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I. Call to Order 
The Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee meeting was held Tuesday, 
September 24, 2019 at 2:00 PM at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 
320, Geneva, IL 60134.  The meeting was opened by Chairman Mark Davoust at 2:00 PM. 

Attendee Name:    Status: 

Chairman Mark Davoust Present 

Commissioner Theresa Barreiro Absent 

Commissioner Matt Hanson Absent 

Commissioner John Hoscheit Present 

President Michael Kenyon Present 

Commissioner Bill Lenert Present 

Commissioner Anita Lewis Absent 

Commissioner John Martin Present 

Commissioner Penny Wegman Present 

 

Others Present: 

Commissioner Kious 

Monica Meyers, Executive Director, Ken J. Stanish, Chief Financial Officer, Ken Anderson, Jr., 
Chief of Planning and Operations, Ben Haberthur, Director of Natural Resource 
Management, John Goreth, Director of Operations, Laurie Metanchuk, Director of 
Community Affairs, Mike Gilloffo, Director of Public Safety, Anna Marano, Buyer, Dave 
Petschke, Accounting Manager, Jerry Hodge, Attorney, Ellen J. Maglio, Recording Secretary  

II. Approval of Minutes from August 27, 2019 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: John Martin, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner 
AYES: Mark Davoust, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, John Martin, Penny Wegman 
ABSENT: Theresa Barreiro, Matt Hanson, John Hoscheit, Anita Lewis 

III. Public Comment (Each speaker is limited to three minutes)  None. 

IV. Bids and Proposals 

A. Presentation and Approval of a One-Year Extension for Fuel Purchases  

The District worked with County staff in October of 2018 to be included on the joint fuel bid that 
included the City of Aurora, KDOT and various other County departments.  The original contract 
was for a one year-period, ending on December 1, 2019, with an option to extend for two 
additional one-year periods.  
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The bid was structured so that the base cost of the fuel is determined from the OPIS rack pricing 
on the date of the delivery, plus the quoted per-gallon mark-up contained within the bid. Due to 
the District having smaller tanks (500-1,500 gallons), the mark-up quoted by the vendors was 
higher as compared to the County, which takes full semi-loads, each delivery.  The vendor is holding 
its mark-up fee rates constant for the extension year.  The one-year extension to the current 
agreement with Blu Petroleum, Inc. of Mundelein, IL is to provide the District with unleaded 
gasoline at a mark-up of $.13 per gallon and B5 biodiesel with a mark-up of $.15 per gallon.  
Within the various departmental accounts, a total of $147,700 is budgeted in the current fiscal 
year for fuel. 

DISCUSSION:  None. 

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS]  
TO: FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 10/4/2019 8:30 AM 
MOVER: Penny Wegman, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner 
AYES: Mark Davoust, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, John Martin, Penny Wegman 
ABSENT: Theresa Barreiro, Matt Hanson, John Hoscheit, Anita Lewis 

B. Presentation and Approval of a Bid for a Replacement Vehicle for Use by the Public Safety 
Department  

The practice of using a four-wheel drive utility vehicle in the Public Safety Department was 
started ten years ago.  They have proven to be very suitable to our unique patrol needs.  The 
pick-up trucks have a stout suspension, utilitarian interior, and a robust electrical system to meet 
the needs of the auxiliary equipment installed in these vehicles, they have the ability to tow our 
snowmobile, utility and ATV trailers.  Having a crew cab and utility box in the bed, they are also 
sufficient to meet the space needs for equipment and officer comfort, during an eight- hour shift. 

It is proposed to purchase the replacement, a 2020 Ford F-150 4X4 Police Responder pick-up 
truck, from Sutton Ford of Matteson, Illinois, under the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative 
contract, number 179.  The total purchase price would be $43,217.  Additionally, new equipment 
and labor to transfer reusable equipment from the retired vehicle is $5,099.24 from 
Communications Direct in Batavia. The total cost for the vehicle and equipment transfer is not to 
exceed $ 48,316.24. 
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Funds totaling $45,468 were budgeted in the FY19/20 fiscal year for a replacement vehicle for 
Squad #219, a 2013 Ford Explorer. Funds totaling $45,468 are available in the Automotive 
Equipment account, and the remainder funds from the Contingency Funds, for this vehicle 
purchase and equipment transfer an expense totaling $48,316.24.  

DISCUSSION:  President Kenyon asked how long the interior equipment for the vehicles lasts on average.  
Chief Gilloffo answered that the radios, PA, and laptop stand last a relatively long time, but the center 
console and light harnesses are more short term.  This equipment also varies with the model of the vehicle 
as well as the newer model years. The Department seems to be lasting about 6 years on average.  
Chairman Davoust stated that the equipment installation costs have been reflected in the model changes 
and newer products.  Commissioner Martin observed that there are no foreign models of vehicles that have 
been brought before the committee, he was curious if there was a reason.  Chief Gilloffo did not know why 
but speculated that many manufacturers do not make a police package.   

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS]  
TO: FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 10/4/2019 8:30 AM 
MOVER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner 
SECONDER: John Hoscheit, Commissioner 
AYES: Mark Davoust, John Hoscheit, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, John Martin, Penny Wegman 
ABSENT: Theresa Barreiro, Matt Hanson, Anita Lewis 

V. New or Unfinished Business 

A. Presentation and Discussion of the Tax Levy for Fiscal Year 20-21  

Each year the Finance and Administrative Committee determines the direction for the upcoming 
property tax levy which is then forwarded to the Executive Committee and then to the 
Commission.  Staff requested the most current information from the assessor and received the 
following: 

· Rate Setting EAV is estimated at $15,167,434,611 (final percentage is not determined) 

· Preliminary new construction figures for the county are $138,000,000 (partial year) 

The Committee has 3 options available regarding the levy. 

1. Increase the levy by both CPI and new construction - The levy would increase for new 
construction discussed in #2 and also increase for CPI, which for the upcoming levy year will 
be 1.9%. 

2. Freeze the levy but allow for new construction - New construction has been relatively steady 
over the past few years (2016 - $137 million, 2017 - $150.4 million and 2018 - $150.6 million).  
Having new residents pay their share for services is another option. 

3. Complete levy freeze - Last year’s total capped levy figure was $6,924,211 and maintaining 
the levy at that same level is an option.   
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Based on estimates, and using the new construction figure shown above, the 3 options presented 
would generate the following capped tax levy: 

Option #1 - The District would receive $131,560 from the CPI increase and an estimated 
additional $60,000 - $80,000 from new construction. 

Option #2 - The District would receive the additional estimate of $60,000-$80,000 due to new 
construction as referenced above. 

Option #3 - The levy would remain the same at $6.92 million. 

DISCUSSION: Chief Financial Officer Stanish explained the District’s standard process and schedule for the 
tax levy and budget ordinance.  The first step is approving the estimated tax levy for budget purposes.  
These numbers are preliminary estimates gathered from information obtained from the Kane County 
Assessor’s office.  The annual audit has not yet begun, the auditors are due to be in late September.  He 
went on to explain the options available and the opportunities of each.  After he finished, Commissioner 
Hoscheit wanted to remind everyone that the District is different from the County in many ways, including 
the revenue sources that are not available at the District, unlike the County.  The District has a limited 
revenue stream, although it has benefited from many positive referendums.  The District has purchased 
lands but has had a fairly stagnant employee count.  He also reminded all that the 5 year historical data 
indicates that the District has had a decrease of taxes since FY14/15 of $224/household, (based on a typical 
$200K home to the estimated $110 per household for FY19/20.  The level of service has not decreased even 
though land acquisition has increased.   

Commissioner Martin commented that his constituents look at their tax bill and see the dollars.  If they are 
going up or down.  Commissioner Lenert added that the public is not about perception, but the reality of 
tax bills.  Chairman Davoust agreed and mentioned the many favorable referendums that have passed by a 
larger margin.  CFO Stanish repeated that the District has consistently kept promises that have been made 
and have been good stewards of the tax and referendum dollars.  Commissioner Hoscheit then made a 
motion to accept Option 1, which would allow the District to receive $131,560 from the CPI increase and an 
estimated additional $60,000 - $80,000 from new construction.  

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 10/4/2019 8:30 AM 
MOVER: John Hoscheit, Commissioner 
SECONDER: John Martin, Commissioner 
AYES: Mark Davoust, John Hoscheit, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, John Martin, Penny Wegman 
ABSENT: Theresa Barreiro, Matt Hanson, Anita Lewis 

VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, Contracts, Litigation and Personnel None. 
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VII. Communications 

Please save the date on your calendars for the following: 
2019 Master Plan Retreat 
Monday, December 9, 8:30 a.m. to Noon 
Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster Creek Forest Preserve 
6N921 IL Route 25, St. Charles 

Harvest of the Acorn Moon Fall Festival 
Sunday, Sept. 29, from Noon - 3 p.m. 
Celebrate autumn's arrival with the Forest Preserve District! At this family-friendly festival, we'll have 
pumpkin painting, games, guided hikes, nature crafts, folk music, and refreshments. Admission is free. 
Nominal fee for crafts and refreshments. No registration is required. 
Oakhurst FP is located at 1680 Fifth Ave., Aurora. 

Come to the Aurora GreenFest on September 28th 10AM - 4PM, and learn how to take care of the 
environment and have fun at the same time.  Be ready for a day filled with fun activities to live more 
sustainably and help save our planet.  The District will be participating with a booth – pollinator 
information, crafts and giveways.   
As always, the GreenFest is a free and accessible event, so bring the whole family. Prisco Community 
Center, 150 West Illinois Avenue, Aurora, IL 60505 

VIII. Chairman's Comments 
The ribbon cutting and grand opening event at the Hoscheit Woods Forest Preserve was well attended 
and a great event. President Kenyon thanked staff and the commissioners that attended.  He felt there 
was a good turnout and mentioned that the Wayne Area Conservancy Group is excited and thankful for 
the recognition at the event as well.  

IX. Adjournment 

RESULT: ADJOURNED BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: John Martin, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner 
AYES: Mark Davoust, John Hoscheit, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, John Martin, Penny Wegman 
ABSENT: Theresa Barreiro, Matt Hanson, Anita Lewis 

 

Mark Davoust, Chairman 
Forest Preserve District Finance and Administration Committee 

Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
 

Adjournment until: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 2:00 pm* 
Forest Preserve District Administration Offices  
1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 320 Geneva, Illinois  
 
*DATE CHANGE FROM 2019 CALENDAR 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Ellen J. Maglio 

Ellen J. Maglio  
Recording Secretary 

https://www.foxvalleyparkdistrict.org/facilities/prisco-community-center/
https://www.foxvalleyparkdistrict.org/facilities/prisco-community-center/
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