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The Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County was formed 
June 8, 1925.

Our mission is to acquire, hold 
and maintain lands within 
Kane County that contribute 
to the preservation of natural 
and historic resources, 

habitats, flora and fauna; and to restore, restock protect and 
preserve such lands for the education, recreation and pleasure 
of all Kane County citizens.

The District is governed by the Forest Preserve Commission. 
Kane County Board members serve as the Forest Preserve 
Commission. They are: 

Christopher W. Kious, President, District 23
Mavis Bates, President Pro Tem, District 4
Myrna Molina, Secretary, District 1 
Drew Frasz, Treasurer, District 18
Dale Berman, District 2 
Anita Lewis, District 3 
Bill Lenert, District 5 
Ron Ford, District 6 
Monica Silva, District 7 
Michelle Gumz, District 8
Tom Koppie, District 9 
David Brown, District 10
John Martin, District 11 
Ken Shepro, District 12
Steve Weber, District 13
Mark Davoust, District 14
Barbara Wojnicki, District 15
Mike Kenyon, District 16
Deborah Allan, District 17 
Mo Iqbal, District 19 
Cherryl Fritz Strathmann, District 20
Cliff Surges, District 21 
Vern Tepe, District 22 
Jarett Sanchez, District 24

The TreeLine is published quarterly by the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County.  Issues are mailed or emailed to all 
subscribers, based on their preference. To subscribe to the 
print or electronic edition (or both), call 630-232-5980 or 
email forestpreserve@kaneforest.com and request your free 
subscription to The TreeLine.

Monica Meyers
Executive Director

Laurie Metanchuk
Director of Community Affairs

Brittany Kovach
Communications & Marketing Coordinator

Barb McKittrick
Environmental Education Manager

Forest Preserve District of Kane County
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320
Geneva, Illinois 60134

Phone:  630-232-5980
Email:  forestpreserve@kaneforest.com
Web:  www.kaneforest.com
Social: @forestpreserve

Cover Photo
Kayaks lined up along the Fox River in Geneva during a 
kayaking program series.
Photo by Environmental Education Manager Barb McKittrick.

News at the Forest Preserve District
Campgrounds open for the season

Family camp sites are available right here in Kane County!                             
You can get away from it all — without spending it all.

Big Rock Campground in Big Rock contains 109 total camp sites. There are 96 
improved camp sites with 50-amp electrical service, water access, parking pads and 
fire rings. There are nine primitive, tent-only sites without electric access. There are 
four equestrian sites. There are also ADA-accessible camp sites are available upon 
request. 

Paul Wolff Campground in Elgin contains 104 total camp sites. There are 89 
improved sites complete with 50-amp electrical service, water access, parking pads 
and fire rings. There are 10 primitive, tent-only sites without electric access. There 
are also five equestrian camp sites. ADA-accessible camp sites are available upon 
request. Both campgrounds are within beautiful Kane County forest preserves 
where, among other amenities, you'll enjoy miles of hiking trails. Camp sites range 
from $12 to $35 per day. 

Come 'Camp Local' with us! Big Rock Campground is located within Big Rock 
Forest Preserve at 46W499 Granart Rd., Big Rock. Paul Wolff Campground is 

located within Burnidge 
Forest Preserve at 
38W235 Big Timber Rd., 
Elgin. Sites are on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Reservations are not 
accepted. Campgrounds 
close for the season on the 
final weekend in October. 
For more information, call 
our Campground Hotline 
at 630-444-1200 or visit           
www.kaneforest.com.  

Help us keep forest preserves clean
 While staff spends time daily 

cleaning up preserves and trails, with 
more than 22,000 acres, it's a big job.

 That's where you can help. 
Picking up trash is a great way to 
help the environment. Not only is 
trash unsightly, it can be harmful to 
wildlife. One person can truly have a 
big impact.

Grab some work gloves and trash 
bags and head out to your local forest preserve or trail. Pick up trash along your 
walk, and dispose of it in Forest Preserve District trash barrels or dumpsters. It's 
easy to do on your own, with a friend or a small group — and every little bit makes 
a difference. If you're looking for more of a small group effort, contact our volunteer 
coordinator at 630-232-5980 to learn about cleanup dates, times and locations. 

After heading out to your local preserve or trail to pick up trash, send us a 
selfie! Take a photo with the garbage you've cleaned up from the Kane County forest 
preserves, and we'll highlight some of those photos on our social media pages. 
Be sure and tag the Forest Preserve District of Kane County and use the hashtag 
#kanetrashbagselfie.
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Photo by Volunteer Coordinator Robb Cleave 
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Lauren Brostowitz, Natural Resources Technician

As a nature enthusiast, stepping 
into a prairie in mid-summer is 
— to put it candidly — quite the 

immersive experience. 
Even for the fair-weather observer, 

it's hard to ignore the myriad of 
movement and life. Flowers burst and 
bloom in an array of shapes and colors, 
the smell of mountain mint perfumes 
the air, the Bobolink chirps as it 
flutters back and forth between plumes 
of Indian-grass, and the Compass plant 
orients its east-west facing leaves with 
the migration of the sun. 

While many of these processes 
may be outwardly visible, there 
are also deeper, complex biological 
systems happening around us — all 
integral components in the life cycle 
of the fragile, prairie ecosystem. Enter 
Symbiosis.

Living in Harmony 

Symbiosis and Mutualism in our Preserves
with, on, or within a host. Parasitism, 
predation and competition are also 
forms of symbiosis, albeit not a mutual 
one.

One example of a mutualistic 
relationship that may resonate for 
many of us is that between the 
Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) 
and the Common milkweed (Asclepias 
syriaca). A select few species of 
milkweed serve as the sole larval 
host plant for the monarch, and they 
function as a sort of nursery where 
eggs are laid on the underside of the 
leaves and larva feed off the foliage. 
In exchange, Monarch butterflies 
enjoy the nectar and help pollinate 
the plant, allowing the milkweed 
to thrive. But that's not all! Did you 
know that milkweed is toxic to many 
species? Not the Monarch, however! 
The sticky sap from which the plant 
derives its name, armors the adapted 

monarch butterfly, as 
toxic compounds from 
milkweed are stored 
in its exoskeleton. This 
also aids in defense 
against predators such 
as mice, amphibians 
and birds — who in 
particular, view their 
brightly colored wings 
as an aposematic, 
noxious warning to 
stay away. Talk about a 
trade-off! 

Another example 
of mutualism in the 
prairie is that of 
mycorrhizal fungi, a 
complex organism that 

has developed symbiotic relationships 
with a multitude of vascular plant 
species. These specialized fungi, 
with far-reaching filaments, colonize 
plant roots and extend deep into the 
soil. They aid the plant by increasing 
its access to water and nutrients, 
such as nitrogen and phosphorus, 

Symbiosis is characterized 
as a relationship between two 
dissimilar organisms, living in 
close physical association. 

In mutualism, both organisms 
benefit from the symbiotic interaction, 
whereas, in the case of commensalism, 
a single organism benefits by living 

and in exchange, the mycorrhizal 
fungi receive necessary sugars and 
carbohydrates from the roots of their 
photosynthesizing friends above 
ground.

Another remarkable example 
found within a select few of our 
preserves is that of the Eastern prairie 
fringed orchid (EPFO) (Platanthera 
leucophaea). This federally threatened 
and state-endangered plant, which 
grows in wet prairie, has pretty 
selective growing conditions. 
Furthermore, many orchids have a 
fairly daunting germination rate, which 
can be expedited with the inoculation 
of mycobionts, such as various 
strains of mycorrhizal fungi. Initially 
introduced to the preserve in 1993, the 
EPFO displayed its first bloom in 1997 
and has been colonizing ever since, 
thanks to some fungal fanfare.

After reflecting on nature's 
intrinsic acts of mutualism, one can't 
help but wonder what our relationship, 
as humans, is with nature. Are we 
mutualistic in our interactions? 
Commensalist? Do we give back 
enough from which we take?

Our oxygen-rich atmosphere is 
partly credited on a plants' ability to 
photosynthesize. We literally can't 
breathe without them! So, let's return 
the favor, and preserve and protect our 
natural areas for future generations to 
come! Inhale, and remember, we owe 
them.
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Want to be more mutualistic?       
Join us at a Volunteer Seed Harvest!

Help the District's Natural Resource 
Management staff collect native 
seeds that will be used to 
re-establish native plant 
communities in the Kane County 
forest preserves.

June-September;
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

mailto:programs@kaneforest.com
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Escape into a local forest preserve this summer
All-Ages Programs

All ages are welcome to attend 
these programs unless 
otherwise specified.  Children 

must be accompanied by an adult.  
Organized groups must schedule a 
separate tour. Advance registration 
is required for all nature programs, 
unless otherwise specified.  
To register, call 630-444-3190 or  
email programs@kaneforest.com.

Wonderful Wildflowers! 
Join us as we highlight the 

beautiful flowers that adorn the 
woodlands of Kane County. Together, 
let's explore the identifying features 
and interesting folklore that surrounds 
these colorful native species.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, June 10.
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

Snake Search
Join us for a fun "snake safari" as 

we look for native snakes at beautiful 
Dick Young Forest Preserve. The 
program will begin with a brief lesson 
on snake identification, and then it's 

out into the field to look 
for some local examples.              
A naturalist will 
demonstrate different 

methods used in snake research, and 
will address some misconceptions 
about these reptiles.

Sunday, June 13; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Dick Young Forest Preserve 
(Nelson Lake Road entrance)
2S326 Nelson Lake Rd., Batavia
FREE

Durant House Museum 
Virtual Visit 

Take a trip back in time and 
learn all about the wonders and trials 
of pioneer life. This virtual tour will 
showcase the historic Durant House, a 
prairie farmhouse constructed in 1843.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, June 24.
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

Build a Butterfly Feeder 
Tune in to see how you can build 

your very own butterfly feeder using 
common household items or with a 
simple-to-use kit available for purchase 
at Creek Bend Nature Center. (Optional 
kit costs $5). Hang your completed 
project up at home to attract beautiful 
butterflies to your yard!

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, July 8.
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

Birding in the 
Summer Grasslands

Soak up some sunshine as we 
hike, look and listen for breeding 
grassland birds, this summer. District 
naturalists will cover basic bird 
identification skills and share a few 
interesting stories, along the way.

Friday, July 9; 9 - 10 a.m.
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
42W797 Rohrsen Rd., Hampshire
FREE

Composting with Worms! 
Turn your kitchen scraps into 

garden gold! Come and learn about 
the benefits of composting at home 
with worms. During this program, 
we'll take an in-depth look at the 
science behind vermicomposting and 
explore the role of red wriggler worms 
in home composting systems. You'll 
leave this class with all the knowledge 
necessary to build your own home 
vermicomposting bin.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, July 22.
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

School of Fish Pop-Up
Drop into our Pop-Up program to discover the remarkable world of fish! 

Learn how to identify different fish species and get acquainted with the 36 
species of fish that call Illinois home. Plus, make your own craft to take home.

Saturday, July 24; 9:30 - 11 a.m.
Big Rock Campground at Big Rock Forest Preserve; 46W499 Granart Rd., Big Rock; FREE

I Love Pollinators Pop-Up
There's a lot to love about pollinators! About one out of every three bites of 

food we eat depends on pollinators for production. They also play a critical role 
in the reproduction of 90 percent of flowering plants. Stop by to learn more and 
how you can help pollinators succeed.

Saturday, Aug. 28; 9:30-11 a.m.
Paul Wolff Campground at Burnidge Forest Preserve; 38W235 Big Timber Rd., Elgin; FREE

mailto:programs@kaneforest.com
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Out & About Podcast 
The natural world is loaded with 

interesting learning opportunities, 
and the Forest Preserve District of 
Kane County has over 20,000 acres to 
explore! Stay up-to-date with the latest 
happenings in the District, and have 
some fun with Naturalist Josh, as he 
highlights the wonderful ways to enjoy 
our open spaces.

Episode 8: Releases Thursday, Aug. 12
Visit: https://anchor.fm/forest-preserve
FREE

Preserve Highlight:
Guess this Preserve 

With over 100 preserves 
encompassing more than 20,000 acres, 
there's plenty to see and do in our 
Kane County forest preserves! Join a 
naturalist as we explore the beauty 
of biodiversity in some of our favorite 
preserves during each episode of this 
virtual program series.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Aug. 26
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

NIGHTTIME NATURE SERIES 
Explore the nocturnal world with a 

naturalist. These after-hours programs 
provide a glimpse into the wildlife that 
we usually don't get to see during the 
daytime. We'll visit different forest 
preserves, with different nocturnal 
habitats, each month.

Moth Mania 
Get out into the night to celebrate 

National Moth Week! We'll learn about 
the unusual beauty, life cycles, and 
habitats of moths, and then head into 
the field to observe some local species 
up close with the aid of various moth 
attractants. A naturalist will explain 
how you can become a real Citizen 
Scientist during National Moth Week 
by submitting moth observational 
data on iNaturalist – an easy to use 
smartphone app.

Tuesday, July 20; 7:30 - 9 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $2/person

Secret Life of Bats 
Kane County is home to many 

flying creatures, but none is as 
shrouded in mystery as the bat. Come 
out to experience nighttime in the 
forest preserve and learn about the 
mammalian winged creatures of the 
night, and the important niche that 
bats fill in our local ecosystem. Be 
prepared to enjoy the acrobatic flight 
of some of our local bats, as dusk 
settles over the land.

Thursday, Aug. 12; 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $2/person

Singing Insects 
The late summer soundscape is 

amazingly beautiful and intricate. 
Venture out to explore the world 
of nocturnal singing insects with a 

Rusty Rodeo
SATURDAY, AUG. 7; 11 A.M. - 1 P.M.

At two locations this year!
Glenwood Park Forest Preserve — 1644 S. River Street, Batavia

AND
Ferson Creek Park — State Route 31, East of Wildrose Springs Drive, St. Charles

There are underwater invaders in our local streams and rivers and we want you to 
help us find them! Our culprit is the Rusty Crayfish – a tiny aquatic creature that's 
an invasive species in Kane County. Help naturalists round up some rowdy Rusty 
Crayfish in an effort to reduce their numbers. 

Families are encouraged to join us in the water with dip nets to collect, identify and 
remove some Rusties. You might even find the biggest of these varmints or collect 
the greatest number of them. Prepare to get wet! Wear closed-toe shoes and clothes 
that can get muddy.
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naturalist. Before heading into the 
field, we'll learn about the calls of 
some of the more common evening 
music-makers. Then we'll use our 
new-found listening skills to get up 
close and personal with some of the 
songsters.

Wednesday, Aug. 11; 7 - 8 p.m.
Hampshire Forest Preserve
44W780 Allen Rd., Hampshire
Fee: $2/person

 
n n n

Youth Programs  

Youth Kayak Fishing Experience
Get out on local lakes with a 

professional kayak fishing instructor 
from Chi-Yak Adventures. Using water 
crafts specifically designed for anglers, 
you're sure to get into secret spots not 
reachable from shore. Whether you're 
looking to learn the skills involved in 
fishing from a watercraft, or to pick 
up a few pointers for improving your 
angling skills, this is the program for 
you! Take one, two, or all four sessions. 
We'll provide the pedal kayak, safety 
equipment, kayaking instruction and 
all the fishing gear required to get you 
out on the water safely and effectively 
catching fish! We require registration at 
least one week prior to the program and 
full payment at the time of registration. 
This program is for youth entering 
grades 8-12.

Friday, June 18; 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Big Rock Forest Preserve
46W072 Jericho Rd., Big Rock
Fee: $99/person

Monday, June 28; 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve
02S035 S. Lorang Rd., Elburn
Fee: $99/person

Monday, July 26; 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Big Rock Forest Preserve
46W072 Jericho Rd., Big Rock
Fee: $99/person

Tuesday, Aug. 3; 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve
02S035 S. Lorang Rd., Elburn
Fee: $99/person

Story Time at Creek Bend 
Nature Center

Enjoy some stories, explore 
the outdoors around Creek Bend 
Nature Center, and grab a take-home 
nature project (while supplies last)! 
Each month, we release a new video 
featuring a book read by a St. Charles 
Public Library librarian and provide 
a book-themed craft for you to do at 
home. Stop into Creek Bend Nature 
Center on the monthly release dates. 
Then, head out to the trails to read the 
second story on our StoryWalk®! This 
is a drop-in program. No registration is 
required.

Wednesday, June 16; 10 a.m. - noon
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Wednesday, July 21; 10 a.m. - noon
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Wednesday, Aug. 18; 10 a.m. - noon
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Little Saplings
In this monthly program, geared 

for 3-5 year olds, we'll explore the 
natural world through a variety of 
activities specific to the theme of the 
month. Sessions include a combination 
of stories, nature hikes, songs, games, 
and/or crafts. A parent or caregiver 
must accompany child.

June Bugs & Slugs
Thursday, June 17; 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Life in the Pond
Thursday, July 15; 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Prancing in the Prairie
Thursday, Aug. 19; 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $5/child
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Treasure Hunt Adventure
Join us on a fun adventure 

and follow clues to find Ma's secret 
recipe box! Start at Creek Bend 
Nature Center during open hours 
and get your list of clues to begin 
this self-guided scavenger hunt. 
There's a grand prize for those who 
find the hidden recipe box!

May 27 - Aug. 31
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $5/group
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Summer Camp registration now open for young outdoor explorers
Week in the Woods Summer Camp

Explore the woods and fields during these five-day nature camps! 
Naturalists will lead activities based on a different nature theme each 
day. Summer camp is for children entering grades 1st-6th. Advance 
registration is required. Call 630-444-3190 or email programs@
kaneforest.com to register. Detailed camp information will be provided 
upon registration. 

Tracking & Survival
Monday, June 21 - Friday, June 25
9 a.m. - noon
Johnson's Mound Forest Preserve
41W600 Hughes Rd., Elburn
Fee: $125/child

STEM in Nature
Monday, July 12 - Friday, July 16
9 a.m. - noon
Burnidge Forest Preserve
14N035 Coombs Rd., Elgin
Fee: $125/child

Summer Unplugged
Monday, July 26 - Friday, July 30
9 a.m. - noon
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $125/child

Junior Naturalist Summer Camp
During this camp conducted in partnership with Geneva Park 

District, discover the sights and sounds of a different forest preserve 
each day! Get your feet wet in local rivers and streams, track animals in 
nearby woodlands and explore firsthand the history and geology of Kane 
County. This full-day camp is for children entering grades 3rd-5th. Each 
day of camp will begin and end at Peck Farm Park (4038 Kaneville Rd., 
Geneva) then travel by bus to a different Kane County forest preserve. 
Advance registration is required, with three ways to register: Online 
at www.genevaparks.org, by phone at 630-232-4542, or in-person at 
Sunset Community Center (710 Western Ave., Geneva.) Detailed camp 
information will be provided upon registration. 

Session 1: Monday, June 28 - Friday, July 2
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Activity Code: 3212806-01
Fee: $290/child

Session 2: Monday, July 19 - Friday, July 23
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Activity Code: 3212806-02
Fee: $290/child

Session 3: Monday, Aug. 2 - Friday, Aug. 6
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Activity Code: 3212806-03
Fee: $290/child

mailto:programs@kaneforest.com
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Trek with a Naturalist
Get your 10,000 steps in during 

these invigorating naturalist-led hikes! 
This monthly program is designed 
for those who like active hiking, all 
year long. We visit different preserves 
each month. A naturalist will stop 
occasionally to interpret the ecology of 
the preserve as we walk, but the main 
goal is to cover ground! This program is 
for ages 18 and above.

Thursday, June 17; 6-8 p.m.
Fabyan Forest Preserve
(East entrance)
1500 Crissey Ave., IL Rte. 25, Geneva
FREE

Thursday, July 15; 6-8 p.m.
Fox River Bluff West Forest Preserve
5N753 IL Rte. 31, St. Charles
FREE

Thursday, Aug. 19; 6-8 p.m.
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
42W797 Rohrsen Rd., Hampshire
FREE

backpacking travelogues, naturalist-
led hikes, trail-prepared meals, and 
evening campfires. Guiding our 
group will be an outdoor adventure 
leader from Rocktown Adventures 
and a Forest Preserve District of Kane 
County Naturalist. Expect to hike 
3-5 miles per day over gently rolling 
terrain with packs weighing up to 35 
pounds. All meals and campsite rental 
are included. We'll supply group gear 
(cooking gear, food, first aid kit, etc.) 
and will provide a personal gear list for 
all registrants, prior to the program. 
Call 630-444-3190 with any questions. 
See you on the trail! This program is for 
ages 18 and above.

Friday, June 4; noon – 
Sunday, June 6; noon
Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve
(Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls entrance)
40W095 Freeman Rd., Gilberts
Fee: $299/person

Adult Programs

Senior Stroll
Seniors are invited to join District 

naturalists each month to explore a 
different preserve and learn about 
the natural and cultural history 
surrounding the land. Each meeting 
includes a pleasant ramble lasting 
about an hour, followed by social time 
in the shelter. Dress for the weather – 
these outdoor programs celebrate the 
change in seasonal surroundings! No 
registration is required for this program. 

Thursday, June 3; 10 a.m. - noon
Dick Young Forest Preserve 
(Nelson Lake Rd. entrance)
2S326 Nelson Lake Rd., Batavia
FREE

Thursday, July 1; 10 a.m. - noon
Oakhurst Forest Preserve
1680 Fifth Ave., Aurora
FREE

Thursday, Aug. 5; 10 a.m. - noon
Fitchie Creek Forest Preserve
39W993 Russell Rd., Elgin
FREE

Beginner's Backpacking 
Adventure

If you've always yearned to try 
backpacking, but didn't have the 
confidence to do it on your own, here's 
your chance to try a local weekend 
trip with a professional guide! Created 
especially for novice backpackers 
with limited outdoor experience, our 
adventure will include an "Introduction 
to Backpacking" training session, 
guided backpacking to the campsites, 

Passport to Adventure
Take an adventure this summer at area museums with the Passport to Adventure program. Participating sites in the Kane County         
forest preserves include Creek Bend Nature Center at LeRoy Oakes in St. Charles, the Fabyan Villa Museum in Geneva, the Durant House 
Museum and Pioneer Sholes School at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve in St. Charles. The passport program encourages children and their 
parents to visit a variety of history, nature, science and art museums to explore the people, events, and environment of the area. Children 
ages 4-12 will experience the world around them through exhibits and activities at each site they visit. The program is sponsored by the 
Illinois Parks & Recreation Association, the Kane-DuPage Regional Museum Association and a host of other partner agencies. 
The Passport Program will be using Adventure Lab digital geocaching app this year. Call 630-444-3190 for more information.
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Nurtured by Nature
Experience the healing effects 

of nature. Studies show that time 
outdoors can relieve stress, boost 
your immune system, improve sleep, 
and contribute to overall good health. 
During this monthly series, we'll 
incorporate gentle stretching, deep 
breathing and a focus on awareness 
during these hikes designed to nurture 
the mind, body and spirit. This program 
is for ages 18 and above.

Sunday, June 20; 9-10 a.m.
Johnson's Mound Forest Preserve
41W600 Hughes Rd., Elburn
FREE

Sunday, July 18; 9-10 a.m.
Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve
12N882 Engel Rd., Sycamore
FREE

Sunday, Aug. 15; 9-10 a.m.

Hannaford Woods Forest Preserve
441 Courtney Circle, Sugar Grove
FREE

n n n

Learn from the 
Experts Programs

Bioreactor at the Meissner 
Corron Forest Preserve

The Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County partnered with the 
Kane County Farm Bureau and Kane 
County to build a bioreactor at the 
Meissner-Corron Forest Preserve in 
2018. The bioreactor is part of the 
Illinois Nutrient Strategy goals to 
reduce nitrogen and phosphorus that 
contribute to the Gulf hypoxia issue in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Join Jodie Wollnick, 
Director of Kane County Division of 
Environmental and Water Resources, 

to learn about the bioreactor and other 
water quality work that is underway 
to better define where the sources of 
nitrogen and phosphorus come from 
in our rural areas, and how we can all 
help.

Tuesday, June 8; 7-8:30 p.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
6N921 IL Rte. 25, St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Sense of Place: Tekakwitha 
Woods Forest Preserve

From dance hall to spiritual 
retreat center, Tekakwitha Woods has 
had a fascinating history. Learn about 
the cultural history, including the 
decades when the Sisters of Mercy 
lived here. This guided hike will 
include discussion of the ecology of 

Tour our local waterways during these paddling adventures! Our 2021 kayaking series begins with a lake-based basic paddling skills 
class, followed by shorter, less-strenuous river sessions for beginners. As the summer progresses, choose increasingly longer and more            
technical paddles for intermediate skill levels. Each session, participants will receive dry-land instruction on basic kayaking techniques 
from an experienced instructor. Then we'll take to the water for a naturalist-led exploration of the fascinating ecology. Participants meet  
and park at the take-out location and are shuttled to the put-in location. Choose any number of sessions; you can take one, two, or all six!

Boaters must be 16 years or older and be able to hold breath underwater while wearing a properly fitted life jacket; independently turn from 
a face down to a face-up position keeping head above water; effectively communicate with the instructor and other participants; and manage 
all mobility and personal care independently or with the assistance of a companion. Advance registration is required at least one week 
prior to the program, with payment required at the time of registration. For more information, or to register, call 630-444-3190 or email 
programs@kaneforest.com. Fees: Single kayak rental - $69/person for Session 1 and $85/person/session for Sessions 2-6. Fees include use 
of kayak, personal flotation device and paddle. Or, provide your own kayak for Sessions 2-6 for $45/person.

Explore the Fox River by Kayak

mailto:programs@kaneforest.com
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the beautiful area, as well. From her 
decades as manager of Tekakwitha 
Woods Forest Preserve and four 
years living on-site, Naturalist Valerie 
Blaine will provide an in-depth look at 
Tekakwitha's past, present and future. 
Pam Otto, once Tek's oldest intern, will 
add some favorite memories as well.

Saturday, June 19; 7-8:30 p.m.
Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve
35W076 Villa Maria Rd., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Severe Weather
The Midwest is often subjected to 

severe and violent weather throughout 
the year. Professor Duane Friend 
from the U of I Extension will join us 
to discuss thunderstorms, lightning, 
tornadoes, and extreme temperatures. 
He'll also cover trends in extreme 
weather over time such as heavy 
rain, increase in tornado occurrences, 
extreme temperature fluctuations and 
flooding. Learn about these fascinating 
topics in the safety of the lodge!

Saturday, July 31; 9:30-11 a.m.
Barbara Belding Lodge
Brewster Creek Forest Preserve
6N921 IL Rte. 25, St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Sense of Place: LeRoy Oakes 
Forest Preserve

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve has 
a long and storied history, serving as 
a homestead, farm, country estate, 
and religious retreat prior to being a 
Kane County natural area. Come and 
walk the land with a naturalist and 
a historian as we revisit the past and 
explore the still-standing structures 
that paint a picture of the people here 
before us. On our tour, we'll have 
the opportunity to visit Creek Bend 
Nature Center, Durant House Museum, 
Pioneer Sholes School, and two historic 
barns.

Thursday, Aug. 5; 6:30-8 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person 

Summer Tree Identification
This field class will begin 

with an introduction to the basic 
plant morphology needed for tree 
identification. Instructor Ben Katzen 
will lead a walk on the wooded trails, 
providing tips for identifying common 
native hardwood trees and describing 
several different tree identification 
techniques.

Sunday, Aug. 8; 9-10:30 a.m.
Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve
35W076 Villa Maria Rd., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Singing Insects
Join author and ecologist Dr. Carl 

Strang for a look at some of Illinois' 
noisiest insects. Beginning with an 
indoor presentation, we'll learn about 
the chorus of insects often heard as the 
sun sets. Next, we'll head outside to 
look for grasshoppers, cicadas, crickets 
and katydids.

Tuesday, Aug. 17; 8-9:30 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Mighty Mosses
Despite their important role in 

ecology and botanical history, mosses 
are critically understudied. How do 
mosses help soils and microorganisms? 
How many species are there? When it 
comes to the mosses of Kane County, 
we're not entirely sure. Edward 
Warden, Conservation Stewardship 
Coordinator at the Shedd Aquarium, 
will deliver a comprehensive overview 
of what we do know about the mosses 
in our region, as well as tips and tricks 
for identifying them, and how we 
can begin filling the knowledge gap. 
Following the presentation, we'll go for 
a hike in the surrounding preserve to 
put our new identification skills to the 
test!

Sunday, Aug. 22; 10-11:30 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person 

Save the Date!

Harvest
of the
Acorn
Moon
Festival

Sunday, Sept. 26
12-3 p.m.
Burnidge Forest Preserve
38W235 Big Timber Rd., 
Elgin

Celebrate the harvest 
season at our 
fall festival!

* Pumpkin Painting
* Nature Crafts
* Outdoor Games
* Music
* Wagon Rides
* Guided Hikes
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May
23 Learn to Kayak - 10 a.m.  

Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve
27 Treasure Hunt Adventure - 10 a.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center

June
3 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m. 

Kane County Government Center 
3 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m.  

Dick Young Forest Preserve
4 Beginner's Backpacking Adventure   

12 p.m. - Freeman Kame Forest Preserve
8 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m. 

Kane County Government Center
8 Bioreactor at the Meissner Prairie 

Corron Forest Preserve - 7 p.m.                  
Barbara Belding Lodge

10 Wonderful Wildflowers   
Virtual Nature Program

13 Snake Search - 9:30 a.m.  
Dick Young Forest Preserve

13 Explore the Fox River by Kayak - 10 a.m.  
Voyageur Landing Forest Preserve 

16 Story Time at Creek Bend - 10 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center

17 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center

17 Trek with a Naturalist - 6 p.m.  
Fabyan Forest Preserve

18 Youth Kayak Fishing - 8 a.m.  
Big Rock Forest Preserve

19 Sense of Place: Tekakwitha Woods Forest 
Preserve - 7 p.m. - Tekakwitha Woods

20 Nurtured by Nature - 9 a.m.  
Johnson's Mound Forest Preserve

22 Finance & Administration Committee  
2 p.m. - Kane County Government Center

24 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m.  
Kane County Government Center

24 Planning & Utilization Committee   
9:30 a.m. -Kane County Government Center

24 Durant House Museum Virtual Visit   
Virtual Nature Program

28 Youth Kayak Fishing - 8 a.m.  
Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve 

July
1 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m.  

Oakhurst Forest Preserve
1 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m. 

Kane County Government Center
8 Build a Butterfly Feeder   

Virtual Nature Program
9 Birding the Summer Grasslands - 9 a.m.  

Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve
12 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m. 

Kane County Government Center
13 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m.  

Kane County Government Center
15 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center
15 Trek with a Naturalist - 6 p.m.  

Fox River Bluff West Forest Preserve
18 Nurtured by Nature - 9 a.m.  

Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve
18 Explore the Fox River by Kayak - 10 a.m.  

Ferson Creek Park
20 Moth Mania - 7:30 p.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center
21 Story Time at Creek Bend - 10 a.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center
22 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m.  

Kane County Government Center
22 Planning & Utilization Committee 

9:30 a.m. - Kane County Government 
Center

22 Composting with Worms!   
Virtual Nature Program

24 School of Fish Pop-Up - 9:30 a.m.  
Big Rock Campground

26 Youth Kayak Fishing - 8 a.m.  
Big Rock Forest Preserve

27 Finance & Administration Committee   
2 p.m. - Kane County Government Center

31 Severe Weather - 9:30 a.m.  
Barbara Belding Lodge

August
3 Youth Kayak Fishing - 8 a.m.  

Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve  
5 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m. 

Kane County Government Center
5 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m.  

Fitchie Creek Forest Preserve 
5 Sense of Place: LeRoy Oakes Forest 

Preserve - 6:30 p.m. - LeRoy Oakes
7 Rusty Rodeo - 11 a.m.  

Glenwood Park Forest Preserve &  
Ferson Creek Park

8 Summer Tree Identification - 9 a.m.  
Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve 

10 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m. 
Kane County Government Center

11 Singing Insects - 7 p.m.  
Hampshire Forest Preserve

Calendar at a Glance

Meetings, nature programs, volunteers events and more

NOTE: All events are subject to change/cancellation. 
Please register in advance, so that we have accurate 
numbers and can contact you if a program is moved or 
cancelled.

12 Out & About Podcast   
Virtual Nature Program

12 Secret Life of Bats - 7:30 p.m.  
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve

14 Explore the Fox River by Kayak - 10 a.m.  
Ferson Creek Park

15 Nurtured by Nature - 9 a.m.  
Hannaford Woods Forest Preserve

18 Story Time at Creek Bend - 10 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center

19 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center  

19 Trek with a Naturalist - 6 p.m.  
Muirhead Spring Forest Preserve

22 Mighty Mosses - 10 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center  

24 Finance & Administration Committee - 2 p.m. 
Kane County Government Center 

26 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m. 
Kane County Government Center

26 Planning & Utilization Committee 
9:30 a.m. - Kane County Government 
Center

26 Guess the Preserve   
Virtual Nature Program

28 I Love Pollinators Pop-Up - 9:30 a.m.  
Paul Wolff Campground

31 Severe Weather - 9:30 a.m.  
Barbara Belding Lodge

September
26 Harvest of the Acorn Moon - 12 p.m.  

Burnidge Forest Preserve

Summer Camps

Week in the Woods Camp
 Monday, June 21 - Friday, June 25 

Johnson's Mound Forest Preserve
 Monday, July 12 - Friday, July 16  

Burnidge Forest Preserve
 Monday, July 26 - Friday, July 30  

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve

Junior Naturalist Camp
 Monday, June 28 - Friday, July 2 

Peck Farm Park
 Monday, July 19 - Friday, July 23  

Peck Farm Park
 Monday, Aug. 2 - Friday, Aug. 6  

Peck Farm Park

mailto:programs@kaneforest.com
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Forest Preserve District of Kane County
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320
Geneva, IL 60134

Don’t miss a nature program!
Subscribe to The Tree Line
If you would like to be on a permanent quarterly mailing list 
for this publication, visit http://bit.ly/ForestPreserve_Email, 
Email us at forestpreserve@kaneforest.com or call 630-232-5980

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. To 
register for programs and/or schedule school or scout field trips: 
call 630-444-3190 or email programs@kaneforest.com. Telephone 
reservations are accepted Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Payment 
Make checks payable to the Forest Preserve District of Kane County.  
Mail to:

 Creek Bend Nature Center
 LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
 37W700 Dean St.
 St. Charles, IL 60175

 
Programs are free unless otherwise indicated. Fee assistance is 
available upon request.  

Cancellations 
Please call us if you need to cancel, so that we may contact others on 
our wait list.

Special Accommodations 
Please let us know at least two weeks in advance by calling the 
program manager at 630-444-3191. Anyone who requires an auxiliary 
aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of 
policies or procedures to participate in a program, service or activity 
of the District, should contact the ADA Coordinator at Voice: 630-
444-3950 or 630-232-5980, TTY Relay: 800-526-0844, email at ada@
kaneforest.com or mail at 1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320, Geneva, IL 60134, 
as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours before the scheduled 
event.

Program Waiver and Release
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC) is committed to 
conducting its programs and activities in a safe manner and holds the 
safety of participants in high regard. The FPDKC continually strives to 
reduce risks and insists that all participants follow safety rules and 
instructions that are designed to protect the participant’s safety. All 
registrants will be asked to sign a waiver and release.

Photo Release
By registering for a program, you consent to and authorize the use of any 
photographs and other audiovisual materials for promotional purposes, 
including printed material, educational activities, exhibitions, or for any 
other use for the benefit of the District. 

Creek Bend Nature Center
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: Noon - 4 p.m. 

Social Media 

NATURE PROGRAM INFORMATION

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is committed to recycling  
and green printing methods.  This brochure is printed on recycled stock  
with soy-based ink.  When finished, please recycle this material.

www.facebook.com/forestpreserve

www.twitter.com/forestpreserve

www.instagram.com/forestpreserve

www.pinterest.com/forestpreserve

https://forestpreserve.blog

F

T

I

P

W

http://bit.ly/ForestPreserve_Email
mailto:forestpreserve@kaneforest.com
mailto:programs@kaneforest.com
mailto:ada@kaneforest.com
mailto:ada@kaneforest.com
http://www.facebook.com/forestpreserve
http://www.twitter.com/forestpreserve
http://www.instagram.com/forestpreserve
http://www.pinterest.com/forestpreserve
https://forestpreserve.blog

