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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

FP RESOLUTION NO. FP-R-25-04-3153

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE 
COUNTY, IL TO ENTER INTO A TWO-YEAR (2) LEASE AGREEMENT WITH 

THE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION OF NAPERVILLE, IL

WHEREAS, the mission of The Conservation Foundation (TCF) of Naperville, IL is to 
improve the health of our communities by preserving and restoring natural areas and open 
spaces; and

WHEREAS, this mission is in alignment with the mission of the Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County (District), and TCF has recently acquired 120 +/- acres of land adjacent to the 
Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve; and

WHEREAS, TCF has more limited land management capability of the identified parcels 
than the District; and 

WHEREAS, the District acknowledges the long-standing partnership between these 
two entities extending over 25 years and including six (6) successful referenda.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the 
Forest Preserve District of Kane County, Kane County, IL hereby authorizes and approves a 
two-year (2) lease agreement between the District and The Conservation Foundation for 
management and maintenance of the 120 +/- acres adjacent to the Schweitzer Woods Forest 
Preserve.

APPROVED AND PASSED on this 8th day of April, 2025.

___________________________                           ____________________________

Bill Lenert                                                                     Mohammad Iqbal

President, Kane Forest Preserve                              Secretary, Kane Forest Preserve

Kane County, Illinois                                                   Kane County, Illinois

Page 1 Printed on 4/4/25 Kane County
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LEASE AGREEMENT 
 
 
 This LEASE AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) made between THE CONSERVATION 
FOUNDATION, an Illinois not-for-profit corporation organized and existing under and by virtue 
of the laws of the State of Illinois, and duly authorized to do business by the statutes of the State 
of Illinois (“Lessor”), having its principal address at 10S404 Knoch Knolls Road, Naperville, 
Illinois, 60565, and FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY,  an Illinois municipal 
corporation (“Lessee”), having its principal address at 1996 South Kirk Road, Suite 320, Geneva, 
Illinois 60134.  Lessor and Lessee are hereafter sometimes individually referred to as a “Party” 
and collectively referred to as the “Parties.” 
 

I.  RECITALS 
 
 A. Lessor is in the process of pursuing the acquisition of the real estate described 
hereafter, and once Lessor becomes the owner of said real estate, Lessee desires to immediately 
lease and potentially acquire the real estate by way of a proposed purchase of the real estate from 
Lessor for those forest preserve uses and purposes consistent with open space preservation, the 
preservation of flora and fauna and creating a link and corridor to adjacent land owned by Lessee. 
 
 B. Lessor and Lessee are both dedicated to the conservation and preservation of land, 
water areas, natural areas and open space, and believe that the real estate possesses natural, scenic, 
water, aesthetic and ecological values of great importance to Lessor, Lessee and the public, and 
functional environmental value related to open space preservation.  
 
 C. Lessor and Lessee desire to enter into this Agreement to define their rights, duties 
and liabilities relating to the real estate. 
 

II.  TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, and other 
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, 
the Parties agree as follows: 
 

SECTION ONE 
Adoption of Recitals 

 
 The Parties hereby adopt the foregoing Recitals and affirm that the construction of this 
Agreement shall be guided thereby. 
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SECTION TWO 
Subject and Purpose 

 
Upon the date Lessor becomes the owner thereof, Lessor hereby leases the approximate 

120.00 +/- acre real estate located at the corner of Binnie Road and Randall Road, unincorporated 
Kane County, West Dundee, Illinois 60118 (permanent index numbers 03-17-300-009, 03-17-300-
011, 03-17-300-012, 03-17-300-014, 03-20-101-005 and 03-20-101-006 ), and more particularly 
described and depicted on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein (the “Property”), to 
Lessee for Lessee's forest preserve use as follows:  To promote preservation of the Property in its 
open space condition, to preserve the  flora, fauna and scenic beauties thereon, for passive public 
recreation and such other statutorily authorized forest preserve district purposes which shall also 
include the continued agricultural farming on a portion of the Property consistent with that Farm 
Lease dated ______with Tenant, __________, which shall be assigned to Lessee as of the 
Commencement Date (defined below). This Agreement shall become effective on the date which 
Lessor becomes sole owner of the Property.  In the event Lessor does not become the owner 
thereof, this Agreement shall have no force and effect.  Lessor agrees to use its best efforts to 
acquire and become the sole owner of the Property. 
 

SECTION THREE 
Term, Rent and Additional Consideration 

 
 A. Lessor leases the Property for a term of two (2) years, commencing on the date on 
which Lessor closes on its acquisition of the Property (the “Commencement Date”), and 
terminating on a date that is two (2) calendar years after the Commencement Date at 12:00 p.m. 
(the “Term”).  Lessee shall pay rent to Lessor in the amount of One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000)/month during the Term, not as a profit to TCF, but rather to cover any carrying costs and 
expenses incurred by Lessor as part of the transaction and to defray those operational, 
administrative and program costs incurred and anticipated throughout the Term.  
 
 B. As consideration for Lessor acquiring and holding the Property, on or within 
fourteen (14) days after the Commencement Date, Lessee shall pay or reimburse to Lessor, as the 
case may be, the following charges: (i) Lessor’s soft costs incurred in completing the acquisition 
of the Property, including any and all closing, survey, title, environmental due diligence costs, 
attorney fees and Lessor’s staff time; and (ii) the additional sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) 
which represents one-half of Lessor’s Project Fee. In the event Lessee thereafter purchases the 
Property from Lessor, Lessee also agrees to pay all closing, survey, title and all other costs 
associated with Lessor’s conveyance of the Property to Lessee, including Lessor’s attorney fees, 
staff time and the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) which represents the balance of Lessor’s 
Project Fee. 
 
 C. The Term of this Agreement may be shortened or extended without penalty by the 
written mutual agreement of Lessor and Lessee. 
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SECTION FOUR 
Possession and Management 

 
 During the Term, Lessee shall be entitled to exclusive possession and use of the Property 
and shall be responsible for all management of the Property, which shall be expressly subject to 
the Farm Lease. With Lessor’s written consent, Lessee shall be allowed to demolish any existing 
structures on the Property. As of the Commencement Date, Lessor shall assign the Farm Lease to 
Lessee and Lessee acknowledges that Lessee shall be the sole landlord under the Farm Lease and 
shall fully honor all obligations under the Farm Lease. In addition to any indemnification provided 
for under this Agreement, Lessee shall also hold harmless, indemnify and defend the Lessor 
Released Parties (defined hereafter) from any and all claims, liability or obligations under the Farm 
Lease. During the Term Lessee also agrees to defend against and promptly remedy, at its sole 
expense, any encroachments, dumping, trespass or other unauthorized use or activities undertaken 
on any part of the Property by any neighbors or other third parties, and shall provide prompt written 
notice to Lessor if any such unauthorized activity or use is occurring on the Property.  

 
SECTION FIVE 

Unlawful or Dangerous Activity 
 
 Lessee shall not use or occupy the Property, or any part of the Property, for any unlawful, 
disreputable or hazardous purpose, nor shall Lessee operate or conduct business in a manner 
constituting a nuisance of any kind.  Lessee shall immediately, upon the discovery of any unlawful, 
disreputable or hazardous use, take action to halt such activity. 
 

SECTION SIX 
Taxes and Other Charges Against the Property 

 
 A. Lessor shall apply for an exemption from real estate taxes on the Property as of the 
Commencement Date, and Lessor and Lessee agree to cooperate to obtain an exemption from real 
estate taxes on the Property upon Lessor becoming owner, including but not limited to, executing 
an application therefor and supporting documents in connection therewith. In the event an 
exemption is not obtained, Lessee shall be solely responsible to pay as additional rent, on or before 
the last day on which payment may be made without penalty or interest, any and all real estate or 
other taxes, assessments or other governmental charges that shall or may during the Term be 
imposed on, or arise in connection with the Property, except that Lessor shall pay or reimburse to 
Lessee, as the case may be, any prorated credit of the real estate taxes received by Lessor at the 
closing on Lessor's acquisition of the Property.   
 
 B. Lessee shall pay all taxes assessed in lieu of, or in addition to, the foregoing under 
all present or future laws of all governmental authorities whatsoever. 
 
 C. Lessee shall, within thirty (30) days after the time provided for the payment of any 
tax or other charge due under this Section, produce to Lessor satisfactory evidence of the timely 
payment. If not so timely paid, Lessee shall be solely responsible for the payment of any and all 
late fees and/or penalties. 
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SECTION SEVEN 
Insurance 

 
 A. During the Term of this Agreement and for any further time that Lessee shall hold 
the Property, Lessee shall obtain and maintain at its expense the following types and amounts of 
insurance: 
 

1. Personal injury and property damage insurance.  (a) Commercial general 
liability insurance for bodily injury and property damage insurance in the amount of Two 
Million Dollars ($2,000,000) per occurrence; (b) Pollution liability coverage in the amount 
of the purchase price paid by Lessor for the Property; (c) Worker’s compensation insurance 
in an amount not less than the required statutory limits and including employer’s liability 
insurance with limits of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) per 
occurrence; (d) Comprehensive automobile liability insurance covering owned 
automobiles, automobiles under long-term lease, hired automobiles, employer’s non-
ownership liability, medical payments and uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage 
for limits not more than limits that are customary and reasonable for owners of similar 
automobiles with similar uses in Kane County as reasonably determined from time to time 
by Lessor and specified by notice from Lessor to Lessee, but in no event less than Five 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) (with a special limit of Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000) with respect to medical payments) as the combined single limit per occurrence, in 
forms of insurance policies as may from time to time be reasonably required by Lessor, 
shall be provided by Lessee. Should Lessee be self-insured, a member of an 
intergovernmental pool or provide for its risk financing by means other than commercial 
insurance, Lessee shall provide and keep in force the amount and scope of liability 
coverage specified in this paragraph (1). 

2. Other insurance.  Lessee shall provide and keep in force such other 
insurance in amounts that may from time to time be reasonably required by Lessor against 
other insurable hazards as are commonly insured against for the type of business activity 
that Lessee conducts. 

 
 B. Lessor shall be designated as an Additional Insured on all of Lessee’s liability 
coverages. Lessee’s coverage to Lessor, as an Additional Insured, will be primary and answer first 
for any claims or allegations made against Lessor that arise out of the rights granted under this 
Agreement, except for claims that solely arise out of the acts or omissions of Lessor or anyone 
acting on Lessor’s behalf.   
 

SECTION EIGHT 
Indemnity 

 
 A. Lessee shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless Lessor and its representatives, 
attorneys, employees, Board members, directors, officers and agents (the “Lessor Released 
Parties”), from and  against any and all expenses, damages, liabilities and claims of every kind, 
including reasonable attorney fees and costs, by or on behalf of any person or entity arising out of 
either:  (a) a failure by Lessee or any of its employees, agents, representatives, assigns or invitees 
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to perform any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement; (b) any bodily or other injury or 
damage happening on or about the Property, except to the extent such injury or damage is caused 
solely by Lessor or anyone acting on Lessor’s behalf; (c) Lessee’s failure to comply with any law 
of any governmental authority that is applicable to the Property; and (d) any mechanic’s lien or 
other security interest filed against the Property to the extent such filing is caused by any act or 
failure to act by Lessee or anyone acting on Lessee’s behalf. 
 
 B. In addition to, and without limiting any other indemnity provided for in paragraph 
(A) above, Lessee shall also indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Lessor Released Parties from 
any liabilities, claims, costs, expenses resulting directly or indirectly from any “Environmental 
Claims,” the presence of any “Hazardous Substances” on the Property or the violation or claimed 
violation of any “Environmental Laws” hereafter defined as follows: 
 

1. “Environmental Claims” shall be defined as all losses, damages, liabilities, 
claims, penalties, liens, costs and reasonable attorney fees and expenses imposed on the 
Lessor Released Parties in connection with injury to or death of any person, or with respect 
to loss, or loss of the use of, any property, or breach, violation of, or liability relating to, 
any Environmental Laws  arising from or account of the presence or alleged presence of 
Hazardous Substances on, under, about or emanating from, the Property, including, without 
limitation, any claims for cost recovery, contribution and natural resources damages. 

 
2. “Hazardous Substances” shall be defined as any substance, material, matter 

or waste, or the breakdown product derived from any such substance, material or waste, 
which is or becomes subject to regulation or reporting under any Environmental Laws, or 
which is identified, classified, defined or designated as hazardous, toxic or solid waste, 
hazardous or toxic materials, a hazardous or toxic substance, a pollution control waste, or 
other similar term by any Environmental Laws; or petroleum, or asbestos in any form or 
polychlorinated biphenyls.  

3. “Environmental Laws” shall be defined as:  (a) the Resources Conservation 
Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 USC Sections 6901, et seq.; (b) the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), 42 USC Sections 
9601, et seq.; (c) the Illinois Environmental Protection Act (IEPA), 415 ILCS 5/1, et seq.; 
(d) the Toxic Substances Control Act, 15 USC Section 2601 et seq.; and (e) any other 
federal, state or local statute, regulation, ordinance, order or common law relating to 
Hazardous Substances presently in effect, or that may be promulgated in the future as such 
statutes, regulations, ordinances or common law may be amended from time to time. 

 C. Lessor shall indemnify and hold harmless Lessee and its representatives, attorneys, 
employees, Board members, directors, officers and agents (the “Lessee Released Parties”), from 
and against any and all expenses, damages liabilities, and claims of every kind, including 
reasonable attorney fees, by or on behalf of any person or entity arising out of either:  (a) a failure 
by Lessor to perform any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement; (b) any bodily or other 
injury or damage happening on or about the Property to the extent such injury or damage is caused 
solely by any negligent or intentional act or failure to act of Lessor, its agents, representatives, 
assigns or invitees; (c) Lessor’s failure to comply with any law of any governmental authority 
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applicable to the Property; or (d) any mechanic’s lien or other security interest filed against the 
Property to the extent such filing is caused by any act or failure to act of Lessor or anyone acting 
on Lessor’s behalf. 
 
 D. For purposes of this Section, in determining if Lessor has been negligent, it is 
expressly agreed and acknowledged by Lessee that Lessor shall have no duty to supervise, manage, 
maintain, repair, secure, protect or monitor the condition of the Property or any improvements on 
the Property, as these are the sole responsibilities of Lessee. 
 
 E.  The indemnities provided for under this Section Eight shall survive expiration of 
the Term of this Agreement. 

 
SECTION NINE 
Default or Breach 

 
 Each of the following events shall constitute a default or breach of this Agreement by 
Lessee: 
 
 A. If Lessee shall fail to perform or comply with any of the conditions or obligations 
imposed upon Lessee under this Agreement, and if the nonperformance shall continue for a period 
of thirty (30) days after notice of nonperformance given by Lessor to Lessee, or if the performance 
cannot be reasonably had within the thirty (30) day period, Lessee shall not in good faith have 
commenced performance within the thirty (30) day period and shall not diligently proceed to 
completion of performance. 
 
 B. If this Agreement shall be transferred, pass or devolve to any other person or party 
other than Lessee, except in the manner permitted under this Agreement. 
 

SECTION TEN 
Effect of Default 

 
 In the event of any default under this Agreement as set forth in Section, the rights of Lessor 
shall be as follows: 
 
 A. Lessor shall have the right to terminate this Agreement, as well as all of the rights, 
title and interest of Lessee under this Agreement, by giving to Lessee not less than thirty (30) days' 
notice of the termination.  Upon expiration of the time fixed in the notice, this Agreement and the 
rights, title and interest of Lessee under this Agreement shall terminate, except as to any Lessee 
liability under this Agreement. Upon termination, all rent and any other sums due for the balance 
of the Term from the date of termination shall be accelerated and become immediately due. Lessor 
shall also be entitled to recover all damages proximately resulting from the breach, including the 
payment of Lessor’s reasonable attorney fees and costs. 
 
 B.  Lessor may also elect, but shall not be obligated, to make any payment required of 
Lessee in this Agreement or comply with any agreement, term, or condition required by this 
Agreement to be performed by Lessee.  Lessor shall have the right to enter the Property for the 

46



7 
  DR 02-25-25 1:15 PM 
 

purpose of correcting or remedying any such default and to remain until the default has been 
corrected or remedied.  Any expenditure for any correction made by Lessor shall be immediately 
payable and recoverable from Lessee to Lessor as damages and shall not be deemed to waive or 
release the default of Lessee or the right of Lessor to take any action as may be otherwise 
permissible under this Agreement in the case of any default. 
 
 C. Upon giving Lessee fourteen (14) days written notice, Lessor may re-enter the 
Property and remove any property or personalty of Lessee and store the property in a public 
warehouse or at a place selected by Lessor, at the expense of Lessee.  After re-entry, Lessor may 
terminate this Agreement on giving thirty (30) days’ written notice of termination to Lessee 
whereupon the provisions of subparagraph A of this Section Ten shall control.  Without such 
notice, reentry will not terminate this Agreement.   

 
SECTION ELEVEN 
Remedies of Lessor 

 
 A. In additional to the relief afforded to Lessor under Section Ten of this Agreement, 
in the event of a breach or a threatened breach by Lessee of any of the terms or conditions of this 
Agreement, Lessor shall have the right of injunction to restrain Lessee and the right to invoke any 
other remedy provided for in law or in equity. 
 
 B. The rights and remedies given to Lessor in this Agreement are distinct, separate 
and cumulative, and no one of them, whether or not exercised by Lessor, shall be deemed to be in 
exclusion of any of the other remedy available under this Agreement. 
 
 C. In all instances under this Agreement, and in any suit, action, or proceeding of any 
kind between the Parties, it shall be presumptive evidence of the fact of the existence of a charge 
being due if Lessor shall produce a bill, notice or certificate of any public official entitled to give 
notice to the effect that such charge appears of record on the books in his or her office and has not 
been paid. 
 
 D. No receipt of money by Lessor from Lessee after default or termination of this 
Agreement in any lawful manner shall: (a) reinstate, continue or extend the Term or affect any 
notice given to Lessee; (b) operate as a waiver of the right of Lessor to enforce the payment of 
rent, additional rent or any additional sums owed by Lessee then due or falling due; or (c) operate 
as a waiver of the right of Lessor to recover possession of the Property.   
 

SECTION TWELVE 
Condemnation 

 
 The rights and duties of Lessor and Lessee in the event of condemnation are as follows: 
 
 A. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, in the event of any taking or 
condemnation in whole or in part, the entire resulting award of just compensation shall belong to 
Lessor without any deduction from such award for the value of the unexpired Term of this 
Agreement or for any other estate or interest in the Property now or later vesting in Lessee.  Lessee 
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assigns to Lessor all its right, title, and interest in any and all such awards, including any award of 
just compensation paid for any claim of damages to the remainder. Unless the taking encompasses 
more than half of the Property, this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect, with the rent 
reduced proportionately to the amount of real estate so taken. If the taking is for more than half of 
the Property, Lessee shall have the option to terminate this Agreement. 
 
 B. For the purposes hereof, all amounts payable pursuant to any agreement with any 
condemning authority that has been made in settlement of or under threat of any condemnation or 
other eminent domain proceeding affecting the Property shall be deemed to constitute an award of 
just compensation made in such proceeding. 
 
 C. In case any governmental action does not result in the taking or condemnation of 
any portion of the Property but creates a right to an award of compensation for such action, or if 
less than a fee title to all or any portion of the Property is taken or condemned by any governmental 
authority for temporary use or occupancy, all compensation awarded shall belong to Lessor and 
this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION THIRTEEN 

Access to Property; Signage; Press Releases 
 
 A. Lessee shall permit Lessor or its agents to enter or inspect the Property at all 
reasonable hours to ensure Lessee’s compliance with this Agreement.   
 
 B. Lessor and Lessee agree that no signage shall be posted on or within the Property 
unless the content and form of the signage is mutually agreed to by Lessor and Lessee. 
 
 C. Lessor and Lessee agree that no press release or other formal written dissemination 
concerning the Property shall be made unless the content of any such press release or formal 
written dissemination is mutually agreed to by Lessor and Lessee. 
 

SECTION FOURTEEN 
Easements, Agreements, Encumbrances or Improvements 

 
 Lessor and Lessee agree that they shall be bound by all existing easements, agreements, 
and encumbrances of record relating to the Property.  Neither Lessor nor Lessee shall place or 
allow any further encumbrance, restriction, lien, improvement or easement on the Property during 
the Term of this Agreement without the prior written consent of the other Party. 
 

SECTION FIFTEEN 
Quiet Enjoyment 

 
 Lessor agrees that Lessee shall be granted peaceable and quiet enjoyment of the Property 
free from any interference by Lessor if Lessee fully and punctually performs the terms and 
conditions imposed on Lessee under this Agreement. 
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SECTION SIXTEEN 
Liability of Lessor 

 
 It is expressly acknowledged and agreed that Lessee shall be deemed to be in full and 
exclusive control and possession of the Property throughout the Term of this Agreement, and 
Lessor shall not be liable for any injury or damages to any property or to any person on or about 
the Property or for any injury or damage to any property of Lessee, except to the extent such injury 
or damage is caused solely by any intentional or negligent act or failure to act by Lessor.  The 
provisions of this Agreement permitting Lessor to enter and inspect the Property are solely made 
to ensure that Lessee is in compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement and to 
ensure that Lessee maintains the Property.  Lessor shall not be liable to Lessee for any entry on 
the Property for inspection purposes, except with respect to any damage or injury resulting from 
said entry as caused by Lessor’s negligence or intentional act. 

 
SECTION SEVENTEEN 
Representations by Lessee 

 
 At the Commencement Date, Lessee represents to Lessor that: (a) Lessee expressly 
acknowledges that it is accepting the Property in its “As Is-Where Is” existing condition and state 
of repair; (b) no representations, statements or warranties, express or implied, have been made by 
or on behalf of Lessor in respect to the Property except as contained in the provisions of this 
Agreement; (c) Lessor shall in no event be liable for any latent defects in the Property; and (d) 
Lessee has the full legal authority to enter into this Agreement and fulfill all duties and obligations 
imposed under this Agreement.  
 

SECTION EIGHTEEN 
Waivers 

 
 The failure of Lessor to insist on strict performance of any term or condition of this 
Agreement on a specific instance shall not be deemed a waiver of the rights or remedies that Lessor 
may have except as to that specific instance only, and shall not be deemed a waiver of any 
subsequent breach or default of any term or condition. 
 

SECTION NINETEEN  
 
Intentionally Omitted. 

 
 
 
 

SECTION TWENTY 
Assignment, Mortgage or Sublease 

 
 Neither Lessee nor its successors and assigns shall assign, mortgage, pledge or encumber 
this Agreement or the Property in whole or in part, nor permit the Property to be used or occupied 
by others, nor shall this Agreement be assigned or transferred by operation of law, without the 
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prior express and written consent of Lessor, which shall be granted or denied at Lessor’s sole and 
exclusive discretion.  In the absence of the written consent of Lessor: (a) any such assignment, 
subletting, occupancy or collection shall not be deemed a waiver of any agreement or condition of 
this Agreement, or the acceptance of the assignee, transferee, subtenant or occupant as Lessee; and 
(b) Lessee shall continue to be fully liable under this Agreement and shall not be released from the 
performance of the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  During the Term of this Agreement, 
Lessor shall not sell or mortgage the Property, nor assign this Agreement, without the prior express 
written consent of Lessee, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 
 

SECTION TWENTY-ONE 
Notices 

 
 A. Each notice provided for under this Agreement shall comply with the requirements 
of this Section.  With the exception of routine communications which may be done by email, each 
notice shall be in writing by email and shall also be sent by (a) depositing it with the U.S. Postal 
Service via certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, with adequate postage prepaid; or 
(b) via messenger or other courier properly addressed.  Each notice shall be effective upon being 
transmitted by fax and either deposited in the mail or delivered to courier service, but the time 
period in which a response from any notice must be given or any action taken with respect thereto 
shall commence to run from the date of receipt of the notice by the addressee thereof, as evidenced 
by confirmation of the fax transmission or the return receipt or other written acknowledgment of 
delivery.  The addresses are as follows:  
 
  TO LESSOR:     
 
  The Conservation Foundation   
  Attn: Daniel P. Lobbes    
  Director of Land Protection   
  10S404 Knoch Knolls Road   
  Naperville, Illinois 60565  
  dlobbes@theconservationfoundation.org 
 
  WITH COPY TO: 
 
  Day & Robert, P.C. 
  Attn: Scott M. Day/Rachel K. Robert 
  300 East 5th Avenue, Suite 365 
  Naperville, Illinois 60563 
  smd@drm.law / rkr@drm.law 
 
  TO LESSEE: 
 
  Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
  Attn: __________________________ 

1996 South Kirk Road, Suite 320 
Geneva, Illinois 60134 
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  Email: _________________________   
 
WITH COPY TO: 

 
  Gerald K. Hodge 
  Kinnally, Flaherty, Krentz, Loran, Hodge & Masur, P.C. 
  2114 Deerpath Road 
  Aurora, Illinois 60506 
  ghodge@kfkllaw.com 
 
 B. The address to which any notice, demand or other writing may be given or made or 
sent to any Party as above provided may be changed by written notice given by such Party as above 
provided. 
 

SECTION TWENTY-TWO 
Entire Agreement 

 
 This Agreement and all exhibits attached and incorporated herein shall constitute the entire 
agreement between the Parties.  Any prior understanding or representation of any kind preceding 
the date of this Agreement shall not be binding upon either Party except to the extent reflected or 
incorporated in this Agreement.  
 

SECTION TWENTY-THREE 
Recording of Agreement 

 
 On or within thirty (30) days after the Commencement Date, Lessee agrees that it shall 
record a memorandum of this Agreement with the Kane County Recorder, at Lessee’s sole 
expense.  Lessee shall promptly deliver a recorded copy to Lessor thereafter. 
 

 
SECTION TWENTY-FOUR 
Modification of Agreement 

 
 Any modification of this Agreement or additional obligation assumed by either Party in 
connection with this Agreement shall be binding only if evidenced in a writing signed by each 
Party or an authorized representative of each Party. 
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SECTION TWENTY-FIVE 
Binding Effect 

 
 This Agreement shall bind and inure to the benefit of the respective heirs, personal 
representatives, successors and assigns of the Parties. 
 

SECTION TWENTY-SIX 
Applicable Law 

 
 This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Illinois, with the exclusive court venue for any dispute being the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit, 
Kane County, Illinois.  In any action to enforce the terms of this Agreement, the prevailing Party 
as determined by the court shall be entitled to recovery of its attorney fees and costs. 
 

SECTION TWENTY-SEVEN 
Time of the Essence 

 
 It is specifically declared that time is of the essence in all provisions of this Agreement. 
 

 
SECTION TWENTY-EIGHT 

Paragraph Headings 
 
 The titles to the paragraphs of this Agreement are solely for the convenience of the Parties 
and shall not be used to explain, modify, simplify or aid in the interpretation of the provisions of 
this Agreement. 
 

SECTION TWENTY-NINE 
Pronouns 

 
 Whenever the context herein requires or permits, the singular shall include the plural, the 
plural shall include the singular, and the masculine, feminine and neuter shall be freely 
interchangeable. 
 

SECTION THIRTY 
Counterpart Execution 

 
 It is agreed that this Agreement may be executed in counterparts, and each such counterpart 
shall be deemed an original. 

 
SECTION THIRTY-ONE 

Approval 
 

 This Agreement is subject to the approval of both Lessor’s Board of Trustees and Lessee’s 
Board of Commissioners. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each Party to this Lease Agreement has caused it to be executed 
by the authorized signatures on the date indicated below. 
 
 
LESSOR:      LESSEE: 
 
THE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION,  FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF 
an Illinois not-for-profit corporation KANE COUNTY, an Illinois municipal 
 corporation   
 
BY:       BY:       
 
ITS:       ITS:       
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST:      
 
ITS:       ITS:       
 
              
Date       Date 
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EXHIBIT A 
Legal Description and Depiction 
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EXHIBIT B 
Real Estate Sale and Purchase Agreement 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

FP RESOLUTION NO. FP-R-25-04-3154

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE COMMISSIONER’S EXPENSES 
ATTENDING THE 2025 IPRA/IAPD ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO, IL

WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve District from time to time has certain expenses of 
commissioners and staff who travel for conferences, trainings and meetings; and

WHEREAS, the Local Government Travel Expense Control Act, Public Act 99-0604, 
requires all local non-home rule public agencies, including forest preserve districts, to regulate 
the reimbursement of all travel, meals, and lodging expenses of their commissioners, 
employees, and representatives effective January 1, 2017; and

WHEREAS, the District approved by resolution FP-R-16-12-2509, a policy for the 
regulation of said expenses which requires all travel expenses for commissioners be approved 
through a public meeting of the Commission; and

WHEREAS, President Bill Lenert and staff attended the Soaring New Heights Annual 
IAPD/IPRA Conference held in Chicago January 23-25, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Expenses during the three-day conference included conference 
registration, travel, lodging and meals, totals as follows:

President Bill Lenert: $725.53
Commissioner Jon Gripe: $1,247.66
Commissioner Bill Roth: $956.13

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Forest 
Preserve District of Kane County, Kane County Illinois, approve the Commissioner's expenses.

APPROVED AND PASSED on this 8th day of April, 2025. 

___________________________                           ____________________________

Bill Lenert                                                                     Mohammad Iqbal

President, Kane Forest Preserve                              Secretary, Kane Forest Preserve

Kane County, Illinois                                                   Kane County, Illinois

Page 1 Printed on 4/4/25 Kane County
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

REPORT NO. DOC-2025-12

MONTHLY REPORTS

Page 1 Printed on 4/4/25 Kane County
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Human Resources Department Memorandum 
 
 
 

 
TO:  Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 

FROM:  Jennifer Clough, Director of Human Resources 

DATE:  April 8, 2025 

RE: March 2025 Report 
 
Employee Relations, Recruiting and Benefits:  

 
• The District accepted resignations from two full-time staff in March in 

the positions of Restoration Technician and Procurement 
Administrator. The Restoration Technician received a higher paying 
offer for a comparable position with a reduced commute and more 
flexible scheduling. The Procurement Administrator retired from the 
District and is seeking remote work. The department also separated 
employment with two part-time staff for medical related reasons. 
Recent improvements to the District’s compensation plan and benefits 
program have kept turnover low in recent months, however, reasons 
for separation and exit interviews indicate continued opportunities for 
enhancement. Prior to this period of stability, the District was 
experiencing regular and high turnover at all position levels. The 
turnover rate for regular, full-time positions in the first quarter of 2025 
was 2.44%.   

• Two part-time employees in the positions of Police Officer and Events 
Assistant were onboarded in the month of March. Additionally, the 
District’s seasonal employment opportunities are open for recruitment, 
and the HR department is training and providing resources to hiring 
managers to support their selection and orientation processes. More 
than 20 new temporary staff are at various stages of the hiring process, 
with this figure anticipated to double as the season progresses. This 
nearly 35% swell in staffing taxes the Department’s resources for 
activities such as orientation, payroll data entry, and safety training and 
often requires advanced assistance for performance management.    

• The HR Director received one-on-one training from the McGrath 
Consulting Group to learn the custom point factor method used to 
place positions on the District’s new classification system. This 
knowledge transfer was critical as the FY25-26 annual budget 
contemplates requests for new staff positions as an outcome of the 
successful referendum. Using this objective and quantitative approach, 
going forward, District staff will be able to accurately grade newly 
created or reimagined positions accounting for both market conditions 
and internal equitability.  

• The Department continues to work diligently on evaluating possible 
insurance opt-out options, certification pay, uniform allowances, and 
other opportunities that stem from compensation and classification 
study recommendations and the competitive employment landscape. 
To move these initiatives forward, staff met with HR leadership at the 
County to learn more about its Medical Expense Reimbursement Plan  

 

 
Battle of the Brush pile at Gunnar 
on March 15th brought out over 100 
volunteers from local schools! 
 

 
Congrats to Stewardship Liaison 
Rachel on her first burn at Dick 
Young!  
 

 
         Maple Sugaring Volunteers & Visitors 
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Human Resources Department Memorandum 
 

(MERP) and hosted an interdepartmental ad-hoc committee which 
gathered for its first formal meeting to re-write the District’s uniform 
policy addressing its datedness, inconsistencies and other early 
identified issues. Most recommendations surrounding these program 
enhancements will be fully vetted and prepared for consideration for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026.  

• Human Resources is deep into Open Enrollment preparations for the 
benefit year beginning July 1, 2025. A complete consideration of 
employee self-service options available through PlanSource, IBPC’s 
benefits platform, remained unfavorable, resulting in the Department 
maintaining the complete enrollment process on behalf of District 
employees. The adoption of the draft FY25-26 annual budget has the 
potential to modify employer/employee premium splits and increase 
the life insurance caps for all regular full-time employees; waiting for 
its approval will limit the time employees have to make benefits 
elections and reduce the Department’s window for data entry so all 
preparations are being made in advance to alleviate these concerns. 

• Significant projects in the works for the Department include a 
comprehensive review of the employee handbook, a reimagination of 
the District’s performance evaluation program, the development of a 
work capacity test pilot program for prescribed burning, and the 
evaluation of employee engagement surveys.   

• Department staff participated in fourteen prescribed burns over three 
days, an HR Source Membership Meeting, and an IPRA HR Committee 
Roundtable. The Director attended the IPELRA Employment Law 
Seminar and the IPBC Annual All Members Meeting. The team 
partnered to interview three candidates for the Department’s summer 
internship and met for a quarterly teambuilding lunch break.   

 
Safety and Wellness: 
 
There were no general liability or worker’s compensation claims in 
March. 
 
• The 2025 safety training plan has been developed and communicated 

to all employees. The Department will take advantage of the Spring all 
staff meeting to bring at least one of these requirements offline so that 
employees have the opportunity to learn together and in a setting that 
is more conducive for questions. The 2025 plan includes enhanced 
collaboration with the Kane County IT Department, which coordinates 
the District’s cyber security training.  

• The Department completed a kickoff meeting with PDRMA in early 
March to develop the 2025 risk management review process and 
update safety goals. PDRMA will assist with funding and coordinating 
an OSHA facility audit of the Trades Shop in 2025. Also, the agency 
agreed to progress the 2024/2025 SMART goal for an employee Work 
Capacity Test for Natural Resources staff that conduct prescribed 
burns. This pilot project will be implemented in August. 

• Staff represented the District at the annual PDRMA Education & 
Training Committee meeting. Highlights are: 1) PDRMA will be updating  

 
 
 
 

 
Sweet treats and smiles everywhere 
at Creek Bend for Maple Sugaring 
Days. 

 
 

 
Someone had to park all those 
Maple Sugaring folks, kudos to our 
Mounted Rangers who were on it! 

 
 

 
Volunteers Karen and Meredith 
were the face of the District working 
the welcome table at Maple 
Sugaring. 
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Human Resources Department Memorandum 
 

 
10-minute micro-video training modules. 2) PDRMA is also developing a master list of required and 
recommended training topics. Many modules are required by OSHA regulation. Once completed, the list will link 
to PDRMA online resources. 

• The Safety and Wellness Coordinator attended the South Operations staff meeting and presented updates to the 
CDL process for new CDL holders, coordinated the annual OSHA hearing testing and training for field staff, taught 
Red Cross CPR/1st Aid to 12 field employees, and also trained 10 employees on Bleeding Control for high-risk 
activities such as chain sawing.  

• Support was provided to Natural Resources providing feedback on safety improvements including radio 
communications and situational awareness for prescribed burning as well as to the Environmental Education by 
coordinating and reviewing certificates of Insurance, fire safety requirements, and general liability coverage for 
the Fly-Fishing exhibit at Creek Bend.  
 

Volunteer Resources:  
 
In March, 1455.25 volunteer hours at 48 events were given to the District! 
 
• Some cold temperatures resulted in a number of volunteer event cancelations. However, snow coverage allowed 

for the continued ability to burn down accumulated brush piles. 
• The Volunteer Office tabled the Maple Sugaring event, hosted the Annual Stewards Meeting at Brewster, led two 

clean-ups with Friends of the Fox at the Carpentersville Dam, co-taught with Environmental Education on nature 
and service at the Batavia Public Library, and invited the Chicago Botanic Garden for the District’s annual Plants 
of Concern meeting in partnership with Natural Resources. 

• The Department supplied Stewards with refreshed first aid kits and supply restock needs in time for the change 
in seasons. Additionally, it introduced Google Forms for ease of tracking Steward supply levels.    

• Staff attended the Wild Things Conference, the Elgin Technical Steering Committee meeting for Climate Action, 
the Earth Day staff planning meeting, participated in a number of work days, and hiked with Stewards.   
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Public Safety Department Memorandum 

TO: Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 
FROM: Paul Burger, Director of Public Safety/Chief of Police 
RE: March 2025 Report 

 

REPORTS 
24 reports were taken from 137 dispatched calls for service. 

CITATIONS, WARNINGS, & ARRESTS 
22 total citations written: 13 ordinance violations, 8 written warnings, 1 State Violation, 4 Misdemeanor Arrests.  

REPORT HIGHLIGHT SYNOPSIS 
Disturbance at the Ice Arena 
An officer was called to the Fox Valley Ice Arena, on a report of a fight in progress involving five people in the bleachers. 
When the officer arrived, the disturbance was over. Witnesses identified a group of subjects that were involved in the 
incident. The officer spoke with the group. Two subjects stated they had an altercation with an unknown male and 
female, after one of the subjects made a comment about a missed goal. A verbal altercation took place, including a beer 
being thrown on one of the subjects. The two unknown subjects had fled the area. 

Coyote Stuck in Unauthorized Trap 
Police were called to Kenyon FP, on a report of a coyote stuck in a 
trap. The officer found the coyote with its left front paw stuck in a 
metal trap attached to a nearby tree. The officer was able to release 
the animal from the trap. The trap was seized for evidence. There 
were no available accommodations at any wildlife rehabilitation 
centers in the area. After release, the coyote fled.  

Fire at Route 31 & McLean 
An officer was traveling southbound on Route 31 from Jon Duerr FP, 
when he noticed a significant amount of smoke near the road and 
the turnoff for the preserve parking lot.  Approximately four sections 
of grass were smoldering. South Elgin Fire and Police Departments 
responded to the scene. Traffic was blocked while the fire was put 
out. No cause was found for the fire. 

Damage to Prairie 
A report came in of a car stuck in the prairie at Tekakwitha Woods 
FP, damaging the area. The owner of the vehicle was located. It was found that the son was driving the vehicle at the 
time. The son was issued a citation for criminal damage to property. 

Off-roading 
A neighbor next to the Muetze property in Elburn reported several minibikes riding through District property. An officer 
investigated the scene and came across two juvenile males riding dirt bikes. The officer stopped the two subjects and 
took their information. While doing this, other dirt bikes were heard nearby, who were known to the two male subjects. 
Four of the five riders were gathered at one of the juvenile's residences by the officer. One subject fled the area. At the 
juvenile's home, the officer was able to speak to a father of one of the males, and explain the situation. Each of the 
juveniles' parents were contacted. All were issued written warning notices, and explained of the possible citations and 
fines if repeated before all were released from the scene. The one subject that fled was located at a later time and was 
issued a citation for off roading. 

61



Public Safety Department Memorandum 
March 2025 

2 
 

Damage Done by ComEd Contractor 
ComEd had contracted with a company to replace the powerline 
poles along the Stearns Road Parcel.  An officer was assigned to 
investigate. The officer made contact with a ComEd Overhead Line 
Supervisor, who stated he was aware of the damage done to the 
limestone trail, but was unaware of the drop-post and water 
control box damage. Staff will continue discussions with ComEd 
regarding this incident and about financial loss due to damages. 

Illegal Dumping 
Into the Fox River at Jon Duerr 
A patron was at Jon Duerr FP, when he witnessed a man back a U-
Haul truck up to the boat launch and throw trash into the Fox River. 
The truck left as the patron called 911. The patron was able to take 
photos of the truck as it fled. An officer was dispatched and 
observed a U-Haul truck in the vicinity, 3 miles south of the 
preserve. The officer made contact with the driver, who admitted 
to dumping refuse into the river. The driver was issued a dumping 
citation and the incident was reported to the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources. Among the refuse dumped was furniture, 
clothing, plastic bags, and a significant amount of broken glass. 

Glenwood Dumping 
While at Glenwood Park FP, a patron witnessed a blue Ford SUV 
pull up to the preserve dumpster and several subjects unload 
refuse into the dumpster. The patron took photos and notified 
police. An officer went to the address of the vehicle's owner, and 
made contact with the owner's wife. The woman accepted the 
citation on the driver's behalf. 

On another occasion, a patron was at Glenwood FP when she observed a male subject dump refuse into the dumpster, 
which was overflowing with debris. The patron was able to give the vehicle information to District officers. The officer 
found the owner of the vehicle and spoke with him. The owner admitted to dumping and was cited for the ordinance 
violation. 

Later in March, while on a premise check at Glenwood FP, an officer came across a large amount of garbage dumped in 
the dumpster, causing it to overflow. No identifying information was located in this instance. 

TRAINING & MEETINGS  

 

Meetings: 
• KaneComm Subscriber Meeting (Chief Burger) 
• Earth Day Planning Meeting (Chief Burger) 
• IPLEA (Ofc. Kelly) 
• District Uniform Committee (Ofc. Kotlarz) 

Training: 
• Departmental Police Law Training / Psychology of 

Domestic Violence 
• Departmental PDRMA Training 
• Departmental Firearms Range Training Date 
• NEMRT / Immediate Trauma Care, First Aid, AED, CPR 

(Sgt. Hayes) 
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March 2025 Reports by Location/Offense 
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Burlington Prairie F.P. 1 1

Fabyan F.P. (Windmill) 1 1

Glenwood Park F.P. 3 3

Jon J. Duerr F.P. 1 1 2

Kenyon Farm F.P. 1 1

Settler's Hill Golf Course 1 1

St. Charles Twp. Misc. Land 1 1

Bliss Woods F.P. 1 1

Tekakwitha Woods F.P. 2 2

Fox Valley Ice Arena 1 1 2

Fox River Trail - St. Charles Twp. 1 1 2

Fox River Trail - Dundee Twp. 1 1

Barnes F.P. 1 1

Voyageurs Landing F.P. 1 1

Aurora West F.P. 1 1

Muetze Property 1 1

Stearns Road Parcels 1 1 2

Grand Total 2 5 1 2 4 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 24
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Operations Department Memorandum 

TO: Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 

FROM: Jeremy Jensen, Director of Operations 

RE: March 2025 Department Monthly Report 

 

 
 

OPERATIONS  
 

Spring Preparations 
For District staff, spring is a time of transition and 
preparation, often with great variety.  As the colder 
temperatures of winter are left behind, with the last 
attempts to cover our roadways with snow and ice, there 
are snowplow markers to remove and clean-up to do 
along roadways to prepare for mowing operations.  
Preserves undergo a thorough spring cleaning of 
amenities, to include restrooms and shelters, and putting 
out fresh garbage cans in anticipation of the increased 
usage seen in the summer months.  Trails and roadways 
are blown free of leaves, twigs, and other debris to make 
them safe for travel and parking lots receive a 
realignment of concrete bumpers and cleanup of 
landscape edges. The picnic tables that were built or 
repaired over the winter months are placed in the 
preserves, and all temporary winter closures are returned 
open to allow for full summer access. 

Staff now turns their attention to projects that are 
restricted to access during the winter months. This 
season fallen trees and log-jams were pulled from areas 
with difficult access, like back trail areas and creeks. 
Thawing ground and spring rains cause localized flooding, 
and removing these downed materials from these types 
of areas save the district significant time while also 
providing a better environment to enjoy for the patrons 
of the district.  

Wrapping Up Winter Projects 
In between the amenity preparations, staff wrap up 
winter trimming projects aimed at reducing vegetation 
encroaching on trails, minimizing the time requirements 
to keep trails accessible all summer long.  Some brush 
and vegetation are removed from intersections to 
improve visibility for vehicles and bicycles operating 
around preserve entrances and critical trail crossings.  

 
Staff clearing trees in creeks last month. 

 
Storms last month caused several trees to be downed, above 
are Muirhead (first photo) and Fox River Trail (second 
photo). 
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Additional chainsaw work is also required to clear 
obstructions resulting from windstorms frequently 
experienced in early spring.  This season has already seen 
its share of trees across trails that need to be chipped up.    

Prescribed Burns, Maintenance, & Clean-Up Events 
A variety of other activities require staff attention at this 
time of year, including participating in the prescribed burn 
season whenever weather conditions cooperate.  When 
it’s too wet to burn, equipment maintenance is being 
wrapped up so the fleet of mowers can be deployed 
without delay or breakdowns in the coming month, and 
litter pickup is a high priority along roadways, riverbanks, 
trails and picnic areas.  Two successful clean-up events 
were hosted this month at Fox River Shores to haul out 
trash from the riverbed recently exposed after the removal 
of the Carpentersville Dam.  Trash items are sorted for 
recycling whenever feasible.    

Along with this seasonal litter removal and other spring-
cleaning tasks are underway.  Early season warmth and 
rain will lead to an early start to the mow season here at 
the district.  Other tasks include repairing picnic table and 
servicing lawn mowers to get prepared for a busy later 
spring and summer season.   

Horticultural Work 
Soil testing was completed and compiled at the Japanese 
Garden, the Centennial Garden, and the Durant House. 
Adding that information to compare against previous tests. 
Shifting the pH along the Centennial arbor down to 7 has 
been successfully accomplished, a process that begun 
nearly 18 months ago. The order for new plants for the 
arbor has been placed at Midwest Groundcovers.  

We also began some light spring cut back in the Japanese 
Garden, and began repairing the pathways from erosion. 

Fleet 
In March, Fleet focused on annual services for numerous 
carts, tractors, and mowers; getting them ready to go for 
the season.  April is Safety Test Lane inspections for District 
trucks and trailers, preparations have also begun to make 
that an efficient process.  

 

 
Before and after photos of clearing vegetation along the Fox 
River Trail to maintain line-of-sight. 

 
Staff conducting equipment maintenance during the season 
transition. 
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Natural Resource Management Department Memorandum 

TO: Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 

FROM: Patrick Chess, Director of Natural Resources 

RE: March 2025 Department Monthly Report 

 

 
 

LAND MANAGEMENT  
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT   
Restoration  
Spring Prescribed Burn Season 
The 2025 Spring Burn season began in full force during 
early March. While the fall burn season was a 
disappointment, this spring rebounded with very strong 
numbers. Combined with the results from last fall, this 
combined burn season represents a fairly typical season, 
at over 50 units burned and over 1,600 acres burned. The 
goals of prescribed burning include rejuvenation of native 
species and control of invasives. 

Mechanical Weed Management 
March marks the end of the dormant season and the start 
of the growing season. This spring has started in fairly 
typical fashion with herbaceous plants just now beginning 
to emerge. Staff has taken advantage of the later spring 
to continue invasive brush removal, targeting prairies 
burned this spring.  By walking the burned fields, staff are 
able to easily locate the brush and remove them without 
fighting the tall grasses present in the summer.  

Wildlife  
Avian Studies & Nest Structure Program 
Staff have begun field work for this year’s American 
Kestrel monitoring project. This includes cleaning, 
installing, repairing, replacing or relocating nest boxes in 
preparation for the next season. Of the 26  boxes in the 
county, two were newly installed in 2025 with four 
relocations within the same preserves. Sadie presented at 
the Wild Things Conference on March 1st to discuss the 
Muirhead Springs mitigation bank and bird migration. 
Muirhead Springs bird surveys continued once the ice 
thawed, marking the start of spring migration. In March, 
there have been high counts of Greater white-fronted 
geese, Canada geese, Ring-necked duck, Mallard, Green-
winged teal, American coot, Blackbirds (Red-winged and 

  

Prescribed burn last month at Burnidge FP. 
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Common grackle) and Wilson’s snipe. There was a bonus 
group of four Horned grebe in the most recent survey as 
well as the first group of shorebirds in 2025 (Lesser 
yellowlegs).  

Snake monitoring 
Staff began setting up to conduct snake surveys in 2025. 
These surveys are conducted by placing artificial cover 
objects (ACO) of wood, metal or carpet in grassland and 
wetland areas. In 2025, 8 preserves will be surveyed by 
staff and a contractor. Over 112 ACOs were placed and 
will be checked throughout the Spring and Summer to 
learn more about snake diversity at the 8 sites. An 
emphasis will be placed on detecting the smooth green 
snake, which is under consideration for state listing.  

  

Wildlife Technician Sadie Dainko presenting at Wild Things 
Conference about the Muirhead Springs Wetland Mitigation 
and bird migration. 
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Planning & Land Protection Department Memorandum 

TO: Benjamin Haberthur, Executive Director 

FROM: Jennifer Rooks-Lopez, Director of Planning & Land Protection 
Zach Tegge, Landscape Architect 

RE: March 2025 Department Monthly Report 
 

 
 

LAND ACQUISITION & PLANNING 
Staff continues to work with the Land Acquisition Committee on the evaluation and acquisition of 
properties.  

GRANT PROJECTS 
MILL CREEK GREENWAY 
The District was awarded an Open space 
Land Acquisition Grant (OSLAD) in 2023 for 
improvements to the Mill Creek Greenway 
Forest Preserve. This project will develop 
the 62.5 acres purchased in 2016 with Land 
Water Conservation Funding (LWCF) by 
introducing resource-based recreation 
elements that include an outdoor archery 
range (first of the District's kind), 
interpretive nature trails, 60+ acres of 
prairie restoration, parking, restrooms, and 
design for a future linkage to a regional 
bike trail. 

• Contractor submitted signed bonds 
and insurance. Pre-construction 
meeting to be held in April. 
 

BIG ROCK FOREST PRESERVE 
LIMESTONE TRAIL RESURFACING 
In 2023, the District was awarded a 
Recreational Trail Program (RTP) grant to 
provide a trail connection between the 
Deer Valley property and Big Rock 
campground and to assist with the 
resurfacing of 1.57 miles of limestone trails 
at Big Rock Forest Preserve. Installed in 
2014, sections of the limestone trails, especially in the woodland area are experiencing erosion and are 
in need of significant resurfacing. The RTP grant, will fund 80% of the project costs up to $200,000.00. 

• Contractor submitted signed bonds and insurance. Pre-construction meeting to be held in April. 
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FITCHIE CREEK FOREST PRESERVE LIMESTONE TRAIL RESURFACING  

On September 24, 2024 the District was awarded a Recreational 
Trail Program (RTP) grant to assist in the restoration of the existing 
limestone trail at Fitchie Creek Forest Preserve.  Sections of the 
trail, especially that section within the wooded area, experience 
significant washout and flooding. The project will include 
addressing known drainage issues and resurfacing of the limestone 
trail. The RTP grant, will fund 80% of the project costs up to 
$200,000.00.  

• Staff are designing development plans. Project expected to 
release for bid in April. 

 

 

CAPITAL PROJECTS 
MUIRHEAD SPRINGS 
WETLAND/STREAM MITIGATION 
BANK PROJECT  
In 2017, the District began planning to 
restore over 200 acres of wetland at 
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve as part 
of a wetland mitigation bank. V3 
Companies was chosen and approved to 
be the consultant for this project. Staff and 
V3 met on-site to review the site 
conditions. 

• Staff and V3 are working on the 
Adaptive Management plan to 
allow credits for shore bird 
habitat. 

JOHNSON’S MOUND CENTENNIAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
On June 8, 2025, the District will celebrate its’ 100-year anniversary preserving and restoring Kane 
County’s natural areas. The first preserve acquired by the District was Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve 
in Blackberry Township. To celebrate 100 years of conservation, the District plans to expand Johnson’s 
Mound Forest Preserve by restoring thirty-five (35) acres of agricultural land to forest and prairie. A key 
component to the centennial celebration will be the opportunity for the public to participate in the 12 
acres woodland restoration and planting of 800 trees. Trees of various sizes will be offered for public 
donation that will include a commemorative plaque to recognize the generous donation.  Revenue 
generated from the sale of trees is expected to be over $170,000 and will be used to help offset the cost 
of the restoration and improvements at Johnson’s Mound. Additional improvements planned include 
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the following: 23 acres of prairie 
restoration, Volunteer/donor memorial / 
Sculpture, Additional limestone trails, 
Ribbon cutting/ceremony on anniversary 
date. 

• Obsidian Asphalt Paving, Inc. was 
chosen as the lowest and qualified 
bidder. Pre-construction meeting to 
be held in April. 

MISCELLANEOUS UPDATES 
• March 3 – Planning staff met with 

Kane County Department of Environmental and Water Resources to review possible Forest 
Preserve sites to utilize Kane County Wetland Initiative funds. 

• March 12 – Planning staff presented the Carpentersville Dam Removal project at the Illinois 
association of floodplain and stormwater management conference. 

• March 13 – Planning staff presented the Carpentersville Dam Removal project at the Fox River 
Summit in Burlington Wisconsin. 

• March 18 – Bid opening for the irrigation well at Settlers Hill Golf Course. 
• March 20 – District hosted the Kane Kendall County Council of Mayors Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Committee.  
• Golf Update: March has been a busy month for LGM and the District’s two golf courses. The 

warm weather in mid-March opened the courses earlier than expected, with positive reviews. 
LGM interviewed and hired a new Superintendent of Golf. Steve Kuretsky comes to the District 
from Cantigny Golf in Wheaton, where he was the Director of Agronomy.  
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