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The Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County was formed 
June 8, 1925.

Our mission is to acquire, hold 
and maintain lands within 
Kane County that contribute 
to the conservation of natural 
and historic resources, 

habitats, flora and fauna; and to restore, restock, protect 
and preserve such lands for the environmental education, 
recreation, pleasure and well-being of all its citizens.

The District is governed by the Forest Preserve Commission. 
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Ken Shepro, District 12
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Barbara Wojnicki, District 15
Mike Kenyon, District 16
Deborah Allan, District 17 
Mohammad Iqbal, District 19
Cheryl Fritz Strathmann, District 20
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Vern Tepe, District 22 
Jarett Sanchez, District 24

The TreeLine is published quarterly by the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County.  Issues are mailed or emailed to all 
subscribers, based on their preference. To subscribe to the 
print or electronic edition (or both), call 630-232-5980 or 
email forestpreserve@kaneforest.com and request your free 
subscription to The TreeLine.
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Cover Photo
Mica Cap mushrooms appear in dense clusters in this 
photograph. This photo was taken by Wildlife Technician Sadie 
Dainko at Rutland Forest Preserve in Hampshire. 

  

Nature-Based 
School Programs

Up close and personal exploration can help students connect 
with the profound joy and significance of the natural world. 
The Environmental Education division’s mission is to engage 
and educate students to inspire in them a connection with 
nature so that they become passionate stewards of the 
environment. 

School programs, whether in the field or in the classroom, have 
been crafted to align with Next Generation Science Standards 
and Common Core Standards. STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art or Agriculture, and Math) themes are woven 
into each environmental education experience. 

Choose from a selection of seasonal topics for grades K-8, or 
request a custom program for special curriculum needs or for 
older students. 

For more information, or to get a copy of our Nature-Based 
School Programs brochure, call 630-444-3190 or email 
programs@kaneforest.com. 

New!
Standards-Aligned

Teachers: Plan your Forest Preserve 
school programs
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Laurie Metanchuk, Director of Community Affairs

If you’ve visited the northern part of 
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve 
in Hampshire, lately, you may 

have noticed some changes to the 
topography and prairie, there.

While it may not look too different 
at this point, the changes mark the 
beginning of a multi-year wetland and 
stream installation project. What’s 
more, the $10 million project will be 
funded entirely by developers who 
utilize the Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County’s first ever wetland 
mitigation bank instrument. 

“The land at Muirhead Springs 
is naturally wet, as you may guess 
from the preserve name. Without 
underground drain tiles, it would 
actually be a wetland complex, instead 
of the prairie restoration that exists at 
the site today,” said Natural Resource 
Management Director Ben Haberthur. 

Once completed, the project will 
be comprised of more almost 260 acres 
of wetland restoration. The preserve 
will have open water, marshy areas, 
upland buffer and more than a mile of 
stream restoration.

“The planning for this wetland 
restoration at the Forest Preserve 
District actually began in 2016, when 
the District decided to 
build its first wetland 
mitigation bank. We’ve 
frequently been the 
long-term manager of 
these banks, but this 
is the first one that 
we’ve undertaken from 
conception to completion. 
It’s taken over five years 
of planning to get to the 
point where we could 
break ground on this 
project, so it’s an exciting 
time!” Haberthur said.

 By law, when 
developers negatively 

Bringing back the springs

Wetland restoration work begins at Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
impact a wetland, they are 
required to offset those 
negative impacts by buying 
credits to reestablish or 
improve wetlands at another, 
via a wetland mitigation 
bank. The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers reviews the 
severity of the initial impact, 
and then determines the 
amount of credits a developer 
needs to purchase, in order to 
offset the damage created by 
development.                   

That’s where the District’s 
wetland mitigation bank at Muirhead 
Springs Forest Preserve comes in. 
As developers purchase credits from 
the District, the proceeds will go to 
develop the wetland and stream, as 
well as pay for maintenance of them.

Now that construction is 
underway, credits will be sold for a few 
more years, followed by an eight-year 
process of monitoring and reporting.

“While some upland acres are 
being converted to wetland during this 
restoration process, the conversion of 
agricultural fields at the site means 
that the end result of the project will 
be a net increase in both wetland and 
upland habitats” Haberthur said. “We 

will have hundreds of acres of wetland 
surrounded by hundreds of acres of 
prairie. When one habitat type meets 
another in nature, we see an explosion 
of biodiversity, and that’s exactly what 
we expect to see happen at Muirhead 
Springs. There will be a mosaic of 
habitats that support the whole suite of 
grassland birds, waterfowl, amphibians, 
pollinators and so much more.”

“Trails will be slightly altered 
and elevated in some areas. We’ll also 
oversee the District’s first stream 
remeandering, with eddies and riffles 
that support more-varied habitat in 
the stream. This will allow us to return 
freshwater mussels species to the site, 
that were once there,” he said.  v

Beginning berms
The first of two berms are constructed at Muirhead 
Springs, part of a wetland installation project.



Celebrate autumn’s arrival at 
this family-friendly festival.

* Pumpkin Painting
* Mule-drawn Hayrides
* Games
* Nature Crafts
* Guided Hikes
* Folk Music
* Refreshments 

HARVEST 
OF THE 
ACORN 
MOON 
FESTIVAL

Sunday, Sept. 25
Noon - 3 p.m.
Oakhurst Forest Preserve
1680 Fifth Ave., Aurora

Admission is FREE; nominal fee 
for crafts and refreshments. 
No registration required. 
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All-Ages Programs

All ages are welcome to attend 
these programs unless otherwise 
specified. Children must be 

accompanied by an adult.  Organized 
groups must schedule a separate tour. 
Advance registration is required for 
all nature programs, unless otherwise 
indicated. To register, call 630-444-3190 
or email programs@kaneforest.
com.

It’s Our Fox River Day
Join us for a Fox River 

clean-up, exhibits and more! 
The Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County and Friends 
of the Fox River will host a 
river clean-up at two locations 
this year: Glenwood Park 
Forest Preserve in Batavia 
and  Jon J. Duerr Forest 
Preserve in South Elgin. 
Help beautify our river, its 
banks and nearby trails 
while enjoying camaraderie, 
environmental education 
exhibits and more. Drinking 
water, snacks, disposable 
gloves, and trash bags will be provided. 
To register as a volunteer, visit https://
friendsofthefoxriver.org/its-our-fox-
river-day/ or email CleaveRobb@
kaneforest.com. 

Saturday, Sept. 17; 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Glenwood Park Forest Preserve
1644 S. River St., Batavia
FREE

Saturday, Sept. 17; 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve
35W003 Rte. 31, South Elgin
FREE

Harvest of the Acorn Moon 
Festival

Celebrate autumn’s arrival! At this 
popular, family-friendly festival, we’ll 
have pumpkin painting, mule-drawn 
hayrides, games, guided hikes, nature 

crafts, folk music and refreshments. 
Admission is free.

Sunday, Sept. 25; 12 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Oakhurst Forest Preserve
1680 Fifth Ave., Aurora
FREE; nominal fee for crafts and 
refreshments

Fall Birding Hikes
The cool days of fall are perfect 

for enjoying a hike while looking and 
listening for birds. This program is 
offered both early and late in the fall, 
to enjoy the variety of avian species 
that are active during different parts 
of the season. Register for one or 
both sessions. You’ll learn basic bird 
identification skills and be treated to 
stories about the special adaptations 
and lifestyles that make birds so 
special. 

Thursday, Sept. 29; 9-10 a.m. 
Kenyon Farm Forest Preserve
8N700 Barry Rd., South Elgin
FREE

Saturday, Nov. 12; 10-11 a.m.
Kenyon Farm Forest Preserve
8N700 Barry Rd., South Elgin
FREE

Seeds to Sprouts
Fall is the time for seed production 

and distribution. We’ll explore the 
woods and prairies and look for 
different types of seeds on a naturalist-
led walk. Learn how our native seeds 
are dispersed, and the strategies they 
use for survival and growth. We’ll 
share other fun facts and folklore about 
local plants, as we stroll through the 
autumn splendor. 

Saturday, Sept. 24; 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Burnidge Forest Preserve
14N035 Coombs Rd., Elgin
FREE

Yarn Art Social Circle
Join Naturalist Erica Lemon for 

a monthly circle of conversation over 
yarn art. Bring your own knit, crochet 
or other yarn art project to work 
within a group of like-minded yarn 
enthusiasts. Share tips and patterns 
with others while picking up pointers 
and ideas from friends old and new. 
This new series of programs will 
meet monthly at the cozy Creek Bend 
Nature Center. Yarn crafters of all skill 
levels are welcome. Register for one 
class or the entire year! Children under 
age 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

Saturday, Oct. 22; 4-5 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Saturday, Nov. 19; 4-5 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE 

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me – fluttering from the autumn tree.” - Emily Bronte

Explore nature with these fun, fall programs
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It’s Our Fox River Day
Join us for a fun clean up opportunity at two preserves: Glenwood 
Park FP and Jon J. Duerr FP on Sept. 17, from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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Colors of Autumn Hike
Celebrate the changing season 

during this fun and informative fall 
hike. Learn about different native tree 
species and the fascinating changes 
they undergo at this time of year, 
as winter approaches. We’ll also 
explore the strategies that our local 
animals use to prepare for the chilly 
temperatures ahead.

Sunday, Oct. 30; 9:30-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles 
FREE

Nature Crafting for the Holidays
Join us to create some eco-

friendly decor for the holidays using 
items we discover right in our own 
backyards! Using found things like 
milkweed pods, sticks and pinecones, 
we’ll do a craft together to get our 
imaginations working. Then, we’ll 
share ideas to help create our own 
holiday creations. 

Sunday, Nov. 20; 10-11 a.m. 
Creek Bend Nature Center 
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles 
Fee: $5/person 

	 	 	 n	n	n

Youth Programs  

Advance registration is required 
for all nature programs, unless 
otherwise specified. To register, 

email programs@kaneforest.com or call 
630-444-3190.

Story Time at Creek Bend 
Nature Center

Join a librarian from the              
St. Charles Public Library for read-
aloud stories, finger plays, songs and 
more, during this fun program for 
children from infancy through age 5. 
If the weather is mild, we'll take the 
activities outdoors. Stay and enjoy 
the interactive exhibits in the Nature 
Center, following the program. For 
the grand finale of your storytime 

experience, head outside along the 
trail to read a second book on the 
StoryWalk®! No registration required.

Wednesday, Sept. 14; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Wednesday, Oct. 12; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Wednesday, Nov. 9; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Little Saplings
In this monthly program geared 

for 3-5 year olds, we’ll explore the 
natural world through a variety of 
activities specific to the theme of the 
month. Sessions include a combination 
of stories, nature hikes, songs, games 
and/or crafts. A parent or caregiver 
must accompany child.

Lots of Life in a Log
Thursday, Sept. 15; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Let’s Go Batty!
Thursday, Oct. 20; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Snuggling in for Winter
Thursday, Nov. 17; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

n	n	n

Adult Programs

Advance registration is required 
for all nature programs, unless 
otherwise specified. To register, 

email programs@kaneforest.com or call 
630-444-3190.

Senior Stroll
Seniors are invited to explore a 

different preserve each month, and 
learn about the natural and cultural 
history surrounding the land. Dress 
for the weather — these outdoor 
programs celebrate the change in 
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immune system, improve sleep and 
contribute to overall good health. We’ll 
incorporate gentle stretching, deep 
breathing and focus on awareness 
during these hikes to nurture the 
mind, body and spirit. This program is 
for ages 18 and above. 

Sunday, Sept. 11; 10 - 11 a.m.
Lone Grove Forest Preserve
49W055 Perry Rd., Maple Park
FREE

Sunday, Oct. 9; 10 - 11 a.m.
Campton Forest Preserve
4N379 Town Hall Rd., St. Charles
FREE

Sunday, Nov. 6; 10 - 11 a.m.
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
42W855 Bahr Rd., Hampshire
FREE

Trek with a Naturalist
Get your 10,000 steps in during 

these invigorating naturalist-led hikes! 
This monthly program is designed 
for those who like active hiking —  all 
year long. We visit different preserves 
each month. The naturalist will stop 
occasionally to interpret the ecology 
of the preserve as we walk — but the 
main goal is to cover ground! This 
program is for ages 18 and above. 

Thursday, Sept. 15; 
4:30-6:30 p.m.
Elburn Forest Preserve
45W061 Rte. 38, 
Elburn
FREE

Thursday, Oct. 20; 
4-6 p.m.
Voyageur’s Landing 
Forest Preserve
50 Airport Rd., 
Elgin
FREE

Saturday, Nov. 5; 
9-11 a.m.
Aurora West Forest 
Preserve
40W032 Hankes Rd., 
Aurora
FREE

seasonal surroundings. Each meeting 
includes a pleasant ramble lasting 
about an hour, followed by social time 
and refreshments in the shelter. No 
registration is required for this drop-in 
program.

Thursday, Sept. 1; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Dick Young Forest Preserve
39W115 Main St., Batavia
FREE; Donations accepted

Thursday, Oct. 6; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve
35W003 Rte. 31, South Elgin
FREE; Donations accepted

Thursday, Nov. 3; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Campton Forest Preserve
4N379 Town Hall Rd., St. Charles
FREE; Donations accepted

Holiday Potluck Party 
Thursday, Dec. 1; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
6N921 IL Rte. 25, St. Charles
FREE; Donations accepted

Mindful and Meditative Series 
There are many ways to 

experience the natural world. Many of 
our programs involve interpreting local 
plants, wildlife, geology and cultural 
history, while other programs embrace 
recreating in nature. The focus of these 

mindful, meditative programs is on 
channeling the therapeutic potential of 
spending time in nature. 

Healing Hikes 
These monthly meditative walks 

are for anyone who is grieving the 
loss of a loved one. The hikes are 
over gentle terrain, and will include 
poems, nature activities, and periods 
of silent reflection so that we can 
access the healing powers of nature 
and community. Please dress for the 
weather, bring a photo of your loved 
one(s), and wear comfortable walking 
shoes. Registration is suggested, but 
not required. This program is for ages 
18 and above. 

Sunday, Sept .4; 10-11:30 a.m.
Hoscheit Woods Forest Preserve
6N327 IL Rte. 25, St. Charles
FREE

Sunday, Oct. 2; 10-11:30 a.m.
Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve
02S035 Lorang Rd., Elburn
FREE

Nurtured by Nature 
Experience the healing effects 

of nature. Studies show that time 
outdoors can relieve stress, boost your 
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Explore the Fox River by Kayak 
Tour our local waterways during 

these paddling adventures! 
Each session, participants will 

receive dry-land instruction on 
basic kayaking techniques from an 
experienced instructor. Then, we'll 
take to the water for a naturalist-led 
exploration of the fascinating local 
ecology. Participants meet and park at 
the take-out location, and are shuttled 
to the put-in location. 

Boaters must be 16 years or 
older and be able to hold breath 
underwater while wearing a properly 
fitted life jacket; independently 
turn from a face-down to a face-up 
position keeping head above water; 
effectively communicate with the 
instructor and other participants; and 
manage all mobility and personal care 
independently or with the assistance 
of a companion. Advance registration 
is required at least one week prior to 
the program, with payment required 
at the time of registration. For more 
information, or to register, call 630-444-
3190 or email programs@kaneforest.
com. Fee includes use of kayak, 
personal floatation device and paddle. 

Session #5
Sunday, Sept. 11; 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Meet at Glenwood Park Forest Preserve
1644 S. River St., Batavia
Paddle Distance: 3-4 miles with portage
Skill Level: Intermediate
Fee: $85/person, or provide your own kayak 
for $45/person

Session #6
Sunday, Oct. 9; 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Meet at McCullough Park
150 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora
Paddle Distance: 4-5 miles with portage
Skill Level: Intermediate
Fee: $85/person, or provide your own kayak 
for $45/person

n	n	n

Learn from the 
Experts Programs

T      hese classes about local ecology 
are taught by experts in the field. 
This award-winning program series 

is co-sponsored by the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County, the St. Charles 
Park District, and the Geneva Park 
District. These programs are for ages 18 
and above. Call 630-444-3190 or email 
programs@kaneforest.com to register. 

Field Trips Revisited 
Learning in a classroom is 

rewarding, but nothing matches the 
satisfaction and fun of learning in the 
field. Whether you’re a participant in 
our Kane County Certified Naturalist 
(KCCN) program or a member of the 
general public with a passion for the 
outdoors, these interactive outings 
will immerse you among our local 
ecosystems and provide hands-on 
learning opportunities beyond those 
introduced in KCCN. 

Wetlands Field Trip Revisited 
Let’s head back to the water! Fall 

is a great time to observe how energy 
transfers through aquatic ecosystems. 
From plants to insects to vertebrates 
like fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, we’ll identify organisms 

and examine their roles in their 
communities. Using dip nets and D 
nets, we’ll explore pond and creek and 
compare the adaptations of aquatic 
insects that live in still water with 
those of macroinvertebrates that live in 
moving water.

Thursday, Sept. 1; 6-7:30 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Prairies Field Trip Revisited 
The tallgrass prairie evolves 

through the spring and summer 
seasons, sporting different colors 
and textures with the progression 
of different flowering species. Come 
and discover the late summer blooms, 
insects, birds and other residents that 
make the fully mature tallgrass prairie 
such a unique and special ecosystem.

Sunday, Oct. 16; 9-10:30 a.m.
Dick Young Forest Preserve
39W115 Main St., Batavia
Fee: $10/person
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On the Trail of Eliza Steele 
Eliza Steele’s book, A Summer 

Journey in the West, details her 1840 
stagecoach trip from Chicago to 
Peru, Illinois. It provides one of the 
most vivid accounts ever written 
of the northeast Illinois prairie on 
the cusp of disappearing beneath 
the plow. To aid Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie’s (NTP) mission to 
restore 20,000 acres of Will County 
to native prairie, Heritage Program 
Manager Joe Wheeler and Midewin 
Botanist Michelle Pearion have closely 
examined Eliza Steele’s narrative. 
During this two-hour field excursion to 
Midewin NTP, Wheeler will examine 
the route Eliza took and compare it 
to the modern environment, along 
those same roads and trails. We’ll 
then take to the trails of the Midewin 
prairie, where Pearion will compare 
Eliza’s account to more contemporary 
observations of the prairie, and 
explain how her 1840 writings can 
help modern-day prairie restoration 
projects.

Friday, Sept. 9; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
Meet and start at the Welcome Center
30239 S. State Rte. 53
Wilmington, IL
Fee: $10/person

Nature in the Dark of Night
What is so special about a deep, 

dark night sky? Together, International 
Dark-sky Association delegate Adam 
Kreuzer and Environmental Education 
Manager Barb McKittrick will explain 
what makes dark skies so important 
to wildlife and people. Then, they’ll 
provide practical tips for us all to fight 
light pollution and help preserve dark 
skies. We’ll head out to experience the 
joys of a trail hike after dark, peek into 
the nighttime lives of local animals 
and plants and learn about nocturnal 
ecology.

Tuesday, Sept 13; 7-8:30 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve

37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Fall Tree Identification
Studying trees in autumn can 

offer rewards as well as challenges. 
As leaves change color and fall to 
the ground, one must focus on other 
features for proper identification. Join 
a District naturalist on this informative 
hike, and learn the growth habits, 
ecological significance and identifying 
features of our local trees.

Sunday, Oct. 2; 9-11 a.m.
Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve
41W600 Hughes Rd., Elburn
Fee: $10/person

Dive into Glacial Lake Pingree! 
Part One

Over a dozen Kane County forest 
preserves and a half-dozen distinct 
watersheds bear witness to the past 
existence of an ancient and immense 
body of water. Glacial Lake Pingree 
extended south to north from Lily Lake 
to Crystal Lake and east to west from 
Randall Road to Route 47. 

Many of our local streams spring 
from the bed that was Glacial Lake 
Pingree and even now, evidence of the 
lake’s rich bottomlands, islands and 
shorelines is easily detected. Kane 
County Certified Naturalist David 
Schoenknecht will take us on a two-
part dive into Glacial Lake Pingree. 

Part One will be an indoor 
presentation and Part Two (in spring 
2023) will be a car-caravan field trip, 
“The Glacial Lake Pingree Circle 
Tour,” through numerous preserves 
exploring the remnants of the primal 
lake. Once you learn about Glacial 
Lake Pingree, you will “see” it 
everywhere!

Saturday, Oct 15; 10-11:30 a.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
6N921 Rte. 25, St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Sense of Place: Hickory Knolls
Today it’s a thriving natural 

area, but over the past 150 years, the 
land we know as Hickory Knolls has 
undergone many changes. Rich in 
glacial deposits, the site provided sand 
and gravel for a growing river town. 
Some parts were farmed; others served 
as pastureland. It also holds relics from 
past indigenous cultures and many 
remnants from the St. Charles School 
and Home for Boys. An introduction 
featuring historic photographs will 
be followed by an interpretive walk 
through woodlands, wetlands and 
prairie.

Saturday, Nov. 5; 9-10:30 a.m.
Hickory Knolls Discovery Center
3795 Campton Hills Dr., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

KCCN Information Session
Want to learn about Kane County’s 

fastest growing nature-education 
program for adults? Attend the free 
informational session to find out what 
all the excitement is about! During 
this introduction, you’ll learn about 
the dates, details, cost and tremendous 
benefits of this award-winning 
program.

Thursday, Nov. 10; 7-8 p.m.
Hickory Knolls Discovery Center
3795 Campton Hills Rd., St. Charles
FREE
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Virtual Programs

E xperience nature, right from 
the comfort of your own home 
with our virtual program 

offerings. Follow us on social media @
forestpreserve for the latest and greatest 
happenings!

The Wonderful World 
of Insects 

Insects are the most diverse group 
of animals on Earth. Tag along with a 
naturalist to discover the features that 
all insects have in common, and the 
important roles that insects play in 
nature.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Sept. 15
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 

 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

Creatures of the Night  
When the sun goes down, the 

creatures of the night awake at our 
local forest preserves. The spooky 
myths and legends that accompany 
these creepy crawlers are enough to 
give anyone goosebumps. Separate 
fact from fiction and learn about some 
of the creatures that go “bump in the 
night” during this virtual program.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Oct. 20
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

Guess the Forest Preserve! 
The Forest Preserve District of 

Kane County encompasses nearly 
23,000 acres of woodlands, wetlands 
and prairies across nearly 100 
properties. How long will it take you to 
figure out which preserve is featured 
in this virtual, video presentation?

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Nov. 17
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE
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September
1 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m. - Dick Young Forest 

Preserve
4 Healing Hikes - 10 a.m. - Hoscheit Woods 

Forest Preserve
8 Executive Committee -  8:30 a.m. 

Forest Preserve District Headquarters
9 On the Trail of Eliza Steele - 10 a.m.  

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
11 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m. - Lone Grove 

Forest Preserve
11 Explore the Fox River by Kayak - 10 a.m. - 

Glenwood Forest Preserve
13 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m.  - 

Kane County Government Center
13 Nature in the Dark of Night - 7 p.m. - 

Creek Bend Nature Center
14 Story Time at Creek Bend Nature Center - 

10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center
15 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m. - Creek Bend 

Nature Center 
15 Trek with a Naturalist - 4:30 p.m. - Elburn 

Forest Preserve
15 Wonderful World of Insects - Virtual 

Program 
17 Our Fox River Day - 9 a.m. - Glenwood 

Park Forest Preserve & Jon J. Duerr 
Forest Preserve

24 Seeds to Sprouts - 9:30 a.m. - Burnidge 
Forest Preserve

25 Harvest of the Acorn Moon Festival - 12 
p.m. - Oakhurst Forest Preserve

27 Finance & Administrative Committee -  
2 p.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

29 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m.  
Forest Preserve District Headquarters

29 Planning & Utilization Committee - 
9:30 a.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

29 Fall Birding Hike - 9 a.m. - Kenyon Farm 
Forest Preserve

October  
2 Healing Hikes - 10 a.m. - Grunwald Farms 

Forest Preserve 
2 Fall Tree Identification - 9 a.m. - 

Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve 
6 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m.  

Forest Preserve District Headquarters

6 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m. - Jon J. Duerr Forest 
Preserve

9 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m. - Campton 
Forest Preserve 

9 Explore the Fox River by Kayak - 10 a.m. - 
McCullough Park 

11 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m.  
Kane County Government Center 

12 Story Time at Creek Bend Nature Center - 
10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center 

16 Prairies Field Trip Revisited - 9 a.m. - Dick 
Young Forest Preserve 

20 Creatures of the Night - Virtual Program 


20 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m. - Creek Bend 
Nature Center 

20 Trek with a Naturalist - 4 p.m. - 
Voyageur’s Landing Forest Preserve 

22 Yarn Art Social Circle - 4 p.m. - Creek 
Bend Nature Center

25 Finance & Administration Committee -  
2 p.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

27 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m.  
Forest Preserve District Headquarters

27 Planning & Utilization Committee -  
9:30 a.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters 

30 Colors of Autumn Hike - 9:30 a.m. - LeRoy 
Oakes Forest Preserve

November 
3 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m.  

Forest Preserve District Headquarters
3 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m. - Campton Forest 

Preserve
5 Sense of Place: Hickory Knolls - 9 a.m. - 

Hickory Knolls Discovery Center
5 Trek with a Naturalist - 9 a.m. - Aurora 

West Forest Preserve
6 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m. - Muirhead 

Springs Forest Preserve 
7 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m.  

Kane County Government Center
9 Story Time at Creek Bend Nature Center - 

10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center 
10 KCCN Information Session - 7 p.m. - 

Hickory Knolls Discovery Center 
12 Fall Birding Hikes - 10 a.m. - Kenyon Farm 

Forest Preserve 

Forest Preserve District Calendar at a Glance

Meetings, nature programs, volunteers events and more

NOTE: All events are subject to change/cancelation. Please 
register in advance, so that we have accurate numbers 
and can contact you if a program is moved or canceled.

23 Finance & Administration Committee -  
2 p.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

17 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m.  
Forest Preserve District Headquarters

17 Planning & Utilization Committee -  
9:30 a.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

17 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m. - Creek Bend 
Nature Center 

17 Guess the Preserve - Virtual Program 
19 Yarn Art Social Circle - 4 p.m. - Creek 

Bend Nature Center 
20 Nature Crafting for the Holidays - 10 a.m. 

- Creek Bend Nature Center   

December
1 Senior Stroll Holiday Potluck Party -        

10 a.m. - Barbara Belding Lodge
2 Holiday Mixer - 6:30 p.m. - Creek Bend 

Nature Center
8 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m.  

Forest Preserve District Headquarters
13 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m.  

Kane County Government Center
13 Finance & Administration Committee -  

2 p.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

15 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m.  
Forest Preserve District Headquarters

15 Planning & Utilization Committee -  
9:30 a.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters
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Forest Preserve District of Kane County
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320
Geneva, IL 60134

Don’t miss a nature program!
Subscribe to The TreeLine
If you would like to be on a permanent quarterly mailing list 
for this publication, visit http://bit.ly/ForestPreserve_Email, 
Email us at forestpreserve@kaneforest.com or call 630-232-5980

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. To 
register for programs and/or schedule school or scout field trips: 
call 630-444-3190 or email programs@kaneforest.com. Telephone 
reservations are accepted Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Payment 
Make checks payable to the Forest Preserve District of Kane County.  
Mail to:

 Creek Bend Nature Center
 LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
 37W700 Dean St.
 St. Charles, IL 60175

 
Programs are free unless otherwise indicated. Fee assistance is 
available upon request.  

Cancellations 
Please call us if you need to cancel, so that we may contact others on 
our wait list.

Special Accommodations 
Please let us know at least two weeks in advance by calling the 
program manager at 630-444-3191. Anyone who requires an auxiliary 
aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of 
policies or procedures to participate in a program, service or activity 
of the District, should contact the ADA Coordinator at Voice: 630-
444-3950 or 630-232-5980, TTY Relay: 800-526-0844, email at ada@
kaneforest.com or mail at 1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320, Geneva, IL 60134, 
as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours before the scheduled 
event.

Program Waiver and Release
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC) is committed to 
conducting its programs and activities in a safe manner and holds the 
safety of participants in high regard. The FPDKC continually strives to 
reduce risks and insists that all participants follow safety rules and 
instructions that are designed to protect the participant’s safety. All 
registrants will be asked to sign a waiver and release.

Photo Release
By registering for a program, you consent to and authorize the use of any 
photographs and other audiovisual materials for promotional purposes, 
including printed material, educational activities, exhibitions, or for any 
other use for the benefit of the District. 

Creek Bend Nature Center
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: Noon - 4 p.m. 

Social Media 

NATURE PROGRAM INFORMATION

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is committed to recycling  
and green printing methods.  This brochure is printed on recycled stock  
with soy-based ink.  When finished, please recycle this material.

www.facebook.com/forestpreserve

www.twitter.com/forestpreserve

www.instagram.com/forestpreserve

www.pinterest.com/forestpreserve

http://bit.ly/youtube_forestpreserve

http://bit.ly/linkedin_forestpreserve
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