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Forest Preserve District of Kane County
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Suite #320
Geneva, IL 60134
630-232-5980
www.kaneforest.com

Contact

PRESCRIBEDPRESCRIBED
BURNSBURNS
A Prescription for Habitat Health

The Forest Preserve District of Kane 
County works to preserve and restore 
the county’s natural and historic lands for 
the benefit of people and wildlife alike. 
Through stewardship programs, like 
prescribed burns, we protect biodiversity, 
promote environmental health, and provide 
opportunities for outdoor education and 
enjoyment.

Our Mission
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Fire has always been part of a healthy 
Illinois landscape. Long before towns and 
roads existed, natural fires, often sparked 
by lightning, swept across prairies and oak 
woodlands. These fires cleared out dead 
plants, recycled nutrients into the soil, and 
created open, sunny spaces for wildflowers 
to thrive. 

Today, many of our preserves depend on 
prescribed burns. These carefully planned, 
controlled fires mimic nature’s process. They 
help maintain biodiversity, prevent invasive 
species from taking over, and restore balance 
to our native ecosystems.

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is committed to 
recycling and green printing methods. This brochure is printed on 
recycled stock.  When finished, please recycle this material.

The Role of Fire How Fire Helps the Land

When the land rests too long without fire, 
weeds and non-native trees crowd out 
native plants. A prescribed burn resets the 
landscape. 

The heat from the flames releases nutrients 
locked in old stems and leaves, fertilizing 
the soil for new growth. Prairie grasses with 
deep root systems quickly recover, while 
invasive weeds that can’t handle the heat are 
reduced.

After a burn, native wildflowers bloom more 
brightly, wildlife returns to improved habitat, 
and the landscape becomes healthier and 
more resilient. 

•	 Removes invasive plants that compete 		
	 with natives
•	 Recycles nutrients and enriches the soil
•	 Increases sunlight on the forest floor
•	 Encourages diverse wildlife and 			
	 pollinators

Planning & Safety

Each spring and fall, the Forest Preserve 
District’s trained burn crews conduct 
prescribed burns at selected sites across 
Kane County. 

Every burn follows a detailed plan that 
outlines goals, weather parameters, and 
safety procedures. Staff monitor humidity, 
wind direction, and air quality to ensure safe 
conditions, and to minimize smoke impacts 
on nearby neighborhoods and roads.

Residents are notified before a burn, and 
local fire departments are informed. During 
a burn, trained personnel use specialized 
tools and equipment to keep fire within 
boundaries and protect wildlife and people.

Prescribed burns are conducted only under 
the right conditions — and canceled if the 
forecast changes. By combining science, 
experience, and respect for nature, these 
burns protect both the environment and our 
community. 
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