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A ribbon-cutting was held at Oakhurst Forest Preserve in September in honor 
of the grand reopening. Several remodeled features include a fishing pier, boat 
ramp, accessible dock, picnic shelter with adjacent fire ring, restrooms, expanded 
parking, and a landform play area in the shape of a large salamander.   

The new shelter was dedicated to the late Officer Harold H. Carter Jr., who 
was a longtime police officer for the Forest Preserve District and the Aurora Police 
Department. “We wanted to find a way to officially remember Harold, and thought 
a brand new Forest Preserve District shelter, within Aurora — the city he served for 
many years — would be a fitting tribute,” said Forest Preserve Executive Director 
Monica Meyers. “Harold always had a big smile for everyone he met, and he had a 
huge heart. Our staff misses him everyday.” 

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County gratefully acknowledges the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) for their financial assistance 
through the Illinois Open Space Land Acquisition & Development (OSLAD) 
program. Oakhurst Forest Preserve is located at 1680 Fifth Ave., Aurora.
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The Forest Preserve District 
of Kane County was formed 
June 8, 1925.

Our mission is to acquire, hold 
and maintain lands within 
Kane County that contribute 
to the preservation of natural 
and historic resources, 

habitats, flora and fauna; and to restore, restock protect and 
preserve such lands for the education, recreation and pleasure 
of all Kane County citizens.

The District is governed by the Forest Preserve Commission. 
Kane County Board members serve as the Forest Preserve 
Commission. They are: 

Christopher W. Kious, President, District 23
Mavis Bates, President Pro Tem, District 4
Myrna Molina, Secretary, District 1
Drew Frasz, Treasurer, District 18
Dale Berman, District 2 
Anita Marie Lewis, District 3 
Bill Lenert, District 5 
Ron Ford, District 6 
Monica Silva, District 7 
Michelle Gumz, District 8
Tom Koppie, District 9 
David Brown, District 10
John Martin, District 11 
Ken Shepro, District 12
Todd Wallace, District 13
Mark Davoust, District 14
Barbara Wojnicki, District 15
Mike Kenyon, District 16
Deborah Allan, District 17 
Mohammad Iqbal, District 19
Cheryl Fritz Strathmann, District 20
Cliff Surges, District 21 
Vern Tepe, District 22 
Jarett Sanchez, District 24

The TreeLine is published quarterly by the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County.  Issues are mailed or emailed to all 
subscribers, based on their preference. To subscribe to the 
print or electronic edition (or both), call 630-232-5980 or 
email forestpreserve@kaneforest.com and request your free 
subscription to The TreeLine.

Monica Meyers
Executive Director

Laurie Metanchuk
Director of Community Affairs

Brittany Kovach
Communications & Marketing Coordinator

Barb McKittrick
Environmental Education Manager

Forest Preserve District of Kane County
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320
Geneva, Illinois 60134

Phone:  630-232-5980
Email:  forestpreserve@kaneforest.com
Web:  www.kaneforest.com
Social: @forestpreserve

Cover Photo
Naturalist Josh Libman photographs a frosty marsh on a brisk 
winter day at Binnie Forest Preserve in West Dundee. 

A New Look for Oakhurst Forest Preserve

Photos by Communications & Marketing Coordinator Brittany Kovach
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Sadie Dainko, Wildlife Technician

For centuries, humans and wildlife 
have relied on the passing 
down of information from one 

generation to another, in order to 
survive unpredictable times, seasonal 
changes and harsh conditions. Most 
wildlife species today still maintain 
the passing on of survival techniques 
to ensure a future for their population. 
Trace it back far 
enough, and all 
humans have 
ancestors that 
persisted because 
of generational 
knowledge. 
These traditional 
techniques included 
teaching young 
where to find food, 
how to hunt, identify 
edible berries and 
plants, and how to 
locate migratory 
routes that are key to survival. 

Most of us reading The TreeLine 
today might not require this same type 
of knowledge for our own survival. 
Survival looks very different to us 
than it did centuries ago — especially 
amidst a global pandemic. However, we 
haven’t lost the need to survive and to 
teach our young. In fact, by observing 
the behaviors of wildlife, we might be 
surprised at how similarly we still live 
our lives compared to those relatives 
and species around us. 

A recurring example during the 
winter months is the need to commune 
and socialize. As many of us gather 
with close friends and family to share 
meals, Canada Geese gather in their 
family units throughout their south-
bound flight to wintering grounds. 
As we share meals with one another, 
geese stop-over large swaths of corn 
stubble to forage with their young, 
fueling their journey. Many people 
travel with their families to celebrate 

 Humans and wildlife share winter survival skills
annual traditions year after year, 
knowing they’ve arrived when they 
recognize street names and landmarks. 
Meanwhile, geese travel well-known 
routes taught to them by their parents, 
stopping at the same sites year after 
year. They know they’ve arrived when 
they locate huge gatherings of species 
akin to them. As our young observe 
and practice our own traditions, 
juvenile geese follow their parents’ 

migratory paths, and learn where to 
locate food sources and important 
landmarks that are critical to survival.

Some of us spend the winter 
months with different traditions and 
“survival” methods. Many hunker 
down, trying our best to stay warm 
and to keep the chaos of the holidays 
at a distance. We might stockpile 
firewood or canned foods, and do our 
best to avoid the crowds and icy roads. 
Beavers prepare all summer and fall 
for the winter. They redesign entire 
water systems to provide food storages 
and sturdy homes, and allow for their 
availability throughout the winter.

There are those who manage 
to keep busy despite freezing 
temperatures. Like the neighbor who 
shovels the sidewalks before dawn, 
River Otters simply swim and slide 
across icy waterways to maintain 
business like usual. Meanwhile, most 
other wild (and human) species slow 
their movements during this time of 

year. With the loss of daylight and 
drop in temperatures, many of us 
find it difficult to stay energized and 
motivated. Snakes and reptiles retreat 
to their favorite shelters, as the frost 
settles in. They lower their metabolism 
during this time, eliminating the need 
to search for food or move around at 
all. This keeps them energy efficient 
and protected against harsh climates. 

Although many people today can 
evade the worst of harsh weather 
with innovations like thermostats and 
remote-starting vehicles, the quick 
dash between house and car in pouring 
or freezing sleet reminds us that we, 
like our animal friends, are truly 
beholden to the natural climate. There 
is humility and beauty in this. Despite 
technological advances, the natural 
world maintains a powerful force over 
all living beings. It's a reminder to 
respect the natural world and look for 
the lessons provided by the plants and 
animals around us. This knowledge 
may very well be what helps us and 
our younger generations survive, and 
maybe even thrive, in the future. 
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Upcoming Winter Wildlife 
Programs for all-ages

Winter Bird Watching
Thursday, Dec. 9
9 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Les Arends Forest Preserve
2S731 Rte. 31, Batavia
FREE

Winter Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, Jan. 16
10 a.m. - 11 a.m.

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Birding in the Winter 
Rivershore
Sunday, Feb. 6

10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Fox River Shores Forest Preserve
701 N. Williams Rd., Carpentersville
FREE

9

16

6
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Special Occasions. Uniquely Yours.

CREEK BEND NATURE CENTER

Located within beautiful LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve, 
this gorgeous venue will take your event to the next level.

We provide the facility and grounds. You provide the 
special touches that make the event uniquely yours.

Tour Creek Bend Nature Center on 
Wednesday evenings, from 3-7 p.m.

For more information, call 630-444-3064 or 
email events@kaneforest.com. 

Find us on social media @creekbendevents

Creek Bend Nature Center is located at 
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles.
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A winter wonderland awaits in your Kane County forest preserves
All-Ages Programs

All ages are welcome to attend 
these programs unless 
otherwise specified.  Children 

must be accompanied by an adult.  
Organized groups must schedule a 
separate tour. Advance registration 
is required for all nature programs, 
unless otherwise specified.  
To register, call 630-444-3190 or  
email programs@kaneforest.com.

Winter Bird Watching
Enjoy the changing seasons 

as we hike, look, and listen for the 
birds inhabiting our forest preserves, 
this winter. Forest Preserve District 
naturalists will cover basic bird 
identification skills and tell a few 
interesting stories along the way.

Thursday, Dec. 9; 9 - 10 a.m.
Les Arends Forest Preserve
2S731 Rte. 31, Batavia
FREE

Hike through History
Our local forest preserves are full 

of history, both cultural and ecological. 
We'll discover a small piece of Kane 
County's past during this naturalist-
led hike through the land that is now     
Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve.

Saturday, Dec. 18; 10 - 11 a.m.
Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve
35W003 Rte. 31, South Elgin
FREE

Winter Solstice Celebration
Embrace the seasons and 

celebrate the arrival of winter! We’ll 
ramble through the woodlands and 
prairies of the wintertime preserve, 
and discuss the natural and cultural 
significance of the Solstice. Then, we’ll 
gather round a roaring campfire to 
hear the story of the traditional Yule 
log. Dress for winter weather.

Tuesday, Dec. 21; 4 - 5 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

New Year's Joy Hike
Welcome the new year with joy 

and gratitude for all that nature has to 
offer. During our brisk hike we’ll listen 
for seasonal birds, look for wildlife 
tracks, and enjoy trailside company. 
Afterwards, we’ll head indoors for a 
mug of hot cocoa or warming coffee. 
Bring the whole family!

Saturday, Jan. 1; 9 - 10 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Snowshoe Adventure
Don't let a little snow stop you 

from getting out and enjoying nature! 
Snowshoeing is fun and easy and is 
the perfect way to explore our forest 
preserves in the winter. If you've 
never snowshoed, join us to learn the 
basic skills needed to be comfortable 
and competent. After mastering skills 

like stride length, heel-toe step, and 
climbing over obstacles, we’ll hit 
the trail for a naturalist-guided hike 
through the winter wonderland. Attend 
one or all four sessions! Fees will be 
collected at the program, with payment 
by cash or check required, and include 
equipment rental, skills training, and 
guided hiking. We require registration 
and shoe size at least one week prior to 
the program. This program is for ages 8 
and above.

Thursday, Jan. 6; 1 - 3 p.m.
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
40W095 Freeman Rd., St. Charles 
Fee: $25/person

Sunday, Jan. 23; 9 - 11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $25/person

Friday, Feb. 11; 1 - 3 p.m.
Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve
9N420 Crawford Rd., Elgin
Fee: $25/person

Saturday, Feb. 19; 9 - 11 a.m.
Burnidge Forest Preserve
14N035 Coombs Rd., Elgin
Fee: $25/person
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Winter Scavenger Hunt
Bring the whole family for 

a scavenger hunt in the winter 
woodlands! Forest Preserve District 
naturalists will lead the search for 
nature’s hidden “treasures.” From 
mouse tracks to maple seeds to glacial 
rocks, there will be plenty of clues 
to discover! We’ll end our time with 
a cozy fireside search in the Durant 
House Museum, seeking out evidence 
of human activity. All ages are welcome; 
children must be accompanied by an 
adult. 

Sunday, Jan. 16; 10 - 11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Birding the Winter Rivershore
Learn how to identify some of the 

birds that brave Kane County during 
the harsh winter months. A Forest 
Preserve District naturalist will share 
interesting facts and folklore as we 
watch for birds along the shore of the 
Fox River. 

Sunday, Feb. 6; 10 - 11 a.m.
Fox River Shores Forest Preserve
701 N. Williams Rd., Carpentersville
FREE

n n n

Youth Programs  

Little Saplings
In this monthly program geared 

for 3-5 year olds, we’ll explore the 
natural world through a variety of 
activities specific to the theme of the 
month. Sessions include a combination 
of stories, nature hikes, songs, games, 
and/or crafts. A parent or caregiver 
must accompany child.

Winter Wings
Thursday, Dec. 16; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Fuzzy Mammals
Thursday, Jan. 20; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Valentines for Wildlife
Thursday, Feb. 17; 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean Street, St. Charles
Fee: $5/child

Stories at Creek Bend 
Nature Center

Join a librarian from the              
St. Charles Public Library for read-
aloud stories, finger plays, songs, and 
more during this fun program for 
children from infancy through age 5. 
Stay and enjoy the interactive exhibits 
in the Nature Center following the 
program, and grab a take-home craft 

to continue the fun at your own house. 
For the grand finale of your storytime 
experience, head out to a nearby LeRoy 
Oakes Forest Preserve trail to read a 
second book on the StoryWalk®! No 
registration required. 

Wednesday, Dec. 8; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Wednesday, Jan. 12; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Wednesday, Feb. 9; 10:30 - 11 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

n n n

Register for “Little Saplings,” a monthly program for children ages 3-5. We’ll focus on a different theme 
each month, with a variety of activities. 
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40W095 Freeman Rd., Gilberts
FREE

Thursday, Feb. 3; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Paul Wolff Campground
38W235 Big Timber Rd., Elgin
FREE

Nurtured by Nature
Experience the healing effects 

of nature. Studies show that time 
outdoors can relieve stress, boost your 
immune system, improve sleep and 
contribute to overall good health. We’ll 
incorporate gentle stretching, deep 
breathing and focus on awareness 
during these hikes to nurture the 
mind, body and spirit. This program is 
for ages 18 and above. 

Sunday, Dec. 5; 10 - 11 a.m.
Pingree Grove Forest Preserve
14N187 Rte. 20, Pingree Grove
FREE

Sunday, Jan. 30; 10 - 11 a.m.
Dick Young Forest Preserve
39W115 Main St., Batavia
FREE

Sunday, Feb. 27; 10 - 11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

n n n

Adult Programs

Trek with a Naturalist
Winter is a wonderful time for 

an invigorating hike. This monthly 
program is designed for those who 
like active hiking — all year long. We 
visit different preserves each month. 
A Forest Preserve District naturalist 
will stop occasionally to interpret the 
ecology of the preserve as we walk, but 
the main goal is to cover ground! This 
program is for ages 18 and above. 

Saturday, Dec. 4; 9 - 11 a.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Saturday, Jan. 29; 9 - 11 a.m.
Fox River Shores Forest Preserve
701 N. Williams Rd., Carpentersville
FREE

Thursday, Feb. 24; 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve
9N420 Crawford Rd., Elgin
FREE

Senior Stroll
Seniors are invited to explore a 

different preserve each month and 
learn about the natural and cultural 

history surrounding the land. For 
December and February outings, 
dress for the weather — these outdoor 
programs celebrate the change in 
seasonal surroundings! They will 
include a pleasant ramble lasting about 
an hour, followed by refreshments and 
social time in the shelter. The January 
program will move indoors for a 
travelogue presentation. No registration 
is required. 

Thursday, Dec. 2; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
FREE

Senior Stroll: Colorado: From 
Canyon Depths to Sand Dune 
Mountains

 Colorado's four National 
Parks are wonderfully diverse and 
awe inspiring. Most folks are familiar 
with Rocky Mountain and Mesa Verde 
National Parks, but Environmental 
Education Manager Barb McKittrick 
will take us on a tour of the lesser 
known (and equally exciting) Great 
Sand Dunes and Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison National Parks, with 
highlights from her recent trip.

Thursday, Jan. 6; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
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School Field Trips and Traveling Naturalist Programs

The professional educators of the Forest Preserve District of Kane County can help your students enjoy the healthy 
benefits of learning in nature. In-person field trips at the forest preserve of your choice are free for Kane County 
public schools. We also offer video-based virtual field trips and in-school Traveling Naturalist visits if you’d prefer to 

bring nature into your classroom. 
Field trip and Traveling Naturalist programs are all aligned to Common Core and Next Generation Science Standards. 

Our naturalists look forward to collaborating with you! v

Save-the-date

Maple Sugaring Days tentatively set for March 5-6, 2022
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Celebrate spring with the Forest Preserve District! Naturalists will teach you how to tap a maple tree and you can 
try your hand at drilling and setting a tap. Watch sap simmer over an open fire as it thickens to syrup. Join us on 
a Sugarin’ Time hike to learn how to distinguish maples from other trees. Sample pure, local syrup, which will 

also be available for purchase. And, check-out the interactive exhibits inside Creek Bend Nature Center. 
Creek Bend Nature Center is located at 37W700 Dean St., St. Charles. For more information, call 630-444-3190 or 

email programs@kaneforest.com. v
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Learn from 
the Experts 
Programs

These adult classes about 
local ecology are taught 
by experts in the field. 

This award-winning program 
series is co-sponsored by the 
Forest Preserve District of Kane 
County, the St. Charles Park 
District, and the Geneva Park 
District. These programs are for 
ages 18 and above. Call 630-
444-3190 or email programs@
kaneforest.com to register.

Hot Tent Winter Camping:
Skills and Gear Needed to 
Enjoy Winter in Warmth 
and Style!

Do you love winter but hate 
feeling cold? Do you wonder 
what the term “hot tent” means? 
Learn the answers to these 
questions and about the gear 
and skills needed to enjoy 
your next camping adventure 
in a winter wonderland. 
Our instructor will cover the 
essentials of camping with 
a packable wood stove. He’ll 
provide advice for choosing the 
right camping location and picking the 
gear that fits your needs and budget, 
plus share tips on clothing options, 
food preparation and more! 

Saturday, Jan. 8; 9 - 11 a.m.
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
40W095 Freeman Rd., Gilberts
Fee: $10/person

Winter Wildlife Tracking
Our wildlife neighbors may be shy 

about showing themselves, but they 
certainly do not shy away from leaving 
evidence of their presence. Tracks, 
trail patterns, scat and other signs 
abound, and are particularly easy to 
find during the cold-weather months. 
We’ll begin indoors, with an overview 

of local fauna and tracking techniques, 
then head outdoors to practice what 
we've learned. You’ll never look at 
‘bare’ ground the same again. 

Saturday, Jan. 15; 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

Winter Tree Identification
Learn how to identify trees 

without leaves. There will be an 
introduction indoors, followed by a 
hike in the woods. We’ll examine bark, 
branches, twigs, leaf scars and buds 
and use these for identification.

Sunday, Jan. 23; 9:30 - 11 a.m.

Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles
Fee: $10/person

May T. Watts and the Origins        
of the Illinois Prairie Path

May Theilgaard Watts was a 
beloved naturalist at Chicago’s Morton 
Arboretum. Her grassroots campaign 
established the Illinois Prairie Path 
over three years. William Barnett, 
a professor of history at North 
Central College, will explore how 
May Watts represented a distinctly 
Midwestern set of ideas, linking 
earlier conservationists and 1960s 
environmentalism with a strong focus 
on nature study and a deep concern 

Learn how to camp in the wintertime during our “Hot Tent Winter Camping” program on Saturday, Jan. 8, from 9-11 
a.m. We'll share tips and give advice on gear and skills needed to enjoy camping in a winter wonderland.  This 
program is a “Learn from the Experts” class. To register, call 630-444-3190 or email programs@kaneforest.com.
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about suburban sprawl and the loss of 
farms and prairies.

Tuesday, Feb. 15; 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Creek Bend Nature Center
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
37W700 Dean St., St. Charles 
Fee: $10/person

n n n

Virtual Programs

Summer will be here before you know it!

Save the Date: Summer Camp 2022
Make plans now for your child to spend a week in the woodlands, prairies, 
and wetlands of Kane County. 

More information on camp times, themes and locations will be available in 
March 2022.

Monday, June 13   -   Friday, June 18
Monday, June 20  -   Friday, June 24
Monday, June 27  -   Friday, July 1
Monday, July 11     -   Friday, July 16
Monday, July 18    -   Friday, July 22
Monday, July 25   -   Friday, July 29 
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Wildlife Crafting 
Follow along and make a winter 

themed craft for you or your loved ones 
during this holiday season video.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Dec. 23
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve

FREE

Conifer 
Concoctions 

During the 
winter months, we 
often see picturesque 
evergreens with their 
dark leaves shrouded 
in snow, but did you 
know that some 
conebearing trees are 
actually edible? You’re 

invited to learn about the many flavors 
of our beloved regional conifers.

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Jan. 27
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE

Animal Tracks & Trails  
Tune in to learn about the various 

types of animal signs you can discover 
while exploring Kane County trails 
and natural areas. A Forest Preserve 
District naturalist will teach you how 
to identify animal tracks, and to hone 
your observational skills in order to 
recognize the subtle clues that animals 
leave behind. 

Released via our social media pages on 
Thursday, Feb. 24
• Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
 forestpreserve
• Instagram: https://www.instagram.  
 com/forestpreserve
• YouTube: http://bit.ly/youtube_  
 forestpreserve
FREE
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December
2 Executive Committee - 8:30 a.m. 

Forest Preserve District Headquarters
2 Senior Stroll Holiday Party - 10 a.m.  

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve 
4 Trek with a Naturalist - 9 a.m.  

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve 
5 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m.  

Pingree Grove Forest Preserve
8 Stories at Creek Bend Nature Center - 

10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center 
9 Winter Bird Watching - 9 a.m.  

Les Arends Forest Preserve 
14 Forest Preserve Commission - 9 a.m. 

Kane County Government Center
14 Finance & Administration Committee -  

2 p.m. - Forest Preserve District 
Headquarters

16 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center 

17 Land Acquisition Committee - 8:30 a.m. 
Forest Preserve District Headquarters

17 Planning & Utilization Committee - 9 a.m.  
Forest Preserve District Headquarters

18 Hike through History - 10 a.m.  
Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve 

21 Winter Solstice Celebration - 4 p.m.  
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve

23 Wildlife Crafting   
Virtual Program

January
1 New Year’s Joy Hike - 9 a.m. 

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve 
6 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m.  

Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls 
6 Snowshoe Adventure - 1 p.m. 

Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
8 Hot Tent Winter Camping - 9 a.m.  

Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls
12 Stories at Creek Bend Nature Center - 

10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center 
15 Winter Wildlife Tracking - 10 a.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center 
16 Winter Scavenger Hunt - 10 a.m.  

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
20 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center 
23 Snowshoe Adventure - 9 a.m. 

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
23 Winter Tree Identification - 9:30 a.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center 
27 Conifer Concoctions   

Virtual Program 
29 Trek with a Naturalist - 9 a.m.  

Fox River Shores Forest Preserve 
30 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m.  

Dick Young Forest Preserve 

Forest Preserve District Calendar at a Glance

Meetings, nature programs, volunteers events and more

NOTE: All events are subject to change/cancelation. Please 
register in advance, so that we have accurate numbers 
and can contact you if a program is moved or canceled.

February
3 Senior Stroll - 10 a.m. 

Paul Wolff Campground 
6 Birding in the Winter Rivershore - 10 a.m. 

Fox River Shores Forest Preserve
9 Stories at Creek Bend Nature Center - 

10:30 a.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center  
11 Snowshoe Adventure - 1 p.m. 

Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve
15 May T. Watts, the Morton Arboretum & 

the Origins of the Illinois Prairie Path - 
6:30 p.m. - Creek Bend Nature Center

17 Little Saplings - 9:30 a.m.  
Creek Bend Nature Center 

19 Snowshoe Adventure - 9 a.m. 
Burnidge Forest Preserve 

24 Animal Tracks & Trails   
Virtual Program

24 Trek with a Naturalist - 3:30 p.m.  
Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve 

27 Nurtured by Nature - 10 a.m.  
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve 

March
5 Maple Sugaring Days - 12 p.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center
6 Maple Sugaring Days - 12 p.m.  

Creek Bend Nature Center 

Are you fascinated by fungi? Do you like to walk in 
the woods? If so, we have a citizen science project 
just for you – becoming a Fungus Monitor in a 
Kane County forest preserve of your choice. No 
experience is needed, 
just a desire to learn, 
observe and collect/
report data. 

If this sounds fun 
and rewarding, save 
the date for the first 
monitor training: 
Saturday, March 12; 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. at Creek 
Bend Nature Center. 

Calling all mushroom enthusiasts!
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Photo by Environmental Education Manager 
Barb McKittrick
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Forest Preserve District of Kane County
1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320
Geneva, IL 60134

Don’t miss a nature program!
Subscribe to The TreeLine
If you would like to be on a permanent quarterly mailing list 
for this publication, visit http://bit.ly/ForestPreserve_Email, 
Email us at forestpreserve@kaneforest.com or call 630-232-5980

Registration is required for all programs unless otherwise noted. To 
register for programs and/or schedule school or scout field trips: 
call 630-444-3190 or email programs@kaneforest.com. Telephone 
reservations are accepted Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Payment 
Make checks payable to the Forest Preserve District of Kane County.  
Mail to:

 Creek Bend Nature Center
 LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
 37W700 Dean St.
 St. Charles, IL 60175

 
Programs are free unless otherwise indicated. Fee assistance is 
available upon request.  

Cancellations 
Please call us if you need to cancel, so that we may contact others on 
our wait list.

Special Accommodations 
Please let us know at least two weeks in advance by calling the 
program manager at 630-444-3191. Anyone who requires an auxiliary 
aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of 
policies or procedures to participate in a program, service or activity 
of the District, should contact the ADA Coordinator at Voice: 630-
444-3950 or 630-232-5980, TTY Relay: 800-526-0844, email at ada@
kaneforest.com or mail at 1996 S. Kirk Rd., Ste. 320, Geneva, IL 60134, 
as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours before the scheduled 
event.

Program Waiver and Release
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC) is committed to 
conducting its programs and activities in a safe manner and holds the 
safety of participants in high regard. The FPDKC continually strives to 
reduce risks and insists that all participants follow safety rules and 
instructions that are designed to protect the participant’s safety. All 
registrants will be asked to sign a waiver and release.

Photo Release
By registering for a program, you consent to and authorize the use of any 
photographs and other audiovisual materials for promotional purposes, 
including printed material, educational activities, exhibitions, or for any 
other use for the benefit of the District. 

Creek Bend Nature Center
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: Noon - 4 p.m. 

Social Media 

NATURE PROGRAM INFORMATION

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is committed to recycling  
and green printing methods.  This brochure is printed on recycled stock  
with soy-based ink.  When finished, please recycle this material.

www.facebook.com/forestpreserve

www.twitter.com/forestpreserve

www.instagram.com/forestpreserve

www.pinterest.com/forestpreserve

https://forestpreserve.blog
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