
2015 CO M P R E H E N S I V E  M A S T E R  P L A N 19

CHAPTER 3 — EXISTING CONDITIONS
The District’s forest preserves, facilities and natural areas have taken many years to acquire and develop, and are 
a large part of Kane County’s culture. The rapid development growth that the County experienced over previous 
years has led to strong support for the District. By voicing this support via four referenda, protections were put 
in place to maintain the character and quality of life here. Forest preserves contribute to the overall livability 
and quality of life valued by Kane County’s residents, workers and visitors. This chapter summarizes and 
provides an inventory of the existing forest preserves, facilities and resources available to Kane County residents. 
Additionally, this overview was developed to gain a better understanding of open space and its function, as the 
District continues to define the characteristics of our forest preserve system and the physical attributes that 
define Kane County. 

Purposes of Open Space

In its broadest sense, the term “open space” includes land for conservation, protection, preservation, recreation 
and education. Open space should never be considered synonymous with vacant or unused land because open 
space does not lay idle. While vacant or unused land has the potential to be open space, it is not designated 
as such until a decision has been made to purchase or regulate these lands, and only if these lands are able to 
perform open-space functions as designated by the Forest Preserve Act.

Open space serves an important role in land classification and in planning how land is to be used. Open space 
is classified according to its purpose or use. For this study, we will classify open space into these four primary 
purposes:

Preservation/Protection

Conservation of open space guards and maintains natural processes and protects unique or fragile areas. 
Preservation elements are identified and defined by their physiography, geologic, vegetative, hydrological or 
biologic characteristics. The designation of areas as conservation open space does not depend upon demand — as 
in the case for the provision of most recreation open space or for defining urban development — but rather for 
the uniqueness of natural resources. Open space for preservation encompasses objectives such as protection of:

• Water bodies and water courses
• Groundwater recharge areas
• Erodible slopes
• Forests
• Flood water control
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• Woodlands
• Soils having severe limitations for development
• Unique or endangered vegetation and wildlife habitat
• Areas of unique historic and architectural merit

Protection, however, does not mean total prohibition of use. Such land may be used for a variety of recreation 
activities such as hiking, bird-watching, nature study and education, as long as that usage will neither cause 
deterioration nor interfere with the capacity to perform the protective function.

Recreation / Education

Although the District’s main focus is on passive recreation, open-space land used for active recreation covers a 
multitude of facility types and activities, ranging from neighborhood parks to larger, regional forest preserves 
and state parks.  Recreation open space may be used for either passive or active recreational activities.  Recreation 
open space may be either publicly owned or privately owned.  The type of recreation associated with the District 
will be further classified as purpose and objectives are defined.

Define Community

The use of open space areas to define the pattern of urban development is the function that has been least 
recognized. This is not a primary responsibility of the District and will not be given extensive consideration as 
such;  however, as all open space functions can and do overlap one another, the lands designated for conservation, 
preservation and recreation may also be determined by city and regional planning agencies to have value as the 
following functions:

• Open space can promote the formation of distinct cohesive neighborhoods.
• Open space can define the boundaries of neighborhoods, thus giving a sense of community identity.
• Open space can provide relief from extensive urbanization by preserving elements of the natural environment.

Restoration

The restoration of open space restores reinvigorates natural processes. These processes protect the environment 
and restore unique and fragile areas once associated with the geography of Kane County. Restoration is planned 
based on the following uses:

• Active Areas:  These areas have the lowest ecological value. The majority of recreational development 
will be planned here. Areas may be restored to improve the environmental quality.

• Passive Areas: These areas have medium environmental quality. They include passive recreational 
activities, trails and nature-study areas. Restoration will involve more intense operations, like control of 
non-native species and use of prescribed burns. Common amenities include bike trails, foot trails and 
equestrian trails.

• Accessible/Educational Preservation Areas:  These areas have the highest environmental quality. 
Facility improvements are limited to foot trails. Areas have a high potential for preservation and will be 
managed with prescribed burns and removal of non-native species to improve the natural environment. 
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Amenities include trail corridors, greenways, water-protection areas, foot trails, interpretive signage and 
outdoor educational opportunities.

 
• Preservation Areas/District Nature Preserves: These areas are the highest-valued environmental sites 

that are to be preserved. Facility improvements will be limited to footpaths and temporary fire breaks. 
Management will consist of prescribed burns, removal of non-native species, and reintroduction of 
plants through seeding. All of these are implemented to improve the ecological, structure, function and 
biological diversity of the preserves. Uses will consist of research, education and nature appreciation. 
Interpretive and regulatory signage will be allowed.

• State Nature Preserves: These are Illinois’ highest-valued and irreplaceable natural areas. These sites and 
the surrounding land necessary for their protection will be maintained as nearly as possible in their natural 
condition. The use of these sites will be limited to activities that are consistent with its continued preservation, 
without impairment or disturbance to the site. Management will be consistent with the District’s Natural 
Resources annual management plan, submitted as part of the Illinois Nature Preserve application process. 
The Forest Preserve District of Kane County is fortunate to have Illinois Nature Preserve areas within the 
following preserves:

 - Almon Underwood Prairie Forest Preserve
 - Bliss Woods Forest Preserve
 - Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve
 - Dick Young Forest Preserve
 - Fox River Forested Fen Forest Preserve
 - Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve
 - Helm Woods Forest Preserve
 - Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve
 - LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve
 - Meissner Corron Forest Preserve
 - Sleepy Hollow Ravine

Forest Preserve Classifications

Because land designated as open space is viewed as a distinct land use in itself, and serves a variety of vital land-use 
functions, it is typically designated as one category in land-use mapping. For the purpose of this Comprehensive 
Master Plan, the following classifications will be used to further define Kane County forest preserves:

• Urban Preserve: Areas of natural or ornamental quality for outdoor recreation, such as walking, viewing, 
sitting, picnicking, fishing, trail uses and play areas. The focus of this classification is on preserving 
unique landscapes and open space. 

• Regional Preserve: Areas of natural quality for nature-oriented outdoor recreation, such as to view and 
study nature, wildlife habitat, conservation, picnicking, hiking, fishing, camping, trail uses and active 
areas. Generally, 90 percent of the land is reserved for conservation and natural resource management, 
with less than 10 percent used for recreation development.

• Preservation Areas: Lands set aside for the protection and management of significant natural resources, 
remnant landscapes, open space, visual aesthetics and buffering.
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• Greenways: These areas effectively tie preserve system components together to form a continuous open-
space environment that will protect, preserve and emphasize harmony with the natural environment. 

• Pathways: These are multi-purpose trails located within greenways and preserves that emphasize the 
enjoyment of open space by hikers, bikers, horseback riders, etc., as well as safe travel for pedestrians to 
and from preserves and community destinations. This classification focus is as much on transportation as 
it is on recreation.

• Special Use: These areas for specialized or single-purpose recreational activities, such as golf courses, nature 
centers, conservatories, arboreta, display gardens, arenas, outdoor theaters, downhill ski areas, or areas that 
preserve, maintain and interpret building sites and objects of archeological or historical significance. 

District Facilities

The District currently has four rental facilities and 40 picnic shelters that are available for rental.  Typically, 
buildings and similar facilities are the most costly elements of the preserve system to operate.  They require 
cleaning, utilities, security, general maintenance, capital repairs and staff to deliver the programs or administer 
the rentals.  The priority of the facility operation should be on quality not quantity. It is important that the users 
receive a quality experience when renting a facility.  Facilities should be scheduled for routine maintenance. 
Yearly funding should be secured to maintain the facility in good condition.  Upgrades should be scheduled 
to keep-up with changing trends, regulations and improvements that will lower operating costs.   
The following are facilities available for rental by the public:
 

Creek Bend Nature Center at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve

Creek Bend 
Nature Center is 
our newest facility. 
This 10,000 
square-foot 
building houses 
our nature center 
exhibits, naturalist 
staff offices, 
and includes space that is available 
for special events, such as weddings, 
showers and other celebrations. Often 
times, renters will erect a tent behind 
the Nature Center, in conjunction 
with their rental. This facility has been 
popular since its opening in 2013. 
The District will continue to heavily 
promote this facility to increase rentals.
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Barbara Belding Lodge at Brewster 
Creek Forest Preserve

Brewster Creek Forest Preserve, the site of 
the former YWCA camp Tu-Endie-Wei, is a 
heavily wooded,  
27 acre-site located in St. Charles.  The 
preserve is home to a portion of the 
headwaters of Brewster Creek and its 
Greenway.  The property was acquired in 2008. The site and the main lodge underwent an extensive renovation 
in 2009.  The District removed the majority of the cabins and renovated the main lodge to make it available 
for public programs and rentals.  The lodge has multiple meeting rooms.  The District will continue to plan 
upgrades to the site to accommodate the needs of the users.  
 

Tomo Lodge at Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls

Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls is one of our busiest youth camps and is home to the Tomo Lodge. The site 
provides visitors with vistas of rolling 
hills of oak-hickory woodlands, 
wetlands and open meadows. Located 
in the north-central part of the County, 
Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls is part 
of the Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest 
Preserve complex. Purchased from the 
Boy Scouts of America in 2007, the 
camp was originally opened to host 
youth group camping with the long-term goals of opening the lodge up to other users. In 2012, the youth camp 
was expanded from six sites to 13, and two parking lots were constructed to separate the youth camping from the 
lodge, allowing the lodge to be rented separately from the youth camp.  Planned accessibility improvements to 
the facility include threshold leveling, restroom renovations and barrier removal/corrections.

Cabin at Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve

The Johnson’s Mound Cabin, built in 1940, is our oldest rental facility, set at 
the foot of the kame, the gravely hill rising over 50 feet above the surrounding 
landscape at Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve. The kame is known County-wide 
as a prominent feature located in the central part of Kane County. The cabin 
is predominately rented by scouts for overnight camps. It is a one-room cabin 
with a kitchen and bathroom to accommodate users. The District is planning 
upgrades based on the accessibility audit completed in 2012 and the buildings 
evaluation completed in 2015.
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Picnic Shelters

The District has 56 shelters available for the public to rent. The shelters are 
located in various preserves across the County, and vary in size to accommodate 
different needs. All of the District’s shelters are in good condition. The structures 
have also been audited for accessibility, and a plan has been approved to complete 
necessary upgrades. The District will complete a condition assessment on each 
shelter, develop a capital-asset maintenance program and implement the 
maintenance program to ensure the shelters are kept in good repair throughout their useful life. 

Specialty Recreation Facilities

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County has a number of special facilities that are operated by management 
companies through long-term agreements, including:

• Fifth Third Bank Ballpark, formerly Philip B. Elfstrom Stadium, home of the Kane County Cougars, 
currently an Arizona Diamondbacks affiliate

• Settler’s Hill Golf Course
• Hughes Creek Golf Club
• Deer Valley Golf Course
• Strikers Soccer Facility
• Fox Valley Ice Arena, a two-sheet ice rink and also home to the District’s administrative headquarters
• Raging Buffalo Snowboard Park

Campgrounds

The District manages several public and youth-group campgrounds throughout Kane County. We have two 
public campgrounds:

• Big Rock Campground: Opened in 2013, Big Rock Campground was a project in the making since 
the closing of Bliss Woods Campground in 2004. It took several years to search for and settle upon 
an appropriate site for a new campground that would provide adequate space and acreage without 
disrupting existing plans for habitat restoration or intrude on neighbors. In 2008, the District purchased 
property adjacent to Big Rock Forest Preserve specifically for the campground. After receiving several 
grants for the acquisition and development, construction began in 2012. Big Rock Campground 
includes 96 improved camp sites with 50-amp electrical service, water access, parking pad and fire ring. 
Improved camp sites are available to either vehicles or tent campers. Each improved site is capable of 
handling a 50-foot motorhome. There are also four equestrian sites, nine primitive sites for tent-only 
camping, and eight ADA-accessible sites that are available upon request. Primitive sites do not have 
electric service and are available, weather permitting. The campground has various amenities, including 
miles of trails and lakes for fishing. Big Rock Campground is adjacent to Deer Valley Golf Course.  

• Paul Wolff Campground: Located within Burnidge Forest Preserve is Paul Wolff Campground. A 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Grant, awarded in 2008, provided the District with additional 
funding for an expansion of the campground and trail system. Paul Wolff Campground now contains  
88 improved camp sites each with 50-amp electrical service, water access, parking pad and fire ring. Five 
ADA-accessible camp sites are available upon request.  There are also five equestrian sites which allow 
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for larger vehicles and trailer parking. There are 10 primitive, wooded sites for tent camping only, away 
from the main camping area. 

The youth campground concept was established in our previous Master Plan, in an effort to make camping for 
youth groups more efficient within the forest preserves. Making sure there was adequate space and amenities for 
youth programs, the District developed a plan to provide a series of locations throughout the County where the 
Operations & Maintenance department could maintain and keep basic amenities available for the groups to use, 
such as restrooms, firewood and water. Currently, we have three youth camping areas established:

• Camp Tomo Chi-Chi Knolls: This campground was opened in 2008 after its purchase from the Boy 
Scouts of America. The initial opening included six campsites that would accommodate 25 campers per 
site, and a group activity area. In 2012, following increased popularity of the site, the District expanded 
the number of camp sites to 12 and increased parking areas to accommodate the added use.

• LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve: For years, LeRoy Oakes has been a popular place for youth groups to 
camp and hold events. However, in order to have events or schedule camps, users had to reserve the 
shelters, which in turn made them unusable by the public. In an effort to accommodate more users and 
a variety of activities, the District formally designated an area for youth camping and provided four sites 
specifically for youth camping. This allowed general use of the preserve by the public, shelters for picnics 
and other events, and a separate youth camping area. 

• Johnson’s Mound Cabin: This one-room cabin is the District’s oldest rental facility. Predominately 
rented by scouts for overnight camps, the cabin contains a kitchen and bathroom. Scouts and youth 
groups regularly reserve the cabin and camp overnight in and around the facility at Johnson’s Mound 
Forest Preserve.

Trail Network

The Forest Preserve District and its partners have developed an extensive trail network throughout Kane County, 
which includes over 200 miles of trails, both regional and internal. The Forest Preserve District continues to 
work on the forefront regarding bike trails and alternative routes of transportation. The trails receive a wide 
variety of use, from commuters to recreational users. Trails remain our most popular amenity, according to the 
Public Interest Survey. 

Total Forest Preserve District of Kane County Trail Mileage

• Total Forest Preserve Interior and Forest Preserve Regional Trails: 188.41 miles
• Total Forest Preserve Interior Trails: 139.49 miles
• Total Forest Preserve Regional Trails: 48.92 miles
• Total Non-Forest Preserve Regional Trails: 160.57 miles
• Total All Regional Trails in Kane County: 209.49 miles

Regional Trails

• Fox River Trail total: 40 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 19.25
 - Non-forest preserves: 20.75 
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• Great Western Trail total: 13.96 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 13.96 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

• Virgil Gilman Trail total: 11.20 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 2.30 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 8.90 miles

• Kirk-Fabyan Regional Trail total: 4.32 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 0 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 4.32 miles

• Mid County Trail total: 3.88 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 3.88 miles (within Dick Young, Lake Run and Fitchie Creek Forest 

Preserves)
 - Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

• Randall Road Trail total: 3.74 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 1.17 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 2.57 miles

• Riverbend Trail total: 3.06 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 2.04 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 1.02 miles

• Elgin Twp. Trail total: 1.39 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 0.14 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 1.25 miles

• Illinois Prairie Path — Elgin Branch total: 3.08 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 3.08 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

• Illinois Prairie Path — Batavia Spur total: 3.10 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 3.10 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 0 miles

• Illinois Prairie Path — Aurora Branch total: 2.65 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 0 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 2.65 miles

• Illinois Prairie Path — Geneva Spur total: 2.61 miles
 - Within forest preserves: 0 miles
 - Non-forest preserves: 2.61 miles
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Andersen Woods Forest Preserve 

Andersen Woods is part of a mixed hardwood forest that 
stretches along the Fox River. The Fox River Trail skirts 
the shoreline as it makes its way through the preserve. Just 
south of Andersen Woods is Norris Woods, an Illinois 
State Nature Preserve owned and managed by the St. 
Charles Park District. 

Oak and hickory trees reveal the area’s past as an open 
savanna. Large maples, characteristic of a more shaded 
forest ecosystem, are interspersed throughout these 
preserves. The District has cleared invasive and nonnative 
woody plants here to restore the open woodland and 
savanna, and the St. Charles Park District has undertaken 
similar restoration projects. Together, Andersen and Norris 
Woods together provide an important corridor for wildlife 
along the river.  

The preserve was purchased with the help of an acquisition 
grant in 2003 from the Arthur Andersen Company and 
was previously part of their St. Charles training facility 
land holdings. Future improvements include creating trail 
connections to provide public access. 
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Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve 

Named in honor of 
past Forest Preserve 
District President Arlene 
Shoemaker, this preserve 
provides a forested respite 
in the midst of urban 
Aurora. The Aurora 
Branch of the Illinois 
Prairie Path runs along 
the north border of the 
preserve, serving as a link 
between Kane and DuPage 
counties. 

The forest preserve is one 
of the few bastions of the 
woodland community 
known as flatwoods. In this 
specialized woodland, clay 
soil creates an impermeable 
layer that holds rainwater 
in wet seasons yet is dry 
the remainder of the year. 
Tree species such as swamp 
white oak and shagbark 
hickory thrive in these 
conditions. Herbaceous 
plants that can tolerate 
both very wet and very dry 
conditions grow here also. 
This area is a haven for 
birds and other wildlife.

Between 1998 and 2000, 95 acres were purchased from five owners with the largest purchases (supplemented by 
acquisition grants) coming from the Happes and Popp families. In 2004,  
22 additional acres were added from the nearby Cambridge Homes subdivision holdings. 

A screenings trail was added to connect patrons from the south parking lot through the woods to the prairie 
path. Future expansion will include improved parking, a picnic area and an additional trail network.  
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Aurora West Forest Preserve

Aurora West was part of the historical 
“Sugar Grove” in the early years of Kane 
County. Much of the land was plowed 
for row crop agriculture in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, but some timber 
was left standing. The majority of the 
area remained in agriculture until the 
District purchased the initial 117 acres 
of the forest preserve in 1977. Another 
64 acres were obtained from the Hudson, 
Murphy and Judd families by 2000. With 
the assistance of an acquisition grant, a 
huge addition of 351 acres was added from 
the Thorton Estate also in 2000. The final 
addition of land came in 2005 with the 
205 acre Packer family acquisition. 

The Kane County Department of 
Environmental Management has worked 
extensively on a stormwater retention 
project at Aurora West. In conjunction 
with the county’s project, the District’s 
restoration efforts have involved 
restoring hydrology, recreating wetlands, 
reintroducing prairie plants, and removing 
invasive vegetation. As an ecological 
mosaic of prairie, marsh, and woodland 
communities, this preserve supports a host 
of native animals. 

There is an active volunteer stewardship 
program here, offering many opportunities 
for citizens to get involved in habitat 
restoration.

A multi-purpose trail constructed with grant funding as an extension of the Mid-County Regional Trail, 
traverses the preserve and connects to the Virgil Gilman Regional bike trail originating in Aurora. There is a 
model airplane field to the north of the parking lot. The preserve is also designated as an off-leash dog area, but 
a portion of the preserve is off-limits for dogs. This restricted use area is set aside for wildlife habitat protection. 
The Natural Resources Department facility and nursery are located at Aurora West on Hankes Road. 

Proposed improvements include additional parking, picnic areas, interpretive trails and habitat improvements. 
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Barnes Forest Preserve 

Blackberry Creek winds through 
woods and wetlands in Barnes Forest 
Preserve, providing vital habitat for 
a host of wildlife species including 
songbirds in migration, resident 
waterfowl and raptors, white-tail 
deer, and reptiles such as the garter 
snake. The preserve protects a key 
portion of the Blackberry Creek 
Watershed, where the natural 
wetlands afford flood control and 
water quality protection. 
The preserve began with 32 acres 
originally purchased from the Barnes 
Family in 1994. In 2001, 104 acres 
were purchased from the City of 
Aurora, and 133 acres were purchased 
on the south side of Prairie Street 
from Lindens Venture LLC.

There are walking trails on the 
northern portion of the preserve, 
which is bordered by the Virgil 
Gilman Trail.  From the parking lot 
off Barnes Road, visitors can walk 
along an overlook trail and enjoy 
wildlife viewing. The Fox Valley Park 
District maintains the trailhead for 
the Virgil Gilman Trail on Prairie 
Street and foot trails off Barnes 
Street. A shelter and parking are 
future improvements planned. 
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Big Rock Forest Preserve

Mature woodlands, high quality marshes, tallgrass prairie, 
clear-running creeks and a 65-foot deep lake are just 
some of the highlights of Big Rock Forest Preserve. 
Visitors will find lots to enjoy in any season of the year, 
from summertime fishing, to hiking in the autumn 
woods, cross-country skiing in winter, and birdwatching 
during spring migration.

Siegler Lake is a premier feature of the preserve. 
Formerly a limestone quarry, the lake was formed when 
high floodwaters breached the banks of Big Rock and 
Welch Creeks in 1996, sending torrents of water into the 
quarry. The result of this flood event was a 32-acre lake, 
complete with fish and invertebrates that were swept in 
with the floodwaters. Subsequent fish habitat projects 
have been undertaken, and the lake supports a diversity 
of fish and aquatic wildlife. Fishing is for catch-and-
release only.

Big Rock Creek, rated one of the best quality streams in 
Illinois, is home to freshwater mussels, indicators of high 
quality habitat. 

High sandy bluffs overlook patches of woodlands and 
prairies in the preserve, and a specialized wetland called 
a fen is fed by underground seeps on the southeastern 
portion of the preserve. 

Visitors can walk from either of the two parking lots 
to the woodlands, the marsh, the fen and the prairie. 
There is a loop trail around Seigler Lake, with beautiful 
views over the water. A 1.25 mile, screenings trail, 
established in 2013, leads north from the lake to the new 
campground. Horses are allowed on designated equestrian trails.

The new Big Rock Campground, opened in the summer of 2013, was partially funded by an IDNR OSLAD 
and RTP grant. The campground features 96 RV campsites, 9 primitive tent sites, 4 equestrian campsites, 2 
shelters, flush and pit toilets and a new fishing pond. 

The preserve originated in 1992 with 294 acres purchased from the Ervin Estate. 133 acres were added in 1998 
from the former Meyer Material Co. gravel quarry. In 2003, 30 acres were added from the Kingery Family and 
the Burris Trust. 2006 saw an increase of 118 acres with a purchase from the Marvel Davis Trust. 19 acres were 
added in 2008 from the Thompson Trust. The final 246 acres were purchased in 2010 from the Anthony Family 
with partial funding through an IDNR OSLAD acquisition grant. 
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Big Rock Township Property

This woodland gem of 35 
acres was purchased from the 
Antos family in 2014 with 
funding assistance provided 
through an Open Space Lands 
Acquisition & Development 
(OSLAD) grant. The District’s 
future plans are to open up 
this property to the public and 
provide interpretation for this 
rare habitat.

This property was identified 
as a priority natural area in 
1999 as part of the Chicago 
Wilderness - Fox River 
Watershed Biodiversity 
Inventory and continues to 
be a focus in the 2013 Kane 
County Infrastructure Plan. 
The property has a large stand 
of native hardwoods, diverse 
understory with rare native 
plants, a pond and a fen.
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Binnie Forest Preserve

The District purchased 119 acres in 1969 
from the Pearson Family to preserve the 
wetlands in what is now Binnie Forest 
Preserve. Additional acquisitions (by 
2002) from the Jones Family and Harris 
Bank have expanded the preserve. A 
Dundee Township open space addition 
next to the forest preserve has augmented 
the natural features of the area. 

The wetland pockets here form the 
headwaters of the Kishwaukee River 
which flows from the northern border of 
Binnie Forest Preserve. Visitors enjoy bird 
watching and wildlife observation from a 
network of mowed trails. A large picnic 
shelter and play field is popular with large 
groups. Proposed further improvements 
include repair and upgrades to the road 
and trail system, including interpretive 
and wayfinding signage. 
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Blackberry Maples Forest Preserve

Blackberry Maples offers 
hiking, bird watching, and 
wildlife observation in a 
variety of habitats. From the 
preserve’s entrance there is 
a vista of a gently sloping 
prairie that transitions to a 
mature maple forest. There 
are pockets of high quality 
fens and sedge meadows in 
the clearings. Great Blue 
Herons have established a 
rookery here, with nests high 
in the treetops. On the forest 
floor, wildflowers abound in 
the spring and summer. The 
open prairie is in full bloom 
from July through September. 

This outstanding natural 
area is part of the Blackberry 
Creek watershed. This 
ecological complex as a 
whole encompasses Johnson’s 
Mound Forest Preserve, 
Hannaford and Bliss Woods. 
Together these preserves 
provide critical habitat for a 
diversity of wildlife.

This 153 acre preserve is 
comprised of two acquisitions. 87 acres were purchased from the Gould/Feece Family in 1991, and 66 acres 
were purchased from the Campbell Family in 2004. The preserve has been improved with a parking area, shelter, 
restroom, well, kiosk and mowed walking path. Future plans include trail improvements and interpretive signage. 
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Blackberry Township Property

Gently rolling meadows 
with tree-nursery rows on 
108 acres comprise this 2014 
acquisition from the Muetze 
Nursery. This property will 
yield many choice trees to be 
planted in the other District 
forest preserves, as well as 
providing a greenway link 
between Johnson’s Mound 
and Dick Young Forest 
Preserves.
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Bliss Woods Forest Preserve

At Bliss Woods visitors can 
see a unique and increasingly 
rare geologic feature, the last 
remnant of the Kaneville 
Esker. This is a winding ridge 
of gravel and rocks created 
by a river of water flowing 
underneath a melting glacier 
some 13,000 years ago. Most 
of the esker is gone after years 
of gravel mining. 

On the steep slopes of the 
esker there are two distinct 
forest habitats. The south 
slope, with relatively more 
exposure to sun and wind, is 
characterized by oak-hickory 
woodlands with an array 
of early spring wildflowers. 
The more shaded slope on 
the north side of the esker is 
covered by sugar maple and 
basswood trees. 

The Virgil-Gilman Bike Trail runs east and west through the preserve and connects with Hannaford Woods and 
Waubonsee Community College to the northwest. Blackberry Creek meanders through the southern part of the 
forest preserve, and its associated riparian habitat supports many forms of wildlife. Crowning the diversity of this 
region is a large eighteen acre wetland basin on the north side of KeDeKa Road, (a Kane County rustic road).  

The outstanding ecological and geological features have led to Illinois State Nature Preserve status in portions 
of the forest preserve. An active group of volunteers works to restore and maintain the health of this special 
ecological gem.

An RV campground was constructed along Bliss Road many years ago but was removed due to serious drainage 
problems. In its place, a small, trail-head parking lot allows for the protection and revival of the oak savanna. 
Previous improvements include a picnic shelter, open play area, and improved parking. 

The original purchase of the property began in 1984 with 137 acres from the Boy Scouts of America and 
56 acres from the McVay Family on the east side of Bliss Road. Two years later 3 acres were added from the 
adjoining Aurora Sportsmen’s Club. In 1999, 10 acres were purchased from Shodeen Corp. and the subdivision 
to the northeast. In 2001, 25 acres were purchased to the north of KeDeKa Road from the Bauerle Trust.
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Bolcum Road Wetlands

This beautiful wetland is a key 
part of protecting the Ferson 
Creek watershed. The original 43 
acre land holding was donated 
by a developer as part of an 
adjacent subdivision. In 2010, 
Kane County contributed the 
remaining 82 acres of this wetland 
complex. Marsh vegetation 
anchors the soil and serves as a 
protective buffer, filtering out 
impurities in storm water run-off. 
The marsh also provides habitat 
for scores of species of wildlife. 
Habitat enhancement through 
the restoration of wetlands and 
streambank ecology is planned for 
this preserve. 
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Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve 

Bowes Creek Woods Forest Preserve is 242 acres located just west of Elgin is named for the creek that winds its 
way through the rolling terrain before heading to the Fox River.  The preserve is part of a large tapestry of prairie, 
woodland and streams with a lovely walking trail that winds you through the prairie and woods.  Throughout the 
preserve the trail immerses you in many habitats including an inviting creek side by the meandering stream, and 
a grove of majestic old oak trees still standing sentinel on the prairie. 

The preserve is located along greenway corridors that connect Meissner-Corron Forest Preserve to the south and 
Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve to the North.  As a whole, these three preserves provide vital habitat for native 
species of animals and plants.

In 2006, the first 183 acres of the preserve was purchased from the Muirhead Family, who has strong family ties 
in the area. The District quickly made an expansion with the purchase of an additional 58 acres from the Arians 
Family.  In 2013, 150 acres were purchased from Betty Muirhead with assistance from an Open Space Land 
Acquisition & Development (OSLAD) grant. Acquisition and development assistance from the IDNR made 
this gem of a preserve a reality for the residents of Kane County.  The preserve sees more and more visitors each 
year, it’s a wonderful place for bird watching, jogging, walking or picnicking at the shelter. 
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Braeburn Marsh Forest Preserve

In 1998, the City of 
Batavia gave 54 acres at 
the southeast corner of 
Randall Road and Fabyan 
Parkway to the District 
as part of a wetland 
mitigation and water 
detention project. Today 
the marsh serves the dual 
purpose of flood control 
and wildlife habitat. 

The marsh teems with 
migrating birds, ducks and 
geese. The District expects 
to continue working with 
the city to enhance the 
wetland and grassland 
communities within the 
marsh. 
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Brewster Creek Forest Preserve

This property is the former Camp 
Tu-Endie-Wei, purchased from the 
YWCA in 2007. The heavily wooded 
site sits along Brewster Creek which 
is at its northeast border. The YWCA 
had recently partnered with the Kane 
County Division of Environmental 
Management to carry out and 
monitor a dam removal project. 

This project provided a unique 
opportunity to address a safety 
issue, improve the natural ecology, 
enhance educational programs 
and successfully develop a model 
for other dam removal and stream 
channel restoration projects across 
Illinois. This site is also an important 
part of the Brewster Creek greenway 
and connection to the Stearns Road 
Corridor.

The District has conducted numerous upgrades to the property since its purchase, including a complete remodel 
of the lodge making it available for education, meeting and rental opportunities, and a large parking area. Future 
redevelopment plans call for a new picnic shelter and improved trails and habitat restoration. 
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Brunner Family Forest Preserve

Acquired in 2008, this 723-acre 
property had been a 20-year goal 
for the District.  The Brunner 
Family Forest Preserve is the 
largest waterfront piece in the 
District’s holdings and the 
largest property ever acquired 
from a single landowner.  The 
property includes riverfront, 
wetlands, fens and woodlands 
that will be protected as a result 
of the purchase.  

The area has been deemed 
some of the highest quality, 
unprotected habitat in the 
county. Bald eagles have been 
observed along the riverfront of 
the property, in addition to rare 
mussels in the Fox River and 
regionally rare plant and shrub 
species.  

Located between Route 31 
and the Fox River, Brunner is 
bordered by Buffalo Park Forest 
Preserve in Algonquin to the 
north, Fox River Shores Forest 
Preserve in Carpentersville on 
the south and east sides of the 
Fox River, and Raceway Woods 
Forest Preserve to the southwest.  
The acquisition creates a 3.5-mile 
stretch of waterfront along the Fox River, and combined, the properties make for over 1,200 acres of contiguous 
open space.  

The District has so far improved the property with a new entrance road and creek crossing, and a new 15 space 
parking lot.

In May 2013, the Forest Preserve District was awarded a $400,000 OSLAD grant for the initial development of 
this property.  Project amenities will include 3.35 miles of regional, multi-purpose trail, mowed trails, a fishing 
station, interpretive overlook, picnic shelter and restroom. Trails will connect Buffalo Park to Lincolnwood Park 
and the Carpentersville Dam. A trail head at the north end of the property will be established with a parking 
lot and shelter. Natural area enhancements will include 60 acres of prairie restoration, 10 acres of wetland/fen 
restoration and 600 feet of shoreline enhancements
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Buffalo Park Forest Preserve

Buffalo Park was purchased in 1985 from the Manidok 
Family after decades of use as a private camp/recreation area 
along the Fox River. 

After numerous devastating flood events, the District 
removed the RV campground infrastructure and created 
picnic areas, a loop trail and access to fishing in its’ place. The 
preserve contains several parking areas, restrooms and picnic 
areas on the ¾ mile long stretch of the Fox River. The old 
access road that hugs the ravine has been paved. A former 
ski hill on the site is now Raging Buffalo snowboarding 
facility. Further streambank and woodland restoration is 
planned for Buffalo Park. 
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Burlington Prairie Forest Preserve

Grasses and wildflowers carpet 
the gently rolling landscape of 
Burlington Prairie. A portion 
of the preserve is virgin prairie, 
where the ground has never 
been broken by a plow. State 
endangered plants maintain a 
foothold here, along with the 
insects that pollinate them. A 
twenty acre area north of the 
railroad was designated as an 
Illinois State Nature Preserve. 

In addition to the original 
prairie, there are large areas of 
recreated prairie. Trails wind 
through the prairie, and visitors 
can observe wildlife year-long. 

Located on the border of 
Kane and DeKalb Counties, 
Burlington Prairie is our 
westernmost preserve. It’s one of 
the few spots in Kane County 
where one can stand in the 
prairie and listen to the quiet 
wind sweeping over the land. 

In 2006, the District received an 
RTP Grant for the development 
of the eastern portion of the 
preserve. This funding made 
possible the construction of an 
improved entry road, parking 
lot, large shelter, restroom, solar well and drinking fountain, and three miles of interpretive and equestrian trails. 
Prairie restoration was also part of the grant project. 

Land purchases between 1990-1991 established the preserve with 124 acres from Wolfenberger and 134 acres 
from the Halbeck Trust. 2 acres were added in 1996 from Burlington Properties. The year 2000 saw further 
increases of 193 acres from the Locallo Family; 75 acres from Sunderlage-Getzelman and 31 acres from Romke. 
248 further acres were purchased in 2005 from the County Trust Bank (Lenschow) with the assistance of grant 
funding. 144 acres were added from Wyndham Deerpoint Homes in 2008. 



F O R E S T  P R E S E R V E  D I S T R I C T  O F  K A N E  CO U N T Y44

Burnidge Forest Preserve/Paul Wolff Campground

Beautiful vistas and rolling 
terrain are the outstanding 
features of Burnidge Forest 
Preserve. There are several 
different plant communities 
and soil types here. Oak 
woodlands cover the hills on 
the southwest portion of the 
preserve and mingle with the 
marsh at lower elevations. 
A restored prairie stretches 
to the north, and a small 
creek meanders toward Tyler 
Creek. Visitors can walk trails 
throughout the preserve and 
observe a diversity of wildlife 
in these natural communities.

Within Burnidge Forest 
Preserve is Paul Wolff 
Campground. A Recreational 
Trails Program (RTP) grant, 
awarded in 2008, afforded 
the District with additional funding for the development of the expanded campground and trail system. The 
campground contains 89 improved camp sites for vehicles or tents with 50-amp electrical service, water access, 
parking pad and fire ring. There are also 10 primitive, wooded sites for tent camping only, and 5 equestrian sites 
away from the main camping area. Camp sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis. The camp season 
runs from May 1 to October 31, each year.

The preserve also boasts two fishing ponds, a small climbing wall, two picnic shelters, restrooms and almost 
nine miles of multipurpose trails. Future development includes wetland restoration and drainage work, plus 
campground maintenance.

The preserve is a combination of acquisitions from the following nine different owners: 168 acres in 1969 
from Burnidge and Williams; 12 acres in 1971 from Frost; 2 acres in 1974 from the Union National Bank & 
Trust; 152 acres in 1975 from Ludwig; 160 acres in 1978 from Mason; 20 acres in 2001 from the Boy Scouts 
of America; and 83 acres in 2002 from Bugna.  In 2013, the District acquired 82 acres from the City of Elgin 
containing the creek, located to the south and east of the railroad intersection. Also in 2013, 8 acres were added 
from the Travis family.
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Campton Forest Preserve

The landscape dips and rises at 
Campton Forest Preserve, with 
wooded hilltops with lovely 
views, and a mix of marsh and 
prairie in the low areas. The 
preserve is undergoing constant 
land additions, having begun 
in 1972 with 44 acres from the 
Barber family. Ninety-four acres 
from the Goldmeyer family in 
1976 and 188 acres from the 
Bergland family were added in 
1979. Additional acreage was 
added from 1994 to 2010 from 
the neighboring subdivisions of 
Oak Glen, LaFox Woods and 
Fox Creek. 

One of the District’s earliest 
prairie recreation projects began 
on cropland here in 1986. 
Bringing health back to the 
land has benefited many kinds 
of wildlife, from amphibians to 
birds and mammals. Volunteers 
continue to support the District’s 
habitat restoration at Campton 
Forest Preserve. Because of the 
devastation of the Emerald Ash 
Borer, much effort has been put 
into restoring the woodland here 
also.

The trails here are multi-use, natural surface, mowed grass paths shared with runners, bicyclists, dog walkers, 
birdwatchers and horse riders. Equestrian use is permitted here and there is a trailer parking area. There is a 
picnic shelter, ample parking and restrooms (which will undergo future renovation). Campton Forest Preserve is 
home to our Trades Dept. workshops, mechanic and sign shop. 
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Cardinal Creek Forest Preserve

Cardinal Creek Forest Preserve 
is one of the newer preserves 
in western Kane County. 
The name was chosen by 
school children in a contest 
organized by the District and 
local schools. The original 154 
acres were purchased from the 
Volkening Family in 2006. 

An additional purchase 
from the Faber Family of 
12 acres was added in 2008. 
An intermittent tributary of 
Burlington Creek meanders 
through the northeastern 
portion of the preserve. The 
rich soils once supported an 
oak savanna in this area. The 
District plans to restore the 
area to oak savanna, wetland 
and prairie. The preserve will 
be improved with a shelter, 
restroom, parking, multi-
purpose trails and interpretive 
signage. 
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Culver Forest Preserve

This preserve rests in the watershed 
of Blackberry Creek and serves 
as an important floodplain catch 
basin. Its wooded and riparian 
habitat provides an important 
wildlife corridor and greenway 
between neighboring Aurora West 
Forest Preserve to the northwest, 
and Barnes Forest Preserve to the 
southeast.

The property was acquired with a 
92 acre purchase from the Culver 
Family in 1994. 24 acres were 
added from the Shoger Family in 
2001.

The woods here feature mature 
oaks and hickories with scattered 
underbrush. There are grassland 
openings within the woodland, 
with a restored prairie in the 
northern portion of the preserve. 
Future improvements include 
prairie restoration, improved trails 
and interpretive signage, improved 
restroom facility, picnic shelter/area 
with expanded parking. 
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Deer Valley Golf Course

Deer Valley Golf 
Course is located 
on Jericho Road in 
Big Rock Township, 
five miles west of IL 
Route 47. This nine-
hole course is 1358 
yards with a par 29. 
Reservations are 
not taken at Deer 
Valley. The rustic 
log cabin clubhouse 
offers a pro-shop 
and restrooms, and 
there are two ponds 
and two streams 
providing a source 
of water for the tees 
and greens. Big Rock 
Creek winds through 
this rolling course 
adjacent to Big Rock 
Forest Preserve. 
Two purchases 
in 2000 from the 
Flodstrom Family 
and Meyer Materials 
make up this golf 
course. The golf 
course is operated by 
GolfVisions, a private 
golf management 
company. 

Big Rock Forest Preserve
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Dick Young Forest Preserve

The Dick Young Forest Preserve comprises 
some of the county’s finest wetlands, 
woodlands, and prairie. Together, these create 
an ecological complex that supports a great 
diversity of animals and plants, including 
several threatened, rare and endangered 
species. 

The geologic features of the site provide a 
window to the origins of the northern Illinois 
landscape. On the east side of the preserve is 
Nelson Lake Marsh, which lies in a depression 
created by the weight of glacial ice more than 
10,000 years ago. A smaller prairie pothole, 
similarly formed, is evident near the north 
entrance to the preserve. Moraines to the 
north and west of the marsh were created by 
the deposition of rocks, boulders and gravel 
from retreating glaciers. Over time, several soil 
types formed in this vast and varied landscape. 
Soil and weather together influenced the 
development of wetland, woodland and prairie communities. A rich diversity of fauna evolved within these plant 
communities. 

A century of agriculture and peat mining in the marsh diminished the habitat value of the area. Nelson Lake and 
its surrounding land were in danger of further decline when a small but dedicated group of individuals organized 
to preserve and restore the lake. This group, including the late naturalist Dick Young, spread the word among 
conservationists and the general public. With the support of this group, District teamed up with the Nature 
Conservancy in 1980 to purchase the core 178 acres of wetland and marsh. Restoration was soon underway, and 
volunteers organized trash pickup, conducted site monitoring, and removed invasive plants. To further protect 
the integrity of the natural area, the 154 acres within the Nelson Lake Marsh complex was dedicated as an 
Illinois State Nature Preserve. Habitat restoration is an ongoing process. 

The District has added substantial acreage to the core of the preserve with funds made possible by several 
referendums and grants. This has provided unprecedented opportunities to restore the biological diversity of this 
area. Land management and restoration projects have brought back vegetation absent for a century, nesting birds 
that have not bred here for decades, endangered species of reptiles and much more. 

Further major land acquisitions include the following: 23 acres in 1982 and 287 acres in 1997 from Chapman; 
12 acres in 1983 from Land Preservation Inc.; 83 acres in 1991 from Farm Section Clan; 21 acres in 1999 from 
Riggs; 316 acres in 2002 from Hoffman; 15 acres in 2003 from Anderson; 134 acres in 2012 from the Hoffman 
Corp.; 153 and acres in 2012 from Simon and Sohn.

An OSLAD grant provided funding for improvements to the preserve including improved parking, two shelters, 
two restrooms, interpretive nodes and a way-finding system. It also allowed for construction of bike, equestrian 
and walking trails throughout the preserve. Bicycling and equestrian use are limited to the western portion of the 
preserve. Whether walking, cycling, or riding horseback, visitors may see wildlife as diverse as pelicans and mink. 
Flora from pondweed to oak trees will please plant enthusiasts. 
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Eagles Forest Preserve

This preserve is a quiet, 
green island within the city 
limits of Elgin. The property 
was named after one of the 
previous owners the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles of Elgin. 

The land was purchased 
between 2002-2004 from 
the Eagles and the Burnidge 
family. In 2012, three acres 
were purchased from the 
Malcolm family. 

It is situated on the west fork 
of Tyler Creek. Large, stately 
oaks grow in a savanna setting 
west of the creek, with denser 
woods to the south.  Old 
field succession is underway 
in the northern portion of 
the property. With its varied 
habitat, the preserve is a haven 
to many species of birds.

The District has entered into 
an agreement with the City 
of Elgin that will allow them 
to improve and maintain the 
northeastern portion of the 
preserve. Their plans include 
enhancing the existing natural 
habitats, while adding new parking and shelters, and interpretive trails, bridges, and trail connections to the 
adjoining neighborhoods. 
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Edgewater Greenway

This 96-acre property is northeast of Otter Creek 
Forest Preserve. The property runs along parts 
of Otter Creek and Stoney Creek, and contains 
wetlands and trails.

Acquired in 2014, this property was a donation 
from the City of Elgin as part of their Far West 
Greenway Plan. The property is maintained by 
the nearby Edgewater subdivision homeowners 
association.
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Elburn Forest Preserve

Established in 
1928, Elburn Forest 
Preserve is one of the 
oldest preserves in the 
District. It is unique 
in its placement 
in four townships:  
Blackberry, Virgil, 
Campton and 
Kaneville. The western, 
wooded parcel of 87 
acres was purchased 
from the Fargo Family 
in 1928. In 2001, 77 
acres were acquired 
to the east from the 
Dia-Lin Trust, and 
in 2002, a one-acre 
piece was added from 
the Schusler Family. 
To accommodate the 
grant improvements 
on the eastern side 
closest to town, 3 acres 
was purchased in 2010 from the Swift family. 

The topography at Elburn Forest Preserve rises along a moraine, or gravel ridge, left by the last glaciers. This 
area marks the divide between the Fox and Kishwaukee watersheds (drainage basins). A high quality savanna/
woodland stretches along the moraine. White, black, and bur oaks mingle with hickory and walnut trees in this 
beautiful woodland. To the west of the woods is a sedge meadow, with many wetland plants adapted to hydric 
soils. The farm fields are being converted and tallgrass prairie is being restored on the east side of the preserve.

The picturesque stone shelter dates to the Great Depression of the 1930s. It was constructed with salvaged 
stone from the old St. Gall church in Elburn. 1n 1976, Boy Scout Troop 19 from Maple Park, documented an 
early trading post on the trail to Oregon Illinois near the eastern boundary of the preserve, evidenced by an old 
abandoned cement watering tank on the property. The house at Elburn Forest Preserve is utilized by the Fox 
Valley Wildlife Center for wildlife rehabilitation. 

The older, western portion of the preserve was improved with several parking lots, a restroom, kiosk and highly 
used picnic areas. The District received a RTP grant in 2007 that helped fund the addition of a second shelter 
and restroom, parking, kiosk, interpretive signage and screenings trails linking the east and west sides of the 
preserve.  
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Elgin Shores Forest Preserve

Elgin Shores adjoins 
a complex of state 
properties, and is 
bordered on the east 
by the Fox River. The 
property was purchased 
from the State of Illinois 
in 1981 with the help of 
grant funding.

The 20-acre site is 
maintained by the City 
of Elgin primarily for 
little league baseball 
fields. The park has also 
been improved with the 
addition of expanded 
parking, a playground, 
a shelter, a boat launch/
fishing pier and shoreline 
habitat restorations.  
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Elgin Township Trail

The 1.6 mile long Elgin Township Trail connects Tyler Creek Forest Preserve to Voyager’s Landing Forest 
Preserve. It parallels Interstate 90 and actually links up to the Fox River Trail via a bike/pedestrian bridge under 
the interstate Fox River bridge. 

The District owns 1 acre of the trail alignment property (purchased from the Chicago and North Western 
Transportation Co. in 1980), but maintains the entire length (mostly on Nicor Gas Co. property or street right-
of-way). 
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Elgin Township Wetland

This small 10 acre parcel 
was sold to the District by 
the Union National Bank 
and Trust Co. of Elgin 
in 1983. The preserve is 
a wetland habitat along a 
tributary of Tyler Creek.
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Fabyan Forest Preserve

Fabyan Forest Preserve was once part 
of the large country estate of Colonel 
George and Nelle Fabyan. The Fabyans 
came to the Fox River Valley in the early 
1900’s and bought a farmhouse and ten 
acres south of Geneva on the west bank 
of the Fox. Over the following 20 years 
they acquired more than 300 acres and 
developed the property into an elaborate 
estate they called “Riverbank.” 
 
Riverbank became a showplace in the 
state with its model farm, extensive 
greenhouses, windmill, ornamental 
gardens, arbors, grotto, pools and ponds. In 
1907, the Fabyans contracted Frank Lloyd 
Wright to redesign the farmhouse into a 
larger and more, modernized home they 
called “The Villa.” While the Fabyans lived 
on the estate they employed more than 60 
people in positions as maids, gardeners, 
chauffeurs, scientists, and farmers. They 
employed a sculptor to create numerous 
stone and concrete fountains, statues, and 
furniture, as well as cages for the various 
wild animals they brought to Riverbank. 
Many of these structures remain in the 
preserve today. 

The Villa, listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1984, is now a 
museum dedicated to the history of 
Riverbank and the story of the Fabyans. The Japanese Garden, created in 1910, is beautifully landscaped and 
maintained as a peaceful respite. Also part of Fabyan Forest Preserve is the Fabyan Windmill, an authentic, 
working Dutch windmill. The windmill was completely restored in 2003-2004 and is also listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Tours are available for all three amenities. 

After the Fabyans’ deaths in the late 1930s, the District purchased 121 acres of their estate in 1939, and created 
the preserve. Between that time and 1982, 81 acres were added from the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, 
and in 1993 a small parcel of right-of-way was acquired from Kane County. 

The preserve straddles both sides of the Fox River and is one of the most widely used preserves in the county. 
There are large wooded areas for picnicking, (including four shelters and numerous restrooms and parking lots), 
two shorelines for fishing, and woodlands for hiking. This property is an integral part of the Fox River Regional 
Trail System.

Future improvements include enhancing the west bank of the river and replacing/relocating the bridge from the 
west side of the river to the island. 
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Ferson Creek Forest Preserve

Ferson Creek Forest Preserve was 
acquired as part of a cooperative, 
open land purchase with the St. 
Charles Park District, and the 
southern half sits adjacent to the 
Primrose Park recreation area. 

The 32 acres were acquired in 1994 
from the Diehl Family Trust. The 
balance of 113 acres was conveyed 
from the park district in 1995. 

The preserve is a part of a greenbelt 
and wildlife corridor that extends 
along Ferson and Otter Creeks. The 
floodplain and wetland habitats are 
critical for flora, fauna and flood 
control.  Stream restoration and 
stabilization work has been done 
here in a joint project with the St. 
Charles Park District. This project 
includes “wetland banking” whereby 
developers are restoring the land to 
satisfy the Army Corps of Engineers, 
and Fish and Wildlife mitigation 
requirements for wetland destroyed 
in other locations. 
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Fitchie Creek Forest Preserve

Fitchie Creek Forest 
Preserve contains several 
plant communities that 
support exceptionally 
high biological diversity. 
The woodland at the 
southwest corner of the 
preserve rises above the 
meandering creek, which 
is fed by a high-quality 
wetland. The rich array 
of habitats makes the 
preserve a special haven 
for wildlife.

In November 2000, 
the entire student body 
of neighboring Prairie 
View Elementary School 
helped to sow prairie 
seeds on 25 acres of the 
property adjoining the 
school. Today, the prairie 
is flourishing and the 
students are involved in ongoing habitat restoration and stewardship. 

Through an OSLAD grant, the district was able to construct two parking lots and entry drives; two shelters; 
a restroom; a fishing pier; 3.5 miles of mowed, multi-purpose and asphalt trail (Mid County Regional Trail) 
including two bridges, and wayfinding and interpretive signage. Prairie, woodland and wetland restoration is also 
in progress. Oak seedlings have been planted in two locations by our volunteers. 
 
The 466 acre preserve was compiled from purchases from three families. In 1996, 236 acres was bought from the 
Turgrimson Family. 97 acres was added in 2000 from the Udina Dairy Farm. A further 133 acres was purchased 
from the Gurke Family in 2011. 
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Fox River Bluff & Fox River Bluff West Forest Preserves

During the 1980’s the Forest Preserve Commission placed emphasis upon acquiring the remaining river edge 
property. The preserve initial purchase of 2 acres of railway right-of way was in 1984. The wooded portion of the 
preserve on the east side of the river is known as Norton Woods.  This 31-acre property was a donation in 1987 
to the District in memory of Carol Ann Buck. The one condition placed upon the gift was that no structures 
are ever to be built on the property. Between 1988 and 1991, 36 acres were added from the Severson Farm with 
the aid of an OSLAD grant. Nine acres were acquired from the City of St. Charles in 2002, along what would 
become the eastern edge of the Red Gate Bridge in 2012. 

The site is graced with an unusual land form at the mouth of Norton Creek, where the Newark Valley rock 
formation is exposed to the surface. The creek twists and turns in ox-bow formation as it winds through 
floodplain forest to the river. 
 
Fox River Bluff is located on Weber Avenue just west of Route 25, along the east shoreline of the Fox River. A 
beautiful section of the Fox River Trail crosses the property on the old trolley line, and is now linked to the 
west side of the river by the bridge. Future plans for the property include improved parking and entry drive, and 
creation of a picnic area. 
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Fox River Forested Fen Forest Preserve

The District’s acquisition 
of these 27 acres in 2013 
was from the former 
Fox River Country Day 
School land, also once 
called the Chicago Junior 
School. This preserve 
was acquired through 
an intergovernmental 
agreement with the Illinois 
State Toll Highway 
Authority and the City 
of Elgin. It borders the 
Max McGraw Wildlife 
Foundation preserve, the 
Fox River Trail, and a new 
City of Elgin park.

The forested fen here 
is one-half of the only 
remaining such plant 
community in the State 
of Illinois. The other half 
is within the City of Elgin’s Trout Park. Dominated by white cedar, also known as arborvitae, in the lower 
terraces, and oaks in the eastern uplands, the preserve contains seeps and swales with flowing water that remains 
unfrozen, even in the deep of winter.

The property has been granted Illinois Nature Preserve status. The characteristic seeps and fens could not persist 
without a constant, clean source of groundwater welling upward through glacial gravel and bedrock seams. So 
unique is the site that the nearest comparable habitats are found in the boreal forests of Minnesota and Canada. 
The plant communities here have been disturbed since settlement times, yet they present a glimpse of the 
ancient Illinois landscape, shortly after glacial retreat. The District plans to focus on habitat restoration at this 
property.
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Fox River Shores Forest Preserve

The one mile long stretch of Fox River waterfront is a major 
attraction of this site, for both anglers and birdwatchers. 
Natural history interests include the hillsides away from the 
river that are lined with springs and seeps, which together 
create a unique habitat for wildlife and plants.

The Fox River Regional Trail runs the length of the property. 
It was created in 1984 following the abandonment of the 
C&NW railroad valley spur. The trail is extremely popular for 
bicyclists, hikers, runners, and many others who enjoy wildlife 
watching and peaceful scenery.

The preserve has been assembled from 110 individual 
parcels from numerous owners between the years of 1978 
and 2004. Originally, the large portion (of 90 acres) of the 
preserve on the east side of the Fox River was purchased in 
1981 from the McNeill Family. Most of the Fox River Trail 
corridor was purchased from the Chicago and Northwestern 
Transportation Co.

Currently, the preserve contains a boat launch, picnic area 
with a shelter, restrooms, water and a large parking area 
on the east side of the river. On the west side of the river, 
the Carpentersville dam area has been developed with 
a parking area, restrooms and a river overlook shelter. 
Dundee Township Park District maintains a small park and 
playground west of the dam area. The proposed improvements 
include habitat restoration; opening up more of the river 
bank; and trail, road and parking improvements. 



F O R E S T  P R E S E R V E  D I S T R I C T  O F  K A N E  CO U N T Y62

Fox River Trail

The Fox River Trail is one of the most scenic trails in Kane County, spanning 
over 35 miles from Oswego to Algonquin, Illinois. The trail skirts the Fox 
River, leading through beautiful woodlands and natural areas. The north end 
of the Fox River Trail connects with the McHenry County Prairie Trail which 
continues to the Wisconsin border. To the south, the Fox River Trail links 
with the Illinois Prairie Path in Aurora.

Portions of the trail are built on the former Chicago, Aurora and Elgin rail 
line. The Fox River Trolley Museum is located just off the trail in South Elgin, 
where you can learn the history of the electric rail in Illinois and take a Trolley 
ride to Jon J. Duerr forest preserve. The trail runs thru numerous District 
preserves which offer areas for rest stops, picnicking, fishing, and trail head 
parking. 

Historic attractions such as the old dutch windmill, the Japanese Garden and 
the Villa Museum are situated along the trail at Fabyan forest preserve, as are 
others in municipal parks and open spaces.

People of all ages and interests enjoy the multi-purpose Fox River Trail. Bird-
watchers flock to the trail, particularly in the spring and fall to view throngs 
of migratory song birds following the river during their annual migrations. 
Bicycling, running, walking and cross-country skiing are also popular activities 
on the Fox River Trail. Some stretches of the trail are relatively flat, while 
there are some challenging hills in other spots of the river valley. Surfaces vary 
from asphalt to crushed limestone. 

Many of the parcels that make up the trail were acquired in the mid 1980’s 
from the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation Co.; the Illinois 
Department of Conservation and various landowners along the Fox River. 
The District has focused on coordinating numerous connections to regional 
and local trails, most recently partnering with the City of Aurora and the Fox 
Valley Park District to complete the trail “gap” in downtown Aurora. 
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Freeman Kame – Meagher Forest Preserve

The Freeman Kame-Meagher Forest Preserve 
includes some of Kane County’s most picturesque 
topography. The hills and valleys are the result of 
glacial activity over 13,000 years ago. Known as 
kames, these hills consist of loose gravel and rocks 
dumped by glacial meltwater in through a gap in 
the ice. The valleys were carved from the weight and 
movement of the great ice sheets.

The glacial action created a varied landscape that 
led to diverse habitats. The flora and fauna here 
are spectacular. Dick Young, the late naturalist and 
environmental champion of Kane County, wrote 
of Freeman Kame glowingly. The quiet splendor 
and richness of this place transcends description,” 
he said. “It is a humbling experience to witness this 
interesting native pageant.”

A portion of the preserve is an Illinois State 
Nature Preserve. As such, it has restricted use for 
the protection of the geology, flora and fauna. 
Outside the nature preserve boundaries are 
mowed trails, including a horseback riding area. 
Future developments include road and parking 
improvements, expanded trail and interpretive 
system, shelters and restrooms. Extensive habitat 
restoration is ongoing. 

These 1,335 acres comprise the District’s largest 
landholding collected from eight large land purchases 
from – Freeman (1985) 43 acres; Meagher (1992) 
152 acres; Sanfilippo (2000) 234 acres; Toneli (2000) 
15 acres; Nyman (2002) 163 acres; GD Land Corp. 
(2003) 344 acres; Vovola (2011) 52 acres; and Oury  (2014) 76 acres. 

Camp Tomo Chi Chi Knolls

Nestled within the Forest Preserve, south of Freeman Road, is Camp Tomo Chi Chi Knolls, a 258-acre area 
devoted to youth group camping and recreation. The camp was purchased in its entirety from the Des Planes 
Boy Scout Council in The camp is set on rolling hills of oak-hickory woodlands, quality wetlands and open 
meadow areas.
 
Thirteen tent camping sites will accommodate up to 25 campers each for a total of 325 youth campers. In 
addition, Camp Tomo Chi Chi Knolls features a large, rustic lodge equipped with bathrooms, kitchen and a 
wood burning fireplace. The camp also has large parking areas, mowed activity areas, wooded trail loops and a 
shelter. 
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Glenwood Park Forest Preserve

Glenwood Park is a peaceful wooded preserve on the east bank of 
Fox River in Batavia. There are fine specimens of chinquapin oak 
along with large red oak, basswood, and other hardwood forest 
species.  A small creek runs through the preserve with exposed 
outcroppings of the Niageran Dolomite bedrock. The Illinois 
Prairie Path – Batavia Spur enters the preserve on the east and 
connects with the east riverside Fox River Trail.

Glenwood Park is downstream from the former South Batavia 
Dam, which was removed in 2005.  A series of rapids and riffles in 
this portion of the river provide good fishing opportunities. There 
are also several wooded floodplain islands, which are part of the 
preserve. 

The property was purchased from several owners, with the first 28 
acres coming from the Shipper Family in 1976 bought with partial 
OSLAD grant funding. Other smaller purchases followed between 
1982 to 1998 from Roth, Johnson, Harris Bank, Batavia Park 
District and Shafernich. The preserve amenities include a shelter, 
restroom, water pump, parking and a kiosk. Future streambank and 
woodland restoration is planned for this land. 
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Great Western Trail

The Great Western Trail is built on the former right-of-way of the Chicago Great Western Railway. The 
property for this trail was obtained mainly in the late 1970’s from the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation 
Co. This linear trail has a gently, sloping grade, and runs through wetlands, prairie, and farmland between St. 
Charles and Sycamore.

Runners enjoy the Great Western Trail, as well as bicyclists. The trail is wonderful for walking, bird watching, 
observing wildlife, equestrian riders and can be used west of Wasco by snowmobilers. 

The trail surface varies from asphalt to crushed limestone, and is maintained and improved by the District. 
Future plans for the expansion of trail will include extending the trail (on the old ROW) east into St. Charles 
from the trailhead currently at LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve. 
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Grunwald Farms Forest Preserve

Grunwald Farms Forest 
Preserve contains one of 
the last undisturbed eskers 
in Kane County. The site is 
located along Blackberry 
Creek, and contains a 
spring fed pond, a 50-
acre high quality wetland 
complex, 40 acres of 
Oak-Hickory woodlands, 
and a 10 acre fen. The fen 
is fed with a continual 
source of cold, mineral-rich 
water from the ground. 
The species-rich plant 
communities support a 
diverse community of 
wildlife. In the upland 
areas, century-old oak trees 
mix with mature hickory, 
ash and elm trees in the 
woodland. 

The preserve also features 
a 14-acre, recreational 
lake that was created from 
a former gravel mining 
operation. There is boat access to the lake which is stocked with fish, parking lots and flush restrooms. There is 
a multi-purpose trail around the lake, as well as mowed trails that wind through the woods. The property is also 
home to the District’s South Operations Maintenance Facility. Prairie, fen, woodland and wetland restoration 
are currently underway.

Plans for Grunwald Farms include the development of a network of trails and bridges with interpretive signage, 
an outlook above the lake, a fishing pier and a picnic shelter. A youth tent camping area is also in the plans 
featuring camping pods with fire rings, a shelter, parking and restrooms. 

The majority of the property was purchased in 2006 from the Grunwald Family with the aid of IDNR funding. 
The site to the west which contains the lake was purchased that same year from Kaneland Sand and Gravel Co.
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Gunnar Anderson Forest Preserve

This stretch of riverfront property 
features open play fields, a shelter, 
a restroom and parking. A buffer of 
vegetation along the river provides 
habitat for riparian wildlife. A paved 
trail connects the preserve and 
government complex to the Geneva 
Park District’s Island Park and the 
Fox River Trail. 

The preserve is named for Gunnar 
Anderson, the first employee of the 
District, who was hired in 1927 and 
remained with the District until 
his passing in 1993. The District 
purchased the preserve in 1972 from 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart 
at the same time that Kane County 
purchased the land to the west for 
the government center. The District 
plans to remove the turf play fields 
and restore them to a natural riparian 
habitat and construct a river overlook.
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Hampshire Forest Preserve

Hampshire Forest Preserve has been a favorite spot for 
picnicking, hiking, bird watching, horseback riding and 
cross-country skiing. The preserve is situated on the crest 
of a glacial moraine. An oak-hickory woodland grows 
on the well-drained morainal soil, with tallgrass prairie 
meeting the woodland on the gentle slopes to the east. 
There are small pockets of wetlands within the preserve 
as well. The variety of habitats supports many forms of 
wildlife, from mammals to birds, reptiles, amphibians and 
more. 

Currently the preserve has been developed with 
the following improvements, 6 miles of trails with 
a wayfinding system, equestrian trailer parking, and 
two large picnic areas with parking, shelter, water and 
restrooms. Trail work and habitat restoration will be 
ongoing.

Hampshire Forest Preserve was assembled with purchases 
from two families. The original purchase from the Holtz 
family in 1957 was made up of 118 acres, with another 31 
acres added from the family in 2002. In 1989, 118 acres 
were added from the Tyson family. 
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Hampshire South Forest Preserve

Hampshire South Forest Preserve is 
comprised of  ridges and valleys created 
by the last glaciers some 13,000 years ago. 
This varied terrain includes upland fields 
and low wet areas. The site contains a 
confluence of Burlington Creek and one 
of its tributaries, and a small fishing pond. 
In 2006, 180 acres were purchased from 
the Scarpelli family and 20 acres from the 
Getzelman Trust. 

Land management plans include prairie 
restoration in the drier uplands and 
recreation of sedge meadow wetlands 
in the low areas. Interpretive trails are 
planned for this preserve, along with 
parking, a shelter, restroom, a bridge and a 
wetland observation area. 
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Hannaford Woods/Nickels Farm Forest Preserve

Fine examples of prairie, woodlands, wetlands, 
and riparian habitat are all represented in this 
beautiful preserve. The restored prairie extends 
along Merrill Road where the land slopes 
toward Blackberry Creek. The woodlands 
contain magnificent oak and hickory trees, and 
other major hardwood species. The wetlands to 
the southwest encompass the floodplain of the 
creek. Visitors can enjoy all of these natural 
communities by walking or bicycling along 
the trail that winds through the preserve and 
connects with the Virgil Gilman Trail.

Hannaford Woods is connected to Bliss 
Woods Forest Preserve to the southeast, and 
Waubonsee Community College to the west. 
The proximity of these open and natural areas 
is a boon to native wildlife needing access to 
varied food sources and breeding sites. Habitat 
restoration is in full swing at this preserve. A 
picnic shelter and expanded parking is in the 
plans for this site. 

The preserve was created primarily from land 
acquisitions from two families. In 1992, with 
aid from an LWCF acquisition grant, 111 acres 
was purchased from the Hannaford Family and added to 27 existing acres coming partially from the Adams and 
Lagerloef Families. The remaining 229 acres were acquired in 2000 from the Nickels Family.  In 2012, a land 
swap was conducted between the District and Waubonsee Community College, giving 33 acres of open sports 
fields to the college in exchange for 67 acres of wetlands and natural areas.
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Helm Woods Forest Preserve

Helm Woods is a prime example of an 
ecological community called flatwoods.  
Here, the unique soils drain very slowly. In 
the springtime, melted snow and spring 
rains create pools of standing water, vital 
habitat for salamanders, invertebrate 
animals and other wildlife. By mid-
summer, the ground is quite dry, creating 
an opposite extreme.

Swamp white oak trees are well adapted 
to these conditions. Several venerable old 
specimens of this species thrive at Helm 
Woods. The herbaceous vegetation is also 
of exceptional quality. 

Two hundred acres, bordering several 
parcels owned by Dundee Township and 
Dundee Township Park Distict, were 
purchased in 1980 with the aid of grant 
funding from Chicago Title and Trust Co. 
An additional 5 acres was added in 2002 
from the Miller Family.  

For its wildlife and botanical treasures, 
the wooded portion of Helm Woods 
is an Illinois State Nature Preserve. 
The District has undertaken extensive 
habitat restoration work at Helm Woods, 
preserving the ecological quality of this 
beautiful woodland. Future plans for the 
preserve include improved parking, nature 
trails and interpretive signage.
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Hoscheit Woods Forest Preserve

Purchased in 2011 from the 
Oliver Hoffman Corp., this 
beautiful property on the 
eastern edge of Kane County 
includes open farm fields, 
pasture, and wet areas. The edge 
habitat along the old farm roads 
is home to a variety of wildlife, 
and birds are abundant in the 
former pasture area. The terrain 
gently dips and rises, creating 
wet pockets and drier knolls. 
Restoration management of 
wetlands, savanna and prairie is 
planned to enhance the habitat 
for a variety of wildlife species. 
Volunteers from the Wayne 
Area Conservancy Foundation 
have been removing old fence 
lines and invasive species. 

The District also plans to open 
the preserve for walkers and equestrian use, by providing a trailer parking area, multi-use trails, shelter and 
restrooms.

The 163 acres that make-up this forest preserve were purchased by the District as part of the 2011 land 
acquisition and preserve improvement referendum. The preserve is the District’s first in Wayne.

The property was first officially named “Little Woods Forest Preserve” in 2012. Research has indicated this 
preserve was once within a prominent natural feature known as the “Little Woods.” The place names “Big 
Woods” and “Little Woods” likely originated from settlers in the 1830s, and were told to James Thompson 
and John Thompson, the first U.S. Government land surveyors dispatched to this region. The original 1839-40 
Government Land Office survey maps generated from the Thompson’s field surveys for the County clearly show 
two large and distinct woodlands east of the Fox River. It is easy to see why each section of “Timber,” as labeled 
on the maps comprising Big Woods and Little Woods, were so named.

It is interesting to note that a region and a settlement named Little Woods did exist in the northern portion of 
St. Charles Township, east into DuPage County, and it was recognized by name from at least 1842 until July 7, 
1853, when the name was changed to Wayne.

In April 2015, the Forest Preserve Commission named this property as Hoscheit Woods Forest Preserve, in 
honor of John J. Hoscheit, who had recently completed serving 15 years as president of the Forest Preserve 
District. Commissioner Hoscheit was instrumental in the District tripling its land holdings, under his 
leadership.



2015 CO M P R E H E N S I V E  M A S T E R  P L A N 73

Hughes Creek Golf Club

Hughes Creek Golf Club is an 18-hole golf course of 
6,506 yards with a par 72. The layout contains gently 
rolling hills, wetlands, native prairie plants and beautiful 
song birds with a panoramic view of the course from the 
clubhouse. Blackberry Creek winds through the south 
and east of the course and fills the two ponds on site. 

Hughes Creek Golf Club clubhouse offers daily lunch 
specials, Friday Night Fish Fry and Saturday Night 
Dinner. The Dining Room, Patio and Veranda are also 
available for rentals also. 

The existing 156 acre course was acquired from an Old 
Second National Bank Trust in 2002. An additional 
developer donation through the US Bank of 16 acres of 
stream and wetland occurred in 2006. The golf course 
is operated by Meyers Family Golf, a private golf 
management company. 
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Illinois Prairie Path

The Illinois Prairie Path connects Kane and DuPage Counties by a network of over 60 miles of multi-
purpose trails. The majority of the trail is in DuPage County, built on former railroad rights-of-way. These 

properties were assembled from holdings of the Illinois Department of 
Conservation, Kane County and others in the late 1970s through the 
1990s. A 14-mile extension of the trail runs through Aurora, passes to 
the north of Arlene Shoemaker Forest Preserve, and connects with the 
Fox River Trail. To the north, the Elgin Branch connects with the Fox 
River Trail. There are two connecting links in east-central Kane County: 
the 6-mile long Batavia Spur and the 5-mile Geneva Spur. Both of these 
trails also link up to the Fox River Trail on the east side of the river. 

The Illinois Prairie Path leads through beautiful open natural areas. 
Surfaces vary from asphalt to crushed limestone. Various municipalities 
own and maintain sections of the trail, and provide trail upgrades, trail 
amenities and signage. 

For more information, visit www.ipp.org.

Batavia Spur

Elgin Branch
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Jack E. Cook Park and Forest Preserve 

Named for the late Jack Cook, president 
of the forest preserve district from 1994 
– 2002, this preserve is currently in 
agricultural production. 91 acres of the 
total 219 acres of the park was purchased 
from the City of Elgin in 2007 in a 
cooperative effort to provide open space 
and recreational areas on the far west side 
of Elgin. The City of Elgin Parks and 
Recreation Department will develop a 
large part of the park with active sports 
fields, playground, shelter, restrooms 
and parking. The western portion of 
the preserve will be restored to wetland 
and prairie, and Pingree Creek will be 
remeandered. A recreational lake with 
a scenic overlook, and also bicycle and 
walking trails will be added. 
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Jelkes Creek Forest Preserve

Jelkes Creek Forest Preserve is a wooded refuge for 
plants and animals in the Jelkes Creek greenway system, 
which begins to the northwest of Schweitzer Woods 
forest preserve and ends at the Fox River. This preserve 
is an important part of the larger ecological complex 
of Dundee Township. The creek meanders through the 
western portion of the preserve thru bottomland woods 
and upland prairies. The 37-acre preserve was purchased 
from the Michalski and Christopherson Families as 
part of the 2007 Referendum. Wetland and streambank 
improvements are planned for, as well as trails, a 
parking lot and a picnic area.  
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Johnson’s Mound Forest Preserve

Purchased in 1927, Johnson’s 
Mound Forest Preserve was one 
of the first forest preserves of 
the Forest Preserve District of 
Kane County.  Local residents 
appreciated the wooded hill and 
surrounding natural area, and 
the preserve was widely used for 
large picnics.

Johnson’s Mound is a heavily 
wooded classic example of a 
stratified gravel hill known as 
a “kame,” which was deposited 
by glacial ice and water some 
10,000 years ago. This kame 
is a prominent feature on the 
mid-county landscape, rising 
50 feet above the surrounding 
tributaries of Blackberry Creek 
and the glacial outwash plain. 
The preserve was home to the 
Shabbona Tree, a giant elm 
estimated to be more than 150 
years old. In 1972, the tree had 
to be cut down as a victim of 
Dutch Elm disease.

A high quality woodland 
developed at Johnson’s Mound, 
with spectacular wild flowers 
in the springtime and brilliant foliage in the fall. The wooded area of the kame is protected as an Illinois State 
Nature Preserve. The property features an open sled hill; a mowed recreational area; a small cabin, used by scouts 
and other groups; and two picnic shelters and restrooms. Footpaths lead up and down the slopes, and a mowed 
trail circles the reconstructed prairie. Proposed improvements include providing additional picnic areas, trails and 
interpretive signage. 

The District has undertaken an extensive prairie restoration project on much of the open land of the preserve, 
and woodland recreation is a high priority. 

Johnson’s Mound has had a long acquisition history. The original preserve consisted of 96 acres of the kame 
purchased in 1927 for $18,296.25 from the Shepard Family. 87 acres were added in 1977 from LaSalle National 
Bank. Recent additions include: 187 acres from the Illinois Association of Seventh Day Adventists in 2002; 204 
acres from the Polivka Family in 2004; and 169 acres from the Compton family in 2005.  
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Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve

Situated at the bend in the Fox River, the Jon J. Duerr Forest Preserve is a prime spot for fishing, birdwatching, 
and hiking. There are close to 200 acres of riparian habitat in this preserve, including seven islands in the river. 
While much of the preserve is characterized as floodplain forest, there are some unique remnants of prairie on 
exposed rock ledges and outcroppings. An old gravel pit has revealed interesting botanical surprises, such as 
prickly pear cactus and cut-leaf grape ferns. 

The Fox River Trail crosses the river on the bridge connecting this preserve and Tekakwitha Woods Forest 
Preserve. The River Bend Trail also traverses the preserve. On the River Bend Trail, an 8-foot high, natural 
waterfall cascades into a creek, exposing bedrock dating to the Silurian Period, over 400 million years ago.

The Fox River Trolley Museum, located south of County Park in South Elgin, operates an historic trolley line, 
with a station stop in the preserve.

In the preserve’s 40 year history, there have been many improvements. There is a canoe launch, two shelters, 
two restrooms, an interpretive kiosk and several parking lots at the river’s edge. Future improvements include 
wetland, streambank and woodland restoration and reconfigured parking areas. 

There have been many parcels collected together to comprise the preserve. In 1973, the District purchased 60 
acres from the Yundt/Dvorak Family and 33 acres from the Vasa Park Assoc. 11 acres were added in 1979 from 
the Collins Family, and 32 acres in 1980 from the Sims, Carlson Families. Between 1983 and 2001 the islands 
within the Fox River were acquired from six different owners. In 1981, 42 acres were acquired from the Keating 
family. 
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Kenyon Farm Forest Preserve

Kenyon Farm 
Forest Preserve 
contains rolling 
wooded hillsides 
and a 25-acre 
pond ringed with 
wetland vegetation. 
An archeological 
survey here 
revealed that most 
of the east side 
of South Elgin, 
including Kenyon 
Farm Forest 
Preserve, was a 
Native American 
settlement for 
some 1,000 years. 
The District 
has partnered 
in the past with 
the Clinton 
Elementary School 
(to the west) for 
environmental 
education, and 
with its’ close 
proximity to South 
Elgin High and 
Middle Schools 
(to the north) it 
offers expanded 
educational 
opportunities. The land for this preserve was all purchased from the Kenyon Brothers in 1996. The future plans 
for the preserve is continued prairie and wetland restoration, improved parking and trails. 
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Lake Run Forest Preserve

The Lake Run is a man-made channel 
created between 1911 and 1913, in 
an effort to protect the Lake Run 
Corridor. Drain tiles were installed in the 
surrounding fields making previously wet 
land tillable for crops. 

In an effort to restore this important 
ecological system, the District acquired 
this portion of Lake Run and its 
watershed, restoring a vital wetland 
corridor connection to Blackberry Creek. 

A multi-use trail system traverses the 
preserve, planned as a portion of a regional 
trail from Dick Young to Aurora West 
forest preserves and the Virgil Gilman 
bike trail. This was partially funded by a 
bike trail grant also aiding in funding the 
trailhead parking, and the interpretive and 
wayfinding signage systems. Prairie habitat 
restoration has been ongoing and further 
habitat protection and enhancement has 
been planned. 

The preserve property was assembled from 
seven previous owners. The following 
acquisitions were made in 2003: 88 acres 
from Alexander; 23 acres from Klammer; 
73 acres from Konen/Sullivan; and 32 
acres from Krage. In 2004: 12 acres were 
added from Thill, Sweeney, Williams 
LLC. In 2006: 25 acres were added from 
Krage; and 54 acres from Packer Research 
Corp., Inc. In 2007: 21 acres were added 
from the Reckinger family; and in 2011, 
19 additional acres were added by the 
Reckinger family.
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LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve

The land now known 
as LeRoy Oakes Forest 
Preserve was a mosaic 
of woodland, creek, and 
prairie in the early 19th 
century. The first white 
family to farm this land 
was the Bryant Durant 
family, who settled 
here in the mid-1840s. 
A succession of other 
families farmed the land 
until the District’s original 
purchase of 128 acres in 
1968 from the Sheldon 
family. In 1977, 127 acres 
were added from the 
Chicago Northwestern 
Transportation Co. Ten 
acres were added in 1992 
from the Bangs family. 
In 2001, 26 acres were 
added from a LaSalle 
Bank Trust, 2 acres were 
added in 2002 from Oak 
Crest Properties, 1 acre 
was added in 2003 from 
O’Hara, and 5 acres in 
2004 came from Wiseman 
Hughes Enterprises. 
 
In 2007 the District 
acquired 82 acres from 
the Felician Sisters of 
the US and 1 acre from 
Mr. Mendel, to the west of the original preserve. The estate home on the property was renovated and expanded 
to become the Creek Bend Nature Center in 2012. The nature center features hands-on exhibits and displays, 
nature programs for families and individuals of all ages. The additional land enabled the District to move its’ 
main entrance to the west and add additional parking. 

The area south of Dean Street is gravelly and dry, and the slope and poor soils made it undesirable for crops. A 
small section, called the Murray Prairie, remains in its virgin prairie state – an astonishing relic of the once vast 
grasslands. The Murray Prairie is of such high quality that it is considered a benchmark by which other prairies 
are measured and is protected as an Illinois State Nature Preserve.

East of the Murray Prairie is a recreated prairie with an outstanding diversity of grasses and forbs.  The prairie 
here is known as Horlock Hill Prairie, so named for the late Bob Horlock, an educator and naturalist in St. 
Charles. Horlock spent 20 years with hundreds of his high school students planting and studying prairie plants 
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LeRoy Oakes East Forest Preserve

Between 1991-2005 the District acquired 56 acres east of 
Randall Road from a LaSalle Bank Trust, Kane County, Star 
and Renken families, to create LeRoy Oakes East. A paved 
regional trail and bridge across Ferson Creek provide an 
important trail link here. 

in this old farm field. The result is a 
beautiful prairie, with wildflowers 
and grasses of every hue and texture. 

LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve also 
contains oak woodlands, floodplain 
vegetation along Ferson Creek, 
and wetland seeps. The diversity of 
habitat attracts a variety of wildlife, 
including smallmouth bass in 
the creek, owls in the woods, and 
amphibians in the wetlands.

History and cultural interpretation is 
provided by the Preservation Partners 
of the Fox Valley at the Durant-
Peterson House and the Pioneer 
Sholes School. The preserve is 
home to one of the District’s youth, 
tent-camping areas with a fire bowl 
meeting area. A sanctioned cross 
country route is used by local runners 
and high schools for meets. 

The Great Western Trail begins at 
LeRoy Oakes on the south side of 
Dean Street. This trail connects to 
the regional trail that winds through 
LeRoy Oakes before heading north 
along Randall Road. 

Within its’ long history, the preserve has hosted many visitors from the nearby Tri-Cities for picnics, reunions or 
a day in the country. The preserve features two large shelters, three restrooms, numerous parking areas, and over 
seven miles of trails. Future restoration of the natural habitats and areas for interpretation are planned. 
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Les Arends Forest Preserve

This riverfront forest preserve skirts the 
west bank of the Fox River in Batavia. 
The preserve includes several small 
islands of floodplain forest.  Across the 
river from the preserve are the Fox Valley 
Park District’s natural area, Red Oak 
Nature Center, and Glenwood Forest 
Preserve. Together, these preserves create 
a contiguous stretch of riparian habitat 
for wildlife.  The area is home to many 
species of wildlife, and provides an 
important stop-over for migrating birds.

The Fox River Trail runs through the 
preserve. This shaded stretch of trail 
is popular among bicyclists, runner, 
birdwatchers, and anglers.

The preserve has been improved with 2 
shelters, 2 restrooms, several parking lots 
and an extensive collection of interpretive 
signage. The future plans include 
shoreline and erosion control; and a new 
playground. 

Les Arends forest preserve was acquired 
in several parcels totaling 56 acres in 
1972, with three small parcels added in 
1993. 
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Lone Grove Forest Preserve

Lone Grove has long been 
a wooded island in a sea 
of prairie.  The 116 acres 
were wholly purchased 
from the Beck Family in 
1966. Situated on the east 
side of Big Rock Creek, the 
woodland was often spared 
the flames of the prairie fires 
that moved westward with 
the prevailing wind. Large, 
thick-barked bur oaks and 
other prairie edge sentinels 
grow here, as well as a mix 
of wildflowers and grasses. 
Associated with the creek 
is a wetland with an array 
of plants and animals. One 
meandering trail skirts the 
perimeter of the preserve 
and another path winds 
through the woods. Future 
improvements to the preserve are focused on wetland and woodland habitat enhancements. 
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McLean Fen Forest Preserve

McLean Fen is a small but 
important wetland where 
hillside seeps and perched fen 
plant communities persist in a 
forgotten corner of farmland, 
now visible from the Stearns 
Road Bridge. Gentians, 
goldenrods, and a host of other 
prairie flowers add to the palette 
of colors here in summer.

This 3-acre wetland was almost 
completely lost in December 
1988 when a freight train 
derailed, dumping 24 carloads 
of soybeans. When the rail cars 
were dragged away from the 
wreckage, they were put on the 
fen, causing considerable damage to the fragile site. The wreckage was later removed and wetland mitigation 
ensued. Although protected now, the fen is wholly dependent upon groundwater seepage and upwelling, and the 
life source of this wetland is threatened by urban demands for more groundwater. 

Currently, there is no public access to McLean Fen.
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Meissner Prairie-Corron Forest Preserve

The Meissner Prairie-
Corron Forest Preserve 
is one of the most 
botanically significant 
sites in the District. The 
site was recognized for 
its outstanding wetland 
qualities in the 1970s 
Illinois Natural Areas 
Inventory. More than 50 
species of native plants 
grow here. 
 
The preserve contains 
a wetland complex 
comprising fen, wet prairie 
and sedge meadow plant 
communities. A diverse 
complement of flora thrives 
at this preserve. A host 
of wildlife species live in 
tandem with the plants in 
these wetland communities. 
Stony Creek passes 
thru a wet area north of 
McDonald Road.  

Across Corron Road, Campton Township owns and manages the historic Corron Farm which has a large prairie 
restoration area. Together, the forest preserve and farm create an almost 860-acre complex providing habitat for a 
great diversity of plants and animals.

The previous farmstead site on Silver Glen Road has been chosen as the location for the new Natural Resources 
Department Facility. Currently the preserve has a small gravel parking lot. Future enhancements include a trail 
system with interpretive signage; and the extensive wetland and prairie efforts will continue. An area of fen and 
wet prairie is slated for application for designation as an Illinois State Nature Preserve. 

The preserve’s 620 acres were purchased in 3 phases. In 2002, the purchases were as follows: 113 acres from the 
Corron Family, 103 acres from the Russell Family and 8 acres from the Devotional Associates. In 2007, 54 acres 
were obtained and in 2011, an additional 342 acres all being obtained from the Residential Land Fund I, L.P.
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Mill Creek Forest Preserve

Mill Creek Forest Preserve is a collection of various 
properties within the Mill Creek watershed.  A purchase 
of 68 acres was made from the Peck Family in 2001. 
An additional 62 acres of stream/wetland were donated 
in 1994 by Mill Creek Land Trusts. The Mill Creek 
Subdivision SSA donated a further 71 acres of wetland 
with established trails surrounding the development in 
2007. In 2007, 205 acres were acquired from the Jungels 
Family, (which provides a link to Dick Young Forest 
Preserve to the southwest). 

The Mill Creek Greenway was assembled with 
acquisitions from H2 Development LLC - 73 acres 
in 2008; Hamano Properties - 25 acres in 2012; and 
Reliable Materials/Asphalt Corp. - 76 acres in 2012. 

The creek meanders north of Fabyan Parkway. The 
wetland adjoining Mill Creek is partly wooded, with 
several gravel banks, rolling kames and moraines. The 
wetland comprises sedge meadows and relic fens. Two 
branches of the creek flow through the area south of 
Fabyan, where a prairie habitat has been introduced. 

The preserve has been improved with a parking lot; 
mowed and multi-purpose trails, and bridge; and 
interpretive signage. Further trail connections are planned 
as well as enhancing prairie and wetland habitats. 
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Muirhead Springs Forest Preserve

This area of the county 
has had a long and rich 
agricultural history. In 
addition to row crops, 
farmers raised cattle and 
other livestock. Dairy 
farming was a booming 
business in the late 
1800s. A prominent 
family in the agriculture 
community was the 
Muirhead family, who 
farmed here from the 
1860 to 2003. The 
District purchased 559 
acres from the Muirheads 
in 2003 with the aid of 
LWCF grant funding. 
Subsequent parcels added 
in 2004, (of 155 acres 
from the Robert Thurow 
Trust and 43 acres from 
the Rousch Trust); and 
in 2008, (40 acres from 
the Suburban Bank and 
Trust), have expanded 
the preserve to 797 acres. 
The District’s Dept. of 
Natural Resources has 
undertaken a large-scale 
prairie management plan 
for the preserve, with 
remarkable results. They 
have also partnered with 
the County Dept. of 
Environmental Resources 
to undertake a large-scale 
stormwater / wetland restoration. The landscape is once again blanketed in grasses and wildflowers. A multi-
purpose trail makes a loop around the preserve, immersing visitors in the vastness of the prairie ecosystem. An 
OSLAD grant in 2008 allowed the District to add parking areas, (including those for horse trailers), a shelter, 
restroom, kiosk and interpretive signage all located off of Barr Road.

The District’s North Operations Maintenance Facility is located in the preserve, south of Rohrsen Road. The 
District has plans for future improvements in the southern half of the preserve including a trail link to Bowes 
Creek Woods Forest Preserve. 
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New Haven Park

This neighborhood park lies in the 
heart of Aurora’s west side residential 
area. The land acquisition in 2008 
was from the McNish Corp. (to the 
east), and was a joint venture with the 
Fox Valley Park District. The District 
purchased 5 acres and the FVPD 
purchased the remaining 13 acres. The 
park has been improved with parking, 
a shelter, a restroom, a playground, 
sports fields, and a multi-purpose 
trail encircling ponds planted with 
naturalized plantings. 
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Oakhurst Forest Preserve

Oakhurst Forest Preserve 
is one of the District’s 
premier examples 
of environmental 
restoration. Located in 
east Aurora, the area was 
once a silt-laden wetland 
filled with invasive 
plants. In the District 
embarked on a project 
to transform this choked 
wetland into a functional, 
high quality marsh. The 
marsh was re-created 
to receive storm water 
run-off from Aurora’s 
city streets and to cleanse 
this water as it moves 
through the wetland 
system. The restoration 
process has had positive 
results, both for the city 
and for wildlife that 
thrive in the restored 
wetland. 

Lake Patterson, named 
after retired Kane County Commissioner Donald Patterson, is a 55-acre man-made lake surrounded by marsh 
vegetation and wetland wildlife. Two woodlands on the eastern portion of the preserve contain mature hardwood 
trees and a full complement of spring and fall wildflowers.

The preserve offers wonderful hiking opportunities through the woodlands with 9 miles of trail, including 
a multi-purpose trail skirting the lake and a 1-mile portion of a paved regional bike trail on the south edge.  
Fishing is a popular activity in the lake throughout the summer months, and a sled hill is widely used in the 
winter. 

The preserve has been improved with 2 large picnic areas each with a large parking lot, shelter, restroom and 
mowed picnic grounds. A boat launch provides access to the lake and a wayfinding system aids trail users. The 
Fox Valley Park District sponsors a community garden off of Fifth Avenue. Trail and paving improvements are 
planned for the future, as well as further habitat restoration. 

The preserve is comprised of 390 acres from over 30 years of numerous land purchases. The largest acquisitions 
were: 110 acres from Lara in 1969; 65 acres from Reichenbacher in 1973; 78 acres from Howaniec in 1977; 54 
acres from the City of Aurora between 1989-1999.
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Otter Creek Forest Preserve

With its wet soils along Otter 
Creek, this preserve features 
tallgrass prairie and wetland 
vegetation. Rattlesnake 
master, compass plant, and 
gray-headed coneflower are 
just a few of the flowering 
plants that make up the 
prairie. Oak woodland grows 
on the better-drained soils 
to the west. The preserve is 
transected by the Canadian 
National Railroad. There are 
two underpasses that allow 
hikers to walk between the 
two portions of the preserve.

There are walking trails 
through the prairie, woodland and wetland on the south side of the tracks. The preserve has been improved with 
a picnic area and paved parking lot off of Hopps Road. Ongoing wetland and prairie restoration will continue. 

The initial land purchases from the Keller, Blume (74 acres purchased with OSLAD grant funding assistance), 
Sherman, Collins and Swanson families (from 1995-2001) made up 141 acres of the core of the preserve 
straddling the railroad tracks. 91 acres of drainageway along Otter Creek in the Reserve subdivision were added 
in 2009 from the Pulte Home Corp. 
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Philip B. Elfstrom Events Center

The Philip B. Elfstrom Events Center is named 
after the former Forest Preserve District president 
and person most responsible for bringing minor 
league baseball to Kane County in 1991. The 
Events Center complex, located along Kirk Road 
in Geneva, includes the Fifth Third Bank Ballpark, 
the Fox Valley Strikers Soccer Club facility, and the 
Fox Valley Ice Arena, where Forest Preserve District 
administrative headquarters is located.

The Fifth Third Bank Ballpark is home to the Kane 
County Cougars, a Class A, minor league baseball 
team. The stadium hosts over a half-million visitors 
each year for the 70 Cougar home games, the IHSA 
State AA baseball tournament finals, and other 
college and high school baseball games.  Three 
decks and a tent area provide venues for corporate 
picnics, family reunions, concerts, receptions and 
other outdoor activities. Since 1998, this location 
has been host to the Relay For Life of Kane County, 
a fundraiser presented by the American Cancer 
Society.

In 2009, the District and the Cougars undertook a 
major ballpark renovation which updated existing 
facilities, and added an upper deck for suites and 
entertainment rooms. The renovation also added an 
office complex for the team.

The Strikers facility, formerly used for tennis, was 
acquired by the District in 1992. 

In 2008, the District purchased the Fox Valley Ice 
Arena and remodeled the third floor to house the 
administrative offices, as well as provide space for 
updated Public Safety department offices.
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Pingree Grove Forest Preserve

This preserve was 
created in 2000, 
with a single 
purchase of 396 
acres made from 
the Lannert 
Trust, with the 
aid of OSLAD 
grant funding.  
In 2014, 42 acres 
were added from 
the Village of 
Pingree Grove.

Pingree Grove 
Forest Preserve 
is part of a 
large wetland 
complex in the 
northern tier of 
Kane County. 
This preserve 
has magnificent 
wetlands, 
including 
rich fens and 
pockets of 
sedge meadows. 
Wetland plants such as marsh marigold and blue flag iris grow here. Sandhill Cranes, Green Herons and Yellow-
headed Blackbirds are among the special birds sighted in the wetlands.

Pingree Gove’s woodland is dominated by stately bur and white oak trees. Grasses and wildflowers blanket the 
understory of the woods.  White-tailed deer, Red-tailed Hawks, and coyotes are just a few of the many wildlife 
species living here.

With its multiple habitats, Pingree Grove Forest Preserve is an excellent spot for birdwatching, especially during 
spring and fall migration. Interpretive signs along the trails inform visitors of the ecology and natural history of 
the area. An RTP grant in 2006 provided partial funding for the shelter, 2 parking areas, boardwalk overlooks, 
restroom and habitat improvements. 
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Poplar Creek Forest Preserve

Poplar Creek Forest 
Preserve is a future, 
important greenway link 
between the Fox River 
Trail and Bluff City 
Fen (an Illinois State 
Nature Preserve) in 
Elgin. Multiple agencies 
were involved in creating 
this wildlife corridor 
(between 2001 and 
2004).  Although only 35 
acres in size, the preserve 
contains significant species 
of savanna and prairie 
plants. The creek itself 
supports wildlife from 
small invertebrates to large 
animals like Great Blue 
Herons. A large part of the 
proposed work for this site 
will be clean-up, habitat 
restoration, and stream 
remeandering and erosion 
control. 
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Prairie Green 

This 40-acre parcel of land, purchased in 2002 from the Lindquist Atherton Family, adjoins both St. Charles 
Park District and City of Geneva property along Peck Road. It is part of the larger Prairie Green initiative to 
restore native prairie, enhance surface water quality and provide stormwater management in the Mill Creek 
watershed. The District has partnered with the City of Geneva and has added parking,a trail head, community 
gardens and a well.
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Raceway Woods Forest Preserve

Raceway Woods is a unique preserve 
that blends cultural history with 
habitat restoration and ecology. 
The site of the former Meadowdale 
International Raceway, this preserve 
has attracted the attention of car 
enthusiasts, history buffs, bird lovers 
and botanists. 

The central core of the property has 
a fine savanna and mesic woodland 
with steep banks where pocket seeps 
trickle down into a clear rippling 
brook. Meadowdale Raceway was 
known far and wide during its heyday 
in the 1960s. The raceway had 3.27 
mile long track with a 4,000 foot 
straightaway.  Meadowdale was 
closed in the summer of 1968.

Twenty six years later (in 1994), the 
Forest Preserve District, Dundee 
Township, and the Dundee Township 
Park District formed a partnership 
to purchase sections of the raceway. 
The District purchased the first 40 
acres from the Bessinger Family Trust 
with the help of grant funds. Later in 
2003, the final 64 acres was purchased 
from the same family. The agencies 
have worked together to restore both 
natural and cultural features of the 
site, and to enhance recreational 
opportunities there.

Extensive improvements have been 
made to the preserve, including 
resurfacing the old race track 
alignment with an asphalt trail, and 
relocating a bridge from the Stearns 
Road Corridor to space the ravine. 
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Raymond Street Forest Preserve

The ecological features of this preserve 
include pockets of floodplain forest 
along Poplar Creek, including large 
cottonwood, ash, and silver maple 
trees. East of Raymond Street there is 
a cattail marsh that provides habitat 
for wetland wildlife. 

There is a parking lot at the trail head 
of the intersection of the Fox River 
Regional Bike Trail with the Elgin 
Branch of the Illinois Prairie Path. 
Future improvements include repairs 
to the bike bridge under the railroad 
bridge; upgraded parking; trail and 
interpretive signage; and wetland and 
woodland habitat restoration. 

The original property was obtained 
from the Dept. of Conservation of the 
State of Illinois in 1987. The 13 acre 
parcel on the east side of the street was 
acquired from Bluff City Materials, 
Inc. in 2003. In 2013, three acres 
were added from the Fox River Water 
Reclamation District. 
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Regole Forest Preserve

This 20 acre preserve is a cooperative 
effort with the St. Charles Park 
District, and makes up part of the 
Eastside Sports Complex. This 
property was purchased in 2002 from 
Dalton Raymond. The District owned 
portion contains an off leash dog 
park, a pond with accessible fishing 
pier rimmed with wetland and prairie 
plants, paved walking trails, a shelter, 
parking and a playground. 
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Rutland Forest Preserve

The focus of Rutland Forest Preserve is a 
wooded hill and small wetland north of Big 
Timber Road. South of the road is still in 
agricultural production. The original purchase 
made in 1964 was 57 acres from the Allanson, 
Richey and Vecchio Families. The 237 acres 
south of the road was added in 2001 from the 
Ward Clark Family.

A study of the site conducted in 1989 revealed 
that the northern part of the preserve had been 
a 5-acre, 15-foot deep peat bog. This bog was 
drained and dug out almost completely by 
hand, without the use of modern machinery. 
The peat was high quality, and at one time it 
was in demand by wholesale, cut-flower growers 
throughout the Chicago area. 

Two shelters, two restrooms, drinking fountains 
and numerous parking lots make the site 
accessible for picnickers and nature lovers. 
Future development includes converting the 
remaining farm land into prairie, restoring 
wetlands, enhancing the existing woodlands 
and constructing further trails and interpretive 
signage. 
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Sauer Family – Prairie Kame Forest Preserve

Sauer Family-Prairie 
Kame Forest Preserve, 159 
acre preserve, is named 
after the Sauer Family, 
longtime residents of 
Sugar Grove. The first 74 
acres of the preserve was 
purchased by the District 
in 1994 from the Hulls 
estate, and later expanded 
in 2004 by acquiring 85 
acres from the Cutsinger 
family.  

The notable feature of this 
preserve is the kame, a 
hill made of mixed gravel 
deposited by the last 
glaciers some 12,000 years 
ago; it is a salient feature 
of the extensive glacial 
outwash plains in this 
part of the county.  The preserve is in a botanically rich area.  The rocky kame is well-drained, and the plants that 
grow there are tolerant of drier conditions.  The expanse of prairie that slopes away from the kame retains more 
moisture and supports a different assemblage of prairie plants.  These prairie plant communities are called dry 
prairie and mesic prairie, respectively.  

The renowned ecologist H.C. Cowles botanized this area in 1905 and noted its significance.  Today, management 
plans are based on the goal of preserving the diverse flora and fauna that Cowles saw over and hundred years ago. 
The preserve is currently improved with a small looped drive, parking lot and a water hydrant.  In the future, the 
District is planning on continuing its prairie restoration, with the addition of some interpretive areas and mown 
trails that will allow the residents to discover the magic of the kame and dry prairie.
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Schweitzer Woods Forest Preserve

This beautiful preserve 
is a gift from the late 
Emily Schweitzer, who 
bequeathed the land 
to the District in 1990 
with the stipulation 
that the property be 
managed for passive 
open space.

The ecological features 
of the preserve are 
striking. The hills that 
rise and fall gently 
on wooded slopes are 
remnants of the last 
glaciations, more than 
10,000 years ago. Wet 
pockets in the low-
lying areas support 
wetland communities of 
plants and animals. The 
higher, better-drained 
land is better suited for 
oak-hickory woodlands. 
The District’s natural 
areas restoration 
work has included 
removal of invasive 
shrubs and trees, and 
planting native species 
and restoring prairie 
areas with the help of 
volunteers.

Friends of the Fox River, a volunteer group dedicated to improving the health of the Fox River Watershed, has 
its headquarters in the Schweitzer house. Dundee Township Park District uses the barn for its’ maintenance 
operations.  

In 2011, the District made the following improvements, a new access drive, parking, picnic shelter, restroom, 
kiosk and a large mowed trail loop. The off-leash dog area was also upgraded with turf replacement, a water 
pump and a new entrance gate. 
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Settler’s Hill Golf Course

Built on the site of a former landfill, 
Settler’s Hill may be the ultimate recycling 
success story. In fact, the course's distinctive 
elevation changes and rolling hills are the 
happy result of this legacy. However, the 
property's documented past traces back even 
further. Today's clubhouse, overlooking the 
practice green, is a renovated dairy barn 
dating to the turn-of-the-century when 
Kane County's "poor farm" was operating 
here. Several structures near the clubhouse, 
the old meat house, power house and corn 
crib, are also relics of the County Farm 
and Home. The present-day maintenance 
building was the farm's maintenance facility. 

Settler’s Hill is on the site of the previous 
county landfill, now closed, where the clay 
soils and restricted hydrology were deemed 
suitable for the containment of leachate 
and protection of the surrounding aquifers. 
Construction of the first nine holes was 
completed for play in 1988 and the second 
nine holes were completed in July of 1991.  

The 18-hole course is 6,449 yards with a 
par 72.  The course has a modern, recently 
installed irrigation system. The parking 
lot was expanded in 2011, when the main 
entrance was relocated to the stoplight 
at the old landfill drive entrance. Studies 
have been made to add a driving range to 
the course in the future. The golf course is 
operated by GolfVisions, a private golf management company. 
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Sleepy Hollow Ravine

This small but significant property was perhaps best described by the late botanist Dick Young when he wrote, 
“Few woodlands reflect the primitive order found in this ravine. The north face of the ravine slope epitomizes 
fine, mesic forest grading into a rich creek bottom which originates from a peaty, wooded seep.” The area is a 
refuge for several rare species of plants.

The two separated parcels are connected by a privately owned landholding that is designated as an Illinois State 
Nature Preserve.
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Tekakwitha Woods Forest Preserve

This 110-acre site at 
the big bend of the Fox 
River is rich in natural 
and cultural history.  An 
oak tree at Tekakwitha 
dates to 1864 and links 
us to its ancestors’ past 
on the edge of the 
prairie.  On the lee 
side of the Fox River, 
the area now known as 
Tekakwitha Woods was 
protected from the heat 
of the prairie fires, and 
it was likely forested 
for thousands of years.  
Today, the natural 
features of the preserve 
include an oak-maple 
forest on the uplands, 
floodplain forest along 
the river, and a small 
restored prairie in 
former farm fields.
  
The District purchased 
the original property in 
1990 from the Sisters 
of Mercy who owned a 
retreat house there.  The 
sisters requested that 
the site be named in 
honor of 17th century Mohawk Indian Kateri Tekakwitha. Tekakwitha Woods Nature Center opened in 1994 in 
the former dance pavilion on the property, which launched the District’s environmental education program. The 
education staff used the old McGuire House on site for offices and classrooms. The District relocated the nature 
center and staff offices to LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve in 2012. 

Tekakwitha Woods joins the Jon Duerr Forest Preserve via the Fox River North Bike Trail. The trail is built on 
the former Aurora-Elgin trolley line and includes bridge across the river. The future plans for the original portion 
of the property include an improved restroom facility and a new picnic shelter. 

In 2007, the District purchased 42 acres from the former Illinois State Youth Center property across Illinois 
Street. In a cooperative program with the District, the St. Charles Park District turned the former detention 
facility into Riverbend Community Park. It features sports fields/courts, an off-leash dog park, a pond and 
fishing pier, playground, shelter, restroom, three parking lots and walking trails.
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Tyler Creek Forest Preserve

Tyler Creek is one of the 
oldest forest preserves in 
Kane County. 48 acres were 
acquired in 1928 from the 
Lawrence Farm, long before 
the pressure of urban sprawl. 
Today, within the rapidly 
expanding population of 
Elgin, Tyler Creek is a haven 
for wildlife and plants. It has 
been known and loved by 
many generations of Kane 
County residents. 

Tyler Creek Forest Preserve 
features oak-hickory 
woodlands, steep ravines, 
and bottomland floodplain 
forest. The gravel-bottomed 
creek is the centerpiece of the 
preserve. The wooded slopes 
are carpeted with wildflowers 
in spring, and migrating birds fill the canopy of the trees.

There is also a link to the Fox River Trail via the Elgin Twp. Trail (installed in 1991) from Tyler Creek. Existing 
improvements include 2 shelters, 4 picnic areas, 3 restrooms, information kiosk, multiple trails and parking areas; 
and proposed plans include parking and driveway paving improvements.
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Underwood Prairie Forest Preserve

Underwood Prairie is a 
remnant of the heavily 
mined Kaneville Esker. 
The esker was created by 
the receding glaciers more 
than 10,000 years ago. It 
is a long, winding ridge 
made of rocks, gravel and 
sand. These materials have 
been in great demand for 
construction, and little 
of the Kaneville Esker 
remains. The Underwood 
remnant is an important 
link to our geologic past.
 
Underwood Prairie is an 
Illinois Nature Preserve, 
so named for its high 
quality, dry hill prairie. 
There are more than 50 
species of prairie wildflowers and native shrubs creating an exquisite display of color throughout the blooming 
season.  A foot trail runs north and south, following the esker’s ridge.

The row cropped fields surrounding these knolls are being restored with native seed, and the degraded wetlands 
are also on their way to recovery. The Lakin Family sold the property to the District in 1994. 
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Virgil Forest Preserve

This expansive preserve of 
1124 acres was created in 
2006 by eight different land 
acquisitions surrounding the 
village of Virgil. Following 
is a list of the purchases: 
Schelkopf 422 acres; Biddle 
215 acres; Sauber Trust 195 
acres; CSO Corp. Prop. 124 
acres;  Lees Road Farm LLC 
62 acres; Sauber 42 acres; 
Steinhouse 42 acres; Metoyer 
22 acres. The Great Western 
Trail crosses the southern tip 
of the preserve.

Although the fields are 
in cultivation at present, 
management plans for the 
area include large-scale 
restoration of woodlands and 
prairies. Using maps from 
the 1830s, the District plans 
to recreate the meandering 
streams that were channelized during the height of agricultural development. The preserve will also contain 
restrooms, shelters and picnic areas; parking, trail head signage, and multi-purpose and equestrian trails. 
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Voyageur’s Landing Forest Preserve

Once a private fishing camp, this shoreline preserve is a prime 
spot for anglers. The two boat launches are widely used in the 
summer for boaters accessing the Fox River. The Elgin Township 
Trail connects this preserve to Tyler Creek forest preserve and 
to the Fox River Trail here, running under the I-90 bridge. The 
land was purchased from the Bruneman Family in 1973. Recently 
the District added a vault toilet here and plans to improve the 
river access and make shoreline stabilizations, and consolidate the 
parking areas. 



2015 CO M P R E H E N S I V E  M A S T E R  P L A N 109

Westlake Property

This 63-acre property was purchased 
from the Westlake family in 2014. An 
intergovernmental agreement was entered 
into during that same year for Blackberry 
Township to use and maintain the property for 
various field sports, as a continuation of their 
baseball fields to the north.
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Willoughby Farms Forest Preserve

Formerly known as the 
Randall Road Marsh, this 
28-acre preserve features 
wetlands and prairie 
adjacent to open space 
owned and managed by 
the Dundee Township 
Park District. Native plants 
have been re-introduced to 
the area since its purchase 
in 2007 from the developer 
Kimball Hill. The summer 
prairie boasts wildflowers 
such as gray-headed 
coneflower, cup plant, and 
wild bergamot. In the 
wetland, unique birds such 
as pied-billed grebes and yellow-headed blackbirds have been seen. Enhancements to the wetland habitat are 
planned by the District. 


