Director of Public Safety/Chief of Police — Administrative Headquarters
1 — Sergeant of Police — Administrative Headquarters
4 — Full-Time Patrol Officers — Administrative Headquarters
18 — Part-Time Officers* — Administrative Headquarters
The Public Safety department primarily uses two daily shifts: day (8 a.m. – 4 p.m.) and evening (3 p.m. –
11 p.m.) Depending on need, the department uses a third officer on an afternoon shift (noon – 8 p.m.), typically
during the summer. The department utilizes its four full-time officers and one sergeant to staff the day and
evening shifts. The full-time officers split their days off on each shift, with one Friday/Saturday, and one Sunday/
Monday. The shifts are rotated on the first day of each month. The sergeant provides for weekday supervision of
both the day and evening shifts by varying his start time from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. to meet seasonal and operational
needs. Part-time officers are then used to fill days off, and for staffing the seasonal third position. Part-time
officers also provide coverage for special events, holidays or when officers are in training, on vacation, in court, or
off with illness or injury. Officers also work special patrols on scooters, bicycles and snowmobiles to protect over
200 miles of regional trails.
Area/Shift

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

North

Day

PT*

PT

FT

FT

FT

FT

FT

South

Day

FT

FT

FT

FT

FT

PT

PT

Central

Afternoon

PT*

PT*

PT*

PT*

PT*

PT*

PT*

North

Evening

PT

PT

FT

FT

FT

FT

FT

South

Evening

FT

FT

FT

FT

FT

PT

PT

*Season/hours vary for operational needs.

The chief of police performs administrative functions, provides for supervision on the day shift, and is available
on-call to respond to emergencies when necessary.
The Public Safety department patrols 78 preserves daily plus nearly 200 miles of regional trails. The current
patrol goal is for each officer on the day and evening shifts to visit each preserve in his or her area once per day.
During an 8-hour shift, 1 officer is responsible for patrolling 39 properties.
This goal does not include time spent for crime patterns, calls for service and administrative details.
These can consume a great deal of the officer’s time. Nor does it include time spent responding to calls for
service at the inactive properties purchased by the District that are not currently developed for active use by
the public. The responsibility for protecting and responding to calls for service on incidents that occur on these
properties is still the responsibility of the District. Additionally, the sergeant performs patrolling as well as
performing administrative functions such as scheduling and reports review. Therefore, the operational reality is
the department is not visiting each property twice per day.
Seasonally and during peak activities, additional personnel may be used for specialized patrol (bikes, ATVs,
snowmobiles and foot patrol), while staying within staff and budget constraints.
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Equipment & Vehicles
The Department currently has 11 vehicles:
•
•
•
•

1 patrol vehicle used by the chief of police
1 patrol vehicle used by the sergeant
9 patrol vehicles (4 assigned to full-time officers; 5 assigned to part-time officers)
Additionally we have two motor scooters, two snowmobiles, and one ATV for specialized patrols.

Facilities
In 2010, the Public Safety department moved into new offices in the same building as District Administrative
Headquarters in Geneva. They were built specifically to serve the department’s needs at that time. If District
growth dramatically increases, we will have to reexamine our needs.

Level of Service Snapshot
Several factors were considered to determine the growth projections for the Public Safety department; patrolling
standards, additional preserve openings, added closing duties, increased crime reporting, the need to shift parttime staff to full-time officers, and maintaining a proactive police philosophy.
Patrolling Standards
The afternoon shift officer (third position) was developed to patrol the central area of the County during the
peak time of use within the preserves and to reduce the patrol areas for the north and south. This was done in
an effort to have officers visit each preserve twice per day as well as increase the amount of time available to
spend in each preserve. However, this position is routinely staffed with a full-time officer, in order to stay within
budget. Staffing this or an additional officer on the first and second shift with part-time officers is based on
budget, seasonal activity and crime patterns. This third position is used to staff specialized patrol (in season) on
our linear trails. Additional personnel budget will be needed to supplement existing full-time staff to allow for
more adequate patrol coverage by a third officer. The current standard of two preserve visits per day would then
be more attainable.
Crime reporting
The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) index is one measure to evaluate the need for more personnel. Burglary
and theft are the most-reported property crimes occurring in the forest preserves, according to the index.
However, criminal damage to property, criminal defacement and reports of suspicious person/vehicle, which are
not reported to the uniform crime-reporting index because of their classification, are the most-prevalent crimes
reported to Forest Preserve District police. We will continue to monitor the UCR as well as our own calls-forservice data to evaluate future needs.
Shift from part-time to full-time staff
There is a need to improve the quality of the staff resources within the department. Part-time officers should be
used for more community-service functions like trail patrolling, special events or holiday resources. Currently,
there are issues with part-time staff not maintaining consistent hours on the schedule — especially on holidays
and during summer months — and/or not being willing to attend court hearings. This is not to say our part-time
officers are not true professionals, however, full-time officers see the Forest Preserve District as a priority and
perform at a career standard, whereas part-time staff are not as flexible due to other professional and personal
commitments. This change could have a financial advantage by utilizing a portion of the part-time staff budget
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to hire an additional full-time officer. The cost of training a part-time officer is the same as a full-time officer.
This opportunity is currently under evaluation.
Proactive policing philosophy
A proactive approach of visibility to reduce and prevent crimes from occurring is the preferred method of
policing, rather than being reactive and taking reports of incidents that occur after the fact. Additional patrol
officers will provide more visibility in the forest preserves and allow officers an opportunity to conduct more foot
and bike patrols, thus spending more time interacting with forest preserve users. This not only creates an added
sense of security for patrons, but also serves as a deterrent to those who may contemplate committing crimes.
This is especially true on our linear trails that can give the impression of being more remote and isolated.
The department should ideally staff the current north and south shifts as well as add a central patrol area. The
goal is to increase the personnel on shifts and utilize more full-time officers. A philosophy of the District should
be to staff enough full-time officers to cover most shifts, utilizing part-time officers to cover special events, trail
patrols, and to fill in for full-time officers during days off, vacation or training.
Vehicle Management
The Public Safety department operates with four full-time patrol officers, one sergeant, one chief, and 18 parttime officers to provide patrol coverage 15 hours per day. The officers utilize 11 sport utility vehicles. Due to
good management and budgeting, we are now replacing vehicles before they reach 120,000 miles. Maintaining
a vehicle beyond this mileage incurs constant expensive maintenance and repair to keep the fleet operational.
Additionally, they do not provide the level of safety and reliability necessary for our needs. At our present
staffing levels, this necessitates replacing one or two vehicles per year, based on need and budget. Additionally, it
is recommended we continue with the purchase of four-wheel drive vehicles that continue to provide sufficient
room for equipment, electronics and an officer in full utility gear during an eight-hour shift. These vehicles also
provide higher clearance and cause less wear on the landscape during off-road trail patrol, which is frequent due
to the unique properties of the District. Full-time officers are assigned a take-home vehicle for faster call-out
response time to their patrols and emergencies. They also take meticulous care and pride in their assigned vehicle
and equipment.
Technology
During November 2011, the Public Safety Department switched to New World RMS and Field Based Reporting
also used by the Sheriff ’s Office and serviced by County’s Information Technology department. We are
determined to grow our knowledge in the capabilities of this new system, and fully utilize it as a management
tool. Over the last few years, we have adopted administrative procedures and acquired technology to facilitate
the transition to this system. It is now incumbent on us to maintain the computers at a proficient level, and
replace them when antiquated or having functional issues. Laptops in the squads should be replaced on a
four-year cycle. Additionally, there are proposed statutory mandates such as body-worn cameras, data collection
and electronic ticketing, which may require unanticipated expenditures.

Maintaining Our Infrastructure
Now that we have an understanding of each department, we’ll cover how we plan to maintain each of our
preserves and amenities.
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County owns and manages 20,650 acres. These parcels are assembled into
98 different preserve sites. Of the 98 sites, 78 preserves are currently improved and considered open to the public,
meaning they have an amenity in addition to the land, for example, a parking lot or trail. The District reached
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its 20,000-acre mark as predicted in the previous Master Plan. Throughout the next five-year cycle, the District
will continue to grow and add land, albeit at a slower and steadier pace. By the end of this next Master Plan
cycle, the District conservatively could acquire an additional 1,000-1,500 acres of land. We are still opening new
preserves to allow public access, but also prioritizing the expansion of existing preserves. Over the last five years,
the District has made over $20 million in improvements to the forest preserves and trails. These assets are now
starting to age. Maintenance costs are starting to increase along with maintenance costs for older assets. The
District needs to fully understand the costs to maintain all its existing assets before moving forward with
new capital initiatives.
The growth that has occurred in the District forces us to first take a step back and evaluate the condition of
assets within the Forest Preserve system, to make sure that our maintenance needs don’t surpass our resources.
While new projects are exciting and garner attention, in times of scarce resources, levy freezes and expanding
demands on preserves, it is important to first consider whether we have the resources necessary to manage
current or further growth, before adding new amenities or land. The importance of having a clear vision for the
future is vital. This Comprehensive Master Plan will capture and document our vision for the future, so that when
funding does become available, there is a plan in place and the direction is clear.
The first step involves looking at the current infrastructure conditions, identifying all needs, and then establishing
priorities. In this exercise, we will establish a baseline of existing conditions, identify immediate and long-term
needs, and create a list of priorities that would accommodate those needs.
As staff completed a cursory review of each preserve and the proposed improvements, we determined that each
preserve falls into one of three categories:
•

Fully Improved: The preserve is fully improved, but needs capital funds to renovate and maintain
existing infrastructure (62 preserves)

•

Partially Improved: The preserve has public access provided, including a parking lot and an entry sign,
but has no other amenities (9 preserves)

•

Unimproved: The preserve is not yet improved with any amenities (27 preserves)

In order to prioritize improvements, staff will be challenged by the desire to open new preserves balanced with
the need to maintain existing, fully improved sites. Many of the fully improved preserves have structures and
amenities that are reaching the end of their life expectancy and will need to be renovated or replaced. Staff
will have to inventory all assets — both capital and infrastructure — and utilize recommended standards to
determine a priority order. This order will provides the District with a straightforward approach to maintaining
our amenities. Examples follow.
We’ve just come off 15 years of growth and implementing new facilities and as such, we need to do an inventory
of our infrastructure, evaluate existing conditions, preferred maintenance levels and costs. An example of a
maintenance schedule is as follows.
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Recommended Operations Infrastructure Standards (Example)
Operations & Maintenance department
Capital Assets and
Infrastructure
Shelter (Infrastructure)
Paint/Stain
Roofing

Maint.
Cycle

Unit
Cost/Year

Unit

$25,000.00

Each

$800.00

Each

5

$160.00

31

6.2

$4,960.00

$8,000.00

Each

25

$480.00

31

1.6

$9,300.00

Qty.

Units/
Year

31

Total Maintenance
Cost

Capital Asset
Value

Yearly
Maintenance Cost

Average
Cost

$775,000.00

$460.00

Buildings

Varies

Roofing

$8,000.00

Each

20

$400.00

65

3.3

$26,000.00

HVAC

$5,000.00

Each

20

$250.00

23

1.2

$5,750.00

Carpet/Flooring

$10,000.00

Each

7

$1,428.57

23

3.3

$32,857.14

Electrical/Plumbing

$15,000.00

Each

30

$500.00

23

0.8

$11,500.00

Kitchen Equipment

$5,000.00

Each

12

$416.67

17

1.4

$7,083.33

Paint/Stain

$2,000.00

Each

5

$400.00

23

4.6

$9,200.00

Total Maintenance
Costs

Parking Lots Asphalt

$100,000.00

Each

Yearly Maintenance

$50,000.00

Each

Parking Lots Not Paved

$40,000.00

Each

Yearly Maintenance

$10,000.00

Each

$200,000.00

Mile

Roads
Asphalt Overlay

Trails Asphalt
Asphalt Overlay
Trails Not Paved
Screenings Overlay

P
M
$3,395.24

E

A
X

$90,000.00

$180,000.00

Mile

$90,000.00

Mile

$100,000.00

Mile

$55,000.00

Mile

60

15

$3,333.33

60

22

15

$666.67

22

E
L

$6,000,000.00

4.0

$880,000.00

1.5

15

15

$6,000.00

15

$6,000.00

40

1.0

$3,666.67

Operations &Maintenance Yearly Maintenance Costs

5

$90,000.00

$7,200,000.00
2.7

5
15

$14,666.67
$3,000,000.00

40
15

$200,000.00

$240,000.00
$500,000.00

0.3

$18,333.33
$17,580,000.00

$669,650.48

This same process will work for our Natural Resources assets.
Establishing a prairie costs approximately $2,500 per acre and then five years of intense maintenance
immediately following. Currently, the District has approximately 3,492 acres in prairie. At current estimates,
the value of that prairie would be about $8,730,000. If the proper maintenance were dedicated to prairie, it
would cost approximately $200-$500 per acre per year and last as long as the District continues to maintain it. If
not maintained properly, it would continue to degrade until it had to be re-established again, at a cost of $2,500
per acre or $8,730,000 plus the increased cost of labor and materials at that time. Staff has determined that to
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keep the established prairie at or above the minimum conditions needed to maintain a healthy prairie,
a minimum of a three-year maintenance cycle needs to be established. Establishing a three-year maintenance
cycle means that for 3,492 acres of prairie, staff would schedule the maintenance of 1,164 acres per year at a
cost of $200 per acre. The annual budget for maintaining the District’s prairies would be $232,800. The Natural
Resources department currently does not meet this standard.
The cost to maintain the prairie is significantly less than it is to establish the prairie. This fundamental process for
evaluating the District’s capital assets and determining how the infrastructure will be maintained will allow the
District to continue to open and improve new preserves while ensuring the existing preserves are maintained in a
safe and accessible condition, providing adequate and basic services to the public. The following table represents the
District’s infrastructure and estimated cost needed to maintain them. As noted above, while the District is meeting
the standard of maintaining its 3,492 acres of current assets in prairie, unfortunately the department is only able to
maintain approximately one-sixth of its wetlands (480 acres) versus the recommended one-third or 817 acres and
about one-fifth or 490 acres of its woodland inventory versus the recommended one-third or 817 acres annually.

Recommended Natural Resources Land Management Standards (Example)
Natural Resources department
Capital Assets and Infrastructure
Prairie
Yearly Maintenance
Cost
Wetland
Yearly Maintenance
Cost
Woodlands
Yearly Maintenance
Cost

Maint.

Average
Cost

Unit

$2,500.00

Acres

$200.00

Acres

$4,250.00

Acres

$200.00

Acres

$2,900.00

Acres

$200.00

Acres

E

Cycle

A
X

Natural Resource Department Yearly Capital Costs

Unit Cost/
Year

Qty.
3492

3

$66.67

3492

P
M

2890

3

$66.67

2890
2452

3

$66.67

2452
=

Units/
Year

Capital Asset
Value

E
L

Yearly Maintenance
Cost

$8,730,000.00

1164.0

$232,800.00

$12,282,500.00

963.3

$192,666.67

$7,110,800.00

817.3

$28,123,300.00

$163,466.67
$588,933.33

The District utilizes the combination of resources: internal operations (staff, equipment, supplies) and outsourced
services (landscape and land management services and consultants) to achieve its goals. This figure represents the
cost to provide both.
As these two charts show, the District maintains approximately $45 million in capital assets and is projecting
that it will take approximately $1.2 million per year to maintain these assets. Determining the cost to maintain
existing assets or infrastructure is a constantly evolving process and should be re-evaluated as changes are made.
The information stated above will be used by each department to predict their growth and needs over the next
five years.
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CHAPTER 6 — OBJECTIVES AND ACTION PLANS
In this chapter, we will reflect back on the purpose of this plan and detail action items on how to build and
maintain a high-performing forest preserve system, within the District’s resources, that meet our four key
principles:
•
•
•
•

Acquire, protect and preserve natural areas
Strengthen community connections
Manage growth
Plan for sustainability

We will then identify objectives based on those principles, and the action items required to meet those objectives.
Some objectives may address multiple principles.
We’ve discussed the need to maintain our existing assets to continue to build and improve upon an already
high-performing system, to keep up with future demands and trends within the community, and develop a plan
on how the District could continue to grow, to provide for the needs of the residents. It is important that we
take initial actions to secure the long-term care of our existing preserves, and also recommend actions that will
accommodate new trends. This is a “living document,” meant to be changed and adjusted as the District strives
to keep pace with the dynamic community character of Kane County.

Acquire, Protect and Preserve Natural Areas
The Forest Preserve District has the responsibility of planning the use of over 20,000 acres of the County’s
public open space. The tremendous growth that has occurred with the development of private lands in the last
15 years has placed an emphasis on acquiring and opening more public open space areas in order to meet the
needs of the residents. The rapid growth has increased the role the District plays in providing opportunities
for quality outdoor recreation experiences as well as preserving the unique natural qualities of Kane County.
Both the recreational experiences and natural areas are directly affected by the implementation of the site plans
for each preserve. Several factors are studied during the site-planning process to ensure the proposed plans for
recreational use complement the need to protect our natural resources. Preparing a carrying capacity for each
preserve is necessary to ensure that the District can protect the proposed outdoor experience. Factors such as
identifying existing locations of nesting grounds or wildlife habitats, strategically locating access and recreational
amenities, and limiting the number of users to protect the site from overcrowding or overuse that can accelerate
the deterioration of the improvements is extremely important.
Based on our principle to Acquire, Protect and Preserve Natural Areas, the following is a key objective and
our action plans to meet that objective. (Note: the Natural Resources department also has a separate Annual
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Management Schedule that is specific and mission-focused. The following objectives will be in conjunction with
the Annual Management Schedule.)

Plan for Sustainability
It’s imperative that we maintain the amenities that we already have. While we can use our “typical preserve”
example to forecast future needs, it does not address the unique situations of the individual preserves each
day. The Operations & Maintenance department has implemented and is currently utilizing a daily Preserve
Maintenance and Task Log. This document tracks all staff hours pertaining to the duties assigned throughout each
division. In addition to this tracking document, the District has established an electronic work-order system
for completing and tracking projects considered above and beyond the normal preserve maintenance duties and
tasks.
Priority should always be given to maintaining existing improvements. High-quality and safe forest preserves are
the backbone of why the residents of Kane County enjoy our open spaces and amenities and continue to give the
District high marks when it comes to maintaining our preserves. Maintaining our existing capital improvements
should be a primary focus. We can determine the cost to maintain one asset and extrapolate that over the total
number of similar assets, projecting a total yearly cost. Again, each asset within the District is unique, and
although maintenance costs will differ slightly, it will provide an idea of the potential cost to maintain our assets,
so that the District can ensure funding is in place to continue proper maintenance. Staff should continue to
evaluate and set priorities, and obtain costs for asset maintenance to present to the board for approval, as part of
the budget process each year.
The District is currently reviewing the condition and layout of existing preserves to determine if redevelopment
is required to improve the safety, functionality, accessibility and maintenance efficiency of each preserve.
Redevelopment due to safety and function will be an important factor in developing a plan for maintaining the
District’s capital assets. It will be necessary to inventory and assess each of the District’s assets and develop a
long-term plan for maintenance.
Capital improvements include the purchase and/or construction of amenities that provide lasting value.
These include natural areas, picnic areas, parking areas, driveways, trails, facilities, etc. Planning for capital
improvements enables the District to look beyond the immediate horizon and anticipate the needs for overall
improvements. A Capital Maintenance Management Plan allows the District to review and adjust based on
changing needs or trends within Kane County. This further allows staff to determine the long-term commitment
needed to maintain proposed facilities to ensure they are properly maintained. Similar to previous public
surveys, the District is seeing that bicycling, walking, nature watching and picnics are rating as the most-popular
activities within the preserves. The District will evaluate any new capital initiative to determine its necessity,
and before it is approved to move forward, the District needs to ensure a commitment to the resources to
properly maintain the new amenity or facility.
In general, the preserves are maintained with designated access points. Depending on how a preserve is
maintained, some afford better access then others. When maintenance of a preserve is reduced, users question
the cleanliness and safety of the preserve, and their comfort level using the preserves decreases. Public input on
the cleanliness and safety of our preserves has continually ranked very high, as the users feel we do a good job
keeping the preserves clean. They feel safe visiting. Allowing preserves to wane in maintenance may have a direct
effect on the public perception of the preserves.
Small connections to subdivisions and road stubs allow easy and safe preserve access, and are cost-effective
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solutions to provide improved access to the preserves. The District will review access points — taking into
consideration our obligation to maintain natural resources and protect the environment — and will review
locations for possible trail-access points in all new and proposed plans. We will also review access points to
existing trails as requests are received, but we must balance the need for access to preserve property with the
need to preserve and protect our natural resources.
It is the goal of the District to ensure that all people, including those with disabilities, have the highest level
of accessibility to our programs, facilities and services. The District seeks to provide that level of access in the
planning, construction and renovation of buildings, facilities and in the provisions of our programs and services.
The level of accessibility will be largely determined by the nature of the area and program, and will be consistent
with the obligation to preserve our natural resources. The District seeks to provide the highest level of access that
is reasonable in the primary design, instead of merely providing the minimum level or separate amenities, which
would accommodate the legal requirements. The District will encourage the use of innovative techniques and
partnerships whenever possible and reasonable, to exceed requirements.
The District has already completed an ADA audit of its facilities. The District has also approved the two
years of Phase I improvements based on the audit results. We will continue to ask for funding to tackle these
improvements, one at a time. The District will continue to work on procedures to incorporate universal design
principles into renovations and new construction, and review audits to develop a long-term plan for correcting
accessibility issues.

Strengthen Community Connections
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County does a good job of informing residents and visitors of preserve
resources using the web, print and other media resources, but awareness and knowledge of existing opportunities
can be greater. Marketing and communications is a cost-effective means of increasing use of existing facilities
among residents and visitors. Our public input survey shows that once the public becomes familiar with the
Forest Preserve District, they are satisfied with the programs and services we provide.
The District currently has several avenues used to provide information regarding the Forest Preserve and its
services to the public, and continues to expand how we provide information. Currently, we publish a quarterly
newsletter, The TreeLine, along with various brochures, flyers and other information that are available in print
and online. We host a traditional Web site at www.kaneforest.com. We also have a strong presence on social
media with pages utilizing the following platforms: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Google+. We
also partner with other agencies to distribute our information where possible (for example, through Chicago
Wilderness). We will continue to look for ways to build-on and expand awareness of the preserves, programs and
all they have to offer, as well as solicit feedback from Kane County residents.
Partnerships and volunteers are key elements of the current system and crucial to the Forest Preserve future.
Volunteers and partner groups provide a great service to the District; as funding for projects continues to
be spread out over larger areas, the volunteers and partner groups are helping the District achieve its goals
of providing an excellent system. The District has volunteer opportunities in natural areas management,
environmental education, cultural preservation and public safety. The countless number of volunteers help further
the District’s mission of restoring, restocking, protecting and preserving lands for he education, recreations and
pleasure of the Kane County Citizens. The District has greatly increased the number of volunteers in the last few
years and should continue to review the process and explore new ways volunteers and partners can inspire others
to help and care about our natural community.
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Manage Growth
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County engages the public to gain input on development. Questions are
consistently raised about the effectiveness of public input prompting the need to enhance the framework of
community outreach, research and engagement. The process needs to gather the opinions of the staff, board of
commissioners, residents and preserve users to make the process a more-effective way of communicating the
process by which decisions are made to the public.
These seven objectives and their subsequent action plans provide a way forward for the District, to evaluate what
we currently have, maintain it, and continue to provide a high-performing system. By doing so, we continue to
provide amenities that Kane County residents have come to rely upon, and truly Reconnecting Residents with
Nature.

Objective: Improve Biodiversity across District Lands
Action
Maximize acres
burned

Description

Lead Department

Targets

Evaluate efficiencies
Natural Resources
in prescribed burn
program to ensure
maximum acreage of
natural areas are burned

Completion Date:
December 2016

Collect and evaluate
baseline biological
data

Refine Biological
Natural Resources
Assessment Needs chart
to define areas lacking
basic flora & fauna
surveys

Completion Date:
December 2016

Expand invasive
species management
by 25 percent

Hire additional
contractors to morewidely assist with
invasive control — in
support of staff projects

Natural Resources

Completion Date:
June 2017

Improve biodiversity
of plant life across
preserves

Install native seed
across 25 percent more
acreage

Natural Resources

Principle(s)
Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth

Completion Date:
June 2017

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth

Eradicate ecologically
disruptive species

Through defined and
intensive burn/mow/
herbicide process,
eliminate buckthorn
from Helm Woods FP
and Canada thistle from
Dick Young FP.

Natural Resources

Improve habitat for
known populations
of rare or listed plants
and animals

Target two grants
annually and outside
support of habitatenhancement projects.

Natural Resources

Improve quality of
defined rare-plant
communities

Improve Forested Fen
FP and fen complex
at Brunner Family FP/
Fox River Shores FP by
removing 25% of nonnative brush

Natural Resources

Completion Date:
December 2020

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth

Completion Date:
Pending grant
schedules

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
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2016 and ongoing

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
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Objective: Evaluate and Implement Operations & Maintenance Efficiencies
Action

Description

Lead Department

Targets

Principle(s)

Research, Acquire
and Implement CostTracking System

Acquire or create
internally a datatracking system
to record actual
maintenance functions

Operations &
Maintenance

Budget: FY2017-18

Plan for sustainability

Completion Date:
December 2018

Manage growth

Develop fleetmaintenance
management system

Upgrade of a workorder system to
include existing fleetmaintenance platform

Operations &
Maintenance

Budget: FY2016-17

Plan for sustainability

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Upgrade fuel tracking
system

Upgrade existing fuel
management software
to better gauge fuel use

Operations &
Maintenance

Budget: FY2016-17

Plan for sustainability

Completion Date:
December 2016

Manage growth

Develop a level of
maintenance plan for
each preserve

Document current level Operations &
of maintenance and
Maintenance
recommend proposed
level of maintenance for
each preserve

Completion Date:
June 2017

Plan for sustainability

Automate entrance
gates

Install solar-powered
gates and reallocate
staff hours formerly
used to manually open
and close each preserve

Maintenance &
Operations

Completion Date:
June 2016

Plan for sustainability

Collect and evaluate
data

Input data for
maintenance functions
from the past two years
and evaluate areas to
improve efficiencies

Operations &
Maintenance

Completion Date:
December 2019

Plan for sustainability
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Manage growth

Manage growth
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Objective: Establish a Capital Maintenance Management Plan
Action

Description

Lead Department

Targets

Principle(s)

Implement Phase I
Buildings’ Evaluation
findings

Act on needs identified
in Phase I evaluation

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
June 2016

Plan for Sustainability

Complete Phase II
Buildings’ Evaluation

Work with consultant
to complete Phase II
Buildings’ Evaluation of
16 structures

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
April 2016

Plan for Sustainability

Develop Priorities
based on Phase II
Buildings’ Evaluation
Findings

Develop priorities based Planning &
on Phase I and Phase
Development
II Buildings’ Evaluation
Findings

Completion Date:
June 2016

Plan for Sustainability

Complete Phase III
Buildings’ Evaluation

Work with consultant
to complete Phase II
Buildings’ Evaluation of
16 structures

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
April 2017

Plan for Sustainability

Develop Priorities and
Implement Phase III
Buildings’ Evaluation
Findings

Develop priorities based Planning &
on Phase III Buildings’
Development
Evaluation Findings

Completion Date:
June 2018

Plan for Sustainability

Conduct full-scale
Buildings Evaluation
every 10 years

Research and hire
consultant to evaluate
all District buildings
and make suggestions
for maintenance and
accessibility issues

Planning &
Development

December 2025

Plan for Sustainability

Create an Inventory
& Conditions Report
for Small Capital
Amenities

Inventory and evaluate
the condition and life
expectancy of each
small capital amenity
(restrooms, shelters,
etc.) to determine a
maintenance cost per
year

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
June 2017

Plan for Sustainability

Evaluate bridges
to create Bridge
Conditions Report

Contract with an
engineer to evaluate
all bridges on District
property

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
June 2018

Plan for Sustainability

Develop priorities
and implement
recommendations
from Bridge
Conditions Report

Develop priorities based Planning &
Development
on Bridge Conditions
Report findings

Completion Date:
June 2019

Plan for Sustainability

Evaluate parking areas
to create Parking
Areas Conditions
Report

Planning &
Contract with an
engineer to evaluate all Development
parking areas on District
property

Completion Date:
June 2018

Plan for Sustainability

Develop priorities
and implement
recommendations
from Parking Areas
Conditions Report

Develop priorities
based on Parking Areas
Conditions Report
findings

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
June 2019

Plan for Sustainability

Develop a Capital
Maintenance
Improvement Plan

Based on buildings’
evaluations and
inventory, prioritize
capital maintenance
needs for budgeting
and implementation

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
December 2016

Plan for Sustainability
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Objective: Improve Preserve Access
Action
Identify and
Implement Annual
Projects from ADA
Transition Plan

Trail Connections

Research trail/
preserve-entrance
counters
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Description

Lead Department

Targets
Budget: FY2016-17

Principle(s)
Plan for sustainability

The District completed
an ADA audit in
2013 and formed a
staff committee to
implement the audit’s
recommendations

Planning &
Development

Review existing
and possible trail
connections for
improvements or
expanded connections
in under-served areas

Planning &
Development

Budget: FY2016-17

Plan for sustainability

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Research trail and
preserve-entrance
counters to determine
visitor use, guide
future improvements,
programming, etc.

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
June 2017

Plan for sustainability

Completion Date:
June 2017
Projects completed and
budgeted annually

Manage growth
Strengthen community
connections
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Objective: Strengthen Public Relations and Community Outreach
Action

Description

Lead Department

Targets

Principle(s)

Develop a Countywide survey

Create an electronic
public-interest survey
and compare data and
feedback with 2006 &
2011 surveys

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Completion Date:
June 2017

Strengthen community
connections

Develop a social
media strategy

Identify our social
media objectives

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Completion Date:
December 2016

Strengthen community
connections

Evaluate sponsors/
partnership
opportunities for
special events

Identify programs
that would benefit
from sponsorship/
partnership

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Completion Date:
December 2016

Strengthen community
connections

Research
implementation
of a smart phone
application for
reporting issues
(downed trees,
blocked trails, etc.)

Research an application
for smart phone users
to report an issue at a
forest preserve

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Completion Date:
June 2018

Strengthen community
relations

Redesign Web site

Improve readability
and accessibility to
electronic information

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Implementation:
December 2016

Strengthen community
connections

Increase awareness of
Public Safety efforts
and related volunteer
opportunities

Promote volunteer
public safety
partnerships (Mounted
Rangers, Snowmobile
Safety Patrol, Bicycle
Patrol), events (National
Night Out, Mooseheart
Safety Fair) and make
residents aware of
community policing
strategies. Provide a
Public Safety presence
(booth, remarks, flyers)
at District events

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Implementation:
December 2016

Strengthen community
connections

2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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Objective: Create a Foundation
Action

Description

Lead Department

Targets

Community Affairs
Research development Research existing
of a Foundation
governmental
Finance
foundations for
structure, minimum and
legal requirements, and
management options
for a Foundation

April 2016

Report research
findings to
Committees

May 2016

Report results of
research, options,
recommendations and
potential time line,
and seek Commission
direction

Community Affairs

Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
Strengthen community
connections

Finance

Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
Strengthen community
connections

Finalize parameters
Establish 501(c)3, recruit Community Affairs
for District Foundation a board, create bylaws,
based on Commission etc.
Finance
directives

TBD

Establish Foundation

TBD

Begin promotion and
solicitation of funds for
District’s Foundation

Principle(s)

Community Affairs
Finance

Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
Strengthen community
connections
Plan for sustainability
Manage growth
Strengthen community
connections
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Objective: Expand Volunteer Program
Action

Description

Lead Department

Research business and
community groups
to partner with for
volunteer programs

Identify potential
business partners and
community groups to
grow our volunteer
base

Human Resources

Research school and
community groups
to partner with for
volunteer programs

Identify school groups,
clubs, teams and other
organizations to grow
our volunteer base

Human Resources

Targets
Completion Date:
December 2016

Principle(s)
Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Strengthen community
connections
Plan for sustainability

Completion Date:
December 2016

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Strengthen community
connections
Plan for sustainability

Increase number of
site stewards

Develop a volunteer
academy

Expand Adopt-A-Trail
Program

Completion Date(s):
June 2016
June 2017
June 2018
June 2019
June 2020

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas

Human Resources
Develop a robust,
formal training program
for new and seasoned
volunteers. Incorporate
leadership skills,
mission, employees’
expertise (Kane County
Certified Naturalists
program) and provide
consistent training
message

Completion Date:
December 2017

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas

Human Resources

Completion Date
June 2021

The District currently
has 17 sites. Review
program to determine
steward gaps. Recruit
a minimum of 10
additional stewards
over the next 5 years.

Expand existing
program to cover more
than 5-8 miles of trail.
Expand program by
30% over the next 5
years. Identify trails
in need of adoption,
develop a recruitment
plan, and establish
workdays.

2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN

Human Resources

Strengthen community
connections
Plan for sustainability

Strengthen community
connections
Plan for sustainability

Acquire, protect and
preserve natural areas
Strengthen community
connections
Plan for sustainability
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Objective: Evaluate Service Levels and Determine Resource Needs
Action

Description

Evaluate
Community Affairs &
Environmental Affairs
service levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Community Affairs
& Environmental
Education

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Evaluate Finance
service levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Finance

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Evaluate Human
Resources service
levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Human Resources

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Evaluate Natural
Resources service
levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Natural Resources

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Evaluate Operations &
Maintenance service
levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Operations &
Maintenance

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Evaluate Planning &
Development service
levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Planning &
Development

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

Evaluate Public Safety
service levels

Conduct a departmentwide evaluation to
determine functions
and service levels, and
determine options for
resources

Public Safety

Completion Date:
December 2017

Manage growth

152

Lead Department

Targets

Principle(s)

Strengthen community
connections

Strengthen community
connections

Strengthen community
connections

Strengthen community
connections

Strengthen community
connections

Strengthen community
connections

Strengthen community
connections
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Capital Improvement and Maintenance Projects

Capital Improvement & Maintenance
Projects
Capital Improvement
and Maintenance
Projects
FY 2016/17
FY 2017/18
FY 2016/17

FY 2017/18

FY 2018/19
FY 2018/19

FY 2019/20
FY 2019/20

Capital Maintenance Projects:

ADA
Compliance
Capital
Maintenance Projects:
Bridge
Replacements/Repairs*
ADA Compliance
Buildings
Repairs
Bridge Replacements/Repairs*
Drainage
Buildings Consulting
Repairs & Repairs
Infrastructure
Maintenance
Drainage Consulting
& Repairs
Road/Parking
Repaving**
Infrastructure Lot
Maintenance
Restroom
Replacement***
Road/Parking
Lot Repaving**
Trail
Resurfacing
Restroom
Replacement***
Trail Resurfacing

Natural Resources Projects:

Burlington
FP- PrairieProjects:
Recreation
Natural Resources
Dick
YoungFPFP-Prairie
Giant Recreation
Reed Control
Burlington
Dick Young FP- Prairie
Recreation
Giant Reed
Control
Fabyan
EastFPFP- Prairie
Woodland
Enhancement
Dick Young
Recreation
Freeman
FP-FPPrairie
Recreation
Fabyan East
Woodland
Enhancement
Freeman FP- Wetland
Restoration
Prairie Recreation
Freeman FP- Woodland
Enhancement
Wetland Restoration
Helm
Woods
FP- Woodland
Enhancement
Freeman
FP- Woodland
Enhancement
Muirhead
Springs
FP- Wetland
Restoration
Helm Woods
FP- Woodland
Enhancement
Pingree
Grove
FP Wetland
Restoration
Muirhead
Springs
FP- Wetland
Restoration
Pingree Grove FP Wetland Restoration

Subtotal
Subtotal

Subtotal
Subtotal

Total Annual Costs- Maintenance & Restoration Projects
Total Annual Costs- Maintenance & Restoration Projects
Rank Capital Improvement Projects:
Rank Capital Improvement Projects:
Brunner Family & Raceway Woods FPs Pedestrian Connection
1
Johnson's
Mound
N/S Trail Conn.
2
Brunner Family
& Raceway
Woods FPs Pedestrian Connection
1
Settler's
GC Youth
Holes/Bldg.
3
Johnson'sHill
Mound
N/S Trail
Conn.
2
Dick
Young
Lake
RunHoles/Bldg.
FP's Trail Connection
4
Settler's
Hill&GC
Youth
3
Dick Young & Lake Run FP's Trail Connection
4
Burnidge FP Tyler Creek Trail Connection to Randall Rd./Ridge
5
Raceway
Parking
Renovation
6
Burnidge Woods
FP TylerFP
Creek
Traillot
Connection
to Randall Rd./Ridge
5
Fabyan
East Boathouse
7
RacewayFPWoods
FP ParkingRenovation
lot Renovation
6
Big
RockFP
FPEast
Parking/Boat
8
Fabyan
BoathouseAccess
Renovation
7
Buffalo
FP Canoe Access
& Picnic Area
9
Big RockPark
FP Parking/Boat
Access
8
Oakhurst
FP FP
Drive,
Parking
and&Boat
10
Buffalo
Park
Canoe
Access
PicnicRamp
AreaImprovements
9
Rock FP
Exp. Ramp Improvements
11
Oakhurst
FPCamp/Equest.
Drive, Parking Trail
and Boat
10 Big
Total
Capital
Projects
Big -Rock
FP Camp/Equest.
Trail Exp.
11 Costs
Total Costs - Capital Projects

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

$
100,000 $
$
200,000
100,000 $
$
300,000
200,000 $
50,000 $
$
300,000
$
115,000
50,000 $
$
250,000
115,000 $
16,500 $
$
250,000
$
100,000
16,500 $
$ 1,131,500
100,000 $
$ 1,131,500 $

100,000
100,000
300,000
100,000
50,000
300,000
126,500
50,000
250,000
126,500
16,500
250,000
105,000
16,500
1,048,000
105,000
1,048,000

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

100,000
100,000
300,000
100,000
50,000
300,000
139,150
50,000
165,000
139,150
16,500
165,000
110,000
16,500
980,650
110,000
980,650

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

100,000
100,000
300,000
100,000
50,000
300,000
153,065
50,000
170,000
153,065
16,500
170,000
115,000
16,500
1,004,565
115,000
1,004,565

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
Yes
TBD
Yes

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

40,000
20,000
40,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
50,000
20,000
30,000
50,000
30,000
40,000
30,000
40,000
$270,000
$270,000
1,318,000
1,318,000

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

40,000
20,000
40,000
20,000
25,000
20,000
25,000
50,000
20,000
30,000
50,000
30,000
30,000
30,000
$245,000
$245,000
1,225,650
1,225,650

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

15,000
20,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
10,000
25,000
30,000
10,000
30,000
15,000
30,000
30,000
15,000
30,000
$175,000
$175,000
1,179,565
1,179,565

GRANT
GRANT

50,000
40,000
50,000
15,000
40,000
25,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
50,000
20,000
30,000
50,000
30,000
50,000
30,000
75,000
50,000
$385,000
75,000
$385,000
$ 1,516,500
$ 1,516,500

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$

$
$

$
$

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
NA
TBD
TBD
NA
TBD
TBD
NA
TBD
TBD
NA
TBD

*15/16 Brunner -16/17 Fabyan East
*15/16 Brunner
-16/17
Fabyan
EastBurnidge - 17/18 Jon Duerr
**15/16
Johnson's
Mound
- 16/17
***15/16
Fabyan East
& Raceway
**15/16 Johnson's
Mound
- 16/17Woods
Burnidge - 17/18 Jon Duerr
***15/16 Fabyan East & Raceway Woods
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CHAPTER 7 — GUIDELINES & STANDARDS
General Guidelines
The District has developed a general guide to protecting, preserving and managing forest preserve property.
These guidelines are broken down into five categories: maintenance, environmental, facility, partnerships and
programming.

Maintenance and Operational
Carrying Capacity: To prevent deterioration through overuse, maintain safety and provide for a quality visitor
experience, carrying capacities, or maximum numbers of visitors, may be established for facilities. In natural
areas and urban preserves, a wide range of management actions, including possible limitations on use, may be
instituted to ensure the long-term protection of natural resources, functions and to preserve the quality of the
visitor experience.
Asset Maintenance: The District shall strive to provide high-quality maintenance of preserve lands and facilities.
The District shall establish a classification system and associated standards for the maintenance of its preserves
and facilities. These standards shall be applied consistently throughout the District as funding permits. In the
event of budgetary constraints, preserve lands and facilities will be prioritized for reduced maintenance levels.
The District shall develop an asset-inventory and asset-management plan. The fiscal plans and annual budgets of
the District shall reflect the requirements for maintenance of landscapes, facilities and equipment.
Wildfire: The District works cooperatively with other agencies to reduce wildfire hazards, suppress wildfires and
support efforts to protect urban interface areas from the danger of uncontrolled wildfires. The District is strongly
committed to implementing processes that mimic natural processes, including the use of prescribed fire, to
maintain ecological functions in natural areas.
Dogs: The District recognizes the important relationship between preserve visitors and their canine companions.
Through educational and training programs, educational signs and regulatory policy, the District is committed to
a District-wide effort requiring responsible guardianship and well-behaved dogs. Policies on dogs in both natural
and maintained lands are supported by local ordinances in order to protect the land, visitors and wildlife.

Environmental
Environmental Sustainability: The District considers the goal of environmental sustainability in all its
decisions. The District will continue to incorporate these goals in planning, development and maintenance of
preserves and facilities.
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Environmental Assessment: The environmental effects of preserve use and improvement projects shall be
considered in the public decision-making process. Local, state and federal environmental review processes will
be followed when required or appropriate, and consideration of ecological systems will be incorporated into the
planning process through completion of an Environmental Assessment Process.
Resource Protection and Conservation of Landscapes: The District shall protect and restore significant
ecosystems and habitats for native plant and animal species on lands managed for these purposes. Promotion
of biological diversity and protection of endangered species and their associated habitats will be emphasized.
The District is committed to maintaining healthy, safe, diverse and extensive plant and wildlife habitats that
will perpetuate the environmental benefits. Degraded habitat may be restored and trails may be provided to
limit resource damage. On lands managed for their natural and cultural resources, a balance will be maintained
between low-impact recreational opportunities and the need to ensure the long-term protection and stewardship
of these resources. Natural lands provide opportunities for environmental education for visitors, which enhance
their understanding of resource conservation issues.
Wetlands: Recognizing that natural and human-made wetlands are valuable and provide rare and protected
habitat for plant and wildlife communities, recreation amenities, and provide enhancement of water quality;
the District is committed to preserve and protect, where possible, wetlands associated with properties under the
District’s jurisdiction. In cases where wetland destruction cannot be avoided, they shall be restored or replaced.
Wildlife: The District shall employ a full range of alternative wildlife management techniques, using the best
management practices based on experience, research, effectiveness and ecological responsibility. Cooperation
with other jurisdictions and public involvement in management decisions will be emphasized. The District will
comply with all municipal, state and federal regulations, rules and administrative policies with regard to wildlife
management and habitat protection, while balancing the value of preserving the recreational opportunities
provided by urban open-space lands. Landscapes and facilities must also incorporate goals of minimizing
attractants (trash, compost, fruit trees) for wildlife that lives in the urban interface areas. Minimizing attractants
reduces the potential for conflict between wildlife and humans, encourages a policy of co-existence with wildlife
species that inhabit the urban interface environments and enhances public safety.
Storm Water Management: The District follows best-management practices as established by the
Environmental Protection Agency and complies with all local and state regulations governing the discharge of
storm water during the construction phase of all projects in order to protect water quality and prevent erosion.
Project design will also address the appropriate management of the rate, quality and quantity of storm water
discharge from the developed site.
Recycling: The District encourages and supports recycling efforts in its facilities and at special events, and
promotes the use of products and services that are durable, repairable, reusable, recyclable or otherwise represent
a low-waste solution, including the recycling of organic waste.
Energy Conservation: The District will promote energy conservation through its choices of building and
landscape designs, building materials and the use of renewable energy sources wherever possible. The District
will choose fuel-efficient hybrid vehicles as appropriate and will pursue the latest in technological advancements
in furthering the use of renewable energy sources.
Air Pollution: The District seeks to contribute to the reduction of air pollution by selecting power equipment
that is energy efficient and produces lower emissions.
Environmental Education: The District supports numerous public education programs that promote an
environmentally aware and sensitive attitude among visitors and encourage a strong stewardship ethic towards
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN

155

natural and cultural resources. The District strives for excellence in its environmental education programs in
order to build understanding of natural processes and human interactions with nature, not only incorporated in
the programming but also supplying educational information at local preserves and at events when appropriate.
Public Access to Public Lands: Public access to public lands shall be provided except where necessary to
protect such areas from unacceptable degradation, unacceptable impact to habitat, or to protect public safety.
The District strives to balance long-term protection of natural resources and functions, while providing for
appropriate visitor access for education, enjoyment and low-impact recreational opportunities consistent with
resource protection goals.
Alternate Modes of Transportation: The District seeks to promote the use of alternative modes of
transportation, including biking and walking. By providing a system of biking and walking trails throughout
the county, the District will be fighting the deterioration of air quality and also relieving traffic and parking
congestion around the preserves. The District will continue to coordinate with the county and other local
agencies to develop specific programs that could include education, information, design features, guided bicycle
tours of facilities, and incorporating alternative mode opportunities in future designs.

Facilities and Resources
Adequate Facilities and Services: District facilities and services for existing and new development should
be designed, developed, renovated, refurbished and maintained consistent with the adopted District services
guidelines, management plans, recommendations and priorities of the District’s Comprehensive Master Plan, and
financial priorities set in the District operating budget and capital improvements program. The District will work
to ensure that budget requests are set at levels that are commensurate with the costs of acquiring and developing
open space and facilities in order to support the provision of services to meet the demands of community growth.
Before approving the development of new facilities, funds for operations and maintenance must be identified.
Facilities Locations: Forest preserves and facilities should be distributed throughout the community to the
extent possible so that all segments of the population have reasonable access to services.
Encroachments: The District shall resist by all appropriate means, including legal action, any attempt by
any public agency, group or individual to destroy or encroach upon any property, historical site and natural
area facility under the control of the District. The District considers its responsibilities to the citizens to be
in the nature of a public trust, requiring commitment to the preservation and protection of natural, cultural,
horticultural and recreational resources located on forest preserve lands. The District shall enlist the aid of an
enlightened and alert citizenry in support of this policy. Whenever possible, preserve boundaries should be
prominently marked, fenced or designed around natural features to prevent encroachments. Encroachments into
preserves from adjacent property owners will be examined and managed on a preserve-by-preserve basis.

Public/Private Partnerships
Community Responsiveness: High-use facilities to serve the needs of larger groups shall be provided in certain
preserves to lessen impacts on natural areas. Typically these facilities will be located for ease of automotive and
alternative transportation access and be located to best serve a broader population.
Multi-Use: Flexible and multi-purpose use of public lands and facilities shall be emphasized in evaluating the
potential use of preserves as well as in the design and development.
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Design Consideration: Preserves and facilities shall provide a balanced range of opportunities consistent with
the sustainable and appropriate use of the site and shall be designed in a manner that responds to the needs of the
intended users and the natural environment. The District will strive for design excellence in all new and redeveloped
facilities. Preserve design should be sensitive to the natural features of the site and the character of the surrounding
built environment, incorporating natural features and integrating the local ecology whenever possible.
Access Linkages: The District will work with the county Division of Transportation in incorporating the use of
tributaries/greenways to help assure safe pedestrian and bicycle access to preserves and other destinations.
Interagency Cooperation: The District will cooperate closely and engage in joint planning efforts with other
county departments, municipalities, and state and federal conservation and wildlife management agencies to
coordinate land management policies, provide opportunities, and develop a coherent system of public lands to
serve area residents. Regional cooperation is imperative to providing services and increased interconnections
among communities.
Citizen Involvement and Public Process: The District recognizes the rights of citizens to play a role in
government decisions that affect their lives and property. The District is committed to communicating effectively
with the public, to provide opportunities for citizen participation and neighborhood involvement, and to conduct
business in an open and transparent manner.
Safety: Facilities and programs shall have operating plans that dictate safety procedures. Controlled-access
areas, such as special event centers, will have staff to ensure that the facility is safe to use. Staff will be trained
to conduct their work assignments in a safe manner. Preserve and facility design and construction shall be
guided by recommendations from a variety of sources, including the United States Consumer Product Safety
Commission, National Playground Safety Standards, manufacturers’ instructions and other safety sources. Safety
inspections of lands and facilities will be made according to District procedures and risk-management plan.
Accessibility and Inclusion: The District is committed to providing full access for all residents to its programs,
services and facilities, in conformance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
Necessary modifications to existing facilities will be a priority as funds are available for renovation and
refurbishment. Accessibility will be emphasized when designing, developing and renovating facilities.

Preserve Use and Programming
Use of Facilities and Preserve Lands By Non-profit and Volunteer Organizations: Preserves and facilities may
be used by non-profit and volunteer organizations at a discounted rate or without a fee if their event or program
assists or is consistent with the District’s Mission. A proposal outlining the event, its purpose, target audience,
expected number of participants, fees and staffing will be submitted to the executive director a minimum of four
weeks before the event.
Fund Raising: The District allows non-profit agencies to sponsor fund raising events in approved locations.
Agencies must comply with all District event policies.
Volunteers: The District encourages the teamwork of paid staff and volunteers so that users of our preserves and
facilities are offered the best possible service. The District shall develop and administer programs to encourage
and coordinate community participation in programs, and the care and maintenance of preserves and facilities.
Special Events: The District works with groups and individuals to hold special events subject to the following
guidelines:
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•
•

The frequency of events does not preempt regular public use of the area
The event is held in an appropriate area for the anticipated size of the event and expected attendance,
and does not affect a neighborhood on a continuing basis
Environmental, safety and public health concerns are addressed
Requests by District residents are given preference
Event holders comply with all city/county special-event policies
Events proposed for sites contiguous to natural lands will be reviewed for environmental impacts by the
Department of Natural Resources and must be approved by the Executive Director
Contracts may be required for special events and contract fees should at least cover all direct costs to the
District

•
•
•
•
•

Use of Forest Preserves and Facilities for Private Profit/Gain: Facilities provided by the District are for the
public good and are not intended for private profit. Activities for private gain will not be allowed when they
interfere with the conduct of District activities or general use by the public. Such activities may be allowed
through a formal agreement or permit process with an appropriate fee. These activities will not be allowed if the
District is already providing or sponsoring a similar program.

Detailed Guidelines
The Forest Preserve District will continue to acquire, restore, improve and protect District-owned land and
natural areas within the county. During the process of preserving and restoring this land, the District has found
it necessary to develop a more-detailed set of guidelines to assist the District in protecting land. The growth of
Kane County will continue to shed light on new situations that are outside the realm of the District’s current
guidelines, and as the growth continues, the District will continue to develop new and more-detailed guidelines
to help protect and preserve the County’s natural areas. The following is a more-detailed set of guidelines.

Wetland Protection and Management Guidelines
Wetlands: The term wetlands means “those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support under normal circumstances the prevalence of vegetation typically
adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs and similar
areas.”
Wetland Function: Wetlands function as natural sponges that trap and slowly release surface water, rain,
snowmelt, groundwater and floodwater. Trees, root mats and other wetland vegetation slow the speed of
floodwaters and distribute them more slowly over the floodplain. This combined water storage and braking
action lowers flood heights and reduces erosion. Wetlands within and downstream of urban areas are particularly
valuable, counteracting the greatly increased rate and volume of surface water runoff from pavement and
buildings. The holding capacity of wetlands helps control floods and prevents water logging of crops. Preserving
and restoring wetlands, together with other water retention, can often provide the level of flood control
otherwise provided by expensive dredge operations and levees.
Wetlands and Runoff: Since wetlands are typically the lowest area on the landscape, they often receive runoff
from surrounding land. Runoff (sometimes called “storm water” or “nonpoint source pollution”) is caused by
rainfall or snow melt moving over and through the ground. Runoff carries natural and manmade pollutants into
low areas, such as wetlands, lakes and streams, and eventually into groundwater. The quality of wetlands and
other water resources is related to the quality of the environment contributing to these waters.
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Kane County Creeks & Greenways Map
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Untreated Runoff Impacts to Wetlands: Untreated runoff from agricultural land, urban areas and other sources
is a leading cause of water-quality impairment. Siltation, pollutants, excess nutrients and changes to water flows,
such as more-frequent inundation and increased turbidity, are responsible for most of the impacts to wetlands
from runoff. Impacts to wetlands have resulted in consequences, such as changed species composition, increased
pollutant loadings (e.g., heavy metals) and replacement of complex wetland systems with less-desired open
water. Modifications of wetlands associated with some runoff-management practices have resulted in significant
impacts to wetlands.
Wetland Uses: Wetlands have a natural water-quality improvement function, and more often, they are being
used to treat runoff from urban areas, agricultural lands and other pollutant sources. Care needs to be taken not
to overload wetlands with more runoff than they can safely handle without contamination or reducing their
ability to function. There are many ways to protect and restore wetlands and riparian areas, and one way is to
address runoff. While wetlands do provide valuable water-quality protection for downstream rivers and lakes,
decisions that might route runoff into wetlands, either inadvertently or by design, should be carefully evaluated,
and adequate wetlands protection should be provided, including avoidance of the wetlands, use of bestmanagement practices (BMPs) and monitoring to observe how well the BMPs work.
Management Pre-Treat Storm Water Guidelines: In an effort to continue to protect our natural resources, the
following issues should be addressed before improvements can be made that might change the quality of runoff
into wetlands, change in daily flow rate, change in event flow rate, change of concentration of flow, or ways to
prevent nutrient overloading or contamination, and easements to manage storm water structures/improvements.

Greenway Planning Guidelines
Greenways are a linear form of natural area or open space. They are typically a vegetative buffer located along
streams and water bodies used to protect water quality and prevent disturbance adjacent to these streams
and water bodies. The vegetated buff also slows down water velocity allowing the water to infiltrate into the
ground, thus preventing sediment and chemicals contained in the water runoff from adjacent land uses, such as
agriculture or urban development from reaching surface waters.
Aside from protecting these natural resources, greenways can take on multiple roles with in a community. Some
greenways are created for recreational activities such as hiking, biking, in-line skating, jogging, running and
strolling. In addition, they provide a means of getting from place to place without a car, going to school, a friend’s
home, the library, a restaurant or work. Greenways provide a safe alternative to streets because they are separated
from automobile routes, and they provide a more scenic atmosphere for the user. Also, greenways provide a
buffer from noise and air pollution for the user.
The establishment of a greenway creates the opportunity for restoration of cultural and natural resources, and
creates a link between various conservation areas to allow for the movement of wildlife species. Once a greenway
is created, the resources within it receive increased protection. In many cases, these resources have been impacted
by previous and continuous disturbances. Because these areas are now being protected, the benefits will be
endless. Greenways also provide a great opportunity for environmental education. Learning about the natural
and cultural resources in the greenway, including its ecosystems, history and natural dynamics will educate users
as to the values behind its creation and the benefits it will provide. The purpose of greenway planning for the
District is to assist city and County governments in the master-planning design-construction and management
of greenways within the county while balancing the values of preservation, restoration, water quality, recreation
and education:
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Values
Preservation: Identify and preserve valuable cultural and natural resources
Restoration: Restore sections of ecosystems damaged by adverse impacts of human activity, including invasive
exotic species, previous land uses and water-management practices
Water Quality: Protect and improve the water quality of rivers, streams, tributaries and other water resources
Recreation: Plan and design recreation to allow all people the ability to experience the natural environment in
a responsible manner. Construct and manage recreational amenities with minimal impact on the cultural and
natural resources.
Education: Educate to increase the awareness and understanding of the importance of greenways and the
protection of our natural resources
Implementation: Implement all stages of a greenway
•

Regional Plan - A regional plan ensures that an individual community’s Comprehensive Master Plan
works with and compliments the Comprehensive Master Plans of adjacent communities. A greenway
segment is an important component of a regional plan and may become a component of a larger
greenway plan for the region.

•

Greenway Master Plan - The greenway Comprehensive Master Plan focuses on the greenway segment
and its relationship to the surrounding region. The Comprehensive Master Plan identifies areas for
preservation, restoration, water quality improvements, education and recreation. The plan describes
elements and facilities included within the plan, examines the relationship between the elements and
their general location.

•

Design and Construction - The design and construction phase involves detailed design of site elements,
development of construction documents and construction of the elements within the greenway plan.

•

Management Plan -The most important of the phases, the management plan should be developed
concurrently with the Comprehensive Master Plan and construction documents. The management
approach of the greenway may affect the design.

The District works cooperatively with Kane County and all municipal agencies in the protection of our
water resources and accepting greenways. The Fox River and its tributaries, along with the tributaries of the
Kishwaukee River, are Kane County’s greatest natural assets. The District is in the process of refining its role
as the landholder in the partnerships to create greenways and water management areas as land-use changes are
made and development continues.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Guidelines
Many aspects to planning and design contribute to the successful uses of walking and bicycle paths. To promote
walking and bicycling, a transportation network must take into account all modes by which people can be
mobile. In the same context that a street network provides connection for people to work, live, shop and recreate
using the automobile, a good path and trail network can do the same for pedestrians and bicyclists. In order for
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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pedestrians and bicyclists to replace their cars with alternative modes of transportation, the destinations to their
activities must be within a reasonable distance from their home.
Kane County has a significant network of local and regional trails. In August of 2000 the Kane/Kendall
Council of Mayors, Kane County Division of Transportation and the Forest Preserve District of Kane County
initiated a bicycle/pedestrian planning study. This study recognized that the primary mode of transportation is
the automobile, but that many residents elect to use alternative modes of transportation to commute to work,
run errands and recreate. A wide range of users share these local and regional trails, and the residents have
recognized the advantages of the trails for a variety of uses.
The bikeways in Kane County are divided into two categories for ease of classification and description. For the
purposes of this Comprehensive Master Plan the trails are divided into local and regional trails.
Local Trails: A local trail is typically a smaller trail used for local recreation or destinations. It is generally less
than three miles in length and serves one community or single neighborhood. Another type of local trail is an
internal trail within a park or forest preserve. It is not linked to a larger bikeway system, although it may offer
the opportunity for linkages in the future.
Regional Trails: A regional trail is typically more than three miles in length and crosses into more than one
municipal jurisdiction. A regional trail typically links bicyclists to destinations via long, street-separated trails
that can be used for both commuting and recreational rides.
The District is a strong supporter of the Kane County Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan and currently hosts a
quarterly meeting with all the partners to discuss the updates and progress each community is making toward
the goals set out by the Kane County Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan adopted in December 2002.
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Kane County Trail System Map
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Proposed Cross Sections
The District has developed several cross sections of the trails that show the proposed trail standard policy.
Trail Cross-Section 1: The ideal trail corridor will be a minimum of 23-feet wide with a 10-foot paved trail for
hikers and bikers, and a second four-foot-wide limestone screenings trail for horses. This cross-section will only
exist when equestrian use is adjacent to a regional bike trail.
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Trail Cross-Section 2: The ideal trail corridor will be a maximum of 20-feet wide with a 10-foot-wide screening
trail that will accommodate all users of the forest preserve. This cross-section will be used to establish a primary
trail system throughout the preserve into which the secondary trails tie.
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Trail Cross-Section 3: Secondary or Mowed Trail - The ideal trail corridor will be a 10-foot-wide mowed
corridor that will allow the trail users to get closer to and view the protected natural areas within the preserves.
The mowed trails will allow the District to re-route trails during parts of the year to assist in the restoration and
protection of natural resources.
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Trail Cross-Section 4: On-Road Trail - The ideal trail corridor will be a four-foot wide, limestone screening
shoulder that will allow the trail users to ride alongside the preserve roads when the trail runs parallel to and
adjoins the road. This cross-section will only exist when equestrian and trail use is adjacent to a forest preserve
interior road.
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Equestrian Trail System Use Guidelines
The District is committed to providing an open-space experience for every type of user, including visitors with
horses. Before heading out to one of the preserves on a horse, please review the equestrian access guidelines
below. Cooperation and compliance with the listed guidelines is essential to ensuring forest preserve resource
protection and a safe and enjoyable experience for everyone using the trails.
Most horseback riders are observant of the rules, understanding that all recreational use on preserves must be
consistent with natural-resource protection and preservation, whether the users are hikers, equestrians, runners,
families, bicyclists or dog-walkers.
For all types of users, compliance with the rules ensures that everyone using the trails has an enjoyable
experience. When horseback riders disregard the rules, they jeopardize being welcome on preserves. Horse
owners that model appropriate use while on the preserves show respect for others and the land.
Sharing the Space
The District allows recreational use consistent with resource protection and preservation. Hikers, bicyclists,
equestrians, runners, small children, senior citizens, dog walkers, photographers, people in wheelchairs, bird
watchers and other nature-study groups are all out on the trails exploring open space. To help make this work,
each user should keep in mind the needs of others. The following are guidelines to be followed during equestrian
use within the District preserves:
Public Awareness
•
•
•

Be friendly toward other trail users. Present a good image of equestrian trail users.
Do not drink alcohol.
Have control of your horse at all times. If necessary, dismount and lead your horse through areas of high
activity. If you remain mounted, proceed no faster than a walk.
Respect private property. Get permission from landowners to use their land. Leave gates as you find
them, and don’t bother livestock. Never cut fences.
It is recommended that all trail riders carry third-party liability insurance. Check with your agent.
Any child under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult.
The right-of-way rule is that bikers yield to hikers, and both bikers and hikers yield to horses. Although
this is considered a trail rule, common courtesy and common sense should prevail and apply on all trails.
Please abide by all NO HORSE and NO TRESPASSING signs, and please stay on the designated
trails. There are some areas where the private landowners do not permit access to horses. They have
marked these areas with signs please do not abuse their generosity.
No rough riding or racing.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Awareness
•

Do not litter. What you carried in, please carry out. Also, if you have room, pick up what others have left
behind.
Do not smoke while riding.
Do not damage crops. Access to farmland does not mean galloping across planted fields. Carefully ride
single file around the edge of any crops, or stay on a path. This also applies to lawns while riding in
residential areas.
Stay on the trail path. Deviations from the path lead to unnecessary destruction of vegetation.
Be courteous to other users. Equestrians are expected to remove their horse’s manure from the trail
surface.

•
•
•
•
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•
•

Clean up after yourself. We are not equipped to manage horse waste left in the parking areas, so please
clean it up and pack it out with you, or place it in the dumpster, if provided.
Never allow your horse to damage trees by chewing or pawing while tied at rest stops. If your horse does
damage to a tree, you will be expected to replace the tree at a fee of $150.

The following is from the American Horse Council State Horse Council Advisory Committee meeting, Nov. 3,
2001:
“The American Equestrian Trails Community is united in the preservation of our cultural heritage of the use of
horses and pack stock on wild lands. We are committed to the stewardship of lands we use, and to the practice
of conservation of our natural and cultural resources. Further, we are committed to fostering land ethics that
harmonize the relationship between equestrians and the lands on which we ride. As responsible equestrian trail
users, we promote conservation education, encourage shared trail use and trail etiquette, practice volunteerism
and work to develop and enhance positive relationships among equestrian, other trail users and landowners/
managers. We influence administrative land legislative decisions that affect the equestrian trail community. We
seek to enhance opportunities for trail development. We also serve as a resource for information on equestrian
trail values, uses and needs.”
Trail Etiquette
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Remember the trail is shared by hikers, bikers, walkers and other users.
Keep right except to pass.
Allow space on the left for others to pass.
Announce passing to other users. Pass with caution.
Slow down when approaching or passing others; give a friendly warning and pass safely. Be cautious of
corners and blind spots.
Move off paved trail when stopped.
Please yield to law enforcement, maintenance and emergency vehicles.
Respect private property.
Heed all signs.
Follow the trail’s directional signs.
Read and obey all rules and regulations posted at staging areas.
Ride on designated open trails only and respect trail closures.
Don’t litter.
Leave no trace. Clean up after yourself. Pack out what you pack in.
Do not ride on trails during or after heavy rains. Do not create your own trails.
Respect native plants.
Do not disturb wildlife; give animals extra room.

Because trail-riding activities take place outside the confines of the training pen, many unpredictable factors
affect you and your horse. This situation requires the implementation of common sense, rider etiquette, safety
guidelines and trail-ride rules. All of them should be practiced whether you ride alone, with a small group or
with a large number of other trail riders.
The District currently allows horseback riding to occur in several preserves, making up approximately 65 miles
of trails. The some of these preserves provide places for visitors with trailers to park. The trails are currently made
up of a system of old farm lanes, mowed trail and foot trails. Trails are multiple-use trails enjoyed by many other
types of visitors, including walkers, runners, dog walkers and bicyclists. Each trail user is expected to adhere to
the “share the trail” etiquette in yielding to other user groups. Although pedestrians and bicyclists are generally
expected to yield to horseback riders, common sense should prevail, understanding that all parties should have
the awareness to yield in all situations.
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As equestrians share forest preserve multipurpose trails with others who want to enjoy the outdoors, please use
common sense and courtesy.

Off-Leash Dog Area Use Guidelines
The District is committed to providing an open-space experience for every type of user, including visitors with
dogs. Before heading out to one of the dog-friendly preserves with a dog, please review the dog access guidelines
below.
Cooperation and compliance with the listed guidelines is essential for ensuring dog-access resource protection
and a safe, enjoyable experience for everyone using the trails.
Most dog owners are observant of the rules, understanding that all recreational use on preserves must be
consistent with natural resource protection and preservation, whether the users are hikers, equestrians, runners,
families, bicyclists or dog-walkers.
For all types of users, compliance with the rules ensures that everyone using the trails has an enjoyable
experience. When pet owners disregard the rules, they jeopardize dogs being welcome on preserves. Dog owners
that model appropriate use while on the preserves show respect for others and the land.
Sharing the Space
The District allows recreational use consistent with resource protection and preservation. Hikers, bicyclists,
equestrians, runners, small children, senior citizens, dog walkers, photographers, people in wheelchairs, bird
watchers and other nature-study groups are all out on the trails exploring open space. To help make multiple-use
areas work, each user should keep in mind the needs of others. Visitors with dogs should give other hikers the
right-of-way. Be aware that many people are afraid of dogs. Also, give horses the right-of-way. Move off the trail
far enough to allow horses to pass. Communicate with others, and keep the dog quiet and under control.
Aurora West Forest Preserve: Visitors can let their dog off-leash in the 50 acres in the center of the preserve.
In this area, visitors must have a leash in their possession and their dog must be in view and under voice or hand
control. Dogs must be kept on leash to and from the off-leash area.
Fox River Bluff West Forest Preserve: Visitors can let their dogs off-leash in the entire preserve. Visitors must
have a leash in their possession and their dog must be in view and under control. Dogs must be kept on leash to
and from the parking area.
Waste cleanup: Dog waste can pose a health hazard and a public nuisance. Do not leave waste in the preserves.
Bag it and pack it out with you. Do not leave bagged waste at the preserve or outside preserve restrooms.
Leaving bagged waste is considered littering.
Other: Visitors may have no more than three dogs per person within areas where dogs are allowed on District
preserves. Dogs are not allowed in any District water areas, including streams or ponds.
District Regulations for Dog Use: The District follows a set of regulations that are strictly enforced by the
District Department of Public Safety, including the following ordinance:
Ordinance No. FP-O-08-95-213
General Use Regulation Ordinance of the Forest Preserve District of Kane County, Illinois
Chapter V - Regulation of Personal Conduct and Behavior
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No person or organization, other than the District in its capacity as a municipal corporation, shall engage in the
following activities, upon or in connection with any property of the District;
Section 7 – Control and Treatment of Animals.
a.

Bring in, lead or carry any dog that is unleashed or on a leash longer than ten (10) feet, except at those
areas designated by the President for dog training, and then only in accordance with the rules and
regulations duly promulgated for the control of such area or areas;

b.

Willfully or negligently cause or allow or release any animal or fowl, wild or domestic pet, to run or
remain at large, except within those areas designated by the President, and then only in accordance with
the rules and regulations duly promulgated for the control of such area or areas;

c.

Torture, whip, beat or cruelly treat or neglect any animal;

d.

Bring in, drive, ride or lead in any animal, except that horses and other beasts of burden and draft
animals may be ridden led or driven ahead of vehicles attached thereto on such portions of the forest
preserve, or part thereof, designated as a nature preserve or nature area or historic site, without written
permission of the president unless such animal is kept confined within a closed vehicle or trailer;

e.

Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit the controlled use of certain animals approved
by the President for purposes of public safety, such as, but not limited to, the protection of District
property or the protection of employees in the performance of their duties of search and rescue.

Benefits of These Basic Guidelines
Protecting Public Safety
Keeping your dog on a leash ensures that dogs will not startle other unsuspecting visitors who may also be using
the preserve and helps reduce conflicts with other users. It also lessens the chance that another visitor or dog may
be bitten, no matter how unlikely it may seem to occur.
Protecting Wildlife
The open space preserves provide permanent sanctuaries for native wildlife and vegetation. As pressures from
the expanding human population increase, the preserves become even more important as refuges for wildlife.
Nesting birds, stream life, reptiles and mammals depend on the protection of open space. Harmful interactions
between dogs and wildlife have been reported on public lands. Interactions such as harassing, chasing or
attacking can be very stressful to wildlife and are not allowed on District lands. Cooperating with these
guidelines helps reduce the impact of domestic animals on wildlife and the environment.
Protecting your Dog
Leashes can keep dogs safe from wildlife and wildlife safe from dogs. Dogs may encounter coyote, raccoons, deer,
rabbits or other animals, and behave in a way that places them in danger. Leashes also protect dogs from other
dogs. For the protection of wildlife and canine companions, keep dogs on leash.
Dogs must be on leash at all times except in the designated off-leash area at Aurora West and Fox River Bluff
West Forest Preserves. The leash must be held by a person responsible for the dog and must be made of material
and construction sufficient to restrain the dog. Electronic or other “invisible leashes” do not meet the District’s
leash requirement.
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No person shall allow or have a dog on District lands, unless the dog is at all times under control and on a leash
not to exceed 10 feet or on a self-retracting leash with a maximum extended length of 25 feet. The self-retracting
leash must have the capability of being retracted and locked in a position not to exceed 10 feet. Within a
designated area, no person shall have or allow a dog on a lead greater than 10 feet when:
a.
Within 100 feet of any parking area, trailhead, picnic area, campground, horse stable, public roadway,
restroom, visitor center, ranger station or other place or structure of public assembly;
b.
Within 50 feet of any person that is not the person or persons who entered District lands with the dog; or
c.
Within 50 feet of any District protected water area.

Snowmobile Use Guidelines
Kane County winters are very unpredictable, and when there is enough snow for snowmobiling, everyone is anxious to ride.
Respecting others and correct safety procedures are essential if snowmobiling use is to continue to grow and give hours of
enjoyment as a leisure-time recreational activity. Snowmobiles must share the same routes and areas as other trail users.
Common sense and courtesy will provide a safe and pleasant experience for everyone. The following guidelines are for
everyone’s benefit:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Respect the rights of all winter recreational users to enjoy the beauty of the winter wonderland.
Do not ride while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Do not ride on public or private property without permission unless you are on a designated trail route.
Keep to the right when meeting another winter trail user.
Yield the right-of-way to traffic moving downhill.
Slow down and use caution when approaching or overtaking another.
Follow trail-use signs and stay on designated trails.
Stay on marked trails, roads or areas open to snowmobiles. Do not snowmobile where prohibited.
When stopping, move over to one side, and do not block the trail.
Do not disturb wildlife and natural areas. Please respect areas posted to protect wildlife and natural area
habitats.
Pack out everything you packed in, and do not litter.
Obey all federal, state and local rules regulating the operation of snowmobiles.

The District does not plan, construct or maintain snowmobile trails. Although there are designated trail
routes through forest preserves, the snowmobile trails in Kane County are the result of local club efforts. The
snowmobile clubs provide the efforts in obtaining landowner permission, trail marking and trail grooming.
The District acts as a land owner in this situation and allows routes to be planned through preserves for trail
connections.

Accessibility Guidelines
Americans with Disabilities Act Transition Plan
The following document is the District’s preserve and facility improvement plan to comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA). This document is considered a transition plan, and an important step in this
transition is to evaluate how the District is serving the needs of the disabled. When Congress enacted The
Americans with Disabilities Act, the basic intent was clear that reasonable equal-access opportunities must
be provided to those with disabilities. We are met with the responsibilities to provide a reasonable level of
accessibility for individuals with varying levels of abilities. While there are no requirements within the ADA
that mandate any spatial requirements relative to the size of any particular type of preserve and/or facility, the
act does mandate that forest preserve areas and facilities be reasonably accessible and usable to all populations.
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In order to develop standards for the District, the Planning department will use the Recommendations for
Accessibility Guidelines: Recreational Facilities and Outdoor Develop Areas published by The Architectural and
Transportation Barriers Compliance Board, Recreation Access Advisory Committee.
For state and local governments and any public accommodation that would include the District and its
programs, the ADA requires that all:
•
•
•

Newly constructed buildings and facilities must be readily accessible.
Renovation or alteration of existing buildings and facilities must be readily accessible.
Barriers to accessibility in existing buildings and facilities must be removed when it is “readily
achievable.”

Some of the minimum requirements include but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•

One accessible route from site access point, such as a parking lot to a primary accessible entrance, must
be provided. A ramp with a slope of no greater than 1:6 for a length of no greater than two feet may be
used as part of this route; otherwise a slope of maximum 1:12 is allowed.
One accessible public entrance must be provided.
If toilets are provided, then one accessible unisex toilet facility must be provided along an accessible
route.
Only the publicly used spaces on the level of the accessible entrance must be made accessible.
Any displays and written information should be located where they can be seen by a seated individual
and should provide information accessible to the blind.

Removal of Barriers
The ADA requires that all public accommodations, programs and facilities of state and local governments must
remove architectural and communication barriers. An architectural barrier is a physical barrier to access, such as
steps, narrow doors, etc. A communication barrier is one that is an integral part of the physical structure of the
facility, including telephones mounted too high or the absence of Braille markings on signs.
In many cases the removal of these barriers is not difficult. The District needs to create an overall policy and
develop a plan that will prioritize the removal of these barriers.
Outdoor Recreation Facilities
The special Programs and Populations Branch of the National Park Service working in conjunction with the
United States Forest Service has published a very clear, concise document outlining the methods that can be
used to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act pertaining to outdoor recreation facilities. The “Design
Guide for Accessible Outdoor Recreation” contains specific guidelines for creating accessible campgrounds,
restroom facilities, picnic areas, trails, equestrian centers, docks, piers and other outdoor recreation areas.
The concept that the District should adopt is that any outdoor recreational facility should be accessible
consistently with the level of improvements existing or proposed at any facility. The above-mentioned guide will
be used to establish a framework of direction for new and retrofitted preserve sites and facilities requiring that all
visitors should have the opportunity to participate in programs and services to the highest level of access feasible
for persons with disabilities, when compared to that offered other visitors.
Highly developed sites with parking lots, restrooms, structures for public gatherings and recreational facilities,
such as nature centers, fishing, and cultural or historic centers should have highly developed routes for
accessibility. Natural areas with limited development and limited recreational facilities should have the minimum
of accessible routes to the site.
2015 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN
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Forest Preserve ADA Transition Plan
1.
The “Design Guide for Accessible Outdoor Recreation” will be the guideline used by the District in
planning all new preserve facilities.
2.
The District will complete an audit of both architectural and communication barriers in all existing
preserves.
3.
Once the audit is complete, the District will prioritize the list of improvements needed and implement a
plan for the removal of these barriers
Historic Preservation Guidelines
Historic barns and agricultural structures symbolize the distinctive Kane County values of heritage, hard work,
productivity and stewardship. They are witnesses to the role of agriculture in the County’s image, history and its
economy, and they serve as scenic landmarks for residents and visitors alike.
The District works closely with Kane County to preserve the character of the County through the preservation
of historic landscapes and structures. The District will continue to work with the County Historic Preservation
Commission as it continues to acquire properties with historic landscapes and structures.
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