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Briefly speaking ...

Looking for a volunteer opportunity?

If you’d like to volunteer with the Forest Preserve District of
Kane County, we’ve got a spot for you! See the Volunteer section
of the District’s website at https://kaneforest.com/volunteer or
scan this QR Code for the latest information on events including
restoration workdays, how to volunteer, and more.

Smoky preserves mean prescribed burn season is back

It’s that time of year — prescribed burn season takes place in the forest
preserves, park districts, and other open spaces every spring and fall. These
carefully controlled burns are “prescribed” because they act as a prescription
for habitat health. Local oak woodlands and prairies depend on periodic fires. By
burning specific parts of the woods, wetlands and prairies, fires help to release
nutrients from burned plant materials. Fires also clear-out weedy plants that
choke oaks and other native trees. Just as importantly, the controlled fires open
the woodland floor to sunshine, so that native wildflowers and plants can flourish.
For more about burns, see https://kaneforest.com/brochures-publications. Also, as
much as possible, we post notices just before weekday burns on our Facebook page
at http://www.facebook.com/forestpreserve.

Winter recreation in the Kane County forest preserves

Winter is a great time for recreating in the forest preserves. Remember that
snowmobiling is limited to specific trails and there must be a minimum of four
inches of snow on the ground. Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing are allowed at
all preserves (except areas closed for restoration). Be sure to stay on trails. For more
details on winter activities, visit https://bit.ly/FPDKCWinterActivities.

Save the Dates

Maple Sugaring Days: March 4-5
The Forest Preserve District
of Kane County’s annual
Maple Sugaring Days event
will have two days of
maple-tapping fun!
Join us Saturday, March 4,
and Sunday, March 5,
from noon to 3 p.m., at
Creek Bend Nature Center.
Creek Bend Nature Center
is located within
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve,
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles.
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New exhibit to be unveiled soon

Get ready for a Tallgrass Prairie Adventure at Creek Bend Nature Center
Laurie Metanchuk, Director of Community Affairs

C

reek Bend Nature Center within
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
in St. Charles, will look a little
different, next time you stop-in for a
visit.
That’s because a new tallgrass
prairie exhibit is in the midst of being
installed, as of press time for this issue.
The Forest Preserve District of
Kane County applied for an Illinois
Public Museum capital grant for
the project in May 2020. The grant
program is managed by the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR). The District received an initial
notification in November 2020 that
it would be awarded $200,000 for
the project. Official IDNR approval to
move forward was then granted in
April 2021. After soliciting proposals,
in June 2021, the Forest Preserve
Commission approved a contract with
the Chase Studio Exhibit Division
of the Ozark Museum of Natural
History, for the design, fabrication and
installation of the exhibit. The exhibit
was constructed off-site in Cedarcreek,
Missouri, and then transported to
St. Charles for installation. The
installation of the exhibit began Oct.
10, 2022.
“We’re really excited to showoff our long-awaited ‘Tallgrass
Prairie Adventure’ exhibit,” said
Environmental Education Manager
Barb McKittrick.
“This will be entertaining and
educational for visitors of all ages. The
exhibit depicts a tallgrass prairie both
above and below ground, and we can’t
wait for people to see it,” she said.
Above ground, the exhibit
includes a colorful representation of
typical grasses, common prairie forbs,
taxidermy specimens, and models of
wildlife that live on the prairie. Below
ground is a representation of a fox
den, which visitors can crawl through.

You’ll also find a glassed in, life-sized
the structure, and the importance of
representation of the underground
pollinators.
prairie — everything but the soil. This
“The exhibit really ties together
underground encounter will depict
everything inside the nature center
animals in their burrows.
with what’s outside of it,” she said.
There is an interactive station
Creek Bend Nature Center is
where you can “discover” various
open to the public Mondays through
insects, worms and
other invertebrates.
The nature center’s
Wentzscope was
relocated here, and
can be used to view
various biologic
specimens.
The prairie
interactive section
includes touchable
models of an
American toad,
Eastern garter
snake and Tiger
salamander.
Interpretive sign
panels provide
information on
ways you can help
prairies and the
various restoration
techniques used
here in the Kane
County forest
preserves.
“Prairie
pollinators also
feature prominently
in this exhibit,”
said McKittrick.
Prairie exhibit takes shape
Top: In June 2021, replicas of prairie plants and models of wildlife began to be assembled in
“We have a
for Creek Bend Nature Center’s new Tallgrass Prairie Adventure exhibit. Bottom:
graphic panel that preparation
The beginnings of a simulated fox den is constructed. The den will show deep prairie roots and
explores the role
underground wildlife, as part of the exhibit.
and importance
of native pollinators such as bees,
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
butterflies, beetles and more. And just
Saturdays and Sundays from noon to
outside the nature center’s window
4 p.m. Admission is free.
in this section, you’ll get a view into a
For more information on Creek
newly planted prairie, installed as part
Bend Nature Center, located at
of this project, as well as an outdoor
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles, call 630‘native bee hotel.’ An interpretive sign
444-3190 or visit https://kaneforest.
near the native bee hotel explains
com/nature-center. v

To register: Call (630) 444-3190 or e-mail programs@kaneforest.com
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Break into January — enjoy our winter nature series

W

inter break is not just for students! Take advantage of the slow time during the first week of the
year to explore the great outdoors with a District naturalist. These programs are designed to get
all ages immersed in winter ecology, from the science of snow to the habits of winter birds.

Wonders of Winter: Virtual Program
There is an abundance of life all
year round in the Kane County forest
preserves — even in the dead of winter!
District naturalists will brave the icy
trails to showcase all the season has to
offer. Enjoy this digital experience with
a cup of hot cocoa, in the warmth of
your own home. Released via our social
media pages on Tuesday, Jan. 3:
•

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
forestpreserve
•
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
forestpreserve
•
YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_		
forestpreserve
FREE

Secrets of Snow: Winter Workshop

Drop-off your middle school
student to uncover the secrets that an
Illinois winter holds. This workshop
will incorporate hands-on experiments,
scientific activities, fun games and an

adventurous hike through a winter
wonderland. Come prepared for indoor
classroom activities as well as outdoor
exploration. This is a drop-off program
for children in 6th, 7th & 8th grades.
Wednesday, Jan. 4; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $20/person

Senior Stroll Travelogue:
Natural Wonders of Nova Scotia

Ancestral home of the Mi’kmaq
First Nations people, Nova Scotia is
one of Canada’s Maritime Provinces.
Environmental Education Manager
Barb McKittrick will share stories of
regional culture and pictures of the
scenic landscape and local wildlife
from her recent trip to “New Scotland.”
Sit back and discover the beauty of
Kejimkujik National Park, the Tobeatic
Wilderness, the Annapolis Valley and

the Bay of Fundy.
No registration required.
Thursday, Jan. 5;
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest
Preserve, 6N921 IL Rte.
25, St. Charles
FREE; Donations
accepted

Birding the
Winter River Shore

Learn how to identify some of
the birds that brave Kane County
during the harsh winter months.
A District naturalist will share
interesting facts and folklore as we
watch for birds along the shore of the
Fox River.
Saturday, Jan. 7; 10-11 a.m.
Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve
35W076 Villa Maria Rd., St. Charles
FREE

Barbara
Belding
Lodge
at Brewster Creek
Forest Preserve
6N921 IL Rte. 25
St. Charles, IL 60174

© Kate Kaplan Photo

Host your party or
meeting with us!

We are your place for birthdays, showers,
business meetings, small groups & other events.
Inside, you’ll find seating for 80 people on the main level,
fireplace, catering kitchen, and a beautiful view of the
forest preserve. Downstairs features two meeting rooms.
Outside is a 27-acre preserve for your group’s use.
For more information, call 630-444-3064 or
email events@kaneforest.com.

Delight in the wonders of winter throughout the preserves

A

ll ages are welcome to attend
these programs unless
otherwise specified. Children
must be accompanied by an adult.
Organized groups must schedule a
separate tour. Advance registration
is required for all nature programs,
unless otherwise indicated. To
register, call 630-444-3190 or email
programs@kaneforest.com.

Early Winter Bird Watching

Enjoy the changing seasons as
we hike, look and listen for the birds
inhabiting our forest preserves, this
winter. District naturalists will cover
basic bird identification skills and share
a few interesting stories along the way.
Sunday, Dec. 11; 10-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Ramble at Twilight

The winter solstice is almost upon
us as the hush begins to fall on a crisp
winter day. Join us for a hike as the
sun starts to dip below the horizon.
We’ll look for tracks and listen for
animals as we make our way through
the woods. Warm up with some hot
chocolate at the end of the program.

with others while picking up pointers
and ideas from friends old and new.
This series of programs meets monthly
at the cozy Creek Bend Nature Center.
Yarn crafters of all skill levels are
welcome. Register for one class or the
entire year! Children under age 18 must
be accompanied by an adult.

Sunday, Dec. 18; 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Hampshire Forest Preserve
44W780 Allen Rd., Hampshire
FREE

New Year’s Joy Hike

Saturday, Jan. 14; 4-5 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Welcome the new year with joy
and gratitude for all that nature has to
offer. During our brisk hike, we’ll listen
for seasonal birds, look for wildlife
tracks, and enjoy trailside company.
Afterwards, we’ll head into the Durant
House Museum for an old-fashioned
cooking demonstration, a warming
mug of hot cocoa or coffee, and
heritage snacks.

Saturday, Feb. 11; 4-5 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Sunday, Jan. 1; 9-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Owl Prowl

Birding the Winter River Shore

Saturday, Dec. 17; 4-5 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Bundle up and come out for an owl
prowl in the winter woods. We’ll begin
at the shelter with an introduction to
the world of owls, and then head out
on the trail to call and listen for these
birds of the night. If we’re lucky, we’ll
not only hear an owl, but will get to see
one glide silently past us in search of
dinner.

Thursday, Dec. 15; 4-5 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
Meet at Shelter #1
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Yarn Art Social Circle

Join Naturalist Erica Lemon for
a monthly circle of conversation over
yarn art. Bring your own knit, crochet
or other yarn art project to work
with, in a group of like-minded yarn
enthusiasts. Share tips and patterns
To register: Call (630) 444-3190 or e-mail programs@kaneforest.com

Learn how to identify some of the
birds that brave Kane County during
the harsh winter months. A District
Naturalist will share interesting facts
and folklore as we watch for birds
along the shore of the Fox River.
Saturday, Jan. 7; 10-11 a.m.
Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve
35W076 Villa Maria Rd.,
St. Charles
FREE
Photo by Naturalist Erica Lemon

All-Ages Programs

Tracking Along the
Winter Trail

Learn about the
various types of animal
signs you can discover
while exploring Kane
County trails and natural
areas. While you might
not encounter wildlife
during your winter walks,
in this program, we’ll
teach you how to identify
animal tracks and to hone
your observational skills
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Photo by Environmental Education Manager Barb McKittrick

in order to recognize the subtle
clues that animals leave behind.
Sunday, Jan. 22; 10-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Snowshoe Adventure

Don’t let a little snow stop
you from getting out and enjoying
nature! Snowshoeing is fun,
easy, and the perfect way to
explore our forest preserves in
the winter. If you’ve never showshoed,
join us to learn the basic skills needed
to be comfortable and competent.
After mastering skills like stride
length, heel-toe step, and climbing
over obstacles, we’ll hit the trail for
a naturalist-guided hike through the
winter wonderland. Attend one or all
four sessions! Fees will be collected at
the program, with payment by cash
or check required. The fee includes
equipment rental, skills training, and
guided hiking. We require registration
and shoe size at least one week prior to
the program. This program is for ages 8
and above.
Saturday, Jan. 28; 9:30-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $25/person
Saturday, Feb. 11; 9:30-11 a.m.
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
40W095 Freeman Rd., Gilberts
Fee: $25/person
Sunday, Feb. 26; 9:30-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $25/person
Saturday, March 18; 9:30-11 a.m.
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
40W095 Freeman Rd., Gilberts
Fee: $25/person

Late Winter Bird Watching

Enjoy the changing seasons as
we hike, look and listen for the birds
inhabiting our forest preserves, this
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winter. District Naturalists will cover
basic bird-identification skills and
share a few interesting stories along
the way.

Wednesday, Jan. 11; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Friday, Feb. 17; 10-11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles

Wednesday, Feb. 8; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

FREE

n

n

n

Youth Programs

A

dvance registration is required
for all nature programs, unless
otherwise specified. To register,
email programs@kaneforest.com or
call 630-444-3190.

Stories at Creek Bend
Nature Center

Join a librarian from the
St. Charles Public Library for readaloud stories, finger plays, songs and
more, during this fun program for
children from infancy through age 5.
Stay and enjoy the interactive exhibits
in the Nature Center, following the
program. For the grand finale of your
December storytime experience, head
outside along the trail to read a second
book on the StoryWalk®! No registration
required.
Wednesday, Dec. 14; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Little Saplings

In this monthly program geared
for 3-5 year olds, we’ll explore the
natural world through a variety of
activities specific to the theme of the
month. Sessions include a combination
of stories, nature hikes, songs, games
and/or crafts. A parent or caregiver
must accompany child.
Oh, Deer!
Thursday, Dec. 15; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child
Whoooo Are You?
Thursday, Jan. 19; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child
It’s Freezing out There!
Thursday, Feb. 16; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child
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Secrets of Snow: Winter Workshop

Drop-off your middle school
student off at Creek Bend Nature
Center to uncover the secrets that an
Illinois winter holds. This workshop
will incorporate hands-on experiments,
scientific activities, fun games, and
an adventurous hike through a winter
wonderland. Come prepared for indoor
classroom activities as well as outdoor
exploration.
Wednesday, Jan. 4; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $20/person

n

n

n

Holiday

Mixer

Join us for a year-end gathering to enjoy good company, as
well as complimentary hors d’oeuvres, craft beer and wine
at beautiful Creek Bend Nature Center within LeRoy Oakes
Forest Preserve. Get a sneak peak at the new Tallgrass Prairie
Adventure exhibit! Explore the mansion, relax over a beverage
and meal, play nature-themed party games, or simply chat
with friends old and new while you escape the holiday stress.
This program is for ages 21 and above.
Friday, Dec. 2; 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $20/person; includes hors d’oeuvres, craft beer and wine.

Adult Programs

A

dvance registration is required
for all nature programs, unless
otherwise specified. To register,
email programs@kaneforest.com or
call 630-444-3190.

Senior Stroll

Seniors are invited to explore
a different preserve each month,
and learn about the natural and
cultural history surrounding the land.
Our traditional December holiday
celebration will be inside. Bring your
favorite store-bought dish to share as
we enjoy nature-based games and good
fellowship around the fireplace. The
January program will move indoors
for a travelogue presentation. For
the February outing, dress for the
weather; it will include a pleasant
ramble lasting about an hour, followed
by refreshments and social time in the
shelter. No registration required.
Holiday Potluck Party
Thursday, Dec. 1; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
FREE; Donations accepted
Travelogue: Natural Wonders of Nova
Scotia (See page 4 for details.)
Thursday, Jan. 5; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
6N921 IL Rte. 25, St. Charles
FREE; Donations accepted
Senior Stroll
Thursday, Feb. 2; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Glenwood Park Forest Preserve
1644 S. River St., Batavia
FREE; Donations accepted

Trek with a Naturalist

Get your 10,000 steps in during
these invigorating naturalist-led hikes!
This monthly program is designed
for those who like active hiking — all
year long. We visit different preserves,
each month. The naturalist will stop
occasionally to interpret the ecology
of the preserve as we walk — but the
main goal is to cover ground! This
program is for ages 18 and above.
Saturday, Dec. 3; 9-11 a.m.
Les Arends Forest Preserve
2S731 Rte. 31, Batavia
FREE
Saturday, Jan. 7; 9-11 a.m.
Big Rock Forest Preserve
46W072 Jericho Rd., Big Rock
FREE

To register: Call (630) 444-3190 or e-mail programs@kaneforest.com

Thursday, Feb. 16; 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Otter Creek Forest Preserve
37W870 Hopps Rd., Elgin
FREE

Mindful and Meditative Series 

There are many ways to
experience the natural world. Many of
our programs involve interpreting local
plants, wildlife, geology and cultural
history, while other programs embrace
recreating in nature. The focus of these
mindful, meditative programs is on
channeling the therapeutic potential of
spending time in nature.

Nurtured by Nature 

Experience the healing effects
of nature. Studies show that time
outdoors can relieve stress, boost your
immune system, improve sleep and
contribute to overall good health. We’ll
incorporate healthy movement, deep
breathing and focus on awareness
during these hikes to nurture the
mind, body and spirit. This program is
for ages 18 and above.
Sunday, Dec. 4; 10 - 11 a.m.
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Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve
5S002 Merrill Rd., Sugar Grove
FREE
Sunday, Jan. 29; 10 - 11 a.m.
Les Arends Forest Preserve
2S731 Rte. 31, Batavia
FREE
Sunday, Feb. 26; 10 - 11 a.m.
Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve
16N690 Sleepy Hollow Rd., West Dundee
FREE

n

n

n

Learn from the
Experts Programs

T

hese classes about local ecology
are taught by experts in the
field. This award-winning
program series is co-sponsored
by the Forest Preserve District of
Kane County, the St. Charles Park
District, and the Geneva Park District.
These programs are for ages 18 and
above. Call 630-444-3190 or email
programs@kaneforest.com to register.

NASA’s James Webb Space
Telescope — Plus a Star Party

deep space objects that inspire a true
appreciation for our dark skies.
Friday, Dec. 9; 6:30-9 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Plastic Litter in Freshwaters:
Abundance, Distribution and
Future Directions

Plastic litter is found all over the
world, including freshwater ecosystems.
Plastic litter comes in a wide variety
of shapes, sizes and material types.
Research on the sources, movement
and biological interactions of plastic
litter in freshwaters is a critical part of
prevention and removal strategies. This
presentation will review the current
state of knowledge on plastic litter, its
distribution and abundance in local
ecoystems, and upcoming policy and
educational initiatives which may limit
the scope of pollution in the future.
Wednesday, Jan. 25; 7-8:30 p.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
6N921 IL Rte. 25, St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Geology Field Trip Revisited

We can’t emphasize it enough:
Landforms give us life forms. We’ll
review the glacial processes that
produced our Fox River, as well as
the kames, moraines, kettles and
eskers that typify Kane County’s
geography. We’ll then head out to hike
the formations and discuss how the
topography impacts the plants and
animals that call them home.
Saturday, Feb. 4; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Hickory Knolls Discovery Center
3795 Campton Hills Dr., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Winter Birds

Kane County has a fair number
of year-round birds as well as an
interesting array of species that visit
us only in winter. We’ll learn the field
marks and habitat preferences for
many of our cold-weather feathered
friends and, weather permitting, head
out to see how many we can find out
on the trails. As this program date
coincides with the Great Backyard
Bird Count, information on this annual
event also will be shared.
Saturday, Feb. 18; 9-11 a.m.

© vchalup / Adobe Stock

The James Webb Space Telescope
Hickory Knolls Discovery Center
3795 Campton Hills Dr., St. Charles
(JWST) is the largest, most
Fee: $10/person
powerful space telescope ever
built. Together with leaders of
the Fox Valley Astronomical
Winter Tree Identification
Society (FVAS), we’ll explore
During this class, you’ll
the fascinating first images
learn how to identify trees
recently released by NASA
without leaves. There will be an
from the JWST that help
introduction indoors, followed
unlock the history, and reveal
by a hike in the woods. We’ll
the beauty, of our universe.
examine bark, branches, twigs,
Our presenters will bring you
leaf scars and buds, and use
the captivating story of what
these for identification.
the JWSP is and how it works.
Immediately following the
Sunday, Feb. 19; 9:30-11 a.m.
presentation, we will have a
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
star party! Our friends from
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
the FVAS will set up telescopes
Fee: $10/person
outside and welcome you to
observe the night sky. Weather NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope — Plus a Star Party
the fascinating first images recently released by NASA from The James Webb Space Telescope
permitting, this is your chance Explore
that help unlock the history, and reveal the beauty of our universe. Register for this program held on
n n n
to directly observe planets and Dec. 9, from 6:30-9 p.m. by calling 630-444-3190 or email programs@kaneforest.com.
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Virtual Programs

E

xperience nature, right from
the comfort of your own home
with our virtual program
offerings. Follow us on social media
@forestpreserve for the latest and
greatest happenings!

Guess the Forest Preserve! 

The Forest Preserve District of
Kane County encompasses more than
23,000 acres of woodlands, wetlands
and prairies across nearly 100
properties. How long will it take you to
figure out which preserve is featured?
Released via our social media pages on
Thursday, Dec. 15
•
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/

forestpreserve
Instagram: https://www.instagram.		
com/forestpreserve
•
YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_		
forestpreserve
FREE
•

Wonders of Winter 

There is an abundance of life in
our forest preserves all year ’round
– even in the dead of winter! District
naturalists will brave the icy trails to
showcase all the season has to offer.
Enjoy this digital experience with a
cup of hot cocoa in the warmth of your
own home.
Released via our social media pages on
Tuesday, Jan. 3
•
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
forestpreserve

•

Instagram: https://www.instagram.		
com/forestpreserve
•
YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_		
forestpreserve
FREE

Guess the Forest Preserve, II! 

Here’s your second chance of the
season to virtually explore one of Kane
County’s forest preserves, put together
clues, and guess our naturalist’s location!
Released via our social media pages on
Thursday, Feb. 16
•
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
forestpreserve
•
Instagram: https://www.instagram.		
com/forestpreserve
•
YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_		
forestpreserve
FREE

History-themed fun with Preservation Partners of the Fox Valley
WINTERLIGHTS in the Fabyan
Japanese Garden

There might be a fresh cover of
snow, an icy sheen of sleet, or even a
partial moon peeking through the winter
clouds. Whatever the weather, stepping
into the ethereal winter landscape of
the Fabyan Japanese Garden is a winter

delight. Your lighted path will take you
past the Waiting Bench, then give you a
peek into the Teahouse and a view of the
Moon Bridge, before leading you around
the pond to view the chilling beauty of
the garden.
Fridays and Saturdays: Dec. 2-16; 5-7 p.m.
Saturdays only: Jan. 7-28; 5-7 p.m.
Fabyan Forest Preserve
1925 S. Batavia Ave., Geneva

Fee: $8/person, children under five are free
Note: Timed-entry tickets purchased in
advance at www.ppfv.org/winterlights

CANDLELIGHT at the Historic
Durant House Museum

Please join us for the annual
candlelight event when docents,
dressed for the 1800s, welcome
guests into the enchanting, candlelit
prairie homestead. There will be
fragrant evergreens, a roaring fire
on the hearth, light refreshments,
stories, and music that will take you
back to a simpler time. The Sholes
School Museum will also be open, and
children are invited to make their own
old-fashioned holiday toy.
Saturday, Dec. 3 & Sunday, Dec. 4; 3-7 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $3/adults and $1/child 18 and under
Note: Timed-entry tickets purchased in
advance at www.ppfv.org/candlelight

Fireside Sunday

You are invited to warm yourself
by the fire in our 1843 historic pioneer
home. Take time to play some oldfashioned games and learn about what

To register: Call (630) 444-3190 or e-mail programs@kaneforest.com

the pioneers did to keep themselves
warm in the winter. The Sholes
School Museum will be open for you
to practice your cursive on a slate,
read from the McGuffey’s Readers, and
recite some wonderful memory gems.
Sunday, Jan. 15; 1-4 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Suggested donation: $3/adult and $1/child

Be My Valentine

Learn the history of “modern”
Valentine’s Day with fun and
interesting facts about how people in
the 17th and 18th century created,
shared, and talked about paper
valentine cards. Watch demonstrations
on how to fold your own paper “puzzle”
with a hidden square to write your
secret message to your valentine. Then
take a short walk to the Sholes School
Museum to try your hand at writing
cursive with true pen and ink. It’s not
as easy as you think!
Sunday, Feb. 5; 1-4 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Suggested donation: $3/adult and $1/child
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Foundation helps support your Kane County forest preserves
Laurie Metanchuk, Director of Community Affairs

A

re you aware of the Kane Forest
Preserve Foundation?
If you’ve adopted an
endangered Kane County Blanding’s
turtle, purchased native plants through
the annual Native Plant Sale at either
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve or
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve, or
donated money via social media
on #GivingTuesday — you’ve
supported the Foundation!
The Kane Forest Preserve
Foundation was established
in 2016 and is a 501(c)3
nonprofit corporation.
Donations are tax-deductible
to the fullest extent of the law. The
Foundation’s role is to support the
Forest Preserve District of Kane
County through charitable efforts that
help advance the District’s mission.
Donations to the Kane Forest
Preserve Foundation can support the
following areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Areas Improvements
Plant & Animal Studies
Blanding’s Turtle Protection
Nature Programs Expansion
Best Use or Greatest Need

Foundation projects must be
different than projects the District
already provides. Soon, you’ll begin
to see the benefits in various places,
with signage acknowledging the
Foundation’s involvement.
“Our Foundation’s a relatively
new organization, and our efforts have
mostly been behind the scenes. We’ll
be working to publicize our role,”
said Kane Forest Preserve Foundation
Becky Gillam.
“We support endangered
Blanding’s turtle habitat. We’ve run
a successful native plant sale online
for three years, and that will be
expanding to an in-person event in
2023. Proceeds from the plant sale
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have allowed us to stock fish in District
lakes, plant prairie, and we’re looking
forward to new Osprey nesting towers
being installed soon,” she said.
“And all of this is because of the
generosity of Foundation donors.
People appreciate spending time in
the Kane County forest preserves, and
this is another way to show support,”
Gillam said.

Some of the
projects funded by the Foundation
thus far, include:

Blanding’s Turtle Protection

Since 2017, the Foundation has
offered an Adopt-a-Turtle program
in support of endangered Blanding’s
turtle conservation. These ceremonial
adoptions fund research supplies and
technology, a wildlife seasonal intern,
and a “head-start” program that allows
hatchlings to grow in a safe, controlled
environment, before releasing them
back into their original preserve habitat.
Head-starting gives these turtles a better
chance of survival, as they’ll have the
chance to grow larger, and therefore be
less likely to be eaten by predators.

Grassland Restoration Network
Conference Sponsorship

In 2018, the Grassland Restoration
Network was held locally at Fermilab.
in Batavia. The Foundation sponsored
the event. The conference hosted 200
restoration professionals for education
sessions, field trips and networking.

Prairie Planting at Fabyan

In 2020, the Foundation planned
its first ever Native Plant Sale. Due to
the pandemic, we converted the event
into an online-only sale. Proceeds from
that first year were used to plant a new

prairie within Fabyan Forest Preserve
in Geneva, at the corner of Illinois
Route 31 and Fabyan Parkway.

Fish Stocking at Oakhurst

Proceeds from the 2021 Native
Plant Sale went toward fish stocking
within Lake Patterson, at Oakhurst
Forest Preserve in Aurora.

Osprey Nesting Towers
at Dick Young and CPO Wetlands

Proceeds from the 2022 Native
Plant Sale are going to Osprey nesting
towers at two preserves: Dick Young
Forest Preserve in Batavia and the
Chicago Premium Outlets Wetlands in
Aurora. Work to install the tall utility
poles used in the project will begin soon.

Bike-Repair Station
along Fox River Trail

In the coming months, the
Foundation is funding a bicycle-repair
station near Illinois Route 31 and
Fabyan Parkway in Batavia.
As 2022 comes to a close, Gillam
said she hopes you’ll consider support
of the Kane Forest Preserve Foundation.
Here are ways to contribute:

• Donate on #GivingTuesday.

See the Facebook page for
the Foundation (http://
www.facebook.com/
kaneforestpreservefoundation) on
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2022.

• Make an Online Donation:

Visit https://bit.ly/GrowTheForest

• Mail a Donation:

Kane Forest Preserve Foundation
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320
Geneva, IL 60134

•

Volunteer:
We’re looking for volunteers
to help with our Native Plant
Sale. If you’re interested, email
foundation@kaneforest.com. v
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Forest Preserve District Calendar at a Glance

Meetings, nature programs, volunteer events and more
December

February

March

1

2

2

2
3
4
9
11
14
15
15
15
17
18

Senior Stroll Holiday Potluck - 10 a.m. Barbara Belding Lodge
Holiday Mixer - 6:30 p.m. - Creek Bend
Nature Center
Trek with a Naturalist - 9 a.m. Les Arends Forest Preserve
Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m.
Hannaford Woods Forest Preserve
NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope 6:30 p.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center
Early Bird Watching - 10 a.m. - LeRoy
Oakes Forest Preserve
Stories at Creek Bend Nature Center 10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center
Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m. - Creek Bend
Nature Center
Guess the Forest Preserve! - Virtual
Program 
Ramble at Twilight - 4 p.m. - LeRoy Oakes
Forest Preserve
Yarn Art Social Circle - 4 p.m. - Creek
Bend Nature Center
Owl Prowl - 4:30 p.m. - Hampshire Forest
Preserve

January
New Year’s Joy Hike - 9 a.m. - LeRoy
Oakes Forest Preserve
3 Wonders of Winter - Virtual Program 
4 Secrets of Snow Winter Workshop 10 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center
5 Senior Stroll Travelogue - 10 a.m. Barbara Belding Lodge
7 Birding the Winter Rivershore - 10 a.m. Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve
7 Trek with a Naturalist - 9 a.m. - Big Rock
Forest Preserve
11 Stories at Creek Bend Nature Center 10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center
14 Yarn Art Social Circle - 4 p.m. - Creek
Bend Nature Center
19 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m. - Creek Bend
Nature Center
22 Tracking Along the Winter Trail - 10 a.m. LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
28 Snowshoe Adventure - 9:30 a.m. - LeRoy
Oakes Forest Preserve
29 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m. - Les Arends
Forest Preserve

Senior Stroll - 10 a.m. - Glenwood Park
Forest Preserve
4 Geology Field Trip Revisited - 10 a.m. Hickory Knolls Discovery Center
8 Stories at Creek Bend Nature Center 10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center
11 Yarn Art Social Circle - 4 p.m. - Creek
Bend Nature Center
11 Snowshoe Adventure - 9:30 a.m. - Camp
Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
16 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m. - Creek Bend
Nature Center
16 Guess the Forest Preserve, II! - Virtual
Program 
16 Trek with a Naturalist - 3:30 p.m. - Otter
Creek Forest Preserve
17 Late Winter Bird Watching - 10 a.m. LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
18 Winter Birds - 9 a.m. - Hickory Knolls
Discover Center
19 Winter Tree Identification - 9:30 a.m. Creek Bend Nature Center
26 Snowshoe Adventure - 9:30 a.m. - LeRoy
Oakes Forest Preserve
26 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m. - Schweitzer
Woods Forest Preserve

1

4
5
18

Senior Stroll - 10 a.m. - LeRoy Oakes
Forest Preserve
Maple Sugaring Days - 12 p.m. - Creek
Bend Nature Center
Maple Sugaring Days - 12 p.m. - Creek
Bend Nature Center
Snowshoe Adventure - 9:30 a.m. - Camp
Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls

SUMMER CAMPS
Monday, June 12 - Friday, June 17
Monday, June 19 - Friday, June 23
Monday, June 26 - Friday, June 30
Monday, July 10 - Friday, July 15
Monday, July 17 - Friday, July 21
Monday, July 24 - Friday, July 28

NOTE: All events are subject to change/cancelation. Please
register in advance, so that we have accurate numbers
and can contact you if a program is moved or canceled.

NATURE SUMMER
CAMPS
Summer will be here before you know it! Make plans now
for your child to spend a week in the woodlands, prairies,
and wetlands of Kane County with a professional District
naturalist. More information on camp times, themes and
locations will be available in March 2023.

Monday, June 12 - Friday, June 17
Monday, June 19 - Friday, June 23
Monday, June 26 - Friday, June 30
Monday, July 10 - Friday, July 15
Monday, July 17 - Friday, July 21
Monday, July 24 - Friday, July 28

To register: Call (630) 444-3190 or e-mail programs@kaneforest.com
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Don’t miss a nature program!

Subscribe to The TreeLine

If you would like to be on a permanent quarterly mailing list
for this publication, visit http://bit.ly/ForestPreserve_Email,
Email us at forestpreserve@kaneforest.com or call 630-232-5980

NATURE PROGRAM INFORMATION
Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. To
register for programs and/or schedule school or scout field trips:
call 630-444-3190 or email programs@kaneforest.com. Telephone
reservations are accepted Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Payment
Make checks payable to the Forest Preserve District of Kane County.
Mail to:
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St.
St. Charles, IL 60175
Programs are free unless otherwise indicated. Fee assistance is
available upon request.
Cancellations
Please call us if you need to cancel, so that we may contact others on
our wait list.
Special Accommodations
Please let us know at least two weeks in advance by calling the
program manager at 630-444-3191. Anyone who requires an auxiliary
aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of
policies or procedures to participate in a program, service or activity
of the District, should contact the ADA Coordinator at Voice: 630444-3950 or 630-232-5980, TTY Relay: 800-526-0844, email at ada@
kaneforest.com or mail at 1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320, Geneva, IL 60134,
as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours before the scheduled
event.

Program Waiver and Release
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC) is committed to
conducting its programs and activities in a safe manner and holds the
safety of participants in high regard. The FPDKC continually strives to
reduce risks and insists that all participants follow safety rules and
instructions that are designed to protect the participant’s safety. All
registrants will be asked to sign a waiver and release.
Photo Release
By registering for a program, you consent to and authorize the use of any
photographs and other audiovisual materials for promotional purposes,
including printed material, educational activities, exhibitions, or for any
other use for the benefit of the District.
Creek Bend Nature Center
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: Noon - 4 p.m.
Social Media

F
T
I
P

www.facebook.com/forestpreserve
www.twitter.com/forestpreserve
www.instagram.com/forestpreserve
www.pinterest.com/forestpreserve
http://bit.ly/youtube_forestpreserve
http://bit.ly/linkedin_forestpreserve

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is committed to recycling
and green printing methods. This brochure is printed on recycled stock
with soy-based ink. When finished, please recycle this material.

