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I. Call to Order 
The Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee meeting was held Thursday, 
September 30, 2021 at 9:30 AM at the Administration Offices located at 1996 S. Kirk Road, Suite 
320, Geneva, IL 60134.  The meeting was opened by Chairman Barbara Wojnicki at 9:34 AM. 
Remote=* 

Members Present: 

Attendee Name:    Status: 

President Chris Kious Present 

Char Barbara Wojnicki Present 

Commissioner Mavis Bates Present* 

Commissioner David Brown Present 

Commissioner Michael Kenyon Present 

Commissioner Bill Lenert Present 

Commissioner Myrna Molina Present 

Commissioner Jarret Sanchez Present 

Commissioner Cherryl Strathmann Present* 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Others Present: 

Commissioners: Allan*Gumz*; Exec. Dir. Meyers; CFO Stanish; Chief of Planning Anderson, Jr.; Dir. of 
Ops. Goreth; Dir. of NRM Haberthur; Chief of Police Burger; HR Dir. Yee, Safety Coor. Misner; Dir. of 
Comm. Affairs Metanchuk & staff Kovach; Attorney Hodge and members of the public.  

II. Approval of Minutes from August 26, 2021 

RESULT: APPROVED WITH VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Michael Kenyon, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner  
AYES: David Brown, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, Myrna Molina, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 
REMOTE: Mavis Bates, Cherryl Strathmann 

III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 
None.  

IV. Bids and Proposals 
A. Presentation and Approval of a Bid for a 3-Year Tree and Brush Clearing and Terrestrial 

Management at Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve  
NRM Dir. Haberthur presented the bid for a three year clearing and terrestrial management. The 
Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve is approximately 32 acres, situated south of Bowes Road, 
within the Bowes Creek Country Club subdivision. The site contains three large artificial ponds 
(approximately 8 acres). There are also two smaller, degraded ponds at the site (approximately 0.6 
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acres). The wetlands were created in 2007 as a mitigation project to offset impacts incurred through 
the creation of the subdivision. This mitigation is subject to strict requirements, enforced by the 
Army Corps of Engineers that regulate the acceptable coverage of invasive species on site as well as 
the quality of the recreated community. A portion of the homeowners’ association (HOA) dues of the 
residents is sent to the District for the management of the site, in order to meet these requirements. 

Invasive species, such as Bush honeysuckle and Wild chervil, currently threaten the wealth of 
biodiversity across the preserve. Much of the woods are heavily invaded by these species, which are 
choking-out the understory plants. Mechanical removal of these invasive species, combined with 
chemical follow-up, will help to restore the woods to a healthier condition. This, in turn, will provide 
better habitat quality for the entire suite of wildlife that this preserve supports  
Bids were sought from qualified firms for three years of invasive species monitoring, control, and 
prescribed burning across Bowes Creek Greenway. The contract performance standard is to control 
95% of the herbaceous invasive species present each year, while systematically clearing new sections 
of woody invasive species, each winter. Additionally, the preserve will be entered into a rotational 
prescribed burn regime, with roughly half of the grasslands on site burned each year. 

DISCUSSION: President Kious noted that the funding source for this is covered by the neighborhood 
resident HOA fees.  

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] Next: 10/7/2021 8:30 AM 
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
MOVER: Michael Kenyon, Commissioner 
SECONDER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner  
AYES: David Brown, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, Myrna Molina, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 
REMOTE: Mavis Bates, Cherryl Strathmann 

B. Presentation and Approval of Bids for Tree and Brush Clearing at Freeman Kame-Meagher, 
Burnidge, and Fabyan Forest Preserves 
NRM Dir. Haberthur presented the bid for the tree and brush clearing at various preserves.  
Woody invasive species, such as Common buckthorn and Bush honeysuckle, are some of the primary 
threats to biodiversity in Kane County’s forests. These species create a thick mid-story cover that 
prevents light from reaching native understory plants. They also grow very well in shade; oak 
saplings do not. This adaptation prevents the regeneration of native trees. Mechanical removal of 
these invasive species, combined with chemical follow-up, will help to restore the woods to a 
healthier condition. This, in turn, will provide better habitat quality for the entire suite of wildlife 
that these preserves support. In particular, the habitat value for birds is greatly enhanced with the 
removal of these invasive shrubs. Native insects don’t feed on buckthorn, so their coverage 
decreases the concentration of caterpillars across the sites. Additionally, their plentiful berries are 
nutrient poor and cause a laxative effect that makes them a starvation food. To help address this 
problem at Fabyan Forest Preserve, the District obtained a grant from the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity for $335,000. The grant was secured to aid in the restoration 
of migratory bird habitat across 170 acres at the site, primarily through the removal of woody 
invasive species. This project is to be 100% funded from the state, we are waiting for the final 
approval letter to award the bid. (Commissioner Frasz arrived at 9:40 a.m.) 
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Bates asked about the Arlene Shoemaker project, NRM Dir. Haberthur 
responded that due to funding limitations, staff will need to review if project can be accomplished in-
house or moved to next year to bid.  
Commissioner Brown asked about the timeline of the project and to explain the purpose of this 
project. Haberthur explained the reasons for clearing out the nonnatives. He explained that the 
invasive weeds choke-out native plants and can destroy a restoration area if unaddressed.  In order 
to reduce just the maintenance and actually have restoration of the area we need to step in and 



Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee Minutes 

September 30, 2021 

Page 3 

clear out what is not meant to be there for the habitats. Exec. Dir. Meyers encouraged everyone to 
read and keep the memos and attachments from the packet as the details of the invasive species 
along with project details can help when constituents call with questions. Brief discussion continued.  

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] Next: 10/7/2021 8:30 AM 
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
MOVER: David Brown, Commissioner  
SECONDER: Myrna Molina, Commissioner 
AYES: David Brown, Michael Kenyon, Bill Lenert, Myrna Molina, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 
REMOTE: Mavis Bates, Cherryl Strathmann 

C. Presentation and Approval of a Bid for Native Seed to Use for Natural Restoration of 
District Lands  
NRM Dir. Haberthur presented the bid for native seed and explained the various stages of 
harvesting.  Staff is hopeful this area will attract the Bobbling’s, an at risk prairie bird. Haberthur 
noted staff has a partnership with ducks unlimited in this area, and the wetland area with water 
resources. This high quality can be a potential attraction for turtles.  
Native insects coevolved with native plants, and cannot survive on imported plants. In turn, fauna 
that prey upon native insects cannot do so, if those insects are not present due to non-native or low-
diversity plants occupying the space of our native plants. This year’s seed bid represents the fifth 
year of a project-driven approach to determining seed needs. This is the second year that mixes 
were bid by option with seeds bagged by species. This approach both maximizes value and ensures 
quality of the delivered product. All of the seed specified in our bid is slated to go onto the ground 
this winter, to support ongoing restoration projects. The bid was advertised and sent to 25 vendors 
with 2 responding. Staff recommends the Committee approve the bids for Options 1, 3 and 4 of this 
native seed purchase from a joint bid by Shooting Star Native Seeds of Spring Grove, Minnesota and 
Prairie Moon Nursery of Winona, Minnesota, as detailed in the agenda packet memo.  

DISCUSSION:  President Kious asked if some of the seed is supplemented with the volunteer 
collections. Dir. Haberthur indicated that a part of the collection is what we can gain prior to the 
bidding. Commissioner Bates asked about the hill at Oakhurst Forest Preserve in Aurora, and the 
need more diversity. Dir. Haberthur stated that the area is very low diversity, staff has been putting 
together a capital project proposal to cut back the common thistle issue. Commissioner Molina asked 
approximately how many acres were being retired to prairie, Haberthur responded, this year, over 
200 acres will be retired back to prairie.    

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] Next: 10/7/2021 8:30 AM 
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
MOVER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner  
SECONDER: Jarett Sanchez, Commissioner 
AYES: Myrna Molina, Bill Lenert, David Brown, Michael Kenyon, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 
REMOTE:  Mavis Bates, Cherryl Strathmann 

V. New or Unfinished Business 
A. Presentation and Approval of a Renewal to the Use and License Agreement with the 

Aurora Barnstormers R. C. Club at Aurora West Forest Preserve  
Dir. of Ops. Goreth presented the license agreement renewal with the Aurora Barnstormers. He noted 
that the District helps with adding gravel on the roadway to fill pot holes as well as taking out any 
dead trees that will affect the area.  
A Use and License Agreement was established with the Barnstormers in 2011, for a period of five 
years, with a five-year extension, expiring on September 13, 2021. The Use and License Agreement 
provides non-exclusive use of a portion of the Aurora West Forest Preserve for the establishment of 
a model plane airfield by the Barnstormers. The agreement requires the Barnstormers to be 
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responsible for all coordination of the use of the airfield as well as the maintenance of structures and 
grounds depicted on Exhibit “A.” The new Use and License Agreement will be for a period of 5 years, 
with one 5-year extension at the time of expiration of the first, if both parties agree at that time. 
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Molina clarified that the contract was the same as prior years with no 

changes. Dir. Goreth confirmed.  

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
MOVER: Bill Lenert, Commissioner  
SECONDER: Jarett Sanchez, Commissioner 
AYES: Myrna Molina, Bill Lenert, Mavis Bates, David Brown, Cherryl Strathmann, Michael 

Kenyon, Chris Kious, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 

B. Presentation and Approval of a Use and License Agreement with the Elgin RC Flyers at 
Freeman Kame Forest Preserve  
Dir. of Ops. Goreth presented the license agreement, this was adopted during the property purchase. 
The Elgin RC Flyers group have been utilizing the Freeman Kame Forest Preserve (south) for over 20 
years, even prior to the Forest Preserve District purchasing the property in 2002. The Elgin RC Flyers 
store their mowing and maintenance equipment in a building on site, which also pre-dated District 
ownership. The Use and License Agreement provides for the continued non-exclusive use of a 
portion of the Freeman Kame Forest Preserve (south) for the model plane airfield by the Elgin RC 
Flyers. The agreement requires the Elgin RC Flyers to be responsible for all coordination of the use of 
the airfield as well as the maintenance of the structures and grounds depicted on Exhibit “A.” The 
License Agreement will be for a period of 5-years with a 5-year extension, at the time of expiration of 
the first, if both parties agree at that time. 
DISCUSSION: None.  

RESULT: MOVED FORWARD BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] Next: 10/7/2021 8:30 AM 
TO: Forest Preserve District Executive Committee 
MOVER: Michael Kenyon, Commissioner 
SECONDER: David Brown, Commissioner  
AYES: Myrna Molina, Bill Lenert, Mavis Bates, David Brown, Cherryl Strathmann, Michael 

Kenyon, Chris Kious, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 

VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, Contracts, Litigation and Personnel 
None. 

VII. Communications 
None. 

VIII. Chairman's Comments 
None. 

IX. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

RESULT: ADJOURNED BY VOICE VOTE [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Michael Kenyon, Commissioner 
SECONDER: David Brown, Commissioner  
AYES: Myrna Molina, Bill Lenert, David Brown, Michael Kenyon, Jarett Sanchez, Barbara Wojnicki 
REMOTE:  Mavis Bates, Cherryl Strathmann 

Respectfully Submitted,                                      Barbara Wojnicki, Chairman 

Gabriella Figliozzi        Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee 

Gabriella Figliozzi, Recording Secretary                Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
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Chairman, Barbara Wojnicki  Dave Brown  Jarett Sanchez  

President, Christopher Kious  Mike Kenyon  Cherryl Strathmann  

President Pro Tem, Mavis Bates  Bill Lenert   

Secretary, Myrna Molina    

Executive Director, Monica Meyers    

  

Thursday 9:30 AM September 30, 2021 

I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes from August 26, 2021 

III. Public Comment (Each Speaker is limited to three minutes) 

IV. Bids and Proposals 

A. Presentation and Approval of a Bid for a 3-Year Tree and Brush Clearing and Terrestrial 
Management at Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve  

B. Presentation and Approval of Bids for Tree and Brush Clearing at Freeman Kame-Meagher, 
Burnidge, and Fabyan Forest Preserves  

C. Presentation and Approval of a Bid for Native Seed to Use for Natural Restoration of 
District Lands  

V. New or Unfinished Business 

A. Presentation and Approval of a Renewal to the Use and License Agreement with the 
Aurora Barnstormers R. C. Club at Aurora West Forest Preserve  

B. Presentation and Approval of a Use and License Agreement with the Elgin RC Flyers at 
Freeman Kame Forest Preserve  

VI. Closed Session to Discuss Land Acquisition, Contracts, Litigation and Personnel 

VII. Communications 

VIII. Chairman's Comments 

IX. Adjournment  
    Adjournment until:                Thursday, October 28, 2021 at 9:30 am via zoom and in person at the Forest 

Preserve District Office Board Room 3rd floor 1996 S. Kirk Rd, Geneva, IL 60134 
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DATE:   September 30, 2021 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee 

FROM:  Ben Haberthur, Director of Natural Resources 

Monica Meyers, Executive Director 

VIA:  Ken Stanish, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of a Bid for a 3-Year Tree and Brush Clearing and Terrestrial 

Management at Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve  

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of a 

bid for three years of tree and brush clearing and terrestrial management at the Bowes Creek Greenway 

Forest Preserve in Elgin. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve is approximately 32 acres, situated south of Bowes Road, within 

the Bowes Creek Country Club subdivision. The site contains three large artificial ponds (totaling 

approximately 8 acres). There are also two smaller, degraded ponds at the site (approx. 0.6 acres). The 

wetlands were created in 2007 as a mitigation project to offset impacts incurred through the creation of the 

subdivision. This mitigation is subject to strict requirements, enforced by the Army Corps of Engineers, that 

regulate the acceptable coverage of invasive species on site as well as the quality of the recreated community. 

A portion of the homeowners’ association (HOA) dues of the residents is sent to the District for the 

management of the site, in order to meet these requirements. 

Invasive species, such as Bush honeysuckle and Wild chervil, currently threaten the wealth of biodiversity 

across the preserve. Much of the woods are heavily invaded by these species, which are choking-out the 

understory plants. Mechanical removal of these invasive species, combined with chemical follow-up, will help 

to restore the woods to a healthier condition. This, in turn, will provide better habitat quality for the entire 

suite of wildlife that this preserve supports. 

Bids were sought from qualified firms for three years of invasive species monitoring, control, and prescribed 

burning across Bowes Creek Greenway. The contract performance standard is to control 95 percent of the 

herbaceous invasive species present each year, while systematically clearing new sections of woody invasive 

species, each winter. Additionally, the preserve will be entered into a rotational prescribed burn regime, with 

roughly half of the grasslands on site burned each year. 

The bid was distributed to 33 vendors and advertised. Eleven contractors responded. The qualified, lowest bid 
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was received from Cardno, Inc. of Monee, Illinois, in the amount of $85,855. Of that total, $21,775 is due in 

the first year, $30,590 in the second year, and $33,490 in the final year of the contract.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Funds totaling $25,000 are budgeted in the 2021/22 fiscal year for donated lands management specific to the 

Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve. Sufficient funds totaling $25,000 are available in the Donated Lands 

Management account #01-31-31-7066, to cover the first year cost of $21,775 for tree and brush clearing and 

terrestrial management at Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve. 

The Donated Lands Management line item (01-31-31-7066) of the Natural Resources Management 

department General Fund account is funded through annual Bowes Creek Home Owner Association (HOA) 

dues. A sufficient fund balance exists to accommodate a budgeted increase in fiscal years 2023 and 2024 to 

reflect the second and third year costs of this contract.  

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends the Committee approve the bid from Cardno, Inc. of Monee, Illinois, for three years of tree 

and brush clearing, monitoring and management of three ponds at Bowes Creek Greenway Forest Preserve for 

a total contract cost of $85,855.  

ATTACHMENTS: Bid Abstract 

   County Locator Map 

   Project Area Map 
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DATE:   September 30, 2021 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee 

FROM:  Ben Haberthur, Director of Natural Resources 

Monica Meyers, Executive Director 

VIA:  Ken Stanish, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of Bids for Tree and Brush Clearing at Freeman Kame-Meagher, 

Burnidge, and Fabyan Forest Preserves  
 

PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of 

bids for invasive brush and tree clearing at portions of Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve in Gilberts, 

Burnidge Forest Preserve in Elgin, and Fabyan Forest Preserve in Geneva. 

BACKGROUND: 

Woody invasive species, such as Common buckthorn and Bush honeysuckle, are some of the primary threats 

to biodiversity in Kane County’s forests. These species create a thick mid-story cover that prevents light from 

reaching native understory plants. They also grow very well in shade; oak saplings do not. This adaptation 

prevents the regeneration of native trees. 

Mechanical removal of these invasive species, combined with chemical follow-up, will help to restore the 

woods to a healthier condition. This, in turn, will provide better habitat quality for the entire suite of wildlife 

that these preserves support. In particular, the habitat value for birds is greatly enhanced with the removal of 

these invasive shrubs. Native insects don’t feed on buckthorn, so their coverage decreases the concentration 

of caterpillars across the sites. Additionally, their plentiful berries are nutrient poor and cause a laxative effect 

that makes them a starvation food. 

To help address this problem at Fabyan Forest Preserve, the District obtained a grant from the Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity for $335,000. The grant was secured to aid in the 

restoration of migratory bird habitat across 170 acres at the site, primarily through the removal of woody 

invasive species. 

Contractors were sought to bid on clearing projects across four heavily infested forest preserves. Projects are 

as follows: 

Project 1 – Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve in Gilberts. Tree and brush clearing will focus on 

approximately 13.5 acres at Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls.  

Packet Pg. 8
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Project 2 – Burnidge Forest Preserve in West Dundee. Tree and brush clearing will focus on 

approximately 25.1 acres of the main preserve.  

Project 3 – Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve in Aurora. Tree and brush clearing will focus on 

approximately 11.3 acres on the northeast side.  

Project 4 – Fabyan Forest Preserve in Geneva. Tree and brush clearing will focus on approximately 

78.4 acres, on the east side of Illinois Route 25.  

Project 5 – Fabyan Forest Preserve in Geneva. Tree and brush clearing will focus on approximately 29 

acres, north of the windmill.  

Project 6 – Fabyan Forest Preserve in Geneva. Tree and brush clearing will focus on approximately 

19.5 acres, south of the windmill.  

Project 7 – Fabyan Forest Preserve in Geneva. Tree and brush clearing will focus on approximately 6.9 

acres, on the east side of the river, and south of Fabyan Parkway.  

The District advertised and sent bids to 28 vendors, with six responding. The qualified, lowest bids for each 

option were as follows: 

Project 1 – Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve (13.5 acres): Bid of $55,450, submitted by Central 

Tree & Landscape Mulch, LLC, of Hoffman Estates, Illinois. 

Project 2 – Burnidge Forest Preserve (25.1 acres): Bid of $46,435, submitted by Encap, Inc., of DeKalb, 

Illinois. 

Project 3 – Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve (11.3 acres): Bid of $14,945, submitted by Central Tree 

& Landscape Mulch, LLC, of Hoffman Estates, Illinois. 

Project 4 – Fabyan Forest Preserve (78.4 acres): Bid of $156,800, submitted by Encap, Inc., of DeKalb, 

Illinois. 

Project 5 – Fabyan Forest Preserve (29 acres): Bid of $88,450, submitted by Encap, Inc., of DeKalb, 

Illinois. 

Project 6 – Fabyan Forest Preserve (19.5 acres): Bid of $43,115, submitted by Pizzo & Associates, LTD, 

of Leland, Illinois. 

Project 7 – Fabyan Forest Preserve (6.9 acres): Bid of $13,110, submitted by Encap, Inc., of DeKalb, 

Illinois. 

 

Project 3 at Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve will be addressed at a later date, and as budget allows. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Funds totaling $100,000 were budgeted in Fiscal Year 2021/22 for tree-thinning projects at several preserves. 

Packet Pg. 9
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Funds totaling $99,300 are available in the Natural Resource Management Tree and Brush Thinning budget, 

Account #01-31-31-7063, to cover all of project 1 and $43,850 of project 2, for a total cost of $99,300. Funds 

totaling $140,000 were budgeted in Fiscal Year 2021/22 for weed management. Sufficient funds totaling 

$73,218.79 are available in the Natural Resource Management Weed Management budget, Account #01-31-

31-7064, to cover the $2,585 remaining on project 2. 

Funds totaling $335,000 were budgeted in Fiscal Year 2021/22 for the Fabyan Woods Migratory Bird Habitat 

project. Sufficient funds totaling $335,000 are available in the Fabyan Woods Migratory Bird Habitat project, 

Account #03-31-31-7060 Project #20901, to cover projects 4, 5, 6 and 7 at a total cost of $301,475. 

Sufficient funds are not available to cover the cost of project 3 at $14,945. Staff will address this area later, 

possibly in-house. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends the Committee approve the contracts for invasive tree and brush removal at portions of 

Freeman Kame-Meagher, Burnidge, and Fabyan Forest Preserves to the three separate qualified, lowest 

bidders as follows:  

 Project 1 – Central Tree & Landscape Mulch, LLC, of Hoffman Estates, Illinois, at $55,450 for Project 1. 

 Projects 2, 4, 5 & 7 – Encap, Inc., of DeKalb, Illinois, at $46,435 for Project 2, $156,800 for Project 4, 

$88,450 for Project 5, and $13,110 for Project 7, for a total contract cost of $304,795. 

 Project 6 – Pizzo & Associates, LTD., of Leland, Illinois, for a total contract cost of $43,115. 

The total cost for all six projects is $403,360. 

ATTACHMENTS: Bid Abstract   
 County Locator Map   
 Freeman Kame-Meagher Project Area Map 
 Burnidge Project Area Map  
 Fabyan Projects 4, 5, 6, & 7 Area Map 
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DATE:   September 30, 2021 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee 

FROM:  Ben Haberthur, Director of Natural Resources 

Monica Meyers, Executive Director 

VIA:  Ken Stanish, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of a Bid for Native Seed to Use for Natural Restoration of District 

Lands  
 

PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of a 

bid for native seed purchases for FY 2021/22 Natural Resource Management restoration projects. 

BACKGROUND: 

Native plants are the basis of all native ecosystems, and therefore are the basis of our work in the Natural 

Resource Management department. Native insects coevolved with native plants, and cannot survive on 

imported plants. In turn, fauna that prey upon native insects cannot do so, if those insects are not present due 

to non-native or low-diversity plants occupying the space of our native plants.   

This year’s seed bid represents the fifth year of a project-driven approach to determining seed needs. This is 

the second year that mixes were bid by option with seeds bagged by species. This approach both maximizes 

value and ensures quality of the delivered product. All of the seed specified in our bid is slated to go onto the 

ground this winter, to support ongoing restoration projects. 

The bid was advertised and sent to 25 vendors with two responding. The bid was advertised with the following 

four options:  

Option 1 – Big Rock & Binnie Forest Preserves:  138 species to be sown across an approximately 56-acre field 

at Big Rock Forest Preserve in Big Rock and an approximately 50-acre field at Binnie Forest Preserve in West 

Dundee. The restoration at Big Rock is a new agricultural-to-tallgrass-prairie restoration, located east and west 

of the campground. The restoration at Binnie is a new agricultural-to-prairie-and-wetland restoration. These 

restorations will also be supplemented with seed harvested by staff and volunteers. 

Option 2 – Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve:  146 species to be sown across an approximately 50-acre field 

at Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve in Burlington.  This restoration is a new agricultural-field-to-tallgrass-

prairie restoration and represents the third phase of our Bobolink prairie project aimed to recreate prairie 

habitat. 

Option 3 – Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve:  136 species to be sown across an approximately 61-
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acre project area at Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve in Gilberts.  This restoration is a new 

agricultural-to-tallgrass-prairie restoration that is catered specifically to turtle habitat creation. 

Option 4 – Pollinator Meadows:  124 species to be sown across areas at Tyler Creek Forest Preserve in Elgin, 

LeRoy Oakes and Brewster Creek Forest Preserves in St. Charles, and Fabyan and Gunnar Anderson Forest 

Preserves in Geneva, totaling approximately 22 acres. This project was designed to create pollinator habitat 

from several maintenance-mowing reduction areas. The District received a 2020 ComEd Green Region Grant 

of $10,000 to aid in the completion of this project.  

The qualified, lowest bid for Options 1, 3, and 4 was a joint bid by Shooting Star Native Seeds of Spring Grove, 

Minnesota, and Prairie Moon Nursery of Winona, Minnesota. The qualified bid for Option 2 was over budget, 

and therefore was removed from this request. 

The qualified, lowest bids are as follows: 

Option 1 – Big Rock & Binnie Woods Forest Preserves (106 acres): Bid of $104,700. 

Option 2 – Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve (50 acres): Bid of $123,350. 

Option 3 – Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve (60 acres): Bid of $61,100. 

Option 4 – Pollinator Meadows (22 acres): Bid of $20,450. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Funds totaling $120,000 were budgeted in FY 2021/22 in the General Fund Native Seed and Plants Account 

(#01-31-31-6035). Sufficient funds totaling $120,000 are available in this account for the expense of Option 1 

at $104,700.  

Funds totaling $100,000 were budgeted in FY 2021/22 in the Construction & Development Restoration 

Account (#03-31-31-7060) for the Prairie Recreation at Burlington Prairie Project (#20701). Because funds are 

not available to cover the qualified bid for this option from Shooting Star Native Seeds/Prairie Moon Nursery 

at $123,350, this option has been removed and the project will be coordinated through a request for 

proposals (RFP) at the specific budget. 

Funds totaling $60,000 were budgeted in FY 2021/22 in the Construction & Development Restoration Account 

(#03-31-31-7060) for the Turtle Shell Wetlands Creation project at Freeman Kame (Project #20903). Funds 

totaling $60,000 are available for the majority expense of Option 3, totaling $61,100. Funds totaling $15,300 

are available in the General Fund Native Seed and Plants Account (#01-31-31-6035), after accounting for 

Option 1, to cover the remaining $1,100 of Option 3. 

Funds totaling $10,000 were budgeted in FY 2021/22 in the Construction & Development Restoration Account 

(#03-31-31-7060) for the Pollinator Meadows project (Project #20902). Funds totaling $10,000 are available 

for the partial expense of Option 4, at $20,450.  Funds totaling $14,200 remain (after accounting for Options 1 

and 3) in the General Fund Native Seed Account to cover the additional $10,450 of the expense of Option 4. 

This $10,000 general fund expense represents a ComEd Green Region Grant requirement for matching funds. 

The total cost of options 1, 3 and 4 is $186,250.  
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September 30, 2021 
 

 

 Page 3 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends the Committee approve the bids for Options 1, 3 and 4 of this native seed purchase from a 

joint bid by Shooting Star Native Seeds of Spring Grove, Minnesota and Prairie Moon Nursery of Winona, 

Minnesota, as detailed.  

ATTACHMENTS:   County Locator Map 

Big Rock F.P. Project Area Map 

Binnie Woods F.P. Project Area Map 

Burlington Prairie F.P. Project Area Map 

Freeman Kame-Meagher F.P. Project Area Map 

Pollinator Meadows Project Area Maps 

Bid Abstract 
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

 Page 1 

DATE:   September 30, 2021 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee 

FROM:  John Goreth, Director of Operations 

Monica Meyers, Executive Director 

VIA:  Ken Stanish, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of a Renewal to the Use and License Agreement with the Aurora 

Barnstormers R. C. Club at Aurora West Forest Preserve  
 

PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of a 

renewal to the Use and License Agreement with The Aurora Barnstormers RC Club, of Elburn, Illinois, 

(Barnstormers) for the use of a portion of Aurora West Forest Preserve for a model plane airfield. 

BACKGROUND: 

A Use and License Agreement was established with the Barnstormers in 2011, for a period of five years, with a 

five-year extension, expiring on September 13, 2021.  

The Use and License Agreement provides non-exclusive use of a portion of the Aurora West Forest Preserve 

for the establishment of a model plane airfield by the Barnstormers. The agreement requires the 

Barnstormers to be responsible for all coordination of the use of the airfield as well as the maintenance of 

structures and grounds depicted on Exhibit “A.” The new Use and License Agreement will be for a period of 5 

years, with one 5-year extension at the time of expiration of the first, if both parties agree at that time. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

There is no financial impact to the Forest Preserve District for this agreement. District staff occasionally helps 

to maintain the graveled access road. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends the Committee approve the renewal to the Use and License Agreement with the 

Barnstormers for the use of a portion of Aurora West Forest Preserve for a model plane airfield. 

ATTACHMENTS:   Countywide Map 

   License Agreement – First Amendment 

   Exhibit “A” 
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USE AND LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that the undersigned, FOREST PRESERVE 

DISTRICT OF KANE COUNTY (hereinafter "DISTRICT"), for and in consideration of the 

mutual covenants herein contained, does hereby permit THE AURORA BARNSTORMERS RC 

CLUB, of Elburn, Illinois, (hereinafter called "BARNSTORMERS") the non-exclusive right, 

permission and authority to use, operate and maintain that property which is described in Exhibit 

A attached hereto and incorporated herein (the "Premises"; such rights granted are hereinafter 

referred to as the "Barnstormers License"). DISTRICT further grants BARNSTORMERS the right 

of ingress and egress to and from the Premises for itself, its workers, agents and contractors for 

the purpose of the undertaking programs of remote control aircraft and related events, and for all 

other purposes convenient or incidental to the exercise by BARNSTORMERS of the rights herein 

granted for the term of this Agreement. 

 

The Aforesaid Permit and non-exclusive license are granted as and from the date hereof, 

and shall be terminated at the end of five (5) years from the date of this Agreement. Provided 

BARNSTORMERS are not in default at the end of the initial term, the parties agree that this 

Agreement shall renew for an additional 5 year term (one time for a total of 10 years), unless either 

party exercises their rights under the following terms and conditions precedent, which shall 

continue for the extended term of this Agreement, and which are hereby mutually covenanted and 

agreed to, by and between DISTRICT and BARNSTORMERS. 

 

FIRST.  DISTRICT covenants to and with BARNSTORMERS that DISTRICT is the 

lawful fee simple owner of the Premises and that it has the right and authority to make this license 

and permit grant 

 

SECOND.  DISTRICT covenants that it shall install a sign at the entrance gate and at the 

field location. Said signs shall set forth the priority use of the field for remote control model plane 

flying by the        BARNSTORMERS and all others. The DISTRICT further agrees to acknowledge 

the BARNSTORMERS as having a flying sight on DISTRICT Premises upon any inquiry by a 

third party regarding same 

 

THIRD.  BARNSTORMERS, at the time of occupancy and as a condition precedent to any 

right received under this Agreement shall present to DISTRICT and display at the Premises for 

the term of the lease, its license or permit to undertake the flying of model airplanes and such other 

flying models, if required by state or local law to maintain same. Additionally, BARNSTORMERS 

agrees to the following: 

 

1. To be responsible for the maintenance of safe and sanitary conditions of the 

BARNSTORMERS Premises depicted on Exhibit A only; and 
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2. To be responsible for all maintenance of structures and grounds within the 

Premises area depicted on Exhibit A; and 

 

3. To store all equipment and other supplies off site (other than the existing fence, 

signage posted by the BARNSTORMERS, the frequency board, the flying 

tables and the entry gate, which are expressly permitted to be left on the site 

during the term of this Agreement), as storage of any other materials outside is 

strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the DISTRICT; and 

 

4. To dispose of all waste products generated by the BARNSTORMERS through 

appropriate garbage and or scavenger services in a location off of the Premises; 

and 

 

5. To recognize the DISTRICT as providing the Premises as a site for 

BARNSTORMERS activities on all newly printed materials and advertising 

regarding the site; and 

 

6. To provide the DISTRICT a copy of a list of participants using the 

BARNSTORMERS facilities at the Premises on an annual basis, to be 

supplemented annually as additional participants are added during any given 

year. 

 

FOURTH. The Aforesaid Permit, nonexclusive license concerning the Premises and the 

DISTRICT license, are granted from the date hereof, and, unless extended as otherwise herein 

provided, shall be terminated at the end of five (5) years from the date of this Agreement on the 

following terms and conditions precedent and continuing for the terms of this Agreement, which 

are hereby mutually covenanted and agreed to, by and between DISTRICT and 

BARNSTORMERS. 

 

FIFTH. BARNSTORMERS, for itself and on behalf of its agents, representatives, 

employees and contractors agree to pay for the cost of and hold DISTRICT harmless from any and 

all losses of or damages to property, including environmental and economic losses, or injuries to 

or death of any person resulting from BARNSTORMERS, its employees, contractors, affiliates, 

subsidiaries or successors, activity or use on the Premises, or any property affected by such activity 

or use. BARNSTORMERS shall indemnify and save harmless DISTRICT, its officers and 

employees, from all claims, litigation and liability asserted against them or any of them, and any 

costs and attorney's fees incidental thereto, on account of injury to or death of any person or persons 

whomsoever, on account of damage to any property, caused by, connected with, or in any way 

attributable to the rights herein granted or BARNSTORMERS failure to comply with any of the 

terms or conditions hereof. BARNSTORMERS shall pay for the defense of DISTRICT, its officers 
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and employees in any such litigation, with DISTRICT having the right to designate its own local 

counsel. BARNSTORMERS shall not be required to indemnify and hold the DISTRICT harmless 

for any action of the DISTRICT, of its agents, employees, contractors or others under the control 

of the DISTRICT. Further, BARNSTORMERS shall not be required to indemnify and hold the 

District harmless for any flying activity or use of the Premises which are not approved or 

sanctioned by BARNSTORMERS, or by persons not involved with the BARNSTORMERS Club 

(if there is non-Club related flying at the site) or by persons not sanctioned by the 

BARNSTORMERS, nor damages nor claims caused by persons that are not members of the 

BARNSTORMERS Club. 

 

The BARNSTORMERS Liability shall be strictly limited to BARNSTORMERS Club 

members and club-related activities only and or documented guests participating in club activities. 

The BARNSTORMERS liability is further limited to the coverage provided through the AMA 

club liability insurance policy, which shall be maintained by the BARNSTORMERS through the 

Academy of Model Aeronautics (hereafter the "AMA'') at all times during this Agreement. 

 

SIXTH. BARNSTORMERS agree to obtain any and all necessary permits or licenses from 

any public or quasi-public authorities having jurisdiction concerning the programs and activities 

to be undertaken by BARNSTORMERS at the Premises for any applicable events. Regular 

BARNSTORMERS day to day club activities presently require no special permits, and the 

DISTRICT agrees that no permits are required for BARNSTORMERS routine flying activities at 

the present time, but in the event of a change in the applicable rules, statutes or ordinances 

regarding same, the BARNSTORMERS agree to comply with such limitations which may then 

exist. 

 

SEVENTH. BARNSTORMERS agree that written approvals shall be secured from the 

DISTRICT prior to the maintenance (other than routine grass mowing and related trimming, which 

shall be permitted without notice), renovation, expansion or construction of the Premises. Email 

notice and confirmation shall be considered acceptable written approval between the 

BARNSTORMERS and the DISTRICT and such approval need only be done once annually for 

each activity or additional similar activity to be held. 

 

EIGHTH. BARNSTORMERS are prohibited from any financial solicitation for 

contributions on the Premises, with the exception that the BARNSTORMERS may promote itself, 

its club activities, and recruitment of new members which may visit the Premises. 

 

NINTH. BARNSTORMERS agree to pay DISTRICT its grantees, lessees, licensees, 

successors or assigns for any and all damage and expense which they or any of them may sustain 

or damage to any property of DISTRICT, its successors or assigns, caused by or attributable to the 

exercise by BARNSTORMERS of the rights granted by this Agreement. The BARNSTORMERS 
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liability is limited to occurrences arising from activities by BARNSTORMERS Club members or 

activities by its documented guests that are participating in BARNSTORMERS Club activities. 

This liability shall be limited to the AMA club liability insurance policy coverage, provided such 

insurance coverage is maintained in accordance with the provisions hereof. 

 

TENTH. The privileges herein granted are subject to the paramount rights of the 

DISTRICT, and DISTRICT shall not be liable to BARNSTORMERS for damage to the property 

of BARNSTORMERS due to the installation, operation, maintenance or removal of any present 

or future facilities of DISTRICT on its property subject to the rights of this License. The 

DISTRICT shall give the BARNSTORMERS 90 days' notice of any intent to change existing 

facilities at the Premises which may detrimentally impact BARNSTORMERS use of the Premises. 

 

ELEVENTH. This License shall not in any manner or to any extent limit or restrict the 

right of DISTRICT to grant additional licenses or rights over, along, under and across said property 

herein for other purposes, subject to the rights of this license. Further, BARNSTORMERS use of 

the Premises shall not be exclusive and shall be subject to the reasonable use by other members of 

the public at all times, provided such uses are compatible with reasonable safety requirements and 

other reasonable considerations relative to such use. Should the BARNSTORMERS have special 

events, having given previous notice to the DISTRICT and with its written approval, the 

DISTRICT shall provide the BARNSTORMERS exc1usive use of the premises for that event, 

such that no outside party shall have the right to interfere with the event being conducted by the 

BARNSTORMERS Club for the period of the event. 

 

TWELFTH. Any taxes, assessments or imposts levied against DISTRICT or its property 

by reason of the construction, existence, operation, maintenance, repair or removal of said the 

BARNSTORMERS use on DISTRICT property shall either be paid and discharged by 

BARNSTORMERS, or DISTRICT shall be reimbursed by BARNSTORMERS for the amount 

paid by DISTRICT for or on account thereof. There are currently no utilities presently serving the 

Premises. 

 

THIRTEENTH. BARNSTORMERS agree to utilize the property in a manner that will not 

cause a nuisance or other objectionable condition to arise. Upon completion of the activities of 

BARNSTORMERS or the expiration of the term hereof, DISTRICT's property shall be left in a 

neat, clean and orderly condition, at the sole expense of BARNSTORMERS. The Premises shall 

be available to BARNSTORMERS only during the regularly scheduled hours of the District for 

the Premises generally (currently sunrise to sunset). The parties acknowledge that the public and 

others have a right to concurrent use of the Premises. The BARNSTORMERS are specifically not 

responsible for any clean up or disposal of animal waste, or any other waste generated by or tended 

to by non-BARNSTORMER club members or non- club activities at the Premises. The DISTRICT 

acknowledges the Premises conditions recited in EXHIBIT A on the day and date this Agreement 
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commences. The DISTRICT is the owner of the gravel road, the gravel parking lot, and the parking 

bumpers/poles around the parking lot. The BARNSTORMERS will retain ownership of the fence, 

all existing signage, the frequency board, the flying tables and the entry gate and upon termination 

or expiration of this Agreement, the BARNSTORMERS will remove the its aforementioned items 

from the Premises. The BARNSTORMERS have maintained the Premises over 20 years prior to 

the date of this Agreement and will continue to maintain the airfield flying site during the term 

hereof. 

 

FOURTEENTH. DISTRICT shall have the right to perform inspections of facilities and 

grounds at the Premises from time to time. Notice of required improvements to facilities and/or 

grounds with reasonable deadlines for compliance will be provided to the BARNSTORMERS in 

writing 90 days in advance of said changes. To the extent BARNSTORMERS determine that there 

is an adverse impact to the BARNSTORMERS Club resulting from any type of required change 

to the site, the BARNSTORMERS shall be free to terminate this Agreement. 

 

FIFTHTEENTH. BARNSTORMERS covenants and agrees that it will not permit or suffer 

any lien to be put upon or arise or accrue against said premises in favor of any person or persons, 

individual or corporate, furnishing either labor or material in any work herein proposed, and 

BARNSTORMERS further covenants and agrees to hold DISTRICT and said Premises free from 

any and all liens or rights or claims of lien which may or might arise or accrue under or be based 

upon any mechanic's lien law, so called, of the State of Illinois, now in force or hereafter to be 

enacted. All contracts and agreements that may be made by BARNSTORMERS relating to any 

work herein proposed, shall expressly state that the interest of DISTRICT in and to said premises 

shall be wholly free from and not subject to any lien or claim of any contractor, subcontractor, 

mechanic, material man or laborer, whether based upon any law or regulation of the State of 

Illinois, or any other authority, now in force or hereafter to be enacted, and BARNSTORMERS 

also hereby covenants and agrees that it will not enter into any contract for such work which shall 

not in express terms contain the aforesaid provision. 

 

SIXTEENTH. BARNSTORMERS agree to purchase and maintain during the term of this 

license or any extension thereof, at BARNSTORMERS' cost, a policy or policies of insurance 

issued through the AMA club liability insurance policy. 

 

1. Should the BARNSTORMERS' hire a contractor to mow the field, that 

contractor shall provide a certificate of liability insurance acceptable to both the 

BARNSTORMERS' and the DISTRICT and the certificate shall be submitted 

to the DISTRICT for approval. All other work done at the Premises by 

BARNSTORMERS shall be by club members on a volunteer basis, for which 

BARNSTORMERS shall be responsible, subject to the AMA club liability 

insurance policy.   Work done by the DISTRICT or its employees or agents shall 
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be the sole responsibility of the DISTRICT and the DISTRICT shall have sole 

liability with respect to same. There shall be furnished to DISTRICT each year 

a Certificate of Insurance issued pursuant to the requirements contained in this 

paragraph with DISTRICT listed as an additional insured. Said liability policy 

shall be issued by the AMA, as above stated. 

 

SEVENTEENTH. This Agreement is not assignable or transferable. Both parties reserve the right 

to terminate this agreement with a ninety (90) day written notice. 

 

 

SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS ON NEXT PAGE 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this document this 12th day of 

October, 2021. 

 

DISTRICT:     BARNSTORMERS: 

 

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF  THE AURORA BARNSTORMER RC CLUB 

KANE COUNTY  

 

By: ________________________  By: __________________________ 

       Christopher W. Kious, President   President  

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:      ATTEST: 

 

 

By:_________________________  By: ___________________________  

      Myrna Molina, Secretary        Secretary  
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EXHIBIT A 

 

The DISTRICT is the owner of the gravel road, the gravel parking lot, and the parking 

bumpers/poles around the parking lot. The BARNSTORMERS will retain ownership of the fence, 

all existing signage posted by the BARNSTORMERS, the frequency board, the flying tables and the 

entry gate. Should the lease be terminated, the BARNSTORMERS will remove its items from the 

Premises. 
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AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

 Page 1 

DATE:   September 30, 2021 

TO:   Forest Preserve District Planning and Utilization Committee 

FROM:  John Goreth, Director of Operations 

Monica Meyers, Executive Director 

VIA:  Ken Stanish, Chief Financial Officer 

SUBJECT: Presentation and Approval of a Use and License Agreement with the Elgin RC Flyers at Freeman 

Kame Forest Preserve  
 

PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Committee with information to consider the approval of a 

Use and License Agreement with The Elgin Academy RC Flyers of Gilberts, Illinois, (Elgin RC Flyers) for the use 

of a portion of Freeman Kame Forest Preserve for a model plane airfield.  

BACKGROUND: 

The Elgin RC Flyers group have been utilizing the Freeman Kame Forest Preserve (south) for over 20 years, 

even prior to the Forest Preserve District (District) purchasing the property in 2002. The Elgin RC Flyers store 

their mowing and maintenance equipment in a building on site, which also pre-dated District ownership.  

The Use and License Agreement provides for the continued non-exclusive use of a portion of the Freeman 

Kame Forest Preserve (south) for the model plane airfield by the Elgin RC Flyers. The agreement requires the 

Elgin RC Flyers to be responsible for all coordination of the use of the airfield as well as the maintenance of the 

structures and grounds depicted on Exhibit “A.” The License Agreement will be for a period of 5-years with a 

5-year extension, at the time of expiration of the first, if both parties agree at that time. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

There is no financial impact to the District for this agreement. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the Committee approve the Use and License Agreement with the Elgin RC Flyers for 

the use of a portion of Freeman Kame Forest Preserve (South) for a model plane airfield. 

ATTACHMENTS:   Countywide Map 

License Agreement 
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USE AND LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that the undersigned, FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF KANE 

COUNTY (hereinafter "DISTRICT"), for and in consideration of the mutual covenants herein contained, does hereby 
permit THE ELGIN ACADEMY OF RC FLYERS, of Gilberts, Illinois,, (hereinafter called "ELGIN RC FLYERS") the 
non-exclusive right, permission and authority to use, operate and maintain that property which is described in Exhibit A 

attached hereto and incorporated herein (the "Premises"; such rights granted are hereinafter referred to as the "Elgin RC 
Flyers License"). DISTRICT further grants Elgin RC Flyers the right of ingress and egress to and from the Premises for 
itself, its workers, agents and contractors for the purpose of the undertaking programs of remote control aircraft and related 
events and for all other purposes convenient or incidental to the exercise by Elgin RC Flyers of the rights herein granted 
for the term of this Agreement. 

 
The Aforesaid Permit and non-exclusive license are granted as and from the date hereof, and shall be terminated 

at the end of five (5) years from the date of this Agreement. Provided ELGIN RC FLYERS are not in default at the end 
of the initial term, the parties agree that this Agreement shall renew for an additional 5 year term (one time for a total of 
10 years), unless either party exercises their rights under the following terms and conditions precedent, which shall 
continue for the extended term of this Agreement, and which are hereby mutually covenanted and agreed to, by and 
between DISTRICT and ELGIN RC FLYERS. 

 
FIRST. DISTRICT covenants to and with ELGIN RC FLYERS that DISTRICT is the lawful fee simple owner 

of the Premises and that it has the right and authority to make this license and permit grant 

 
SECOND, DISTRICT covenants that it shall install a sign at the entrance gate and at the field location. Said signs 

shall set forth the priority use of the field for remote control model plane flying by the ELGIN RC FLYERS and all 
others. The DISTRICT further agrees to acknowledge the ELGIN RC FLYERS as having a flying sight on DISTRICT 
Premises upon any inquiry by a third party regarding same. 

 

 
THIRD. ELGIN RC FLYERS, at the time of occupancy and as a condition precedent to any right received under 

this Agreement shall present to DISTRICT and display at the Premises for the term of the lease, its license or permit to 
undertake the flying of model airplanes, if required by state or local law to maintain same. Additionally, ELGIN RC 
FLYERS agrees to the following: 

 

 

1. To be responsible for the maintenance of safe and sanitary conditions of the ELGIN RC 
FLYERS Premises depicted on Exhibit A only. 

2. The Elgin RC Flyers shall be responsible for all maintenance of structures and 

grounds within the Premises area depicted on Exhibit A. 

 

3. Elgin RC Flyers shall store all mowing equipment and other supplies on site in a storage 

facility that has been on this site for 25 years.  This storage facility shall house all mowing 

equipment that is used to maintain the flying field and parking lot. Other material stored 

on site shall include existing fence, signage posted by the ELGIN RC FLYERS, the 

frequency board, the flying tables, picnic tables and rollers to level the ground.  This 

equipment shall be expressly permitted to be left on the site during the term of this 

Agreement.  Storage of any other materials outside is strictly prohibited without the 

express written consent of the DISTRICT; and 
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4. To dispose of all waste products generated by the ELGIN RC FLYERS through 

appropriate garbage and or scavenger services in a location off of the Premises. 

 

5. To recognize the DISTRICT as providing the Premises as a site for ELGIN RC 

FLYERS activities on all newly printed materials and advertising regarding the site. 

 

6. To provide the DISTRICT a copy of a list of participants using the ELGIN RC 

FLYERS facilities at the Premises on an annual basis, to be supplemented annually as 

additional participants are added during any given year. 

 

FOURTH. The Aforesaid Permit, nonexclusive license concerning the Premises and the DISTRICT 

license, are granted from the date hereof, and, unless extended as otherwise herein provided, shall be terminated 

at the end of five (5) years from the date of this Agreement on the following terms and conditions precedent and 

continuing for the terms of this Agreement, which are hereby mutually covenanted and agreed to, by and 

between DISTRICT and ELGIN RC FLYERS. 

 

FIFTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS, for itself and on behalf of its agents, representatives, employees and 

contractors agree to pay for the cost of and hold DISTRICT harmless from any and all losses of or damages to 

property, including environmental and economic losses, or injuries to or death of any person resulting from 

ELGIN RC FLYERS, its employees, contractors, affiliates, subsidiaries or successors, activity or use on the 

Premises, or any property affected by such activity or use. ELGIN RC FLYERS shall indemnify and save 

harmless DISTRICT, its officers and employees, from all claims, litigation and liability asserted against them 

or any of them, and any costs and attorney's fees incidental thereto, on account of injury to or death of any person 

or persons whomsoever, on account of damage to any property, caused by, connected with, or in any way 

attributable to the rights herein granted or ELGIN RC FLYERS failure to comply with any of the terms or 

conditions hereof. ELGIN RC FLYERS shall pay for the defense of DISTRICT, its officers and employees in 

any such litigation, with DISTRICT having the right to designate its own local counsel. ELGIN RC FLYERS 

shall not be required to indemnify and hold the DISTRICT harmless for any action of the DISTRICT, of its 

agents, employees, contractors or others under the control of the DISTRICT. Further, ELGIN RC FLYERS 

shall not be required to indemnify and hold the District harmless for any flying activity or use of the Premises 

which are not approved or sanctioned by ELGIN RC FLYERS, or by persons not involved with the ELGIN 

RC FLYERS Club (if there is non-Club related flying at the site) or by persons not sanctioned by the ELGIN RC 

FLYERS, nor damages nor claims caused by persons that are not members of the ELGIN RC FLYERS Club. 

 

The ELGIN RC FLYERS Liability shall be strictly limited to ELGIN RC FLYERS Club members and 

club-related activities only and or documented guests participating in club activities. The ELGIN RC FLYERS 

liability is further limited to the coverage provided through the AMA club liability insurance policy, which shall 

be maintained by the ELGIN RC FLYERS through the Academy of Model Aeronautics (hereafter the "AMA'') 

at all times during this Agreement. 

 

SIXTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS agree to obtain any and all necessary permits or licenses from any 

public or quasi-public authorities having jurisdiction concerning the programs and activities to be undertaken 

by ELGIN RC FLYERS at the Premises for any applicable events. Regular ELGIN RC FLYERS day to day 

club activities presently require no special permits, and the DISTRICT agrees that no permits are required for 

ELGIN RC FLYERS routine flying activities at the present time, but in the event of a change in the applicable 

rules, statutes or ordinances regarding same, the ELGIN RC FLYERS agree to comply with such limitations 

which may then exist. 
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SEVENTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS agree that written approvals shall be secured from the DISTRICT prior 

to the maintenance (other than routine grass mowing and related trimming, which shall be permitted without 

notice), renovation, expansion or construction of the Premises. Email notice and confirmation shall be 

considered acceptable written approval between the ELGIN RC FLYERS and the DISTRICT and such approval 

need only be done once annually for each activity or additional similar activity to be held. 

 

EIGHTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS are prohibited from any financial solicitation for contributions on 

the Premises, with the exception that the ELGIN RC FLYERS may promote itself, its club activities and 

recruitment of new members which may visit the Premises. 

 

NINTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS agree to pay DISTRICT its grantees, lessees, licensees, successors or 

assigns for any and all damage and expense which they or any of them may sustain or damage to any property of 

DISTRICT, its successors or assigns, caused by or attributable to the exercise by ELGIN RC FLYERS of the 

rights granted by this Agreement. The ELGIN RC FLYERS liability is limited to occurrences arising from 

activities by ELGIN RC FLYERS Club members or activities by its documented guests that are participating in 

ELGIN RC FLYERS Club activities. This liability shall be limited to the AMA club liability insurance policy 

coverage, provided such insurance coverage is maintained in accordance with the provisions hereof. 

TENTH. The privileges herein granted are subject to the paramount rights of the DISTRICT, and 

DISTRICT shall not be liable to ELGIN RC FLYERS for damage to the property of ELGIN RC FLYERS due to 

the installation, operation, maintenance or removal of any present or future facilities of DISTRICT on its 

property subject to the rights of this License. The DISTRICT shall give the ELGIN RC FLYERS 90 days' 

notice of any intent to change existing facilities at the Premises which may detrimentally impact ELGIN RC 

FLYERS use of the Premises. 

 

ELEVENTH. This License shall not in any manner or to any extent limit or restrict the right of 

DISTRICT to grant additional licenses or rights over, along, under and across said property herein for other 

purposes, subject to the rights of this license. Further, ELGIN RC FLYERS use of the Premises shall not be 

exclusive and shall be subject to the reasonable use by other members of the public at all times, provided 

such uses are compatible with reasonable safety requirements and other reasonable considerations relative to 

such use. Should the ELGIN RC FLYERS have special events, having given previous notice to the 

DISTRICT and with its written approval, the DISTRICT shall provide the ELGIN RC FLYERS exc1usive use 

of the premises for that event, such that no outside party shall have the right to interfere with the event being 

conducted by the ELGIN RC FLYERS Club for the period of the event. 

 

TWELFTH. Any taxes, assessments or imposts levied against DISTRICT or its property by reason of the 

construction, existence, operation, maintenance, repair or removal of said the ELGIN RC FLYERS use on 

DISTRICT property shall either be paid and discharged by ELGIN RC FLYERS, or DISTRICT shall be 

reimbursed by ELGIN RC FLYERS for the amount paid by DISTRICT for or on account thereof. There are 

currently no utilities presently serving the Premises. 

 

THIRTEENTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS agree to utilize the property in a manner that will not cause a 

nuisance or other objectionable condition to arise. Upon completion of the activities of ELGIN RC FLYERS or 

the expiration of the term hereof, DISTRICT's property shall be left in a neat, clean and orderly condition, at 

the sole expense of ELGIN RC FLYERS. The Premises shall be available to ELGIN RC FLYERS only during 

the regularly scheduled hours of the District for the Premises generally (currently sunrise to sunset). The parties 

acknowledge that the public and others have a right to concurrent use of the Premises. The ELGIN RC 
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FLYERS are specifically not responsible for any clean up or disposal of animal waste, or any other waste 

generated by or tended to by non-Elgin RC Flyers club members or non- club activities at the Premises. The 

DISTRICT acknowledges the Premises conditions recited in EXHIBIT A on the day and date this Agreement 

commences. The DISTRICT is the owner of the gravel road. The ELGIN RC FLYERS will retain ownership 

of the fence, all existing signage, the frequency board, the flying tables, picnic tables, storage facility, mowers 

and rollers upon termination or expiration of this Agreement, the ELGIN RC FLYERS will remove this 

aforementioned item from the Premises. The ELGIN RC FLYERS have maintained the Premises over 25 

years prior to the date of this Agreement and will continue to maintain the airfield flying site during the term 

hereof. 

 

 

FOURTEENTH. DISTRICT shall have the right to perform inspections of facilities and grounds at the 

Premises from time to time. Notice of required improvements to facilities and or grounds with reasonable 

deadlines for compliance will be provided to the ELGIN RC FLYERS in writing 90 days in advance of said 

changes. To the extent ELGIN RC FLYERS determine that there is an adverse impact to the ELGIN RC 

FLYERS Club resulting from any type of required change to the site, the ELGIN RC FLYERS shall be free 

to terminate this Agreement. 

 

FIFTHTEENTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS covenants and agrees that it will not permit or suffer any lien 

to be put upon or arise or accrue against said premises in favor of any person or persons, individual or corporate, 

furnishing either labor or material in any work herein proposed, and ELGIN RC FLYERS further covenants and 

agrees to hold DISTRICT and said Premises free from any and all liens or rights or claims of lien which may or 

might arise or accrue under or be based upon any mechanic's lien law, so called, of the State of Illinois, now in 

force or hereafter to be enacted. All contracts and agreements that may be made by ELGIN RC FLYERS relating 

to any work herein proposed, shall expressly state that the interest of DISTRICT in and to said premises shall 

be wholly free from and not subject to any lien or claim of any contractor, subcontractor, mechanic, material 

man or laborer, whether based upon any law or regulation of the State of Illinois, or any other authority, now 

in force or hereafter to be enacted, and ELGIN RC FLYERS also hereby covenants and agrees that it will not 

enter into any contract for such work which shall not in express terms contain the aforesaid provision. 

 

SIXTEENTH. ELGIN RC FLYERS agree to purchase and maintain during the term of this license or 

any extension thereof, at ELGIN RC FLYERS' cost, a policy or policies of insurance issued through the 

AMA club liability insurance policy. 

 

All other work done at the Premises by ELGIN RC FLYERS shall be by club members on a volunteer basis, for 

which ELGIN RC FLYERS shall be responsible, subject to the AMA club liability insurance policy.   Work done 

by the DISTRICT or its employees or agents shall be the sole responsibility of the DISTRICT and the DISTRICT 

shall have sole liability with respect to same. There shall be furnished to DISTRICT each year a Certificate 

of Insurance issued pursuant to the requirements contained in this paragraph with DISTRICT listed as an 

additional insured. Said liability policy shall be issued by the AMA, as above stated. 

 

SEVENTEENTH. This Agreement is not assignable or transferable. Both parties reserve the right 

to terminate this agreement with a ninety (90) day written notice. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this document this  

day of _______________, 2021 

 

DISTRICT:     ELGIN RC FLYERS: 

 

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF   THE ELGIN ACADEMY OF RC FLYERS 

KANE COUNTY  

 

By: ________________________  By: __________________________ 

 President  Christopher Kious              President Bob Crosson 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:      ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________  _____________________________ 

Secretary      Secretary  
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